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[From the ** Chicago Times.”]
THE MORMON KINGDOM.

THE INTEROCEANIC PARADISE MADE A
POLITICAL FOOTBALL AND AN
ARENA OF STRIFE.

ITS ALLEGED DANGEROUS AXND IM-
MORAL " INSTITUTIONS CONSIDERED
IN THE LIGHT OF THE STATIS-
TICS OF CRIME.

POLYGANMOUS MARRIAGES,

SALT Laxke Crty, Jan. 24.—[Special.]
—Isolated, and yet central on the great
highway of the trans-missouri region;
elevated, and yet sheltered by the
Rocky mountains on the east and north
and the Sierras on the west; insular,
and yet more cosmopolitan than any
rural population on the face of the
globe; Li ysically attractive, and yet
rent with the turmolil of pnhtical and
religious distractions ; home.of the sage
brush, and yet raising eighty bushels of
grain to the -acre; a day-and-night’s
journey from anywhere, and yet in the
very eye of the world; an empire of
{mrzuluxes and antitheses: this is the
‘tah of to-day, and of the pgst twenty
years.

The capital city is one of singular
attractiveness. In its air of spacious-
ness and liberality of plan, it is second
only to Washington. Even during this
winter season, what is not intrinsically
beautiful is suggestively so, when
spring shall have opened the ﬁﬂwers,
and quickened the foliage, and letloose
the waters that shall cover the valleys
with verdure. Ineverything—the farm-
like blocks, the wide avenues, the
stately and often gracefunl architecture,
the waterways for irrigation, sewage,
and sprinkling, the editices for worship,
education, and amuscment, the employ-
ment of gas, the electric light, and rafl-
ways—in everything is seen, on the part
of this Mormon people, the evidences
of unbounded faith in themselves and
thelr future, and a wise use of whatever
whatever adds to the comfortand ad-
vantage of the community. And Salt
Lake City is the magnitied prototype of
a dozen or more lesser but beautiful
cities and towns scattered through the
Utah wvallevs. All are laid out on the
same comprehensive plan, looking to
the comfort of the future dense popula-
tions, as well as the present. There is
BOMETHING WONDERVULLY IMPRESSIVE
in the tokens, revealed on eveéry hand,
of the faith of this singular people in
themselves and their destiny. They plan
and build not for the day. There are
centuries of anticipation in every rep-
resentative act.

The Mormon inhabitants comprise
about 78 per cent of a population which,
numbering 144,000 in 1880, must now
count nearly 160,000, In the 22 per cent,
minority are represented the most
prominent of the Christian sects,
though generally with slender follow-
ing. The bulk of the *outsiders,’’ as
they are classed, are unsectarian or
GF::nl}r irreligious, They comprise,
almost exclusively, the mining popula-
tion, the adventurers, and in the towns
a fair proportion of the business class.
The farmers are, with scarcely an ex-
ception, Mormons,

No special bitterness or dislike seems
to exist between the Mormons and the
various Christian sects. On the cont-
rary, courtesies which have quite the
seeming of Christian charity are fre-
quently exchanged; often enough to
bear inferential testimony on the part
of each that the others are not totally
depraved. And really, setting aside the
one dogma of plural marriage, there is
no essential difference between Mor-
mon theology aad any other of the
Christian sort; and such as existsis
less a question of difference than
degree. The Mormon creed is omnivo-
rous: it assimilates all of all creeds,
present and past, The Mormon is a
more latitudinarian Congregationalist
than Beecher, a inore veritable Baptist
that St. John, and he out-Romanizes
any Catholic In his arrangements for
the reclamation of the impenitent dead.
He swallows without gulping,, and
dizrests withont griping, the entire bible
from Genesis to RevelationyApochrypha
included, and thrives on the mass as
literal manua from heaven; supplemen-
ting, by way of dessert, 1115 religious
menn with o dainty bit of bible of his
own. 5o itis not strange to find among
even the strait-laced of the Christian
clergy those, like Rev, Dr. Tuttle,
Episcopal hisfmp of Utah, who are will-
ing to bear testimony to Mormon merit.
This fiberal }:relatr}, in a lecture deliv-

