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DISCOURSHE

 PRESIENT JOEN TAYLOR

DELIVERED

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Mon- | earth shook and the mountains trem-
day and Tuesday, |( Semi-Annual
Conference) Oct. 6and 7, 1884.
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REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I¥ THE congregation will endeavor to
preserve as much order as possible,

and prevent the 1|:r:,fl.nfl
ance of children, 'T will |
dress you for a short time. t even-

uite a lengthy address in
we had very

I made
hall; bn?,

and disturb-
and ad-

order.

There was no whispering, no talking,

nor disturbance of any

in a

to e the |

ﬁﬂgﬁh& an exertion to s

ind. It re-

large congregation like
80 a8
ple hear. am told

that the people could not hear half of
what was said by several of the breth-

ren yesterday. Itis wrong

for us to

have disorder in the house of God, a
place where we meet for instruction.
Last evening I talked of some mat-

ters of considerable im
the Priesthood, of which

rtance to
ere was an

immense number present; they nearly

filled this hall.

I wish to continue

some of these remarks; for it is nec-
that all of us should be instruc-
t principles that Ged

‘ted in the
has réveal

for

e guidance, salva-

tion and exaltation of the Saints of
God, and also for the beneflt of the

world wherein we live.

There were

very many promises made to eminent

'in generations long since past;
ese generally had reference more
ularly to the benefit of the world
nkind than to individuals.

ire were certain t principles

eéd in the or tion of this

ea and one was that there might be
a tplm rovided whereon the children
of our Heavenly Father could live and

ropagate their species, and have bo-

ies formed for the sp

ts to inhabit

who were the children of God; for we
are told that He is the God and Fath-
er of the spirits of all flesh. It was
requisite, therefore, that an *earth

should be o

Bltepl. for those spirits to inhabit,
order that the purposes of God per-
taining to His rotf:ny might be ac-

t those ) spirits

complished, an

rganized; it was
that man should be placed u
was| requisite that

requisite
nit; it
es should be

might be enabled, through the medium

of the everlasting Goml, to
unto the presence of their H

return

eavenly

Father as Gods among the Gods.

There have been different a

work throu

ncies at
ughout this world’s history. | but the will

Lucifer has been and is one of these
ncies, There was a garden plant-

it,

and Adam and Eve were placed in
and there they had communion

with God. There was another being
there whose name was Lucifer, who is
called in some places *‘ the son of the

morning,’”” Job speaks of a time at|
of this earth when

.the creation

‘‘the morning stars sang to
all the sons of God shoute

ther, and
for joy,”

(Job pxxxviil, 7). As it was necessary
that there should be & God, & man, an

earth and a heaven, it was also

neces-

sary that there should be a devil, that

man might be tried
structed. Indeed, i
God it was not

only neces

and by trial be in-
n the economy of

that

man, but {the Savior also should be

rfected by suffering.
Rﬁ.ﬁ‘nr it bacgma him, gor

things,
bringl

make

ect through sufferings.”

rews ii, 10.

sary thal the

t was

It is written:
whom are all
and by whom are all things, in
many sons unmnto glory, to

e captain of their salvation

(He-

ér neces-
there should be a Redeemer

aecording to the plan which was de-
vised from before the foundation of
the world, and also that man might be

a free
the e

s%nt to act and o
If, to receive the goo
or reject the

be governed

there were

od
by the evil.
certain

rate for
and reject

and
And

rewards

promised to those who would
obey the laws of God and keep His
commandments, and certain pumsh-
ments inflicted upon those who would

not. Satan has made very

t rav-

ages among the human family in try-
ing to accomplish his purposes; for he

has been the enemy of,
enemy of man, and in
ht upen mankind until after a

wrou

ages

and the
past he

certain period he had contrived to get

the great majority ofjth
Nevertheless, th
ﬁnong them in
ngeun to-day,
there were Seth,Enos,
thuseleh, Lamech, and a

others until we arrive at

ve amo

Noah,
ily.

em on his side.
ey had the Priesthood

those early days as we

t the same

les that we teach. They ga
people to a Zion as we gather
them, and when they had been gather-

ed togeth

After Adam
llﬁﬁllﬂﬂ-
geut man
noch an
who operated especially in be-
half of the interest of the human fam-
ey preached the Go

