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the tornado vented itsito greatest fury

along the river front the levee for
miles up and down wes devastated and
laid waste great steamers were torn
iromfrom their moorings at the first blaslandblaablatandstand
blown downdawn the river for miles of all
the craft that lined the river for miles
tat one remains to tell the story of the
didisasteramter it hung steadily to itsite moor
ings throughout when the tornado
struck the river the light of day van-
ished in a moment and those at work
on the levee could barely discern the
formsforma of the steamers as one after
another pitched and tossed and
finallyanally with a crash woreware blown out
lotinto the dark waters and disappeared
ththe scene was one of wild uncertainty
andnd chaos no one knowknew whither to
seekeek safety from the fury of the storm

after the tornado had pawedpassed it left a
scenecene of desolation where tonten minutes

before steamersateamera had rocked quietly at
theirheir docks some just arrived and

discharging their passengers othersothera
preparing foror departure

trucks and baggage hadbad been tossed
hither and thither most of it into the
river plows and agricultural imple-
mentsments hadbad been distributed up and
down the levee meaa far asaa could be seen
andadd the whole appearance waswaa that otof
waste and wreck

the steamer J J Odellof the illinois
river packet line was blown out from
its whorlwharf at the front of morgan street
crashed into the section pier of the
ends bridge and sank her boilers
blow up before she disappeared she
bad a crew otof twelve and three women
passengers besides her captain george
townsendud an old river man who liashas
hisbis home in st louis three of her
orewcrew jack morrisseyMorriesey pat milan and a
man named moore reached land safely
the two former jumped before the
explosion and caught drift wood
moore was blownblow a overboard by the
explosion and was out about the bead
but managed to swim ashore three
others of the crew clung to the pier
and made their way up to the bridge
jrproperoper

there is no way of estimating the
number of lives that were lost on the
riverfiver craft that happened to be near
when the cyclone comecame hundreds
of barges were mootedmoored all along abe
siverriver bank in some instances as
many as tentea and twelve persons were
on board when thehe anchorage gave
way under the terrible astrain meomen
were blown into the water the barges
overturned and the destruction of
life will be large several boats were
jerked from their moorings and oarcar
ried far down the river the tuxtug
belle of baton rouge which was an
moored up the river was carried mrfar
down the river rolling over and final-
ly struck the croftcraft of the wigginswigging
ferry company at the front of choteau
avenue where it sunk

ST louis may 28 whenwh the sun
soserose on tit louis and vicinity this
morning it shone upon a scene of terri
tleme ruin and disaster wind rain
and fire had combined in a mission oi01

destruction two hundred lives are
lostjost in the city and many more I1ina east
st louis while thousands were in
lured many so severely that they
cannot recover the dalege and des
truotruc tion to property will aggregate
wadymany milmillionliono the terrible tornado
that caused this destruction struck the
cityalty in the afternoon at and east

SL81 louis felt the effects of the greatest
damage

hours of sultriness puffs of wind
coming by turns from all points of the
compasscompaaa the flying hither and thither
of light mist like formatiformationsom across the
dull dark colored massesmass esthesethese were
characteristics of the afternoon which
brought to st louis the most dis
estrous storm in the cites history
for hourshour the torrents shiftedthe wind
blowblew hot and cold and a storm oenCOD

ter developed the fury of the elements
was born within the oitacites limits
on the west a thunder storm developed
early mutteringsrings indicated nothing
woremore alarming than a downpour with
the ordinary electrical secompani
mente this rainmin cloud came up slow-
ly at first from the westwent beyond forest
park As the black cloud mounted
higher above the horizonhorixon its arc em-
braced woremore territory to the north and
south A strong wind from the east
began to blow right in the faceace of the
storm it was the lower current sudbud
denly the wind stopped blowing from
the east and there swept from the
northwest a terrific gale which made
the best built structures tremble with
the hurrhurricane for that was at first the
form the storm took when it broke over
the western part of the city then
came the deluge prom a few minutes
before 65 obulcok until this hurri-
cane blowblew from the northwestnorth west then
there oamecame a lulljul the currents shifteded
in the southwest there came into exist-
e oece a storm cloud with essential fea-
tures of a tornado funnel shape this
second storm burstburet upon the city from
the southwest it came in on south
lafayette park struck the city hospital
and from there tore its way through
the city to the river by a northeasterly
course it wrought a havoc that will
leave traces in that part of the city
which lies east of seventh street
and north of correcerre street to
bridge boats were torn from their
moorings and capsized or went adrift

