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HOW BONNER MADE MILLIONS

NEW YORK july 21 1897
WRITE this letter for young
men it is intended for
young business men who
want to succeed it is penned
for poor boys who desire to
get rich and in short forfo r
every one who cares to study
others in the hope that he
may thereby get suggestions
which waymay help himself it
is the story of a poor irish
boy who landed in new york
with five dollars in his packet

9 and whoaho ten bearsears ago retiredretire
from business worthwoith his mil

liens it is the story cfafaa youngoung man
who started an enterprise out of his
savings and by his brain and industry
increased his capital a ththousandcusand fold
it is the story of a businessmanbusiness man who
pt vt more than a million dollarsdollar in

newspaper advertising and who when
the world laughed and wonderedwondertdd at his
extravagance went on to spend more
it is the ry of a roanman who never ewtowedd
a dollar who never asked credit but
who throughout his life has benefited
thousands and given away tens of thou-
sands it is in short the story of rob-
ert bonnerbonne r the millionaire lounder of
the new york ledger I1 give it to you
as nearnearlyy aass I1 can rt bembe r in t he words
in which in response to my questions
he told it to me

but first let me tell you how mr bon-
ner looked the other night as we chatted
together inm his hehc me onen street new
york he has a face and form much
like that of txex president harrisonharris on but
hebe seems to be ten years younger the
fact is that he is teoten years older than
mr harrison mr complexion
is rosy harrisons is dead and doughy
Boubonnersneils hair and beard have but few
gray strands while those of the ex
presidentresident are as white as snow stillramr bonner is now seventy three he
doesdocs not appear to be sixty and he
moves about with the energy of a man
in his prime he hadbad spent the whole
day upon his farm at tarrytown in-
spectingspecspedting the training of some of the
fastest trotting horses in the world but
boebe did not seem to be tired duringduning
ouroar chat he went several times to rooms
in the upper part of his house to verify
matters to which he referred As iwasI1 was
about to leave I1 asked for his photo-
graph he wenwentt up again to get it and
whenhen I1 offered him my pencil to write
hisbis came upon it hebe said he preferred
to use a pen and that he would run up-
stairs to write it I1 found mr bonners

as young as his body he is in
sympathy with young men who wish toiinsucceedcheed and whenhen I1 asked him as to his
Hlife and those elements in it which had
an to hisus success he ananansweredered

freely
1 I have had one pritiprincipleciple in my life

unsaid mr bonnerbabner which I1 think has
largely contributed to my success I1
dontdonst know how I1 got the idea but it is

well expressed in a quotation from
ralph waldo demersonEe merson which reads

0 discontented inanadanl whatever
you want pay the price and take it

1 I1 saw those words when I1 was a boy
and they tocklock fast hold otof my mind I1
early learned that whwhateverateer I1 got had to
be paid for either in work or money
and I1 have been willing to pay the
price

but you are naturally emergeenergetictic mr
bonner

no I1 am totcot was the replyaherwhen I1 was a liette boy I1 was the laz
cstst mortal about the house I1 hated tto
move though naturally I1 was not de-
ficientfici ent I1 remember one story they tell
about me my family were scotch irish
presbyteriansrians and I1 was brought up

the bible and the shorter cate-
chism I1 had to learn much of the
bible and was lather apt at qquotingbot mg
from it one day when I1 was ababoutout
elveneleven years of age they tell me I1 was
ling inin front of the firefare enjoying my
laziness when my father asked me to
get some wood I1 arose slowly and
sti etchedstretched myself and looking at the
fire exclaimedexclaimea

jobob v 7 man is born to trouble
as thee sparks fly upwardsupwardsll 1I

this laziness of mine continued un-
til I1 came to this country about a year

and until I1 went into a printing
office at hartford conn then I1 shook
it off I1 saw that if I1 wanted to succeed
I1 had to work and I1 did work my
hours were from six in the morning until
six at night and my wages were for the
first yearear 25 for the second 15 and
for the thirdthard 45 of course I1 gutgot my
board and clothes in addition the
paper on which I1 was employedemp oyed was the
hartford courant the paper which
general hawley now owns it then
had a circulation of soo copies I1 know
for I1 hadbad to wet down the paper every
morning

