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A MISSIONARY'S INTERVIEW WITH
MOBOCRAT WILLIAMS,

PULLEY?’s MILLS, Willlamson Co.,
I, Jaouary 24, 1885,

There in such a manifest cbange cf
feeling nmong the people not of tbe
faith of the Saints eluce I left my two
years® misslon to the Boutbern Biates,
seven years ago, that 1 {elt it would be
only & matter of justice and perhaps
interest to niention my pleasant ex.
perience among them up to the
preseut.

Having been ocalled by the Prophst
of God ‘‘as waa Asron,” and set apart
on the 4th day of January, 1895, by
Elder Heber J. Grant, to luhor in the
Northern Siates mission, 1 bade adieu to
{air Utah apd forsook bouses anu lande,
family aod frleods and all that was
dear on earth, to prove my faith in the
Gospel by may work, on the following
day.

The journey was very pleasant, made
au largely by tne congenial and very
agreeanle company of Elder Bamuei
W. Ricnards, being on his wuy &2
preside over the Eastern States mils-
sion, wnom L bad the pleasure of ac-
companing as (aras Councll Blufts via
U. P. He continued to New York,
apd [ called upon President Btour,
who, on sccount of ili-bealth, has beeu
releaged to return home.

1 tound Elder Btout to be a bumble,
kind-hearted, ntelligent man, tor
whom I could not heip but show the
utmnst sympatby and vrotherly love.
Muoch could alsu be sald of xindness
and credit due the Baints wbo were
kindly administering Lo him.

A Mr. Huntingion, now deceased,
kindly gavethe mission theuse sfaiarge
hall, situated at 104 Broadway, Coun-
cil Blufts, where the Saipts bold two
meetinge every Bunday, which are
gratuitously advertised by tbe kinu-
ness of four leading newspapers, which
are generaliy preity well atiended,

Brother Joshua R. Ciark, of Grante-
ville, Tooele county, baving been
called to fill the vacenoy caused by the
relesse of Brother Btout, reached here
tbe evening of tho same day that i
atrived, January 7, 1885, It was con-
Jolintly agreed by the two hretbren that
I should Jabor 1n Williameoun county,
ill., and euggested that I go by the
nistoric Nauveo and Cartbage, I was
truly thaokial for this euggention, as 1
always have had a gresl desire to see
these places of sorrow and 8poliation.

Janpuary 8th I bade good byetomy
pew friends Bud bought s ticket to
Burliogton, Obio. From there I went
to Moutrose, just scross the river west,
opposite Nauvoo,

‘The river was frozen over sufficient-
1y to afford tne passage of pedesirians.
Two gentlemen are runnolog opposition
hand slelghe, on which they carry
whatlittle exprees, paesengers ot lug-
gouge there may be fir Navvoo, I rode
on Mr. Reimpoldt’s sleigh, himself
skaling and pusbing the eieigh.

In abput ten micutes We wereagrose
the river, We tben took bis convey-
ance and rode up the rlsing hill where
the once beautiful town of Nauvoo
stuod. I could not help the feeling of
awe that peemed to coreep'over ioe, as
houss after house was poioted out to
me whete the dowc-trodden, robbed,
driven and murdered servanis of (God

houseof the greai Iatter-day Prophet,
Joseph Bmith. The houses that are
remaining, which the Baints bulilt, nre
among the beat average buildings of
today.

I registered at the Arlingion hotel,
from Balt Liake City, and I soon made
my business known, and was intro-
duced to an old gevtleman who lived
bere in the times of trouble, by the
name of Thomas E, Keiley, who re-
ceived me very klndly and spared oo
paine in giving me all the information
he could command, We visited all the
houses of note now selanding, and [
carefully made & note of the history of
each, as glven by bim. He condemned
with the most severs emphasis Lhe
way the Mormons had heen treated,
He said he was only a boy tbhen, but
was oye witnees to *‘Jack-Mormons
slealing from parties aud hiding it
upon the places of Mormon leadere,
snd then gning Lo the parties
whom they had stolen from and telling
them tbey'd bet the Mormon leaders
had them.?’ He said be never belongeu
to the Charcb, but bis father once
djd, but bad wpostatized in the daye of
Joseph Bmith, ‘‘*because of polyg-
amy.*?