erefd m New York a few years ago, said
‘1 Lunow the people of the east have

of I:;hu‘.l'u:
obtained the mostunfavorable opinion
of theru, and baye judad them unjustly.
They have many traits that are worthy
of admiration, and they believe with a
fervent faith that their religion is a
dirvect revelation from God. We of the
cast are accustomed to look upon the
Mormons as either thedicentious, ar-
rogant, or rebellious mob, bent only on
U.u?inr.: the United States government
and deriding the faith of the Christians.
This isnot €0, I know them to be hon-
est, faithful, praverful workers, and
carmest in their daith that heaven will
hless the Church of Latter-Day Saiunts.
Another strong and admirable feature
in the Mormuon religion is the tenacious
and eflicient organization, They follow
with the greatest care all the forms of
the old church.”

But: the reciprocal dislike of the un-
seotarian geutile and Mormon can not
be exaggerated. This, on the gentile’s
part, does not have ils root in religious
antagonism. It is_outside of doctrine
or dogma. It springs from political,
though not necessavily party, jealousy.
It is a strife for

—

THE MASTERSHIP OF UTAH,

and it is marked by an intensity of bit-
terness without parallel in any other
section. :

The two institutions of Mormondom
which are the subjects of severest eriti-
cisim are their secret courts, or councils,
and their system of polygamy.

The first is that which anti-Mormons
assert to be a complete system of

covernment, through which the rights,
duties, interests, and affairs of the Mor-
mon population are defined, imposed
conserved, and regulated, sccretly and
through Prleaﬂy intervention and con-
trol, to the detriment and danger of the
community. It is charged that these
councils make np a government within
the government, an imperivin in imperio.
and so are not merely institutions dis-
respectful to the legally-constituted
authorities, but schools of treason and
a menace Lo the state,

The Mormon answer to this eriticism
is that these councils are simply con-
ciliatory courts, for the arbitration of
matters arising between brethren of
the same faith, voluntarily resorted to
by those involved in disputes, and
whose awards must be voluntarily ac-
quiesced in or remain without effect.

he Mormon theory is that the bulk of
differences which result in widespread
quarrels, frequently involving entire
communities, may readily be composed
and adjnsted if taken in hand at their
beginning and before the passions of
the disputants become seriously ex-
cited. For this purpose, in each of the
smallest divigions of church jurisdic-
tion, agents—called teachers—are em-
ployed, whose business it is to ac-
quaint themselves with neighborhood
grievances, and bf ringing the parties
together geek their composition. Fail-
ing in this, the matter is reported to
the Bishop of the district, or ward,who
offers his services, with those of his
counselors, as a court of arbitration.
Appeals lie from the award of this
Bishop’s court through other similarly
constituted bodies of higher dignity,
unill that of last resort is reached, be-
fore thejflrst president and cuuncﬂ. If
the final award is rejected, the church
discipline allows a sentence of disfel-
lowship against the contumacious
party. No other penalty is attempted
to be enforced, as in the nature of the
case none could be.

It is difficult to see how this course
of prodeeding differs from that of other
ecclesiastica: tribunals, execept that it
covers a wider range, and secks in the
interest of harmony and good-fellow-
ship to adjust secular as well as doe-
trinal disputes. But this Mormon sys-
tem, while it exceeds in its scope the
similar courts of many other religious
bodies, is no more extensive than that
em?ln}fed by the sect of Quakers,
which, in its furtherance of ‘‘peace on
earth, good will to men,”’ has always
been held to be one of their highest
titles to the respect of mankind.

