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TIRED motherVS

A little elbow leans upon your knee
your tired knee that has so much to bear
A childschelda dear eyes are looking lovingly
from underneath a thatch of tangled hair

youyon do not heed the velvet touchlouch
of warm moist fingerssingersninfingerscers folding yours so

tight
yoayouyon do not prize this blessing over duct
you are almost tooioa tired to pray to

butbat it is blessedness A year a 0
I1 did not see it as I1 do todayto day
we are so dullduli and thankless and too slow
to catch the sunshine till it slipsblips away
and now it seems sursurpassingpasIng strange to me
that while I1 wore the badge of mothermotherhoodnood
I1 did notnov mstest more oft and tenderly
the little eblehl d that brought me only good

and night when youyon sit down to rest
youyon missmibs this elbow from your tired knee
this restless earleari incing head breast
this lisping tongue that chatters constantconstantlyli
if from your own tho dimpled hand hwdhad slip-

ped
and neerneler would nest eeinelnin your palm again
if the white reefeetInto the grave hadbad tripped
I1 couldbould notmot bbiameblameame you for 3fouryourour heart ache

then

iwonderIwonlwondersoderboso that mothers ever fret
at littlechildlittle childrenrenrea clinging to their gowngoat
or that the footsootfootprintsprints when the days are wetae ever black enough to make them frown

could tindnod a little muddy boot
or cap or jacket on my chamber floo
if I1 could kiss a rosyroay restless foottoot
and hear its patter in my home once more

if I1 could mendmead a broken carkcarl todayto dayI1

tomorrowto morrow make a kite to reach the skyeky
there laIs no woman in gods world could say
bheshe was more blissfully content than 1
butbatahab the dainty pillow next my own
Is never rumpled by a shining head
my singing from its nest IsIF nowr
the little boybay I1 used to kiss Is deades
the ardinealdine

ENGLISH characteristics
england is a mellow country and the

english people are a mellow people
they have hung on the tree of nations
a long time and will no doubt hang as
much longer for windfallswind falls I1 reckon
are not the order in this island we
are pitched several degrees higher in
this country by contrast things here
are loud sharp and garish our geog-
raphy is loud the manners of the people
are loud our climate is loud very loud
so dry and sharp and full of violentviolen
changes and contrasts and our goings
out andhud comings in as a nation are any
thing but silent do we not occasionally
give the door an extra slam just for
effect

in england every thing is on a lower
key slower steadier gentler life bisno
doudoubtt as full or fuller in its materialonterial
forms and measures but less violent and
ahgaggressiver6asive the bubutnersbummersfrers the englisheng ish
haveave between their cars to break the
shock are typical of much one sees
there

all sounds are softer in Euenglandauglandwiandoland the
surface of things is less hard the eye
of day and the face of nature are less
bright every thing has a mellow sub-
dued cast there is no abruptness in
the landscape no sharp and violent con-
trasts no brilliant and striking tints in
the foliage A soft yellow palepaie sunlight
is all one sees in the way of tints along
the borders of the autumn woods eng-
lish apples very small and inferior by
the way are liotnod so highly colored as
ours the blackberries just ripening in
october aro less pungent and acid and
the garden vegetables such as cabbage
celery cauliflower beet and other root
crops are less rank and fibrous and I1am very clear that the meats also are

and sweeter there can be no
doubt about the superiority of the mut-
ton and the tender and succulent grassanaand the moist and agreeable climate
must tell upon the beefbee falsoalso

english coal is all soft coal and the
stone is soft stone the foundfoundationsactions of
the hills are chalk instead of granite
the stone with which most of the odold
churches and cathedrals are built would
not endure in our climate half a century
but in britain the tooth of time is much
blunter and the hunger of the old man
less ravenous and the ancient arcarearchitec-
ture

h idec
stands half a millennium untiliI1 it is

slowly worn away lyby the gentgentlegentieI1e at-
trition of the wind and rainat chester the old romanboman wall that
surrounds the town built in the first
century and repaired in the ninth is
still standing without a break or a
swerve though in some places the out-
er face of the wall is worn through
the cathedral and st johns church
in the same town present to the behold
or outlines as jagged and broken as rocks
and cliffs and yet it is only chip by
chip or grain by grain that ruin ap

preachesproaches the timber also lasts an in-
credibly long time beneath one of thehe
arched ways in the chester wall above
referred to I1 saw timbers that must
have been in place five or six hundred
yeayenyearsyearbrs the beamsbealus in the old houses al-
so fully exposed to the weather seem in-
capable of decay those dating from
Shake time being apparently as
firm as ever