1 pext called at the Nauvoo Rusiler
prioting office, nud gained what intor-
mution I could of the preeent fesling
towsard the Mormone, The people bere
universally acknowledge the mistake ¢f
those wbo drove the Mormoune, and
agree that it was obe of the most
wicked things that ever happened,
With an exprestive slgh they tell oftbe
time when Nauvoo had avbout 22,000
inhabitants, while Chicago at tbat time
bad 12,000,inbabitants. Nauvoo then,
tbey are ocareful to remiark, bad no
saloobs; now wilh about 1,200 inhabit-
ants it bas several ealoons,

Lieaving tbese people with a kind,
interesting feellng towards the Mor-
mons, I departied for Carthage, having
to recross the river and take train to
Keokuk, Ix, and from there to Car-
thage, i registered at the Grove hotel,
made mv buslaess known, and was
soon Introduced and kinuiy received
by the people. 1 called at the place
wopere tbe Prophet and Patriarch were
killed, and found that I ihad learned
mure aboul the bullding in a morsent?’s
view tuan I bad ever fouod out hy
resding,

Thbe place is now used for a dwelling,
and the kind old lady i8 very huspit-
able in sbowing strangers through the
bouse and glving libernily of her
veautifal eelection of flowere. I sleo
secured a plece of stone from the build-
ng.

[ next called on Bergeant Willlame.
I found him siill bitter in ble epithets
toward the man whom he **saw killed,?”
He said—“We all wanted him kilied;
we held a mesting the nigopt before
and declded to kill him. We loadeu
osul cartridges blank, and agreed Upon
the plan carried out.” He then con-
tinued to say tnat “Joe Bmith was a
bud manj he taught tbhe people to ateal,

. One of hie teachings [ remember now

wus, *The enrth is the Liord?’s, and the

tuluesa thereo!, therefore take whatso-

evel seemeth you good.’ Buchb doc-
ttine as thet woulld make Dad people.??
S0 Williams went on, He then asked
me where I was from. [ told him
from Salt Lake Qity. He would oot
tell me nny mote, and was seized witn

opce lived; among tbem belng tbe’such a vielent sbivering and shaking,

that hie daughter politely asked me ir
I would not defer further conversation.

Sergeant Willinme, as he calls bim-
aell, Jives in about tbhe poorest bouse in
Cuarthage. The forest treesin their na-
tive wildnees, remain with the greatest
possible daliness, an1everything, both
within and without, bears the frownm of
a just God.

I found people in both of these towns

who would look at the Views of Salg
Liake City, which I bad with me, and
with a suspicious moisture lo their
eyes exprees; “Buarely tbe Lord Is with
theee people or they could oot endare
and accomplish what they bave,”
' January 12thil met Brothars Bentley
and Roberts, at Marion, Willilameon
county, LI, There seems to be a yreat
interest igpthe Gospel by many of the
people of this and adjoinlug counties.
Many houees ate being opened for us
to preaoh, A numher of baptiems have
oocultey, Aand many more persons de-
sire to be baptized. Just this week, oune
ol the largest boweesin the Viginity
bas been opened for uato hold = sbriea
¢f meetinges in, and at lenst one has
been permanentiy opened.

Miulsters apparently have become
convinced that they huve no argument
that wili stand against the pure (Fospej
as taught by the Morwons, and lnsome
instances are makiog us n bome at
their housés and speaking to cur praise
in their churches, This has been done
especinlly oy a Rev, Jobneon, of the
Presbyterian chureh, who huppened to
visit Bajt Liake City and the Taher-
nacie, hearing President Joseph F.
Smith preach, when he was traveliug
with the Presbylere lust summer. He
prooounces thbe Mormons a “good peo-
ple with & good religlon. ®’ and that
they bave the ‘‘most beautiful singlog
he ever heard,*’

The Baints and the people genetally
are very kind and hospitable to ue, and
we fee] to bless them and explain the
pure (Gospel of Jesus Chbrist freely as
we have (reely received of it

The harvesat traly I8 great, but the
iaborers nre few, Elder Beatiey lo-
forms me that he now bas room for
twelve Eldere, and cannot gel them.
We tberafore “pray the Lord of the
barvest that He will send forth more
laborers.?’

I bope the Elders will nolice this—
for I understand people ure messura-
bly apxious to hear all through the
mission and lodeed, I may say, the
Uonited Btates—anu that the klders
wlil not tbink the missionary work
ended. BAMUEL (. BPENCER,

PROSPEROUS MESA.

MEgsa City, Jan. 21, 1865,

For some Weeksa past we have hud
just such raius as makes the farmer
nappy. Some are stitl sowing graln
whiie the earllest sown ls alresdy kuee
high,snd 1 am told tbat lo places
lucern iseven now large enougb to
gut, Winler so far has heen like =»
pleasant spring time, Rosesand other
flowers are yet blooming, with poia-
toes, tomatoes and otber vines stlll
green. Tope citrus tamily of frulis
are bere proving a success beyond our
hopes, Balt river oranges, ia oolor,
excellence and eurly ripening, ure
second to none. And while the scuroity
of money isthe Bkeieton in tbe closet
of all baelness firme, ¥el energy s not
dead, und the ascurapce of s grand



