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The tornado vented Ite greatest fury
:alopg the river front. Tne Jevee for
miles np aod dowa Wegs devustated snd
laid waste. (Qreal steamers were Llorno
from their moorings at the first blastand
Hlown down the river for miles, Of all
abe oraft tbat iined the river tor miles
put ooe remalos to tell the story of the
disaster. It bang stesdlily to its moors
ings throggbout. When the toroade
strack tbe river tbhe light of day vau-
isbed in 8 moment snd those at work
on the levee could barely discern the
forms of the steamers ms one after
anotber pitched &and tossed apu
finally with a crasb were blown out
ioto the dark walers and disappeared-
The scene was one 0of wild oncertainty
and chaoe, No one knew whither to
seek safety from the fury of the elorm.

After the tornado bad passed it left a
gcene of desolation where ten minates
befors steamers had rocked quietly at
thelr docke, some just arrived and
discherging their passengers; wothers
preparing for departure.

Trucks and baggage bad been tossed
hither and thither tiost of it into the
river, Piows and agricaltural imple-
anents bad been distribuled up and
down the levee a8 Iar as pould be seen
and the whole appearance was that oi
waste anad wreck.

Tte steamer J. J, Odell,of the Illlnols
river packet line, was blown onl from
4ts whar! at the frout of Morgan street,
gorashed into the sectlon pler of the
KEads brtdge aod sank. Her boilers
blew up before she dieappeared. She
had & crew ol iwelve and tbree Women
paesengera bepldes ber oaptain, George
Townsend, an old river man who hae
bis bome in 8t. Louis. Three of her
crew, Juok Morrissey, Pat Milan and a
man named Moore reached land sately.
The two {ormer jumped before the
-explosion and ocaught driit wood.
Moore was blown overbourd by Lbe
exploaion and was cul about the beand,
bat mepaged to swim sahore. 'Three
otbers of the crew colung to the pier
and made tbelr way up to tbe bridge
Jproper.

There i8 no way of estimating the
oumber of lives that were lost on the
river eraft that bappened to be near
when the cyclone came, Hundreds
of barges were moored all along the
fgiver bank, In some instances as
many 82 ten and twelve persone were
on board when the anchorage gave
way under the terrible etrain. Men
were blown into the water, the barges
goverturned and the destructlon of
life will be large. Beveral boats were
jerked from their moorings snd car-
ried far down tbe river., The tug
Belle of Baion Rouge, which was an-
obored up the river, was oarrled far
down theriver, rolling over and final~
1y struck tbe craft of the Wiggine
Ferry company at the front of Choteau
Avenue, where it sunk,

Bt, Louis, May 25.—Wbhen tbe sun
¥ose on St. Lonls and vicinity thie
moroing it ehone upon a ecens of terrl-
ble ruip and dicaster, Wind, raln
and fire had combined in 8 mijssion o!
destruction. Two bondred liver are
lost in thecity and many more in Esst
8t, Louis, while tbousands were io-
jured, many 8o severely that they
cannut recover. The damege snd des-
truction to property will aggregate
many millions, Tbe terrivle toruado
tbat csused thie destruction strack the
olty in thie afterpoon at 5:15 and East

8t. Louis felt the effects of the greatest
demamge,

Hours of sultrinees, pufls of wind
coming hy turns from al) points of the
compass, Lbe lying bither and thitber
of light, mist-like formations acroes the
dull, dark-colored masses—there wWere
characteristice of the sfterncon which
brought to Bt, liouis tbhe most dis-
astrous storm in the olty’s blstory.
For houra the torrents sbifted,the wind
blew bot and cold and & slorm cen-
ter developed. The fury of the elements
waas born within tbe city’s limils.
On the west & thunder storm developed.
Early wutterings indiecated nothing
more alarming than a downpour with
the ordinary electrical accompani-
ments, This rain cloud came up slow.
ly at first from the west, beyonid Forest
Park. As the black cloud mouopted
higber above the borizon, its arc em-
braced more territory to the nortb and
soutb., A strong wind (rom tbe east
began Lo blow right in the face of the
storm. It was tbe Jower current. Sud-
denly the wind stopped blowing from
tbe east and there swept from the
northwest a terrific gale wbich made
the best bujlt structures tremble with
the hurricene, for that wae at first the
form the storm took,when it broke over
the westexrn purt of the ¢ity; tben
came the deluge. 'From a lew minutes
before 5 o’clcck unty) 5:30, this burri-
cape blew from tbe nortbwest; then
there came a lull. The currentsenifted.
In tne southwest there came inte exist-
e ce astorm cloud with essential fea.
tures of a tornado, funoel shape, This
second storm burst mpon the city from
the soutbhwest. It came in on Booth
Lafayelte park, struck the city bowspital
and irom there tore ite way through
tbe city to the river by a northeasterly
course. It wrougbt a bavoc that will
leave traces in that part of tbe olty
which lies emst of Seventh slreetl
and north of Cerre street to Eads
bridge. Boats were torn from thelr
moorings and capsized or went adrift.

