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brethren and sisters we are blest above all
other people upon the face of the earth not
only temporally but spiritually I1 consider
any people blest of the lord to whom he has
revealed the gospel of jesus christ to whom
he has given the holy priesthood and authori-
ty to administer in the ordinances of his housebouse
that people are greatly blest far above their
fellow men who 50do not enjoy this privilege
I1 consider this to be our position todayto day we
have the privilege of walking in the light we
have the privilege of comprehending and
knowing the trub of knowing the way to be
saved and exalted in the presence of our fa-
ther and god we are in a position to know
liishis mind and will through hishia servants the
the prophets the lord has given unto us
teachers and inspired men men who are in-
spired by the spirit and power of god clothed
them with truth and endowed them with wis-
dom to teach us at all times the path we
should walk in this is a great blessinga
whether we realize it or not

the lord looks down upon our work and
corconsiderselderseiders our ignorance and so do those holy
beinbelnabeingsbeinaa who surround his throne but yet
we eowgowkaow enough to do our duty magnify
our calling and fulfill the object of our crea-
tion and any man or community who
have the gospel of christ the holy priest-
hood and the power of the holy ghost that
we have possess a great advantage over
the world for they do not comprehend
they do not aeeseeee nor understand the things
that awaitawalt them they do not understand thetile
dealings of god with them in any respect
it is notdotiot so with the latter day saints for as
long as they continue to receive the truth their
minds are opened to understand the character
of the day and age in which we live and all
those trying scenes that are approaching us
the veil isis taken from off the ffaceace of the earth
and we see things0 to some extent as they
anearear

weV e have received the gift of the holy chast
slysiyby the laying on of handsbands and the veil of
darkness of doubt and fear is bakon from our
minds and we can see clearly where to go and
what to do and we feel that our spirit is right
that we are acceptable before the lord our
god and are the subjects of his blessings

when sitting here and listening to the words
of the servants of god I1 reflect day by day on
the things of god that are revealed tous and
I1 imam inevitably led to the conclusion that

no people upon the face of the earth
benjenjoyinging such great blessinblessings as the almighty
hasbestowedlebestowedstowed upon us theT e heavens are full
of blesiblessingsings and the lord is willing to bestow
themthern upon us the hearts of the servants of
god are full of blessings comfort and edifying
words fortor the saints then it is certainly
our duty to make a right use of the knowledge
we have received and to acknowledge the
hand of the lord in all things we shshouldid trtryY
to0 gain wisdom

and from the experience we are hav-
ing while in this great school this would
stimulate us to action and inasmuch as we do
thisthib and walk in the light of truth we shall
be satisfied and continue to do as we have
buenbeen taught by pursuingpursding this course in our
connection with thehe work of god we are en-
abled to drink of that well of water that
viiiakingshp uplip into everlasting life

I1 do not believe that anyany man in the world
who has power wealth influence and a good
understanding of things is satisfied with the
prepresentserit confused state of the world either
religiously or politically neither do I1 believe
that a man who does not know god nor the
principles of eternal life and salvation a man
for instance that has come to an understand-
ing of the world and that has received the
benefits of civilizationcivilizations as understood by the
greatreat mass of christendom I1 do not 1 say
Ebelieve that such a man is or can be satissatisfiedfie

I1 can readily believe that the professors of re-
ligion are not fully satisfied in their minds and
beelinfeelingss unless they have partakenpartakerpartaken of that
life which is madimade manifest by the gift and
influence of the holy ghost and we have
an abundance of evidence to prove that the
world are not satisfied with their condition
not even those that are seeking the pleasures
of lifeI1 we frequently hear them complaining
of the state of affairs at the present time

manblan possesses a spirit that must endure
forever a spirit that comes from god and in-
asmuch as behe is not fed from that samebame source
or power that created him he is not and can-
not be satisfied I1 can bayeay from my own ex-
perienceperiperle ence that although I1 sought for the truth
pd
diligently I1 waswaa never satisfied until I1 heard
the falness of the gospel proclaimed by the
lords chosen servants I1 had no inspired
manroan to say this is the way walk ye in it
it is true that I1 could read the bible I1 could
pray and to some extent know what was rightC

and proper for me to do at least so far as
moral reirelreligiongionglon was concerned I1 enjoyed a
portportionon of that spirit which in those days
would lead a man to do good to his fellow
manmanautbut of course I1 had not the knowledgeI1 of
god butbat in these days when the holy priest-
hood is restored to us we have no excuse for
saying thateliat our minds are not sansavsatisfiedisfried for
the blessings are given to us they are within
our reachreich and it is your privileger and mine to
enjoy them