That substantial justice is the rule of
the awards of these conciliatory courts
is shown by the fact that they are
habitually resorted to by the Mormon
laity. It is idle to say, as it is fre-
unently said, that they are forced
thither by the terrorism of priests, to
become the subjects of spoliation and
wrong: for whatever their average in-
telligence, no system habitually unjust
in temporal affairs could retain the
support of any people. And that it
does command their confidence is
shown by this fact, that the records of
the civil courts reveal scarcely an in-
stance where plaintifi and defendant
ere both of the Mormon faith. Gen-
tiles sue Mormons, and Mormons sue
(Gentiles; but Mormon suing Mormon
is a procecding so rare as practi-
cally to be unknown to the judicial

history of Utah. Now, whether
the average quality of justice,
administered in these tribunals is

above or below that of the civil courts,
is, it wonld seem, a question solely for
the solution of those who resort to
them. There is no legal compulsion
attaching to them ;they are self-impos-
ed and self-endured ; and if they fail to
answer the purpose of their existence,
will be self abrogated by disuse. No
harm can come of their employment
but much good from the private and
speedy settlement of neighborhood
uarrels; and least of all need they be
the oceasion of public jealousy as ar-
rogating the functions of the public
judiciary. Litigation isnot a plant of
50 rare value that its growth should
be fostered and stimulated; and soci-
ety would be the gainer if arbitration
were substituted iun its place more
generally than it now is, and that, too,
:vhiether under priestly or secular con-
rol.

The anti-Mormons charge that the
arbitration business of these eccles-
lastical councils is only an incidental,
not the actual, purpose of their crea-
tion; and that under its cover

TREASON IS FOSTERED

and organized, until the system has
become dangerous to the country,
whose safety demands its destruction.
This charge is uusnp}mrted by any

ublic evidence, and as it is strenuous-
y denied by the Mormon authorities,
it becomes simply a disputed assertion
and is placed without the pale of pro-
fitable discussion.

1t is not proposed to consider, at this
time, the religious aspects {}f poly-
gamy. If it were not o
tution it would appear from biblical
history to have been, at least, of divine
toleration, and that, in the ancient
days, those who enjoyed the peculiar
favor of God enjoyed, also, the un-
Kecuhar favor of multitudinous wives,

braham, Jacob, Moses, David are
names which the pious world have ut-
tered reverently for thousands of years,
and the measure of their polygamic

divine insti-

sins, if such they were, is left for those
' who have taste for religious disputa-
tion. It is pertinent, however, to take
into account the influence of polygamy
upon the morals of the people addicted
to 1ts practice. And to ascertain the
condition of public morals, there is no
| cuide so trustworthy as the public
records of criminal statisties. e in-
herent vice of a people ean not be sup-
pressed; it must rise to the surface,
and find, at last, its condemnatory re-
cord in the calendar of erime.

The criminal statistics of Utah are
kept with unusual precision and care.
Not only the nativity of criminals is
registered, but the charter of religious
belief, or non-belief, as the case may
be. This system {
basis for the prosecution of the inguiry
in hand. These statistics for the year
prior to 1882 have been published,andthe
use of the facts educed from the eriminal
records of 1881 by the Hon. James W,
Barclay, M. P.,in an article which
lately appeared in The Nineteenth Cen-
tury, has excited much comment here
and abroad. This gentleman stated
that, with Mormons constituting the
bulk of the population of Salt Lake
City (in 1881 there were about 18,500
Mormons to 5,500 non-Mormons), the
convicts contained in the city prison
were 29, and In the county prison 6,but
of these only 9 were Mormons. Inthe
territorial penitentiary in 1881 there
were 51 convicts, but only 5 of them
were Mormons, and of these 2 were
there for polygomy. Ouy of 125 pri-
soners in the lock-up 11 only were
Mormons, and some of these for poly-