1 I soon saw that if I1 wanted to suc-
ceed as a prprinteranter I1 must learn all about
printing mr bonner continued now
the daily paper away back in the for-
ties was different from what it isis now
the most of the type for the courant
was set up during the day a quarter of
a column of space being left for the
latest news this was set up early ipin
the morning just before the paper went
to press I1 wanted to learn all about
press work so I1 got up at four
every morning and watchedd the printers
run off the paper I1 was anxious to
help but for some time they did not ask
for noymy services at last I1 was told to
get some water I1 replied that I1 would
do so it they would teach me to lock up
the form the next day something else
was wanted and I1 made them teach me
how to feed the press before I1 would do
it so I1 went on from day to day al
wabaj s learning something new until I1 hadbad
mastered the science of press work I1
was at this time only twelve years old
and it seems to10 me now that it took some
nerve for a boy of that age to get up be-
fore daylight those cold winter mornings
just for the sake of learning

1I was soon rewarded for my work
howeverhow ever continued mr bonner one
day one of the printers who put the
paper to press suddenly announced his
intention of leaving he was told by
the proprietor that he could not go until

someone else could be taught to dodoia
work why dont youvou take rorobert
said the printer he understands bo
to manage a press as well as I1 do so
they gave me the job and I1 was paid
12 rents an hour for my early morn

workork and I1ing u got about 3 a
week

it was later on in our conversation that 1
mr bonner again referred to this pperiod
of his lifehie I1 had asked him how he had
managedaged to keep so young and whether
he allowed things to worry him he re-
plied

JI1 never worry about business matters i
as a rule I1 do what is before me andana
then let it go there are only two dadaysclays
of my life which I1 can remember saas
having been full of worry about business
matters and these were when I1 was a
boy doing that extra work on thee Hhartaford courant one day the proprietor
told me that he thought some of theother apprentices ought to have a chance S
to make some extra money and thatthata 1
must let one of them try the press workir

4l
the result was that I1 lost my job and
my money for two days I1 can rem
beglowbee now how black life seemed to iime
then the boy who tocklook my placedoplaceehohowever was careless and I1 soon got baaback10

again the boy during his second daydays
work in setting up an article written by
the editor made an item of 1500 aoaread leaving out two ciphercipheisthis disgusted the editor and I1 was reinstated one trouble withwilh the boy wwhotook my place was that his father ownownedthree or lour houses in the town woworthyAitLa few thouthousandsaLd dollars apiece theboy thought his father was rich and
there was no necessity of his being care

a

luljul as the day would come when hafae
aouwouldd not have tto0 wwork0 rk

when did you begin to save moneysbonev 7
mr Bbonnegnep 2

just as soon as I1 could was the 1

reply you see I1 got very little at thestart it tooklook all I1 made to pay my ex
benses and I1 was almost of age before 4
I1 began depositing in the savings bankbanmw
my first deposit was here in new york
I1 had come to new york you know topractice my trade as a printer wellwei B

about fifty woiwo years ago I1 found that
had po70 ahead and with that I1 opened jl v
deposit in the chambers street Ssavings
bank when I1 took the money to tbthe
bank there was one bad bill in it which
the teller threw back to me I1 can re
member tonight how badly I1 felt when
that dollar came back and how I1 con-
cluded to scon save aanother to put la
its place I1 did save it and saved more
right along I1 kept my deposits in that i17

bank until they amounted to a thousand
dollars a week one day I1 noted that
the cashier had put in red ink an 1
three dollars and some cents below my
last deposit this was my first inteinterestsresU
whwhyY said I1 1I did not have to work

for that and I1 then realized that money
would make money it seemed
cernul to me

how did you come to found thirthe
ledger mr bonner

the new york ledger pi said mrhr
bonner was in 1850 a little financial
sheet known as the merchants ledger Xr
at this time I1 was working in the prine 1
ing office we had an advertising solid
tor who liked the way in which 1 dis
played his advertisements he left
paper a little later on and bbeca mecone
necked with the merchants I1ledgere har
told his proprietor thatthat he ccouldI1
great many mormort advertisedadvertadvertisementsisem 8 J