1 I1 feel to rejoice greatly in the blessings of
the gaspecaspelll11 teatthat are given to us and that we
can behold so visibly the handband of god in hisbis
dealings with this people ilehe has fought
our battles and given us the victory

we are all eensensiblesibiesible of ouroar imperfections

bututu notwithstanding thebethesetkebi things sheloralidd habhas
bbeene true to his word he laIs fulfilling hisbiswordwor ilJaand hashaa been doing thisthis frotrofromP titee bkginning
IVwhen I1 look etat tifistheseie things inymy heart rejoicesdices
and I1 feel to give thanks to the lord and to aid
all I1 can in the building up of hisbis kingdom
we can enjoy the true comforts of the holy
ghost we should honor our calling and be
true to the covenants we have made itif we
attend to our duties and walk humbly before
the lord we shall be satisfied with life and
with the manifestations of the goodness of
god unto us

let mme advise you brethren and sisters to I1

improve in everything that is good perform
every duty devolving upon us and we
shall have much joy and consolation at the
close of this probation in knowing that we
have done the best we could that we have
acted up to the best light we hadbad it certain-
ly must be a satisfaction to us to know that
we are building up the kingdom of god to
know that we are seeking to overcome the
powers of darkness and all evil that prevails
upon the face of the earthyearth in our day and gen-
erationeration this gospel has been offered to the
present generation it has been offered to the
christian world and almost all the nations
have heard it in some way or other and they
now have the privilege of receiving0 or reject-
ing it

this people have received the word with
joy and gladness and many of them have
brought forth fruit to the honor and glory of
god and have been valiant in the cause of
jesus christ they are friends of god friends
to themselves and to their fellow men but
when men reject the gospel the gifts the
promises and blessings that are presented and
offered unto them they come snortshort of their
dutzdutyduty and are under condemnation

theahe lord has said by the revelator john
in speaking of this work that at the hour of
of his judgment he would send an angel who
should fly through the midst of heaven with
the everlasting gospel to preach to every na-
tion kindred tongue and people crying with
a loud voice saying fear god and give glory
to him for the hour of his judgment is come
the almighty has in this way warned this
generation and told them what the result
of rejecting the gospel of christ would be
still many in the wi orld have sought to destroy
this work ffromrom the earth as well as those who
have been its advocates

scores and hundreds of the elderseldera of israel
have been faithful and true to their integrity
and for this they will have their reward while
the wicked will perish I1 do feel thankful
that so many of us have cleared our garments
of the blood of this generation and I1 rejoice
that we are located here in these valleys of
the mountains I1 do not know that I1 could hebe
in any better place than this we are shut
up in these chambers of the mountains in
fulfillment of the words of the Lord baniBand he
has led us all the time he has marked out
our course and directed our footsteps br
joseph smith br brigham young and all our
leaders have been inspired from tletiethe beginningtto give counsel and to do those things thatthat
have been required of them and they were
led here by the inspiration of the alalmightyI1 ht
as much so as moses or any otherothers wwhoho have
held the priesthood president young
cled the deliverance of this people and hisbis
words were backed up by the testimony of the
I1holyroly ghost whenhen to all human appearance
there was no arm could save us and we were
delivered by the power of god if we live our
religion we shall see more manifestations of
the goodnessg and powerpowen of god

it is our privilege to follow the dictates of
the spirit of the lord and to have it forfar our
guide andana colncoincompanionpanion and by doing this the
blessings0 of the heavens will be upon us as
fast as we are prepared to receive them