I1 noticed that the characteristic aspect
of the clouds in england was dialidifferenterent
from ours soft neecyfleecy vapory indis-
tinguishable never the firm compact
sharply defined deeply dyed masses and
fragments so common in our own sky
it rains easily but slowly storms ac-
companiedcompancompaniedled with thunder are rare while
the crashing wrenching explosive thun
der gusts so common with us deluging
the earth and convulsing the heavens
are never known

in keeping with this elemental con-
trol and moderation I1 found the charac-
ter and manners of the people gentler
and sweeter than I1 had been led to be-
lieve they were no loudness brazen-
ness impertinence no oaths no swag-
gering no leering at women no irrever-
ence no flippancy no bullying no ininso-
lence

90
of porters or clerks or conductors

no importunity of bootblacksboot blacks or news-
boys no of hacklen
at least comparatively none all orof
which an american is apt to notice and
I1 hope appreciate in london the boot
blaesbiaca salutes you with a respectful bow
and touches his cap and would no more
think of pursuing you or answering
your refusal than he would of jumping
into the thames the same is true of
the newsboys if they were to scream
and bellow in london as they do in
new york or washington they would
bobe suppressed by the police as they
ought to be the vender of papers
stands at the corner of the street with
his goods in his arms and a large pla-
card spread out at his feet giving in big
letters the principal news headings

street cries of all kinds are less no-
ticeableti less aggressive than in this
country and the manners of the shop
men make you feel you are conferring a
benefit instead of receiving one even
their locomotives are less noisy than
ours having a shrill infantile whistle
that contrasts strongly with the loud de-
moniac yell that makes a residence near
a railway or depot in this country so
unbearable the trains themselves
move with wonderful smoothness and
celerity making a mere fraction of the
racket made by our flying palaces as
they go swaying and jolting over our
hasty illlii ballastedballested roads

it is characteristic of the english
prudence and plain dealing that they
put so littelittle on the cars and so much on
the road while the reverse process is
equally characteristic of american en-
terpriseterprise our railway system no doubt
has certain advantages or rather con

over the Euenglishglish but for my
part I1 hadbad rather ride smoothly swiftly
and safely in a luggage van than be
jerked and jolted to destruction in the
velvet and veneering of our palace cars
upholster the road first and let us ride
on bare boards until a cushion can be
afforded not ti I1 after the bridges are of
granite and iron and the rallsrails of steel
do wevve want this more than aristocratic
splendor and luxury of palace and draw
ingroum cars to me there is no more
marked sign of the essential vulgarity
of the national manners than these
princely cars and beggarly claptrapclap trap
roads it is like a man wearing a ruffled
and jewelled shirt front but too poor to
awford a shirt itself

I1 have said the english are a sweet
and mellow people there isia indeed a
charm about thesetheae ancestral races that
goes to the heart and herein was one
of the profoundest surprises of my visit
namely that in coming from the new
world to the old from a people tthehemost recently out efcf the woods of any
to oneff the ripest and venervenerableablest of theeuropean nationalities I1 should find a
race more simple youthful and less
sophisticated than the one I1 had leftlert be-
hind me yet this was my impression
we havebave lost immensely in some things
and what we have gained is not yet so36
obvious or so definable we have lost
in reverence in homeliness in heart
and conscience in virtue using the
word in its proper sense to some the
difredifferencerence which I1 note may appear a
difference in favor of the greater cute-
ness wideawake ness and enterprise of
the american but it is simply a differ-
ence expressive of our greater forward-
ness we are a forward people and the
god we worship is smartness in one of
the worst tendencies of the age namely
an impudent superficial journalistic in-
tellectuality and glibness america in
her polite and literary circles no doubt
leads all other nations english booksbook8
and newspapers show more homely ver