my. The returns of arrests in Salt
Aake City in the same year showed 169
Mormons against 851 non-Mormons.
That is, with over three-quarters of
the population of Salt Lake City the
Mormons furnished only one-sixth of
the number of arrests in 1881. These
records, which correspond substan-
tially with those of former years, cer-
tain g exhibited the Mormons in a fa-
vorable light compared with those who
denounce them as licentlous, brutal,
and degraded. |
The statistics at hand for 1882, which
it is believed, have not hitherto been
published, cover a wide field, taking in
all the populous districts of the terri-
tory. The total number of all arrests
for crimes and misdemeanors in these
localities during 1882 was 2,198, of
which the 78 per cent. of the Mormon |
population furnished 800, and the 22
per cent. of the non-Mormon 1,808, A
tabular exhibit of the grosser crimes
embodied in the above total show :
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" Territorial and city exhibits show an
Mormon population through the sym-
pathy of Mormon police officers and
magistrates, such suspicion will be re-
moved by the summary of the records
0of the Territorial penitentiary for the

same year. It will be recollected that,

for the conviction of this class of erim-
inals,

THE WHOLE MACHINERY OF THE LAW,

judicial and ministerial, is in the hands
of the Federal government. The
number of
the yvear was 28. Of these but 1 was an
orthodox Mormon, and she a woman
conflned for one day for contempt o
court; 5 others were Mormons oniy by
reason of their parentage, and the re-
maining 22 were: 8 Catholics, 4 Metho-
dists, 1 Jew, 1 Adventist, 1 Presby-
terian, and 7 of no religious faith.

The tabular statement of the arrests
throughont the Territory for1882 fur-
nishes food for varied reflection. One
application only will be made. If those
practicing polygamy are, as a class,
actuated by the licentious motives
with which they are charged, why is it
that the affiliated crimes of prostitu-
tion, brothel-keeping, lewd conduct,
inatﬂ-ting women, exposing person, at-
tempting rape, obscene and profane
langunage, occasioning in all 179 ar-
rests, are so nearly monopolized by the
non-Mormon element that the propor-
tion should be 85 to 17 Crime breeds
its congeners; and does not this table
of crime furnish proof of the general
honesty of those who enter the poly-
gamic state? E. S. G.

CORRESPONDENCE.

LETTER FROM ELDER B. H.
ROBERTS,

KAXNSAS CIT‘;,—EI{L, Fnb-_. 3, 1884,
Editor Deseret News:

Your correspondent left the ““City of
the Saints” on the 20th of January for
the East, in company with James
Dwyer and Harry Il. Perkins, going
over the D, & R, G. Railway as far as
Pueblo,

We shall not attempt to deseribe the
scenery though which this scenic line

I

have already painted the grandeur of
Marshall’s pass, the magnificence of
the Black Cafion of the Gunnison, and
the sublimity of the Royal Gorge.
Twenty-eight hours ride brought us

unfair discrimination in favor of the |

penitentiary convicts for.
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'sant. On the first floor are 26 wards in

each wing. On the second and third
floors only 20 rooms on each.

The wings described are flanked by
other wings, 40 x 86 feet, having their
greatest extent north and south. Spa-
cious dining halls occupy the south
ends of the floors in three divisions,
with pantries and wash rooms adja-
cent. While in the north ends of the
divisions named are bath rooms and
cells with cement floors in which re-
fractory patients are confined.

The cellings are all high, the wards
roomy and cheerful, and everything
scrupulously clean.

It will be seen that the asylum can
accommodate a very large number of
patients; but at present there are only
1056 inmates, 65 males, 40 females.

The majority of these unfortunates
are of foreign birth, and Ia.rgeH' tran-
sients; it has therefore been difficult
for the authorities to keep a reeord of
the causes which led to the insanity of
the inmates. We were told, however,
that it is generally caused by dissipa-
tion and licentiousness.

On the whole the building is a grand
and imposing strocture; and so far
has cost the State but $]35,01}U. The
west wing, however, is not yet com-
pleted, and anntﬁer appropriation
must be made by the State before it
can be finished. The establishment
owns 88 acres of land, the greater part
of which is in front of the buildings,
sloping gently towards the south. On
This farm they raise their vegetables,
etc. A portion of the land is set out
in forest trees, which add a charm to
the surroundings.

