THE DESERET WEFREKERKLY H

5

[

|

that he had a decided Individuality,'so hard before as I am working now.|now have are amply good enough for

and after it, it is sald, he cculd have There are, you know, about 14,000 peo-' good government.

been elected under any name. He Is a
maegnetie speaker, and he made from
five to twenty speeches a day during]
the thirty days preceding his election,
He carried the people with him, and.
wan elected by a greater majority than
any mayor of Chicago has had.

What kind of a looking man is he?
Well, he Is, T judge, about five fcet
efight inches tall, He is broad-shoul-
dered and full of muscle. He maxes|
you think of a fighter and still you do
not feel that he ecarrles about a chip
on his shoulder. He has a pleasant,
gympathetle face, free from snobbish-!|
-ness or conceit. His forehead is high
and almost square. His eyes of a deepJ
blue, look out from under brows of
black, and the thick thatech of halr
above them is blanck mixed with gray.
HIis nose is large and stralght, hls
jaws strong and firm, and hls face as
a whole a somewhat handsome one. He
dresses  in busineas clothes and wors|
today a snuff-colored suit, a slouch
hat and 8 dark overcoat. He hung un,
his hat and coat himself as he came in
and went about his business In a busi-
ness way. He is a college graduate,
has hagd a course of law at Yale and
three years' study Iin a German uni-|
versity, but his language Is every day
English, such as any one of the 1,000
policemen under him can understand.
He i8 n man of simple tastes, I3 fond
of his ‘home and his bieycle, caring|
more for a romp with his ehildren than
for a dinner with publle men, where
he has to make a speech. |

It was in his offlce that I met Mayor
Harrlson. I got his attentlon at once
by speaking of Chicago. A Chlcago
man will always talk about Chicago.
He may be as reticent as the sphynx,
and as dumb as the dead, but questlon
the posalbilities of Chicago, and his
tongue will rattle Hke a corn sheller
operated by a 12-foot windmill. As to
this, Carter Harrison i# no exception.
I spoke of the Greater New York and
avked the mayor whether Chieago
could ever egqual it. He replled:

“1 have no douht whatever but that
Chleago will eventually surpass New
York. Had New York not taken in
Brooklyn and all of the surrounding!
villages we should have overtaken it
in 1900. As It ie, we now have by our
police census about 1,800.000 people. We
had only 1,100,000 in 1890, showing =
growth of 704,000 in seven years. We
double our poputation heére about every
twenty years.”

“How about the World's Falr, Did
it help Chlecago?"

“There |8 much .difference of oplinion
about that,” replied the young mayor.
*The general bellef Iz that the fair
retarded the clity, but I think not. The
World's Fair brought a great deal of
ready money intoe Chleago, just when
times were the hardeat and the rest of
the TInited States wape suffering from
a money famine. The result was we
did not feel the hard times.and perhaps
it Is on that account that we don't now
feel the wave of prosperity, which s
#ald to be sweeplng over us.”

“Then you, do not thing the times|
have Improved ?" l
“I can't see that they have as yet.”
‘Tell me eomething about the office
of mayor of Chlicago. Does it cost much
to get {t7" 1

“T ean tell you just what it cost me,”
was the reply. “My campalgn assens-
Ment was $6,000. I pald that, and In
additlon my total incidental expenses
for the campalgn were $135. Of this
%100 went for some cartoona and ple-

urea. Ag to spending money for lager
beer ang things of that kind, 7 did not

UY three plasses of beer during the
Wt'lnle campalgn.”

“What |5 the salary of the mayor?"

It 1a 210,000 a vear. and it sught to
be £20,000," wwas the reply. “The place
I3 no sinecure. I have never worked

ple employed by the city, and we spend
here more than $30,000,000 a year."

“How about the condition of the city
Mr. Mayor? Is a man's life safe a!
night on the back streets of Chicago?"'

“Yes," replled the mayor; “life and
property ure as sufe here as in any city
on this hemisphere. That man Stead
scandallzed us in his hook. ‘If Chrlist
Should Come to Chicago.' He wanted
to create n sensation and sell his book
Btead came here from London. If there
ia o more vicious, wicked and sensual
city in the world than London I do not
know it. I aee Stend has now attacked
New York in the same way as he at-
tacked Chlcago.”

“And fust here,” remarked the young
mayor emphatlealty, I want to sav
that Chicago has been misrepresented
and misundersteod. It i8 not the ‘wide

open c¢lty' that many outsiders sup-'

pose. By this I mean that it s not at all
bad morally for a eity of Its pize. You
can search this town over and you will
not find n faro hank or a roulette
wheel at work In §t. There 18 no public
gambling of any kind golng on. I have
the clty earefully watched, and T know
it. There may be some games of poker
and crapf In the poorer quarters that
we can't prevent, but as to gambling on
a large scale that does not and shall
not exist."

‘‘How about the Dr. Parkhurst move-
ment and matters of that kind?"

“We have but little vice of that sort
for a clty of our size, and such as there
fs is kept In the background. I don't
belleve In movementn ke that inau-
gurated by Dr. Parkhurst and his
erowd In thelr attempts to reform the
municlpal government. Such methods
are not effective, and I think they are
degrading, 1 don’t belleve In turning
our pollcemen Into a set of spies. It is
a bad policy all around."

