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out opposition. It contains at the
present time prohably 10,000 people,
and under a more benlgnant rule would
assuredly become a place of great con-
gequence and growth, The dawn of
such a day Is doubtiess close at hand.

A OOM._NG CONTEST.

A great many questlons must be con-
sidered In connection with the great
jssue of the day—what to do with the
Phillppine Islands and other Spanlsh

possessions in the Pacific. One of these
s the positlon of the United States
(should the isiands become ours) In the
event of a great European war. And
thiz may not be very far off. There
are people who look upon the His-
ano-American imbroglio as the be-
binning of a series of conflicta upon
the earth, and who shall say, at pres-
ent, that this vlew of the situation Is
without foundation?

Not long ago Dr. Andrews [n an ad-
dress at the Lakeside assembly in Wis-
consin stated, according to the reports,
that Europe is on the verge of a great
war. The speaker expressed himself
to the effect that Great Britaln and
Russla are likely to engage in a con-
test about Aslatle Turkey before long.
England has been closing in on this
territory and now has India to the east
of it, Bgypt to the south and Cyprus
to the west. Russia, on the other hand,
touches Aslatic Turkey on the polnt
between the Black and Casplan seas.
Jt is tolerably sure that the govern-
ment at St Petersburg has never
given up the traditional policy of ex-
pansion to the south and it |s equslly
sure that Great Britaln cannot c¢on-
template such expansion with tran-
quility. The sent/ment in Europe In re-
gard to Turkey is, besides, simltar
to that [n_this jeountry in regard to
Spain, and any disturbances in the
qurkish empire might arouse a popu-
lar protest against the continuation of
urkish rule and preclpitate a war,
The conditions certalnly are favorable
to such an cutcome In the future.

It is conceivable that a contest com-
menecing in Asiatic Turkey would in-
volve all the powers with interests In
Asgia, perhaps alsos the one that as-
sumes soverelgnty over the Philippines,
and with this possibliity In view the
great questlon of the disposition of
these remote Islands becomes one of

aramount importance. It is well that
all the time necessary is to be given
to its consideration. The power of the
United States to protect them and to
establish a stable al}d beneficial gov-
ernment, should the islands be desired,
js= not doubted. But It Is just as well
to go to work with the utmaost dellbera-
tion so that the whole people under-
stand the cituation, and then, what-
ever the result will be, the nation will
be ready to abfde by the conse-

quen ces.
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SOCTETY DAY,

RELIEF

swThere was & sound of revelry by
night,”” and for the greater part of the
day, at Saltair on Monday. The Fe-
male Relief Soclety of thls Btake of
Zion gathered there In goodly array,
and large numbers of thelr friends
gathered with them, the total aggrega-
tion being estlmated at 2,500-—not so
many as to produce actual discotnfort,
yet sufficient to occupy the availab!e
space qulte fully enough for comforts

ke.
Sa"I'?he program which the managers
prepared and which was carrled out in
full, was of itself worth payirg money
to see. Nothing vicious, no claptrap
nor anything of that kind, but every-
thing elevating, entertalning or lllus-
trative of some special feature of de-
velppment In mental and physical cul-

ture, and all showing care, forethought
and a judlclous regard for the proper
entertalnment of those who had as-
sembled.

The Rellef Soclety was brouglht into
existence as one of the early adjuncts
of the Churcl: work -and has steadily
grown ever since. Its mission {38 indi-
cated by its title and its labors have
amply earned for
name they represent and uphold. It is
gratifying to know that it is held in
such respectful remembrance and such
undoibted esteem that the mere an-
nouncement that those who constitute
Ita membershlp hereabout will have a
little outlng and would be glad for
those who can do so convenfently to
join them, Iz responded to so cordlally
and s0 numerously.

ARE DRBONDS EXEMFT?

During the session of the present
Legislative Assembly !n 1857 a bill—
perhaps more than one—was presented,
having in view the exemption of mort-
gages from taxation. This was 'in
obedlence to a popular and persistent

demand, the object being to make the
rate of interest pald for loans which
are secured by morigage as low as
possible. It Is well Known that all the
taxation which has to be paid on a
mortgage Is simply added to the inter-
est. and that if there were no such tax-
ation the amount of interest would of
course be less by just the exaction of
the county through its assessor and
collector, and it amounts at times to
quite an item. All this has reference to
home money, there being no tax coilect-
ed on money loaned here from outside
the State; and the apparent infustice
of the diserlmination was also a grouna
‘of objection. Walving the latter
phase of the case, and referring only
to the former—which ls done for the
sake of citatlon merely—there are
sotne other things suggested by the con-
nection.