The institution is under the direc-
tion of Dr. Tombs, a very genial gen-

of America passes. More graphic pens |

tleman of acknowledged ability and
wide experience as a physician.
The asylum 1s a credit to the State
of Colorado, and will stand as a glori-
ous monument in memory ef the pceo-
ple who were generous enough to pro-
vide such comfortable quarters for the
unfortunates in their midst.
Respectiully,

B. H. ROBERTS.

iy - ——
LEGISLATURE.
COUNCIL.

Tuesday, February 5th.
Council met at 2 p.m.
Mr. Tuttle presented a petition from
Christen Anderson, of Ephraim, San-
Ectq County, for change of name to
hristen Fransen, Read and referred

€A

to the *‘ancient” city of
PUEBLO.

Ancient, because it is supposed to be a
little more than a hundred years old
and a city in the Western States o
America a hundred years old, is decid-
edly ‘‘ancient.”

ears ago, Pueblo consisted of a few
Mexican huts, built of adobies, and
was innocent of knowing anything
bout the world. But some Roman
atholic priests found this collection
of huts or ‘‘plazzas,” and taught the
simple native the f’ormﬂ of their own
faith. Subsequently precious metals
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208 1,578

So thatl the Mormons, comprising 78
per cent, of the population of the Ter-
ritory, contribu one-eighth of the
arrests made during 1882, and the nen-
Mormons, haviug only 22 per ceat. ¢con-
tributed seven-eighths. :
In those pursuits haviugz a demoral-
izing tendency, the distribution was as
follows:

|

to the committee on judiciary.

Mr. Grover brought up a report from
the committee on judiciary, said com-
mittee having examined C. ¥. No. 7
without amendment, and recommend-
ing its passage. Received and placed
on t.ablei to come up in its order.

Mr. Grant presented a report from
the committee on printing, reporting
back C. F. No. 12, 100 copies having
hee%%r_mted. Received and laid on
the le to come up in regular order.

Mr. Grant presented the report of the
committee on appropriations on H. R.
16. They reported it back without

were discovered in the mountain mu%ea |
which occasioned a rush from the
Eastern States. And as Pueblo was
not far from some of the richest “*pros-
pects,” its population inereased. The
railroads followed on the heels of the
sturdy miner—anxious to bear away
the precious ore released from its rock-
bound vaults by his tiréless blows, to
parts to where it could be made into
coin, and so take part in the World’'s
commerce. Pueblo, is now called
a prospering town of about 18,000 pop~

ation, kept u]% by its railroads and
steel works. We had made up our
minds to visit these steel works, but
E&amed that they were not in opera-

on. |

As we had several hours to lay over
here, we expected to have a dull time;
but looking ,off to the northwest, we
saw, about a mile and a half distant,
a fine three-story building. On ingniry
we learned it was the

STATE ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE.

Why net visit that? Our {riends had
often said we would eventually go to
the asylum, and now was a chance to
wake their prophecy true. We went.
The building is a magnificent struc-
ture, facing the south, with a founda-
tion of light colored sandstone, sur-
mounted a superstructure three
stories high, made of brick.

The main building 1586 x 46 fee
having its greatest extent north an
south. The three floors of this divi-

: Non- |
Mor-

Mormons, mons,

No. saloons and breweries........ 16 146
No. billiard tables and bowlmg al-

[ ¢ FURSETEY RN E REE T e A g | 46

No. gambling-houses. ..o covpece s — 10

Total.veevs e o taglnl 17 202

The number of brothels ‘throughout
the Territory was 12, all kept by non-
Mormons; number o©f inmates not
given. ‘ |

