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toA fail if it were possible for me to suc-
ceed in any event I1 felt that I1 should
have the consciousness of knowing that
I1 hadbad done my best

did general grantdawson everamrmr
speaksneak of hisbis regrets at the terrible loss

which was caused by his cam-

es
alueof life

ignspa
once replied mr dawson

at thi s time he told me that the public
misunderstood such things and that the
truthtenth was the more rapid the killing inin

battle the more merciful was the result
ininbaeane end heH showed me how more
men hadbad died in the late war through

sicknessrickness caused by exposure than by
bullets and that the sooner the war

couldcould acbe ended no mattegatmattmattereratat how great
cost the fewer lives would be lost he
he said that when campaigns were

out there was an enormous
exposure and diseasesdiseaser yoyouulana bybvass

the lives lost in McClel lans camamowagnsgns were really greater than those
lot in Gragrantstits when all things are con

d ff
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e
d grantrant ever say anything about

the accusations that he drank too much
I1 akedS replied grants secretary 1 I
askedaced hi about this when we were
working uuponon the chapter concerning
shiloh

weehe told me that the stories
published about him at that time were

and that he had never drank toallagulieslies the subject came up because
laa friend otof senator marianharlan ofI1 itawas
lowa who hadbad tried to have grant re

ed from the service for alleged
drunkenness on the field of battle at

11 I1 asked grant how the imbres
sionion asathat be was drunk then got out and
letoldho d itisis an interesting story

and had never been published A day
before ththee battle late aatt ninightor soao

when I1it was dark and storma firing wwas

ard along the picket line general
grantis ondand hisis staff left their tents and

what it was lorfor they feared itow to sesee6
hebe the enemy beaning an enmightmSementbent when they reached the pick

oftete they found it was only a party of
andata amounted tottski I1 hers nothing

they started back to the genair al s

tent it was very dark and the party
separated general grant lelettbowbecameae

teedw reins drop on his horses neck and

rustamuted himairia to find the way back the
horse however took the wrong turn
audand 1in trying to climb up a bank slipped
awand fell on the general spraining hibis
leglee the sprain was so bad that gen
ow grant did not get over it for daysdayl
he hadbad to be helped on and off his

hone and this was the case at the bat
ue of the newspaper corres-
pondentsDonpondents who did not know of the
drainin published the story that he was

drunkk and general grant was too
d to correct it I1 dontdonit believe that

generalal grant ever drank to excess I1
1 have heard many men say that hebe did

drink and I1 have tried to trace such re
ports to their foundation but I1 have yet
to find the man who will say that he ever
saw general grant under the influence
of intoxicating liquor
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THE MISSION INDIANS

there are within the confines of south-
ern california some thirty government

set aside lorfor and occupied

by as many tribes or bands of what are
technically known as mission indians

when the catholic fathers came up
along the pacific coast from mexico
nearly two hundred years ago they were
met by large numbers of wild and fierce
indians some of them lived in the al-
most endless mountainous territory I1

while others roamed over the coloradocolora
desert and occupied the most fertile
nooks of those sandy plains

unrelenting wars were waged between
the mountain and desert indians and
each tribe today points with pride to the
acts otof heroism performed and to tradi-
tions of conflicts so sanguinary and so
stubbornly resisted

the story of how the mission fathers
subdued these indians and brought them
from the state of barbarism and unres-
trained freedom to be the peaceful and
pabadenttiie nt and to a degree civilized burden
of this government has been often told
yet it is almost impossible to believe
when one looks upon the indian of to-
day in the pursuit of hisbis peaceful calling
cultivating the soil making his earthen-
ware or blankets that less than two cen-
turies ago he was like the wild beast of
the west destroying in his mad travel
over the plains every human being that
came within his reach but the perse
derence of the good fathers taught them
the beauty of religion and from that
moment they donned uiethe garb of civilizecivi liza
tion

notwithstanding the beneficial influ-
ence of the catholic fathers these
children of nature have retained and to
this day practice many of the customs
and traditions of the daysday when they
were engaged in scalping any white man
or members of offensive tribes who had
the misfortune to cross their path

