
THE DESERET WEEKLY
WOW ffor thu paper

A MISSION ARYS INTERVIEW WITH
WILLIAMS

pullay15 williamsonWilliamgon co
illIII january

there isia sucheach a manifest change efcf
feeling among the people notdot of the
faith of the saints sin ce I1 left my two
years mission to the southern states
seveneven yearsyeara ago that I1 felt it would be

only a matter of justice and perhaps
interest to mention my pleasant ex-
perienceperience among them up to the
presentpreaent

having been called by the prophet
of god 11 aa waswaa aaron and setget apart
on the ath day of january 1895 by
elder heber J grant to labor in the
northern states inismissionsion bade adieu to
jairfair utah and forsook houses and landsland
family and friends and all that was
dear on earth to prove my faith toin the

by my work on the following
day

the journey waswag very plessant made
so0o largely by ane congenial and very

greeagreeaolesole company of elder samuel
W richards being on bigbia way ttj
preside over thehe eastern states mis-
sion whom I1 had the pleasure otof acC
compcomparinganing asae far an council bluffs via
U P hebe continued to nownew york
and I1 called upon president stout
who on account of ill health haaban beeb
released to return home

I1 found elder stout to be a humble
kindheartedkind hearted intelligent man tor
whom I1 could not help but show the

sympathy and brotherly love
much could alsoalao be saidalil of kindness
and credit due the saintssainto who were
kindly administering to him

A mr huntingtonHuntin gion now deceased
kindly gave the mission the use of a large
hall situated at broadway couocoun
ollcil bluffs where the saints holdbold two
meetingsmeetinga every sunday which are
gratuitously advertised by the kind
now of four leading newspapers which
arere generally pretty well attended

brother joshua BR darkclark of grante
vilie tooelethoele county having been
called to fillall the vacancy caused by the
releaserelea of brother stout reached here
the evening of the same day that I1
arrived january it waswai con-
jointly agreed by shebe twowo brethren that
I1 shouldbould labor in williamsonWilllamaou county
J if11 and suggested that I1 go by thebe
historic nauvoo and carthage I1 was
truly thankful fir this suggestion asaa I1
always have hadbad a great desire to see
these places of sorrowmorrow and spoliation

january esth I1 bade good bye to myay
nwnew friends siadand bought a ticket to
burlingtonBurlingtOD ohio from there I1 went
to montrose justjuat acrossacront the river west
opposite nauvoo

the river waswaa frozen over
ly to afford ththe passage of pedestriansped estriana
two gentgentlemengentlemenleme are running opposition
band sleighs onen which they carry
what little express passengers or lug-
gage there maybemay be fir nauvoo brodeI1 rode
onam mr vla sleigh himself
skatingabating and pushing the sleigh

in about ten minutes we were across
the river we then took hiabig convey-
ance and rode up the rising hill where
the once beautiful town of nauvoo
stood I1 could not help the feeling ot0
awe that seemed to creep over me as
houseboube after house was pointed out to
me where the doar trodden robbed
driven and murdered servantsser vanta otof god
onoeonee lived among them being wethe

house of the great latter day prophet
joseph smith the housesbouses that are
remaining which the saints built are
among the bestbeat average buildings of
today

1I registered at the arlington hotel
from salt lake city and I1 soon made
my businessbusl nesi known and was intro-
duced to an old gentleman who lived
here in the times of trouble by the
name of thomas E kelley who re-
ceived me very kindly and spared no
pains in giving me all the information
hebe could command we visited all the
housesbouses of note now standing and I1
carefully made a note of the history otof
each asan given by him he condemned
with the modmost severe emphasis the
way the mormonscormons hadbad been treated
he said he was only a coyboy then but
waswag eye witness to jack cormonsmormons
stealing from parties and hiding it
upon the places of mormon leaders
and then going to the parties
whom they had stolen from and telling
them beathebet the mormon leaders
had them 20 he said he never belonged
to the church but bisbig father once
did but bad apostatized in the days otof
joseph smith because of polyg-
amy