1
preac) it, and taugh S piin:

rin-
ered

er they had enemies as we

e, who arra themselves against
em. But Engg was clothed upon

Thatis about

him in the Bible; but we

information.

with God, and

the people were
They walked wi
instructed of the Lord; but
any rate, 366 years to accomplish

object.

wer of God. He
‘'with God for 365 years, and
. told .““he was m:h for God took him.”

y We

ed
are

that is said about

have other

Many others walked

there was a city

thered to—a Zion.
God and they were

it took, at

that

this

urmnruﬁln the latter days ther=

{s to be a Zion

uilt up; but in thuﬁl:mro

|

-

Id.l 8 we are told that the Lord will

cut His work short in righteousness.
Enoch, in his day, had his messengers
g0 forth amon the eople, and when
they gathered it induced the rage of
man and geat armies assembled

ints: but Enoch prophe-

tf;linst the
sled by the power of God, and the

bled, and the enemies of the Saints in
fear fled afar off. By and by, when the
time came for the accomplishmeut of
the purﬁmea of God, and before the
destruction of the wl’cked Enoch was
caught up to heaven and his Zion with
him, And we are told by latter rev-
elation in relation to these matters that
a Zion will be built up in our day;that
t trouble will overtake the inhabi-

ts of the earth: and that when the
time arrives the Zion that was caught
up will descend, and the Zion that will
be o here will ascend, both
possessed of the same spirit, their

peoples ha been preserved by the
power of according to His pur-
poses and as His children, to take

rt in the events of the latter days.

e are told that when the people of
these two Zions meet they will fall on
each others’ necks, and embrace and
kiss each other.

As they in that day were placed un-
der the dance of the Almighty, so
are we. they had a work to per-
form assoclated with the welfare of
the human family, so have we, As they
had the Gospel to preach, so have we.
As they had a Zion to build up, 80 have
we. they needed the support of
the Great Jehovah, so do we. As they
were dependent upon Him in all their
movements, whether in relation to
earth or heaven, so are we. The work
in which we are engaged is one that
has been introduced by the Great Elo-
heim, the God and Father of the hu-
man family, in the interests of His
children. And wherever and when-
ever these principles have existed, this
same being that was in the garden with
our first nts still goes forth and has
gone fo as a raging lion seeking
whom he may devour, seeking whom
he may lead astray, seeking whom he
may deceive, seeking whom he may di-
vert, seeking whom he may lead down
to death. And in these latter days God
has introduced these same principles
with the same object in view. He has
revealed the same principles of heaven
and, as heretofore, in the interest of
humanity. Who was Enoch? Was he
a man of God? Yes. Who were the
Elders with him, were they men of
God? Yes; and they receiyed their in-
structions in that Zion that was then
built up, and more or less directy
from Go&;tur Enoch walked with God.
Whom was Enoch operating for? For
God his Heavenly Father., He was
there, as Jesus was on the earth in his
time, as he said, not to do his own will,

of his Father who sent

him. And whom did those people oper-
ate tor? They operated for the welfare
of the human family who would re-
ceive the truth and be governed by it.
And whom did Jesus and His Apostles
in their day operate for? For the bene-
fit of all the world. Jesus Himself ap-
as the Redeemer of the world,

and He commissioned His Apostles to
preach the Gospel to every creature,
saying, ‘“He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved, and he that be-
lieveth not shall he damned.” What
is this salvation and condemnatnon?
That would take a long time to tell,
Suffice it te say that there are bodies
celestial, bodies terrestrial, and nodies
telestial; one glory of the sun, another
of the moon, and another of the stars;
but straight was the gate and narrow
was the way that led unto thelives
and few there were at that time and
few there have always been wbo have
ne in thereat. And what was it that
ey sought? It was the Celestial
Kingdom of our God, that they might
comnue forth inthe first resurrection and