more singleness of purpose in
short more character than ours the
great charm of such a man as darwin
for instance is his simple manliness
and transtransparentfrenttrent good faith and the ab-
sence in rimelmhim of that finical self com

smartness which is the bane of
our literature

A london crowd I1 thought the most
normal and unsophisticated I1 had ever
seen with the least ad mixtureadmixture of

and I1 went about very
freely in the hundred and one places orof
amusement where the averagee working
classes assemble with their wives aejand
daughters and sweethearts and smoke
villainous cigars and drink ale and
stout there was to me something
notably fresh and canny about them as
if they had only yesterday ceased to be
shepherds and desses they cer-
tainly were less developed in certain di-
rectionsions or shall I1 say depraved than
similar crowds in our great cities thethey
are easily pleased and laugh at tthe0
simple and childlike but there is little
thathat hintshinti of anaa impure taste or of

abnormal appetites 1I1 often smiled at
the tameness and simplicity of the
amusements but my sense of fitness
or proportion or decency was
never once outraged they always sstop
short of a certain point the point whereaher
wit degenerates into mockery and Hlib-
erty into license nature is never put to
shame and will commonly bear much
more especially to the american
sense did their humorousluhumorous and comic
strokes their negro minstrelsy and at-
tempts at yankee comedy seem in a
minor key there was not enough ir-
reverence and slang and coarse ri-
baldry in the whole evenings enter-
tainmenthaiumtainmentent to have seasoned one line of
some of our most popular comic poe-
try but the music and the gymnastic
acrobatic and other feats were of a
very high order and I1 will say here
that the characteristic flavor of the hu-
mor and fun making of the average
english people as it impressed my
sense is what one gets in sterne very
human and and entirely free
from the contempt and superciliousness
of most current writers I1 did not get
one whiff of dicdickensens anywhere no
doubt it is there in some form or other
but it is not patent or even appreciable
to the sense of suchsuell auaa observer as I1am

I1 was not less pleased by the simple
goodwill and bonhomie that pervaded
the crowd there is in all these gather-
ings an indiscriminate mingling of the
sexes a mingling without jar or noise
or rudeness of any kindhind and markedmarked
by a mutual respect on all sides that is
novel and refreshing indeed so uni-
form is the courtesy and so human and
considerate the interest that I1 was of-
ten at a loss to discriminate the
wife or the sister from the mis-
tress or the acquaintance of the
hour and hadbad many times to check my
american curiosity and 9
kaare for it was curious to see young
men and women from the lowest social
strata meet and mingle in a public hall
without lewdness or badinage but even
with gentleness and consideration thetruth is however that the class of wo-
men known as victims of the social evil
do not sink within many degrees as low
in europe as they do in this country
either in their own opinion or in that of
the public there can be but little doubt
that gatherings of the kind referred to
if permitted in our great cities would
be tenfoldten fold more scandalous and dis-
graceful than they are in london orparis there is something so reckless
and desperate in the career of manorman or
woman in this country when they begin
to go down that the only feeling they
too often excite is one of loathsome-
ness and disgust the lowest dedepthth
must be reached and it is renewedrenegedreached
quickly but in london the same
characters seem to keep a sweet side
from corruption to the last and you will
see good manners everywhere

we boast of our deference to women
but if the old world make her a tooltoo
we are fast making her a toy and the
latter is the more hopeless condition
but among the better classes in eng-
land I1 am convinced that woman is re-
garded more as a sister and an equal
than in this country and is less subject
to insult and to leering brutal comment
there than here we are her slave or
her tyrant so seldom her brother and
friend I1 thought it a significant fact
that I1 found no place 0off amusement setapart for the men where one sex went the
other went what was sauce for the gan-
der was sauce for the goose and the spir-
it that prevailed was soft and human ac-
cordingly the hotels had no ladlesladies
entrance but all passed in and out thesame door and commonly met and
mingled in the same room and the
place was as much for one as for the