I1 know that the devil seeks to overthrow
this people and it seems that the powers of
darkness have to a great extent prevailed in
their attempts to control the hearts of the
children of men for many generations the
powers of darkness have had almost universal
waysway but I1 thank god that I1 have lived to
seeee the day when the kingdom of god has
been set up upon the earth and that it is no
more to be thrown down forever rienitenlenien with
wicked hearts may seek to pull down the
cause of truth but all their efforts will be in
vain for the blessing of the almighty is upon
his saints the inspiration of the heavens iais
upon his servants and they will overcome the
power of temptation and of the adversary
it is13 verily true that we have a warfare to
engage in for satan seeks to engage in one
with us with our children and with all the
rising generation the hope of israel and of
the prophets and apostles of this kingdom 1

I1 feel that the time has come when we shall
prevail and I1 rejoice in it I1 feel that the
lord is going to blessblest this people abundantly
the minds of the saintasaints are expanding0 and
ththeyey are coming to understanding this cer-
tainly should be the case as weve advance for
the lord will make a short work in the last
days andarid there is but little time if I1 may be
allowed the saying to have the words of the
prophetspropheta fulfilled

there is a good spirit here thetha righteous-
ness and truth and the power of god are now
prevailing over the wickedness of the profane
and the iniquity of the depraved and chethe
power of the devil is fastfasiast giving way and los-
ing its hold on this people the power of
god iais in the ascendant and thothe faith of the
saints holds the powers of darkness at bay
so that they cannot carry out their evil de
sisignsns in the midst of zion this iais a conso-
lationlation to me and my heart rejoices in these
thithiligs and I1 can say truly that I1 feel happy
and ccomfortable and I1 pray that the lord will
gustsustaingustalliaillalli and uphold those that arearc set to lead

ugus thethelordora ananddh-erethere I1

a dannora woman in israel butut bibo knows
governed innd4 coiltycontrol leuteu byteayae

power gifarf moil if meywey are iv uptip to theirtheire
privileges I1

israel was not always led with the same
degreederee of clearness and understanding that we
enjoy in our day this ia a great blessbiessblessingipg to
us and we ought to be faithful and full of
thankfulness I1 feel happy in saying that I1
know our leaders are upheld by the prayers of
the brethren and bisterssistersraarax not only in this terr-
itory but throughout tilethe world this is right
and just as it should be for it is our duty in our

secret places in our family praprayers to kemem I1

berher the lords and closenchosen servants
and we should not only pray for them but for
each other be full of faithyfaithfalth prayer and confi-
dence and manifest our faith by carrying out
the counsel that is given by the leaders orof this
peopleea le yes brethren and sisters it is a 1

googood day and generation in which we live it
is a good time to worship god and live faith
ful to our religion and this is a mostmoat splendid
place in these valleys of the mountains for us to
live and improve we are blest with good land
with water and timber and here we have the
privilege of saving our children and this is a
greatreat blessing unto us if we set a good examplebeforebefore our chichildren1dren and try to instruct them
from their childhood to maturity teach tiletiiehemm
to pray and to honor the Aliallalmighty teach
them thosethos principles that will sustain them

toin ththee midst of all trials that the spirit of the
lordd mmaynay rrestest upon them and then they will
not easily be led astray good impressions
will follow them through life and whatever
principles may be presented those good im-
pressionspres will never leave them

I1 have longsong been satisfied that the devil was
making great exertions to drive a wedge in
between parents and children trying to in-
spire and into the minds of the sons
and daughters of the saints those corrupting
notions that will prevent them from following
the footsteps of their fathers and mothers
but this cannot be done the sons and daugh-
ters of this people if we do our duty will be
held by tilethe strength0 and in the name of isra-
els god

I1 have looked upon this matter a great deal
and I1 have concluded that there never was a