| be one with the Father and one with

Jesus, and belong to the Church of the
First hom whose names are written in
heaven, and become (ods among the
Gods, and icipate in all the glory
of the Celestial Kingdom. But few
there were who found the narrow path.
It is so to=~day. Were the Apostles of
Jesus commanded to preach the Gos-
pel? Yes. Are we commanded as they
were? Yes. What was the position of
the Apostles? They were simply mes-
sengers of life and salvation to a fallen
world. What are the First Presidency,
the Twelve, the HigEh Priests, the
Seventies, and the FElders to-day?
What are they? Bearers of life and
salvation to a fallen world,the messen-
gers of God to men, the legates of the
skies, commissioned by the Great Je-
hovah to introduce the principles of
eternal life and gather in His elect
from the four quarters of the earth
and to prepare them for an exaltation
in the celestial kingdom of God. And
what becomes of those that choose the
other path? The
children, and He feels interested in
them. What will He do with them?
They will be judged according to the
d done in the body, and accordin
to the light and intelligence which Go
communicates to them. Then there is
another glory—a telestial glory. These
whe enter into that tglgry willalso be
judged aéco to their deeds and be
rewarded according to their acts. We
are told of others who will suffer the
wrath of God, and in the revelations
ven tous we learn that eternal pun-
ment i8 Gog’s punishment, that
everlas punishrent is God’s pun-
ishment, for He is eternal, and He is
everlasting. We are inf‘urmed the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah suffered
the ve of eternal flre. We are
told, too,that the inhabitants of the
ant&dﬂuv{m world, who were de-

troyed becsuse of thelr wickedness,
shut up in prison, and they re-

are still God’'s |

mained there for a long, long time.
How long? We read tnat Jesus, who
was put to death in the flesh but
quickened by the Spirit, went and
preached to the- spirits in prison that
sometime were disobedient when once
the long-suffering of God waited in
the days of Noah. How long had these
people been there? At a rough guess
aboat 2400 years. It was quite a pain-
ful ordeal to go thmu&h; It is one
that none of us would like very much.
It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God—a fearful
thing to violate His laws. We have
thered here that we may learn those
aws, the laws of God, the laws of life,
and prepare ourselves under His guid-
ance for an inheritance in the Celestial
Kingdom of God. But are all the
Latter~day Saints going into that King-
dom¥ No. How is that? It is just
as Jesus declared. “‘It is not everyone
that sayeth Lord, Lord that will enter
into the Kingdom of God, but he that
doeth the wlﬁ of the Father who is in
heaven.” Did Jesus come to do the will
of His Father in heaven? IHe did,and
He expects all who aim at Celestial
glory to do the same, and if they do
nﬂtr%hey will not get there. He says,
“‘Many will say to me in that day
Lord, Lord, have we not prnphealﬂcl
in Thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in Thy name done
many wonderful works?’’ And He will
say unto them, “De?art. from me, ye
workers of iniquity, I know you nﬂt;
ou have not lived as becometh Saints.’
{)h, say some, that don’t mean the
Saints. No, it don’t; but it means
many who profess to be Saints. Do
the world profess to cast out devils, to
heal the sick and te do many mighty
works? They do not. Do the worl
prophesy in His name?No. Do the world
preach in the name of God? They
preach in His name, many of them,
without having the authority, as we
have heard at this conference; but
‘hey do not prophesy in His name, and
they do not propose to do many m{ght}’
works in His name, but many of our
Elders do—Elders who magnify their
calling and. honor their Ged. On the
other hand there are Elders who are
careless, wayward and rebellious
against God and His laws—who seek
to trample under foot the principles
that He has revealed—who seek to set
themselves up to guide, direct and
manipulate the affairs of the Church
and Kingdom of God, and yet these
same persons know nothing but what
they know naturally, as do the brute
beasts,made to be taken and destroyed ;
and we none of us know anything onl
as God instructs us. We are indebte:
to Him for the introduction of this
work, and for all the information per-
taining thereto. 1t has been from no
man norset of men, nor organizations
of a professed & iritual or temporal
nature, that we have received intelli-
ence pertaining to the things of God
the Church @f God, or the Kingdom of
God. It has come directly from the
Lordthrough the Gospel of the Son of
God, which bringslife and immortality
to light; and if men think—and we
every once in a while meet with such
characters—they know better than the
Lord how to manipulate affairs they
will find out their mistake. The Lord
will say to them, ‘“‘Depart from me, 1
never knew you;’’ for it is not every-
one that sayeth Lord, Lord, that shall
enter into the Kindom of God, but he
that doeth the will of our Father in
heaven.