I1 next called at the nauvoo rustlerrustier
printing office and gained what infor-
mation I1 could of the present feeling

itoward thehe mormonsMor mons the people hereherp
universally acknowledge wethe mistake ofef
those who drove the mormonscormonsMor mons and
agree that it was one of the most
wicked things that ever happened
with an expressive sigh they tell of the
time when nauvoo hadbad about

chicago at that time
had inhabitants nauvoo then
theyhey are careful to rewremarksark had no

saloonsloonesa now with about 1200 inhabit-
ants it hasbas several saloons

leavinleaving these people with a kind
interesting feelingfading towards the mor
mons I1 departed for carthage having
to reckons the river and take train to
keokuk lain and from there to car-
thage I1 registered at the grove hotel
manemade my business known and was
soon introduced and kindly received
by the people I1 called at the place
where the prophet and patriarch were
killed and found that I1 had learned
muremore about the buildingbuild inginin a momentsmomentis

view I1 hadbad ever found out by
reading

the place tois now used for a dwelling
and thehe kind old lady tois very hospit-
able in showing strangers through the
house and giving liberally of herbar
beautiful selection of flowers I1 also
secured a piece of stone from the build
ng

I1 next called on sergeant williams
I1 found him still bitter in hisbis epithets
toward the man whom he saw killed P

he said htwewe all wanted him killed
we held a meeting the night before
and decided to kill him we loaded
our cartridges blank and agreed upon
the plan carried out 21 he then con-
tinued to say joe smith was a
bad manMAD he taught the people to steal
one of his teachings I1 remember now
was the earth lais tuethe lordslord and the

th erbol therefore take whatso-
ever you good 3 such doc-
trinetri as that would make bad people 22

sodo williams went onOD he then asked
weme where I1 was from I1 told him
from salt lake city he would not
tell me any more and wonwas seized with
such a violent shivering and shaking

that his daughter politely asked me itif
I1 would not defer further conversation

sergeant Wilbillianiliani as he calls him
self lives in about the poorest house in
carthage the forest their na-
tive wildnesswild nesa remain with the greatest
possible dullness an I1 everythingevery thing both
within and without bearsbeara the frown of
aajuaniluat god

I1 found people in both of these townstowne
who would look at therthe views of saltbait
lake city which I1 had with me and
with a suspiciouseuspicioua moisture in their
eyes express surely the lord lais with
wasebebe people or they could not endure

and what they have P

january met brothers bentley
and robertsroberta at marion williamsonWllliam Bon
county ill there seems to be a great
interest ibbe gospel by many of the
people orof this and adjoining counties
many houses are being opened for us
to preach A number of baptisms have
occurredoccur reO and many more persons de-
sire to be baptized just this weeksweek oueone
of the largestlargeant houbouses in the vicinity
has been opened for us to hold a series
of meetings in and at least one has
been permanently opened

ministers apparently have become
convinced that they have no argument
that will stand against the pure gospeegospe
as taught by thekie mormonscormonsMor mons and in some
instances are making us a home at
their houses and speaking to our praise
in their churches this has been done
especially by a rev johnsonJob of the
presbyterian church who happened to
visit saltbait lake city and the taber-
nacle hearing president joseph PF
smith preach when hebe was travelingtravel log
with the presbyterspresbyteryPresby last summer he
pronounces the mormonscormons a good peo-
ple with a good religion jf22 and that
they have the mostmoat beautifullul singing
he ever heardboard pa

the saints and the people generally
are very kind and hospitable to us and
we feel to bless them and explain the
pure gospel of jesus christ freely nsan
we have freely received of it

the harvest truly tois great but the
laborers are few elder bentley in-
forms me that he now has room for
twelve elder and cannot get therathem
we therefore pray the lord tfif the
harvest that he will send forth more
laborers M

I1 hope the elders will notice this
for I1 understand people are mesmeasura-
bly anxious to bear all through the
mission and indeed I1 may saybay the
united stacee and that the elders
will not think the missionary work
ended SAMUEL GQ SPENCER

prosperous
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for someborne weeks past we have hadbad
justjua such rains asaa makes the farmer
nappy some are still sowing grain
while the earliest sownaown laIs already knee
high and I1 am told that in places
lacerd is even now large enough to
outcut winter soao far hasbaa been like a
pleasant spring time roses and other
flowers are yet blooming with pota-
toes tomatoestomatoea and other vinesvinea stillatall
areenreed the citrus family of fruits
are here proving a success beyond our
hopeshonea saltbait river oranges iuio color
excellence and early ripening are
boond to none and while the scarcity
of money inie the skeletoneletonBk in the closet
of all business firms yet energy is not
deaddeada and the assuranceaae urance of a grand