The criminal record of Sait Lake
City, for 1882, shows that, in a ly]yopulr.-
tion of about 25,000, divided etween
Mormouns and non-Mormons as 19 to 6;
the total number of arrests was 1,561
of which 188 were Mormons and 1,375
non-Mormons. Classed by sex, -the
number of Mormon men and boys was
177; non-Mormon, 1,271; Mormom wo-
men, 11; non-Mormon, 103, Of the 66
houses where beer and liquor were re-
tailed by the glass, 60 were kKeépt b
non-Mormong, and “the remainin e%
nominally Mormons, were not entitl
to participate in the sacraments of the
church by reason of their calling. The
15 billiard rooms and bowling alleys,
and the T gambling hounsés were all
kept by non-Mormons. The 6 brothels
had non-Mormon sproprietnrg;and theéy
were filled by 81 non-Mormon- in-
mates. g o

If it should be suspected that these

sion of the building are divided into
six rooms on each floor, connected by
fine halls. Thais is the exccutive de-
partment. . '

Back of the main building are the
servant’s quarters, where the cooking,
washing, etc., is done. In the base-
ment of this division are two boilers of
sixty horse power each, which* furnish
heat for the whole builéljng. But this
is not all; an engine is attached; and
702 yards away a well has been sunk in
the old bed of the . Arkansas River., A
pump, run by the engine above men-
tioned, forces the water of it through a
pipe over seven hundred yards long,
and furnishes water for the whole es-
tablishment, besides Iirrigating the
dens, lawns and trees surrounding
building. |

On cach side of the main structure is
a wing 34 x 88 feet, with its greatest
extent east and west, A runs
through the centre of eéach wing—
lengthways of it—which widens into
large reading-rooins, lighted by spaci-
ous bay windows. 31-11111 d on each
side of these halls are the wards, of
convenient size, light, airy, and plea-

1

amendment, recommending its ;pas-
saze. Received and laid on the table
to be farther dealt with.

Mr. Bartoa introduced a bill, C. F.
17, to amend chapter 29 of the laws of
18%0. Passed its first reading and was
referred to the committee on high-

Ways.

hfr., Hammond presented a bill, C. F.
No. 17, to extend the powers of incor-
porated cities., The bill passed its flrst
reading and was referred to the com-
mittee on municipai corporations and
towns,

Mr. H. J. Richards introduced a bill
C.¥.No. 18, to repeal Section 21 of
Lhag;:er 81, of the Laws of 18380. Read
the first time, and referred to the com-
mittee on asylum for the insane.

C. F. No. 11, a bill to restrain the
running at large of sheep in certain
cases, next came-up forits third read-

as_special order of the day,

r. Woolley moved that the enacting
clause of the bill be stricken out. |
After much discussion in which the
President, having temporarily vacated
};hetchmr, took part; the motion was
ost.

On motion of Mr. Taylor the bil was
recommitted to the committee on pub-
lic health, with instructions to incor-
porate a provision covering all cases
where the herding of sheep near
streams would be an injury to the in-
habitants of towns,

Council adjourned to 2 p.m. to-mor-
IOW.

Wednesday, Feb. 6.
Council met at 2 p.m 4

The clerk read a communication from
the IHouse signifying their concur-
rence in Council amendment H. F. No.
16, on clerical help. Received.

Mr. Heybora presented three peti-
tions from the inhabitants of Iron and
Gartfield Counties asking for an appro-
priation of $1,000 for road-making pur-

oses. Referred to committee on
E.\ihwa. s,
. H.J. Richards presented, from

the committee on public health, C. F.
guiqu, 111.’1}1:1 'f[l,;ae.i ﬁuhstituﬁe themfmu, C.
‘. No, 19, on the table to be
furthe l_i‘de%lt with. it
. 1aylor presented report of the

committee on” claims andppuhlic ac-
counts in. reference to the petition of
Geo. P. Billings, sheriff, San Pete
County, recommendiog that the claim
be not accorded. Report adopted.
Mr. Tuttje presented a communica-
tion from Messre. T. B. Lewis and A
Miner. The communication was read
and referred to the eommittee on lib-
rary with instructions to draft a bill.

_Mr. Barton submitted a fbhill, C. F.
No. 20, to amend chapter 28 of the laws