Bhortly after slx o’clcck 'with the
rugp morethan am bour abhove the west-
ero bhorizon there seltled npon thbe
cily clouds so dense that the daylighbt
gaickly gave place (o tbe daikness of
midnight. That was a pregcursor ol
tbe tornado from the soutbwest. The
hurricane from the portbwest gave
the western portion of the clty a severe
shaking up. Tbe tornado from the
soutbwest, which is responsible for tbhe
loss of lite and destruoction aloog the
levee district and East 8t Louis, lol-
lowed the burricane by abeut half an
bour. Health Commiseloner Strukioff,
about two boure after the tornado had
passed, eent Word that the deaths
would reach 200 and that no fewer
than 1,000 persone had sustained seri-
ous injuries. .

By midnight tbe reporters had vis.
Ited all the stricken’ portions of the
oity and the suburos. ‘The llst of dead
discovered fell far below the first eati-
mates, but it was long enough lo be
appalling. Orusbed beneath falling
waulis, burled againstsides ol buildiogs,
struck by flyiag tlmbers, outl by shbal-
tered glase, shocked by 8 Detwork of
wiree, bumanity euffered io waysin.
pomerable asod the names of all in-
jurea will never be Enown.

Ot the destruction of properiy there
oan be no satistactory estimate. The

joes 1o extent and in caaracter is 'be-
}'yong conceptlon. In tbe fiasbhing

Ilghtnlng last night tbe eity hospital
coked like a ruln. The new surgical
ward was partially demolisbed. Por-
tiona of three otber bulkiings were nn-
roofed and the walls were oracked. In
the darkneee tbe physiolans began the
removal of the patients to tbe tem-
porary quarters, There were 45 sick
people in tbe bospital, - When the
gtorm came scme gathered atiength in
thelr fright and ran sbrleklog Jrom the
place, finding sbeller on tbe outside,
Thirteen were Injured In one ward.

The convention hall and four conrts
were in the palh of tbke cloud =as
prased from Killy bospital toward tbe
river. The convention ball loet part of
the roof. 'Ten daye’ work and an ex-
penditure of $5,000 will muke the hall
good agaln.;

In the district between Bixth street
and the river north from Chotean
avenle the lornado tore s patb, every
bulldipg sustaining damege, Bmoke
stacks and ebimneystoppled over,walla
were leveled,and tbousandeof windows
smanshed and miles ot telegraph and
ieiepbone wires left a net work on the
ground. Tbrough this distriet the
streets are impas:able. They mre cov.
ered in places with debris ten feet
deep. Along the levee front the
hawsers snapped snd the boats were
sent adrift, some to go down, otbers te
zo ashore on the enstern, bank: The
jues of lile wbieb migbht bave taken
place at tois point was averted by the
hour st which the tornado came. A
littie later exeursion steamers wouold
bave been goling oult.

The death dealing eloud orossed tha
river at euch angle as lo strike and
wreck the upper works al Lthe east end
of the Eads bridge and to 8Weep par
of East 8t. Liouis. FPerhaps the most
impreesive evidenoe of the storm
cloud’a force 18 eeen io the wrench of
tbe enstern end of the Eads bridge.
There the Tornado deall with
stcne wnnd mesonry. 1t tore off
and tnmbled down lone @pon tone of .
masonry, Beginning witbh the big
enstern pier and extending to a foot of
incline the cloud cutl off the upper part
of the structore as if it bad heen a
fiimey trestle instead of a stracture of
world-famed masonry, Fire added
much to tbhe loss accouat, The alsarm
system was paralyzed and the ap-
nroacbes were biockaded.

The fire added at least $500,000 to
the Joeses of the storm.

Bucb a night of borror jn 8t. Loais
was never known before. The hurri-
cane pame when the business men of
Ibe city bad begun to send the workers
to thelr bomes, Theservice on aimost
all the street railways wasa suddenly
suspended. When night came gsoon
after the premature darkening brought
by the toroado, no electrio lamps
blazed up. Many tboueands of men
and women (ofled bomewards through
tbe drencbing rain.

En Bt Louis the destroyer seemed to
have & course that Jay chietly between
tbe railroad track sand Latayeite:
avenuoe, though it swept the enlire
city, cutting » wide swath wherever jt
did apy uamage, The oomplete sus-
pension of telephone communication
aod street osr traflic multiplied the
lococveniences amd obslacles that be-
set the police department and added to
tbe general discomfort. There were a
few mends of emmooing the ambu-
lances for the removal of the deud or