*“If you don't know what is golng on
how can you reform such evils as ex-
ist?

“If we have to get our knowledge of
them by sneaking and spylng, T pre-
fer to have the evils remaln rather

| than to do s0,” sald the mayor. “I think

the work ean be done Th other ways."

“And besgides," WMayor Harrfaon con-
tinued, "I am not a reformer. I think
the world is falrly good as it 3. I
want It to be better, of course, but I
don't think man's whole nature will be
revolutionized during my term of
office.”

"How about the boodlers in the ecity:

counciis? It is said Chicargo has 2 lot
of such counciimen."”

“I don't belleve she haa more than
some other cities. I see Philadelphia,
which poses as the city of brotherly
love and perpetunl plety, has lately had
a scandal about a eale of {ts gas fran-
chise hy the city council, I bellev all
of our citles are none too good in this
respect, but I know that Chicago is
improving. Only a few years ago there
were not more than five men In the
council who were not owned In some
way or other by corporations. Now
there are twenty-three, or more than
one-third of the body, who cannot be
briked, ‘These men stand out for re-
form. It iz almost impossible now for
any boodle bill to go through, as it
requires a two-thirds vote to —~ass bills
over my veto.'

“I underetand one such hil
passed during your term," aald I.

“"'Yes, It was; but 1 vetoed It and
they could not pass it over my veto.”™
nald the mzayor, as a determined look
came into his eyes, ag much as to say,
“and I will do it agnin If they try."

“Do you think such bribing of legis-
lators and counclimen should be pun-
fshed 7"

“Yeg, T do.” was the reply. “Not only
the men who take the hrihas, htut thoae
have been going on Iin New York, and
he thinks the political machlnes we

was

He prides himaself
.on being a Democrat. and Is ready not
only to help his party here, but other
Democrata all over the Unlion. Since
whn give them should be put in the
penitentiary. and those who do the
bribing should have the longest sen-
tences. The men who are bribed have
often the excuse that they are poor, but
the bribers are generally rich men who
,corrupt others to add to their wealth.’””
“How about the giving valuable fran-
e¢hises to corporations for nothing?

"I don't believe in it said Mayor
'Harrison. ‘‘They should be made to-
give up o percentage of their earnings
jto the e¢ity which gives the franchise.

Take the street cars, for instance.
Chlecago pays every year more than
$18.000,000 in street car fares, The fare

fs five cente, and the profit Is enor-
mous. I would not reduce the fare, for
I think fve ecents o .ride fs little
enough, and If you ¢ i down to threes
or four centa the m “ers profit aa
mtich by it as the.citizens. 1 would
make out the franchise =0 that one rent
of each fare should go Into the city
treasury to form .a special fund for
keeping up the ntreets. Thia would
give the elty twenty per cent of the
receipts, and this year we should have
a fund of %£3.600,000 from this source for
, keeping up our streets. I would mRave
‘taxation an<d all charges for street Im-
provementsa., T don't think It 13 at =2il
right for o man who has been assessed
once for putting dowm n pavement in
frant of his property to be assessed
agaln to change it. If the pavement
1; changed the city should pay the
nms.""

“Will Chicago ever be a seaport by
way of the Qreat Lakea? WWhat do you
think of the scheme of & great ahip
ceanal, whieh s now proposnd, connect-
ing all of the lake citiea with the sea?"

“T douht whether it {8 practical, hut
I do think that our dralnnes canal
shoutd be taken up and paid for by the
government. 'This Ia one of the great
engineering works of the age. Tt has
enat us in the neighharhond of $25.000.-
000, and when completed vessels draw-
ing nire or ten .feet will safl through
it into the Illonois river, and on down
into the Missfseippi. When thls canal
Is finished all the sewage of Chicage
will flow the other way. Tt will go
dawn inte the river instend nf nallut-
Ing nur drinkirg water in the lake. It
ia a national affalr and the government
shanld nay the whonle hill."

"Ry the way, Mr. Harrison, there Is
mueh talk of you as the posgible demo-
cratie eandidnte for the campatgn of
1900. Will vou be a candidate for the
nomination ?*

“No; I am mayor of Chicago and Y
have plenty to do without bothering
my hend about such reports. Besldes,
I nm a frlend and supporter of
Willlnm J. Bryan. I belleve and hope
that he will be the nominee."

*“Then you have no Presidential am-
bitiong 7"

“No; T am not so foolish as that."

“Rut how about the vice presidency?
The cireumstances may make Bryamw
and HWarrienn the hest ticket."

1 don't think the ofMce of Vice Pres-
tdent ls a very desirable one,'” wan the
reply. “T7 would rather he mayor of
Chienegn than Vice TPresident of the
United States. Here vou can do things
and you have enough work to tax your
best energles. The Vice Prenident is
to a preat extent a nonentity in the
machinery of the government. He
enlle the Renete to nrder and drawsa his
gnlary. That I8 ahout all”
| =¥ou epeak of Bryan as the coming
capdidnte of your party, Mr. Mayor.
will not the silver question be a dead
{gsne in 19007

“That eannot be,” snid the mayar of
Chicago., "It will never he a dend la-
sue untll we have both silver and gold'