shortly after six o with the
bun more than an hour above the west-
ern horizon there settled upon the
city clouds so dense that the daylight
quickly gave place to the danknessdaikness of
midnight that was a0 precursor of
the tornado from theth southwest the
hurricane from the northwest gave
the western portion of the city a severe
shaking up the tornado from the
southwest which Is responsible for the
loss of life and destruction along the
levee district and east st louis fol
lowed the hurricane by about half an
hour health commissioner Strakloff
about two hours after the tornado bad
passed sent word that the deaths
would reach and that noDO fewer
than 1000 persons had sustained seri-
ous injuries

by midnight the reporters had vis-
ited ail the stricken portions of the
city and the suburbs the list of dead
discovered fell far below abebe first esti-
mates but it was long enough to be
appalling crushed beneath falling
while burled against siti tsoi buildings
struck by flying timbers outcut by shat-
tered glass shocked by a network oi01

wires humanity sufferedbuffered ioin ways in-
numerable rod the namesdomes of all in
1auredurea will never be known

of the destruction of property there
can be no satisfactory estimate the
losslose in extent and in character tois be-
yond conception in the flashing

lightning last night the city hospital
looked like a ruin the nownew surgical
ward was partially demolished por-
tions of three other buildings were un
roofed and the wallswall were cracked in
the darkness the phy began the
removal of the patients to themor tem-
porary quarters there were 45 sickflick
people in the hospital when the
storm came some gathered strength in
their fright and ran shrieking irom the
place finding shelter onan thebe outside
thirteen were injured in one ward

the convention hillhall and four courtscourto
were in the pathoath of thebe cloud as itIs
passed from filly hospital toward thehe
river the convention hall lost part of
the roof tonten days work and an ex
pend iture of will make thehe hall
good again

in the district between sixth street
and the river north from clotean
avenue the tornado tore a path every
building sustaining damage smoke
stacks and chimneyschimney toppled over waUawalls
were leveled and thousands of windows
smashed and miles of telegraph and
telephone wires left a net work on the
ground through this district the
streets are impassable they are covbov
ered in places with debris tonten tootfeet
deep along the levee front the
hawsershawkers snapped and the boats were
sent adrift some to go downdowin others tote
go ashore on the eastern i bank the
lotslotsofof life which might have taken
place at anisto is point was averted by the
hour at which the tornado came A
little later excursion steamers would
have been going out

the death dealing cloud crossed the
riverover at such angle asan to strike and
wreck the upper works at the east end
of the ends bridge and to sweep part
of feeteast st louis perhaps the most
impressive evidence of thehe storm
clouds force tois seen in the wrench of
the eastern end of the rod bridge
there the tornado dealt with
stone and masonry it tore off
and tumbled down tons upon tons of
masonry beginning with the big
eastern pier and extending to a tootfoot of
incline the cloud out off the upper part
of the structure as if it hadbad been a
flimsy trestle instead of a structure of
world famed masonry fire added
much to the loveom account the alarm
system was paralyzed and thehe spap
Drodrouchesaches were blockaded

the fire added a least to
the losses ofef the storm 1vI

such a night of horrorhonor in st louis
was never known before the hurri-
cane came when the business men of
the city hadbad begun to send the workers
to their homes the service on almost
all the street railways was suddenly
suspended when night came soon
after the premature daidarkeningbening brought
by the tornado no electric lamps
blazed up many thousands of men
anaADU women toiled homewards through
the drenching rain

indinstst louis the destroyer seemed to
have a course that lay chiefly between
the railroad track and lafayette
avenue though it swept the entire
city cutting a wide swath wherever it
aid any damage the complete sussu
pension of telephone communication
and street car traffic multiplied the
inconveniences aad obstacles that be
set the police department and added to
the general discomfort there were a
few means of summoning the ambu-
lances for the removal of the dead or