Hence there is a great work for us to
do. There is something comprehensive
in it. It is indeed the dispensation of
the fulness of times spoken of by all
the holy Prophets since the world was,
It relates to the interests of men that
now live; 1t relates 1o the interests of
men who have lived, and it relates to
things that are yet in the future. It is
a thing in which the Gods in the eter-
nal worlds are interested, and all the
ancient Patriarchs and Prophets that
have lived upon the earth are all inter-
ested in the work in which we are en-

aged, There is a Priesthood in the
Eeavena, and we have the same Priest-
hood on the earth, but there should be
a closer communion between thePriest-
hood on the earth and the Priesthood
in the heavens; it is desirable that we
should be brought into closer proxim-
ity, we want to be advancing as Enoch
| advanced. After the appearance of
Jesus upon the earth thetre was to be a
certain power who would make war
with the Saints and prevail against
'them; and it is said ‘*they shall be giv-
en into His hands until a time and
times and the dividing of time,’’ (Daniel
vii, 26;) but in this day we are told
that ‘‘the Saintvs of the Most High
shall take the Kingdom, and possess
the Kingdom for ever, even for ever
and ever,”’ (18 verse). You and I may
violate our covenants; you and I may
trample upon the principles of the
Gospel and violate the order of the
Priesthood and the commands of God;
but among the hosts of Israel there
will be thousands and tens of thou-
sands who will be true to the princi-
ples of truth, and God in the heavens,
the holy angels and the ancient Priest-
hood that now live where God lives
are all united together for the accom-

will roll forth His purposes in Hisown
way and in His own time. And baving
thus organized, as I before stated, it is
not for us to act as we may thi_lfk in-
dividually, but as God shall dictate.
We nave a regular order in the Church,
You brethren,who hold the holy Priest-

hood, uncerstand these things. Has
God not given to every man a portion
of His Spirit to profit withal? Yes.

Has He not done more than this to the
saints who are true and faithful? Has
He not given to them the %Lﬁ. of the
Heoly Ghost? He has, and they know
'it and realize it. They are brought in-

i

to communion with each other, and in-
to communion with God and the hea-
venly hosts. But having this Spintdo
we need others to guide us? Yes, all
the time. Why? Becaunse of the
gowers of darkness, the influence of

atan and the weakness ot human
nature. We need watchmen upon the
towers of Zion who are on the alert to
look after the interests of Israel, and
to see that God’s people do not go
astray. Hence it becomes the duty of
the Teachers to look after the Beoplﬂ,
to see that there is no hard feeling, no

covetousness, no fraud, noadultery, no |

iniquity of any kind, but that purity,
virtue, holiness and righteousness pre-
vall among those that they preside
over. And how far does this extend?
To every place where there is a ward
or a portion of a ward—to the utmost
extremity. It may be compared unto
the body—from the head

ane to every other
cers n
mimstry are to be found in the Church,
and everything has been o ized ac-
cording to the order of God, Areany
of these men who are called to pre-
siding positions auntocrats—men who
exercise undue authority over the feel-
ings and associations of their fellow
man? No. Have any of them the
right to disregard the feelings of their
brethren, trample them under foot,
and act as tyrants? No, Have the
Apostles, or High Priests, cr Seven-
ties, or Elders, any such right? No.
Brother Cannon will read an extract
from the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants on this qlueatiun.

PRESIDENT GEORGE. Q. CANNON then
read as follows from Sec. 121 of the

part. All the offi

d | Book of Doc¢trine and Covenants:—

Behold, there are many called, but few
are chosen. And why are they not chosen?

Because their hearts are set so much upon
the things of this world, and aspire to the
honors of men, that they do not learn this
one lesson— .

That the rights of the Priesthood are in-
separably connected with the powers of
heaven, and that the powers of heaven can-
not be controlled nor handled omnly upon
the principles of righteousness.

That they may be conferred upon us, it is
true; but when we undertake to cover our
sins, or to gratify our pride, our vain am-
bition, or to exercise control, or dominion,
or cumgmlaiﬂq. upon the souls of the chil-
dren of men, in any degree of unrighteous-
ness, behold, the heavens withdraw them-
selves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved;
and when it is withdrawwr, Amen to the
Priesthood, or the authority of that man.

