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for them that they might receive the holyH ayiy
ghost

for as yet he was fallen upon none of them

tronlyy they were baptized in the name of the
lordd jesus

then laid they their hands on them and
they received the holy ghost acts viii 14
ia 16

in the irth chapter of the acts we
read about paul traveling through the
upper coasts and coming to a place
ailed ephesus where he found certain
disciples

ilehe said unto them have ye received the
holy ghost since yc believed and they said
we have not so much as heard whether there
be any holy ghost

and he said unto0 them unto what then were
ye baptized and they said unto johns bap-
tism

then said paul john verilverilyy baptized with
the baptism of repentance saying unto the peo-
ple that they should believe on him which
should come after him that is on christ jesus

when they heard this they were baptized in
the name of the lord jesus

and when paul had laid his hands upon
them the holy ghost carriecame on them and they

i th and
and all the men were about twelve acts

272 7

they had been baptized apparently
in the wrong way whoever had bap-
tized them either did not have authority
to baptize or had taught them improper-
ly and so paul taught them over again
baptized them properly and laid his
handsbands upon them then the holy
ghost came upon them they were
born of the water and of the spirit
Tthishiis is the simple doctrine of jesus
christ that he taught in person and
that his apostles taught wherever they
went you may take up the new test-
ament and you will find all the way
through allusions to this paul calls
these principles the first principles of
the doctrine of christ in the ath chap-
ter of his epistle to the hebrews he

therefore leaving the principles of the doc-

trine of christ let us go on unto perfection not
laying again the foundation of repentance from
dead works and of faith toward god

of the doctrine of baptisms and of laying
onoa of handsbands and of resurrection of the dead
radand of eternal judgment

and this will we do if god permit hebrews
vivh 1 3

he chided ssomeorne of the people as you
will read in the preceding chapter for
not understanding these things thor-
oughly he said

when for the time ye ought to be teachers
ye havebave need gnat one teach you again which

bebc the first principles of the oracles of god
hebrews v 12

it seems to me that this is what is the
maitermatter with the people of this genera-
tion many oiof them who claim to be
teachers tell the people that all they
need to do is just to believe in jesus
and they have need to be taught the first
principles of the oracles otof god what
are these first principles let paul an
awer the doctrine of repentance from
dead works and of faith toward god of
the doctrine of baptisms and of laying
on of bands and of resurrection of the
dead and ol01of eternal judgment 21 these
are the first principles the a b c d of
the gospel and he exhorted the people
who had received them to go on to per-
fectionfec tion these are only a lowlew otof the
principles of the gospel itisit is just as
jesusesus taught man shall not live by
bread alon but by every word that

taredethedethc out of the mouth of god
we aree to follow jesus as our exemplar

having learned his doctrine and ob-
tained his spirit we are to live in the
light thereof and regard the things that
he taught to live together in love and
in harmony doing uuntonto others as we
would that others should do unto us
doing good in return for evil and abid-
ing in that spirit which jesus christ had
with him when he dwelt upon the
earth the essence of it all was that
he came not to do his own will but the
will of him that sent him that is the
doctrine to learn of god to be taught
of god to walk in his ways to keep
his commandments to live by his pre-
cepts to be in the world but not of the
world to come out of it in spirit and
approach unto god jesus taught that
his father is our father that his god
is our god and that we can approach
him that if we ask we will recreceiveeive if
we seek we shall find it we knock the
door shall be opened unto us