to a surprising degree dilthey per-
form even at this day whenever an op-
portunityport unity offers itself the old dances
all of which are commemorative or pos-
sess some peculiar religious significance

principal among these dances is the
go dance lorfor the dead a ceremony
singularlyginsing9 lary impressive andana almost barbaric
in 1itstu different features the characters
portrayedort rayed by the indians are the holy
spiritpirit the devil the shade of the
departed and twenty four imps the
costumes worn on these occasions are
very scanty consisting of tunics of dif-
ferent hues feathers and turis of eagle
feathers in the hair the rest of the
body is void of clothing but is painted
in varied and grotesque colors the
devil especially is decorated in a most
hideous manner the imps make their
entry into the circle on hands and feet
and while they are performing their
actions are of the most inspiring char
acter

the fire dance is another most
wonderful illustration of the superstition
and early religious belief of the indians
in this dance they extinguish a well de-
veloped fire otof flame and live coals by
rolling in it with their bare bodies and
dancing on it with their bare feet

the chott dance and the war
dance which are now very seldom
performed on the account of the excite
mentmeet and probable ill results are wild
and lullfull of interest there are other
dances however where only single
characters appear and again where all
the dancers in the tribe take partpait dur-
ing all these performances an orchestra
composed of squawssquads and old men crouch
around themirethe fire and furnish music in a
monotonemoootone song never rising above mlmi

the indians also have many games
played only by themselves and in
they indulged long before the advent of
the mexicans into southern california
one of these games on which every
indian will wawagerer his last earthly pos-
session isis cacalledfed dionn and is of
much interest even to the uninitiated

this game is played by eight persons
four on a side and the opposing sides
are divided by a small fire whether tehiteb
gameime takes place by day or night

therehere are sixteen small sticksits eight
white and eight black to which cords
are attached each side takes eieighti lit
sticks and they toss up for ininnings wethe
side that wins the toss put their handsands
under a blanket and attach a stick to
each wrist by the cord holding the stick
concealed in the hand when anisalibis
ready the indians holdholdingin the ASsticky1

then fold their arms antana one of the
other side guesses whether left or right
hand contains white or black stick if
he guesses correctly his side gets the
stick but it he loses his side must give
up one the side which eventually gets
all the sticks wins the pardiparticipantscapants of
each side stand behind and utter all sorts
of ejaculations and perform incantations
supposed to bring luck the game
grows more interesting and the gestures
of the guessersguesselsguessers are most ridiculous azuaand
almost fantastic

in the neighborhood of one hundred
of tl ese mission indians from the desert
and mountain tribes will be present at
the annual carnival of southern callcali
fornia known as la fiesta de los
angeles to be held at that city from the
aock to the of april the indians
will make their first public appearance
on the evening of april the aoth when
they will perform the fire dancesdance and
other peculiar to their tribes and whichchichi
are never given in the presence otof

whites but are only performed once
every five years at their reservations as a
relireligiousgi1 ous ceremony it is expected that
three hours will be consumed in the per
firmancefortort mancenance of these barbaric customs

they will also appear at athletic
park on thursday afternoon when
amongamong other things they will perform
their peculiar sports and show that their
reputation for endurance is not un-
merited they will enter into runningrunning
races8 and prove their swiftness aand
great ability in that line

the mostmoat interesting indians in that
parade is the la jolla family the headbead
of which is one hundred and three
years old the daughter of ratiramona
and the slayer of allessandro will be
the principal figures
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elder F D richards

my dear father it has been some
time since I1 have had the pleasure of
reading a letter from you but no doubt
you are rushed with business continu-
ally of a more important and profitable
nature than corresponding with me too
often I1 also find a little to occupy mmyI1
time out here and I1 would have crocrowd
ed this letter off one more mail if I1 hadbad
been sure you would have seen my let-
ter to first presidency

I1 trust thesethen few lines will find you in
the enjoymentj 0y nent of health and strengthsth
and tbablele to carrycam on your multiplied

i duties elder gardner undoubtedly
gave you an idea of the work irein tmth