Behold! ere he is aware, he is left unto
himself, to kick against the pricks; to per-
secute the saints, and to fight against G

We have learned, by sad experience, that
it is the nature and disposition of almost all
men, as soon as they get a little anthority,
as they suppose, they will immediately be-
gin to exercise un teous dominion.

Hence many are called, but few are cho-
sen. -

No power or influence can or ought to be

plishment of this purpose. The Lord |

maintained by virtue of the Priesthood,only
by persuasion, by long suffering, by gentle-
ness, and meekness, and by love unfeigned ;.

By kindness, and pure knowledge, which
ghall greatly enlarge the soul without hy-
pocerisy, and without guile,

Reproving betimes with sharpness
moved upon by the Holy Ghost, and then
showing forth afterwa an increase of
love toward him whom thou hast reproved,
lest he esteem thee to be his enemy ;

That he may know that thy faithfulness is
stronger than the cords of death;

Let thy bowels also be full of charig*
wards all men, and. to the househol
faith, and let virtue

unceasingly, then shall thy confidence wax

strong in the presence of God, and the doe.
trine of the Priesthood shall distil nupon thy
soul as the dews from heaven.

The Holy Ghost shall be thy constantcom-
panion, and thy sceptre an unchangin
sceptre of righteousness and truth, and thy
dominion shall be an everlasting dominion,

and without compulsory means it shall flow
unto thee for ever and ever.

PRESIDENT TAYLOR continuing his
remarks said: We have seen many
specimens of the characters referred
to in this revelation read b
Cannon. These things continue to ex-
ist more or less. Some people are very
desirous sometimes to instruct me
about how I ought to manipulate and
manage affairs. Well, if they were set
as my instructors 1 should be much
pleased to get all the information I
could from £ them, and T would be
Eleaaed to get information from the

umblest person in existence—if it was
information. Among other things I
find that a good many begin to think
that we are very much persecuted and
proscribed 1n our marital relations,ac-
cording to the revelations which God
has given us, and there is sometimes
a little trembling in the knees. I am

leased there is not much of it,

ut there is a little once in a while.
Sometimes: I get advice from outsid-
ers, from the newspapers, etc.
sometimes from some of our bret}l.ren.
(but from yery few of our brethren) in
relation to these matters.

God hasgiven us a revelation in re-
gard to celestial marriage. I did not
make it. He has told us certain things
pertaining to this matter, and they
would like us to tone that principle
down and change 1t and make it a.;igl C-
able to the views of the day. This we
cannot do; nor can we interfere with
any of the commands of God to meet
the persuasions or behests of men. . I
cannot do it, and will not de it.

I find some men try to twist round
the %rincinle in any way and every
wa{ they can. They want to sneak out
of itin someway. Now God don't
want any kind o sycﬂphanc{'
He expects that we will be true to
Him and to the principles He has de-
veloped, and to feel as Job did—
“Thuugh He slay me, yet will I trust
in Him.”” Though other folks would
slay us, yet we will trust in the living
God and be true to our covenants
and to our God. These are my feel-
ings in relation to that matter, We

have also been told that ‘‘it is not

and | sanctioned these

| questions

like that. |

| the sa

mete that mem who will not abide my
law shall preside over mf Priest-
hoed,"” and yet some people would
like very much to do it. Waell, they
cannot do it; because if we are here,
as I said before, to do the will of our
Father who sent us, and He has told
us what to do, we will do it, in the
name of Israel’s God—and all who
sanction it say Amen—[the vast con-
g.regatm,n responded with a loud
say what they please: {Laugnior | T
ey X ughter.

G‘iﬂrd has Jntr(;t&tried lﬂmethl%g for our
glory and exa on, we are not goin

to have that kicked over by nnyg ImE
proper influence, either inside or out-
side of the Church of the living God.
We will stand by the principles of
eternal truth; hiving we will proclaim
them, and dying we will be true to
them, and after death will live again in

S

to the|their enjoyment in the ete
feet, from the toes to the fingers, | That iﬂnjn{me ¢ eternal worlds.