that is one of the doctrines 0off jesus
christ who is there that believes it
now in the full sense in which he taught
it what did he mean by that why
that we can go to the father by jesus
christ that there are no barriers that
god has erected between himself and
his children but that the way is open
that he is the same yesterday today
and forever there is in him no varia-
bleness nor shadow of turning and if
he was a god of revelation in olden
times that he is a god of revelation
still and if it was possible for him to
reveal himself ahrthrough0ugh holy men or by
direct intercourse with his children in
olden times it is just as possible now
lesusjesus prayed to tthehe father and the fa-
ther answered him and jesus taught
the doctrine that we could come to the
father as he did that is anether doc-
trine that jesus taught that is not gener-
ally believed in these modern times
revelation the christian world
was given in former times but is not in
latter times god in olden times
by the prophets and also by his son
jesus christ and many people entertain
the idea that that was the last of his
revelatorreve laton although we find god re-
vealing himself to the twelve apostles
whom jesus sent out to the world and
the book of revelation which is regard-
ed as so great a mystery was a revela-
tion from god through jesus christ to
his servant john who was on the island
of patmos for the word of god and thehe
testimony of jesus the whole tenor of
the new testament is that god is the
same now that he ever was in the time
of the old patriarchs and prophets and
that we can go to him and learn of
him and that he sends apostles and
prophets wise men and teachers in-
spired otof him to bring forth his word
why should god do that in one age of
the world and not do it in another
has he changed no we are told
that he is an unchangeable being butbat
who is there that really believes nowa-
days that we can approach god and
obtain manifestations from him who
believes now that god has prophets on
earth through whom he reveals his
will to the people ob that is an an-
tiquated doctrine an old fashioned idea
belonging to the ages that are past
what some people call the dark ages
this is what our christian friends say
but jesus christ declared

I1

behold I1 send unto you prophets and wise
men and scribes and some of them ye shall
kill and crucify and some of them shall ye
scourgearonnin your synagogues and persecute
them from city to city

that upon you may come all the righteous
blood shed upon the earth from the blood otof
righteous abel unto the blood of zacharias son
of barachiasBarachias whom ye slew between the tem-
ple and the altar mathew

jesus also said that false prophets and
false christs would arise and they would
deceive many but false christs and
false trophprophetsets teach false doctrinte and
it is by that that men are deceived
true prophets men inspired of the
holy ghost will teach true doctrine
the test otof it is the sayings otof jesus
christ he that keeneth his sayings
are his disciples john said

if there come any unto you and bring not
thishis doctrine receive him not into your houseneitherneither bid him god speed

for he that birdeth him god speed is par-
taker of his evil deeds ii john boxx v

john also says
whosoever transgresseth and arideth not intin

the doctrine of christ biath not god he that
arideth in the doctrine of christ he hath both
the father and the son ii john 90 v

these are scriptural sayings they are
the words otof an apostle

now we have a greatreat many different
religions in the world

there are a great many good people
belonging to them all and some very
good men preaching the doctrines of
these different sects preaching accord-
ing to their training and the light they
have they have been brought up from
their infancy to believe in certain dog
mas and they them in allail
sincerity so far as that is concerned
when they preach the truth it is good
when they preach anything that is
erroneous it is not good itit is only
truth that will sanctify and save error
will not lift up anybody men may be
sincere in error they will also be sin-
cere in truth but it is the truth that
does the good and that exalts As jesus
prayed to the father sanctify them
through thy truth thy word is truth

what we need is the word of godgo
which liveth and arideth forever anand
which is always true if we receive the
word of god and live by it then we will
be exalted christ came to reveal the
will of god he said if any man will
do his will he shall know of the
doctrine whether it be of god or
whether I1 speak of myself here is a
test here is a key to mankind who
is there that knows of the doctrine

ask the wise divines of modern times
if they know what they teach is the
word of the lord and the truth I1 have
asked many of them they say they
believe it with all their hearts most of
them do of course though some
of them preach for hire and
divine for money but many preach
what they believe to be true have
they however received a manifestation
from god that the doctrine theychev teach
is true do they know it for themselves
have they received that witness from
on high has god manifested himself
to them do they believe in receivereceiving

i

ing
revelations from god in these
no that is an old doctrine done away
with they tell us and so with other
blessings that christ said should follow
people who believed in him here is
another test in sending out his dis-
ciples to preach the gospel jesus said

hebe that believethbeli eveth and is bapbaptizedfixed shall beb
saved but he that believethbeli eveth not shall be
damned

and these signs shall follow them that be
lieve in my name shall they cast out devils
they shall speak with new tongues