other it was no more a masculine
monopoly than it was a feminine in
deed in the country towns and villages
the character of the innsinna is unmistak-
ably given by woman hence the sweet
domestic atmosphere that pravadesprevades and
fills them is balm to the spirit even
the large hotels of liverpool and lon-
don have a private cosy home charac-
ter that is most delightful on entering
them instead of finding yourself in a
sort of public thoroughfare or political
caucus amid crowds of men talking
and smoking and spitting with stalls
on either side where cigars and
and books and papers are sold you per-
ceive you are in something like a larger
hall of a private house with perhaps a
parlor and coffee room on one side and
the office and smoking room and stair-
way on the other you may leave your
coat and hat on the rack in the hall and
stand your umbrella there also with
full assurance that you will find them
there when you want them if it be the
next morning or the next week instead
of that petty tyrant the hotel clerk a
young woman sits in the office with her
sewing or other needlework and quietly
receives you shehe gives you your num-
ber on a card rings for a chambermaid
to show you to your room and directs
your luggage to be sent up and there is
something in the look of things and
the way they are done that goes to the
right spot at once
at the hotel in london where I1 stop-

ped the daughters of the landlord three
fresh comely young women did the
duties of the office and their presence
so quiet and domestic gave the prevail-
ing hue and tone to the whole house I1
wonder how long a young woman could
preserve her self respect and sensibility
in such a position in new york or
wash 33 to I1

the eglashenglish regard us as a wonder-
fully patient people and there can be no
doubt but we put up with abuses un-
known elsewhere tfif we have no big
tyrant we have ten thousand little
ones who tread upon our toes at every
turn the tyranny of corporations and
of public servants of one kind and an-
other as the ticket man the railroad
conductor or even the country stage
driver seem to be features peculiar to
american democracy in england the
traveller is never snubbed or made to
feel that it is by sufferance
that he is allowed aboard or to pass on
his way

if you get into an omnibus or a rail-
road or tramway carriage in london
you are sure of a seat not another
person can get aboard after the seats are
all full or if you enter a public hall
you know you will not be required to
stand up unless you pay the standing
up price there is evereverywherey here that sys-
tem and order and fifairr adedealingallaling which
all men love the science of living has
been reduced to a fine point you pay
a sixpence and get a sixpence worth of
whatever you buy there are all grades
andaudand prices and the robbery and extor-
tion so current at home appear to bobe un-
known

I1 am not contending for the superior-
ity of every thing english but would
not disguise from myself or my readers
the fact of the greater humanity and
consideration that prevail in the mother
country things here are yet in the
green but I1 trust there is no good rea-
son to doubt that our fruit will mellow
and ripen in time like the rest

jonnJOHN BURROUGHS
AppletonappieAppletonstongls journal

A man ran through detroit shouting
that he was looking for the road to
heaven the crowd called him crazy
for looking for it in detroit

in a paragraph on vacations the
christian union says it strikesgs us
that societyy is so arranged that the
american young lady has a pretty easy
time of it compared with her brother

A female who ought to know saysno women indulge in the disgustingly
dirty habit of wearing trains on thestreet but those whose pedal extremities
cover a large amount of real estate

A wholesomedisediscdise is enforced at
the eastern camp meetings where the
reverend preachers notify the speakers
in the beginning ifancyifany man attempts
to make a long speech he will be sung
down on the spot

an old black man expressed to a wildyoung virginian the half unconsciousunconscious
creed orof many a white sinner massaaiassa
riehardrichurd 11 said this hoary evildoerevil doer
solemnly lifting up his hand to empha-
size the admonition if there is a here-
after dont carry on but and here hohesuddenly broke into enthusiasm and abroad grin if there aintaint no hereafter
oarncarncarry onaa poInpowerfulduidul 11