I1 generation of people upon whose shoulders
rested greater responsibilities than rest upon
this people and than must rest upon their sons
and daughters if this be true how import-
ant it is that we should be wise ffathersathers and
mothers and that we should act wisely in in
stilling into their youthful minds all those
principles that will lead them to0o that which
is just and to carry out in their lives the prin
caples of righteousness and truth many of
our children have not hadbad experience in the
world they know nothing of the scenes and
corruptionscorrupt ions that are among the wickedI1 they
do not realize their present positions nor the
blessings conferred upon them by their parents
having obeyed the fdinessainess of the gospel

we who have gained experience see the
darkness and abominations that are in the
hearts of men but our children not being able
to contrast the evil with the good cannot see
and realize the blessings they enjoy in beibelbeing
under the influence of teachers in israel I1 do
not refer to their parents alone but thosthosee who
lead and govern in the midst of israel

I1 have feltfelt for a longionglongtimetime and I1 think I1 have
realized to some extent that the duties rest-
ing upon us are very great and that we ought
to strive to improve in wisdom and knowledge
and in the principles of government in order
that we may know how to be fatfathersbers mothers
and gavihavisaviorsors and learn howbow to be councilorscouncillorscounci lors
and how to preside not only in our own family
circles butbui wherever we may be called to
actart it is a great thing to know how to act
so as to gain the feelings and affections of our
families that will lead them in the path
wilwllwhereineineln they may be saved this is a study
and a work that should not iebe laid aside by
parents nor by the elders in israel

lanydiady times we may consider business so
urgent I1 hatthat it must crowd these things out of
our minds but this should ncartt be any mans
mind that is open and who looks forward to
the work that lies before us will see and feel
that the responsibility that rests upon him
concerning0 his own family and esespeciallyallyaily in
the rearing up of hisbis children isis very great

we want to save our children and to have
them partake of all the blessings that en-
circles the sanctified to have them receive the
blessings of their parents who have been faith
fulfill to the falness of the gospel we do not
want themthera to go through all the routine of
false doctrines and erroneous systems that we
have had to wade through in our generation

this is the way we teelfeel in regard to our
presentresent position and I1 feel that god willilesselessbless us inasmuch as we strive to improve and
listen to council itisit is our duty to pray before
the lord and to teach those prprinciplesI1 lesies when
ever we havehaye an opportunity and I1 feel to
thank the lord anand to rejoice in seeing as
many as there are who are willing to listen to
the counsel of their parents for I1 realize that
when they are called upon to act in their
ppriesthoodriesthooghood and ministry they would be ready
and willing to listen to the bousel of0 their
brethren andtiusand thus they will be the means of
savinsavingbaving0 the bibinrising generation1 lodiOD

I1 I1 pray that 01the tordlord may bless us and give
us largely of his spirit that our minds may
be clear to see and comprehend this great

1 work this kingdom iais but yet averya very small
stone comparatively speaking it is not yet
a great mountain neither hashaqha it filled the
whole earth but as the lord lives it will

i this is how I1 feelfee and I1 sincerely desire that
1 we may have our minds opened upon the sub-
ject of the building u alof the kingdomking

L doradota of god
ilklilin this we shall have joy no mmaster whether

tn prosperity lorritror adversity1verherstysty zureaure do
ourbur duty the 11 protect us and the
powersaers of evil wilf haveave no dominion foyer us
buttt our hearlhearts willvili ahallshall
rise step by step in wiswisdomdolndoin knowledge and
power until we snailshall be able to build up thetha
temples ofor our god behold thethle law of the
lord go forth from wionzion and the word of the
leord from jerusalem this law behe intends
that we should receive to prepare us for the
coming of the great bridegroom in both our
temporal and spiritual labor we should seek to
know the mind angwilland will of god concerning us
we should have the spiritspine of the lord witwith us
continually and our mediations should be
righteous and holy before the lord

weive cannot go to reap our crops and worword
ship the the devil one day and then the next

i
go into the tabernacle or temple of the lord
and w worshiporsbia him that is not our religion it
does not admit of tinsthis wese cannot feel justijustl
fied inin such conduct but ifit we live our religion
thetim blessings of almighty god will be with
us and he will multiply them upon our headsbeads