. = | very tremb
for the work of the thirgk you do, generally.

feeling; so 1 don’t feel
y in the knees, and I do not
[ see some-
times a *diaﬁuitiun to to ignore
some of the laws that God has intro-
| duced, aud this is one of them. Peo-
ple y.want to slip round a corner, or
creep out in some way. There is
something very creepy about it. There
was a man in former times, we are
told, came to Jesus by night. His
name was Nicodemus. He was one of
those persons who did not like the
daylight. I have known some ple
who would want to be baptized in the
a#nnin% or get into so.ne cormer that
they might not be seen. Well, there is
not much to such folks. Jesus was
very unpopular, quite as unpopular as
we are, i da «  Nicodemus was a
rominent man among the Jews, and
thought it micht injure his reputa-
tion if he was seen visiting that Naz-
arene to get instruction from Him, so
he crawled in at night. Jesus talked
uite plainiy to him, as you can read
or yourselves; but we find some folks
of a similar kind now creeping around.
They have not the manhood to stand
true to their coiors and to their God.
Some folks think that we polygamists
are very much indebted to our breth-
ren who are moégﬁamlsts to help to
steady the ark,(God save the mark!)—
(Laughter.)—to help to save us, and
that we need such men in the Legisla-
wure, etc.,and to fill our various offices
Weli, I won't tell you all I think about
some of these things,but I do think we
are all of us dependent upon God oonr
Heavenly Father, and if He don’t take
care of us we shall not be taken care
of ; if His arm is not extended in our
be we shall have a poor showing:
but if God is with us, we ask no odds
of the world, for He governs the des-
tinies of the human ffamily, He puts
down one man and exalts another. .He
dethrones one king or president as the
case may be, and sets up another, and
He rules as H leases ameng the na-
tions of the earth and all the children
of men, although they don’t know it.
We live in Him, we move in Him, we
have our being hum Him., We are not
dependent very much upon the monog-

when | amists about any of these things. You

need not plume yourselves very much
in these matters; and I will tell you, if
ou want to get along' smoothly you
d better find among your various
neighbors, when you have some mat-

to- | ter of difficulty to settle, some of
of | these

. ly
arnish thy thoughts mumﬁtt eir hands.

ists and ask a little

They will be
able to advise you about masny things,

| especially if they are men of God
humble men, living their religion and
ing the commandments of God.

ke&E
g| There are some few things | have

been reflecting about, and have noted
-them down, and I think I shall read
them now.
The distinction being made between
| Polygamy and Prostitution:
1st. Congress made a law which
would affect both; and cohabitation

Brother | with more than one woman was made

a crime whether in polygamy or out of
pul}*gam_f- | _

2nd. The Governor turned legisla-
tor, added to this law, and inserted in
a test oath to officials, the following
words regarding cohabitation, ‘“in the
mar relation;” thus plainly and
definitely sanctioning Uproatitutmn,
without any law of the United States,
or any authority.

3rd. The United States Commis-
| sioners,also without legislation,adop-

the action of the vernor, and
still insisted on thjs interpolation, in
| the test oath in election matters, and
placed all polygamists under this un-
constitutional oath, and released pros-
titutes and their paramours from the
| obligations placed upon others.

4th. The secuting Attorney has
: ngs, and pursued
a similar course; and while he has
asked all the‘‘Mormon’’ jurors certain
pertaining to their religious
ith in the doctrines of the'*Mormon”’
Church, and challenged them if they
answered aflirmatively as to their be-
liet in polygamy, he has declined to
ask other jurors whether they helieved
in prostitution, or whether they be-
| lieved in cuha'hiting with more than
one woman or not.

6th. Chief Justice.Zane when ap-
I:oealed to on this question refused to

nterfere, or give any other ruling, and
thus aided in packing the jury,

Thus a law was first passed by Con-
gress which has been perverted by the
administration, by all its officers who
have officiated in this Territory and
made to subserve the interests of a
party who have placed in their politi-
cal platform an Aunti-Mormon plank;
and have clearly proven that there is
a combination in all the officers of
state, officiating in this Territory, to
back up this political intritgue in the
interest of party, and at the sacrifice
of law, equity, jurisprudence and al]

('eg‘un.r & that are pravided by