A majority of the Legislature was de-
cidedly favorable to the measure, and 1t
would doubtless have passed with some-
thing approaching unanimity but fo:
the insurmountable obstacle which an
investigation of the matter disclosea.
The bill was unconsiitutional. The
charter of the State provides, among
other thlngs on that subject, that an
private property in the State is subjeet
to taxation, and mortgages are held to
be such property, which they undoubt-
edly are for purposes of taxation, al-
though in a strict sense only evidences
of property. The Constitution
this propositlon—that iz, the thorough-

of the State in a correlative proposition,
the opinion being by Chief Justice Zane.
1t related to the abatement or modifica-
tion of taxes in certain cases, which,
it was held, could not be done, because
the Constltutlon comprehended equat,
impartial and umnexceptional taxation.
It is thus shown that the faw Is not
only fundamental, but haas recelved a
final interpretation by the court of last
resort.

Taking these things Into considera-
tion, are not a good many of our citl-
zens and some few of the papers nn the
wrong scent, as it were, regarding the
local and State bonding systems? The
obligations of the commonwealth have
been freely taken on even more favor-
able terms than were asked, becauss
they have been made exempt from State
taxation; the clty bonds are the sub-
ject of considerable animadverslon, be-
cause they are made subject to State
but not to city taxatlon, which gives
the other bonds an advantage in the
market. But Is not the ecltizen, not-
withstanding the law in his favor In one
case ailld the ordlpance favoring

-him in the other, In an Insecure posl-

its membera the'

-ble

as to

pess of the taxation system—was re- |
cently interpreted by the Supreme court|

tlon regarding immunjty from public
agsessment on e bonds of either
kind that he may hold? The Legisla-
ture has very much more power in the
matter of legislation than any city
wuncil has; any of the work or the
latter can be repealed or added to by the
former; and if the Legislaturc has no
constitutional authority to exempt
bonds from taxation—a subject to be
discussed a litte further on—it follows
that the council not only has no such
authority but goes a long way in the
opposite direction from right when it
assumes so to act. 8o that, no matter
under what eircumstances or to what
extent the cltlzen may be a bondholder
of either the State or the muanicipallty,if
the law and the ordinance exempting
him from taxation on such holdinga
shall be found to be unconstitutional,
he will be liable for all taxes, prospec-
tively, presently and retrospectively,
that he would be and have been sub-
ject to if no such enactments had ever
ex|sted.

Article XIII, section 2, of the Constl-
tution, under the heading of Revenue
and Taxation,” pravides that ‘ell prop-
erty in the State, not exempt under the
laws of the United States or the Con-
atitution of Utah, shall be taxed in pro-
portion to its value a3 ascertained by
law. The word “property” is defined as
includlng toneys, credits, bonds,
stocks, franchlises and all matters capa-
of private ownpership. Property
owned by the B8tate or by any munl}-
cipality or school district, not being
capable of private ownership, are ex-
empt. But bonds, though issued by
either of those divisions of the elvil
government, are not the property of
either as such, although designed to
bring money into their respective treas-
uries, amd they are not only capable
of private ownership but of no other.
They confer a benefit upon the holde?
of them, as othér property 1s supposed
to do, only that they are muoh more
beneficial than some of the other prop-
erties that are taxed, in that they do
not shrink in value, and produce an un-
failing Increment. All these considera-
tions, one would think, were suffi-
clent to bring State and e¢ity bonds

within the schedule of property sub-
ject to taxation. Furthermore, as
against the eity, the councll has no

right to make ordinances at all which
relate to the assessment or collection
of taxes, Its proportion of the fund
derivable from such soulce being
looked after by the county officials.

Under these circumstances it might
be as well to cease the dlscussion of a
“gold clause” or a ‘“lawful money
clause,” or the denomlnations in which
bonds shall be issued, until it is clear-
1y determined exactly what thelr legal
statua Is. .

1 he Florida Phllosopher gives to the
e: rimles of the Latter-day Saints the
tollewing well deserved lecture!

*Pegple should have manners enough
to attend to thelr own buslness and let
othier people alone who are doing them
no harm. If those church memb
who are exerclsing themselves so in
dennunelng the Mormons and doing all
they can against them would devote
their energles to bullding up their own
churches they wouldtbe far more use-
ful to the human race. Trying to break
dowr another church is not the way to
butld up one’s own church. Such mal-
ice and spite only lead people to doubt
thelr Christianity.
No doubt the Mormon milssionaries are
accomplishing much good.and therefore
no true Christian will interfere with
them. All these sllly reports that are
goinz around in pamphlet form or
othe.-wige such as that ‘the Mormons
belleve Aldam s «od,” etc., are too ab-
surd for an intelligent, unprejudiced
Ferson to notice.”

That is philosophy, not sophistry.

‘Live and let live,’ .
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