I1 hope and pray that each and all of us may
do this that we may sesaksekk to sustain each
other and thesel whom the lord has placedlaced
over us which may god grant for Uristchrishala
sake amen

to young menmeu

it is an old saying that none are so bad
buthut what they might iebe wolwojiloisese there is in
every man and woman a latent spark of good-
ness which if we only knew how to disinter
from its surrounding bed of abkes without ex-
tinguishing it might be fanned into a namesame
do not you in your reflective moments feel
aspirations after something nobler and purer
than you now enjoy do you not often feel
dissatisfied with yourselfyour or are you content
with your present mode of life content to
waste your precious time in folly or worse
in becoming an adept in neanmeanneannessnebs and crime

content to associate with the reckless and
gradedupgradeddp content to be shunned by the wise
and googoodd and excommunicated from their so-
ciety no it is not in you nature to be thusibus
content you must feel at least are occasion-
al yearning after goodness andana doubtless
make frequent revolutions of reformation

then rhywhyrby potvot commence now why not
break affatod at once you surely do not intend
always to he a drunkard always to be dis-
honest to be the byword and couconcontempttempt of
society all your lifefife when will it be easier
to commence to do right than now never

procrastination is the thief of timetimae evil
habits acquire daily increasing strength and
in proportion as they increase the power and
disposition to over core them decreases re-
collect in nature nothing stands still you
are either going0 backwards or forwards be-
coming better or worse progressing in dithereitherelther
good or evil C t

none need complain of want of 0opportuni-
ties Nownowhereberebele under the circumstances are
greater facilities offered young men for im-
proving themselves than in this cilycitykity herehers
are men from various parts of ttheb e wworldor I1 d whwhawhoa
have come bringing with them a knowledge
of the different languageslanguages and the numerousnumerousroua
arts and sciences and here are schools rrpro-
vided

0
in which that knowledge is freely imim-

parted to all those who are willing to receive
it all that is rerequired is a willingness to be
taught without tbthesthisS the wisest and best
teachers in the universe can do nothing
neither can any complain of want of time
the hoursbearb bearsquandereddered in idleness inloafing
round groceries or often in unnecessary sleepsleepy
ouidwouldii ifi rightly im provedimproved give many a ayoungyoung
man an excellent practical useful education

but I1 am coiry to saybay it is so generally
regarded as the prudish teachings of a gentile
sectarian spirit or a relic of unenlightened
fanatical piety to talk of these things that I1
have little hope of making much impressimpressioniiriibri
upon many but if there is one who feels
that he was born for a nobler purpose than toio
fritter away his existence in dissipation or
in the frivolous pursuits and pleasures of theth
fashionable world it is to yonyou I1 am speaking
and no matter what your previous life or pres-
ent station I1 would encourage and assist you
if in my humble power to achieve that con
quest over yourself that greatness of soul
and nobility of character which will make
you happy yourself and useful to others

silius
TTHE silentent CONFLICTS or LIFElire A tri-

umph in the field is a theme for poetry for
painting for history for all the eulogistic
and aggrandizing agencies whose united tribute
constitute fame but there are victories won
by men over themselvesres more truly honorable
to the conqueror than any that can be achieveachiel
ed in war the battlestattles in which they are
obtained are fought in solitude and without
helheihelpheipp save from above the conflict iais some
titimesmes waged in the still watches of the night
and the struggle is often fearful honor to
every coqueroncoque in such a warwarfarefaretfarel honor to
the man or woman who fights temptation
hatred revenge envy selfishness back to its
last cover in the heart and then expels it for-
ever although no outward show of honor
accrues to the victor of these good fights they
have their reward a hihigherhiherher one than tametamb
can bestow they ever come out of the com-
bat sselfseifelfelt enoelennobleded exchange

A number of bricks of a bright jedrid color
I1longerer and wider than those in prpfekentsent useioanannIbearinghearing evidences of having beenvec cirecarefullyfully
pressed and burnt were discovered in an
ancient recently exhumed by some
workmen near memphis these an
ancient race have been burnedburied for unfold
years the earth around showing hibfibno

4
8signs16Qna of

ever having0 been disturbed


