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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

MAYally 18431943

I1 have translated a portion of0 them and find
they contain the history of the person with
whom they were found ilelie was a dencendescendantnant
of ham through the loins of pharaoh kingkin of
egypt and that he received hisbis kingdom fromflom

the ruler of heaven and earth
I1 extract the following from the times and

seasons
when the book of mormon first madematle its

appearanceappetappeSrance amongamoel men it was looked upuponon by
many as a wild speculation and that it was
dangerous to the interest and happiness of the
religious world but when it was found to
teach virtue honesty integrity and pure reli-
gion this objection was laid aside as being
untenablent enable

we were then told that the inhabitants of
this continent were and always had been a
rude barbarous race uncouth unlettered andalid
without civilization but whenahen theytiley were told
of the various relics that have been found indi-
cativecaticetive of civilization intelligence and learning
when they were told of the wealth architec-
ture and sasplendorlendor of ancient mexico when
recent developments proved bebeyondond a doubt
that there are ancient ruins illin centralcentral amer-
ica which in point of magnificence beauty
strength and architectural design vie with any
of the most splendid ruins on the asiatic con-
tinent when they could trace the fine delinea-
tions of the sculptors chisel on the bebeautifulantiNI
statue the mysterious hieroglyphic and the
unknown character fley ey began to believebelleve that
a wise popowerful intelligent and scientific race
badhad inhabited thistoils continent but still it was
improbable nay almost impossible notwith-
standing

not
the testimony of history to the con-

trary atiatthat anything like plates could have
been used anciently particularly among this
peopeoplelerethe following letter and certificate will
perhaps have a tendency to convince the scep-
tical that such things have been used and that
even the obnoxious book of mormon may be
true and as the people in columbus day were
obliged to believe that there was such a place
as america so will the people in this day be
obliged to believe however reluctantly that
there may have been such plates as those
from which the book of mormon was trans-
lated

it will be seen by the annexed statementement of
the quinyquincy whig that there are more dreamers
and money diggers than josephjoseppi smith in the
world and the worthy editor is obliged to ac-
knowledge that this circumstance will go a
goodsad way to prove the authenticity of the
bookook of mormon ilehe further states that it
joseph smith can decipher the hieroglyphics
on the plates he will damoredo more towards thi owing
light on the early history of this continent than
any maninan living we think that he has done
that already in translating and publishing the
book of mormon and would advise the gentle
man and all interested to read for themselves
and understand 11

TO tiietileTHE EDITOR OF THE TIMES ANDseasonssonsEONS

on the lelh of april last a respectable mer-
chant by thiethee name of robert wiley com-
menced digging inI1n a largeargge mound near this
place he excavated to the depth of ten feet
and came to rock about that time the rain
bebeganbeanan to fall and he abandoned the work

onan the he and quite a number of the
citizens with myself repaired to the mound
and after making ampleampie opening we found
plenty of rock the most of which appeared as
though it had teenbeenbeen strongly burned and after
removing full two feet of said rock we found
plenty of charcoal and asheasbe also humanalentybonesones that appeared aaas though thedthey had been
burned and near the a bundlebundie was
found that consisted of six plates of brass of a
bell shape each having a hole near thlethe small

ndad and a ring throughnhP them all and clasped
with two clasps the rings and clasps appeared
to be iron very much oxy dated the plates ap
pared first to be copper and had the appear-
ance of beinbeing covered with characters

it was agreed0 by thethem company that I1 should
cleanse ththe plates accordingly I1 took them to
myray house washed them with sosoapboapap and water
and a woollen cloth but finding them not yet
cleansed I1 treated them with dilute sulphuricuric
aldcidacid which made them perfectly clari on03

which it appeared that they were completely
covered with hierohieroglyphics that none as yet
have been able to read

wishing that the world might know the hid-
den

bid-
den thingsI1 as bastas they come to light I1 was
induced to state the facts hoping that you
would give it an insertion inin your excellent
caper for we all feel anxious to know the true
meaning of the plates and publishing the facts
might lead to the true translation

they were found I1 judgedjud ed more than twelve
feet below the surface of the top of the
mound

I1 am most respectfully
i A citizen of rinderZinderkinderhookkinderhookhook

W P HARRIS MDALD 11

we the citizens of kinderhook whose
names are annexed do certify and declare
that on the of april 1843 while excavat-
ing a large mound in this vicinity mrair R wilewiley
took from said mound six brass plates of a bebefiI1
shape covercoverededwithwith ancient characharacterseters said
plates were very much oxydated the bands
and rings on said plates moul dered into dust
agnon a slight pressure

ROBERT winesWILES W P HARRIS
G N pF WARD W longnecker
FAYETTE GRUBB IRA S CURTIS
GEO decke sovsow IV FUGATE
J R

forein the quincy whig
SINGULAR DISCOVERY MATERIAL

FOR ANOTHER MORMON BOOK
A youngyounxi man by the name of wiley a resi-

dent in kinderhook pike county went by him-
self and labored diligently one day in pursuitu suit
of a supposed treasure by sinkingstaking0 a holehoie1 e in
the centre of a mound

findingfinding it quite laborious liehe invited others
to assist simlimhim A company of ten or twelve
repaired to the mound and assisted in didiggingcinzin
outont the shaft commenced by wiley arterafter
penetrating the mound about eleven feet they
came to aaedbedded of lilimestonemeton that hadbad been sub-
jected to the action of fire they removed the
stones which were small aaiahiand easy to handle
to the depth of two feet more when they found
SIX BRASS PLATES secured and fastened
together by two iron wires but which were so
decayed that they readily crumbled to dust
upon being handlehandled

thethar e plates were so completely covered with
rust as almost to obliterate the characters in-
scribed upon them but after underundergoing a
chemical process the inscriptions were brought
out plain and distinct

there were six plates four inches in length
one inch and three quarters wide at the top
and two inches and three quarters wide at the
bottom flaring out to points there are four
lines of characters or hieroglyphics on each
on one side of the plates are parallel lines run-
ningning lenienlengthways

by whom these plates were deposited there
mustmast ever remain a secret unless some one
skilledkilled8 in deciphering hieroglyphics may be
found to unreelel the mystery some pretend
to say that smith the mormon leader has the
ability to read them if he has he will con-
fer a greatgrea favor on the public by removing the
mystery which hangs

1
over them A person

present wheni the piepicplatestes were found remarked
that it would go- togoto prove the authenticity of
the book of mornmormonor which it undoubtedly
will

in the place where these plates were depoedepo
Ssitedeted were also found human bones in the last
stage of decomposition there were but few
bones found and it is believed that it was but
the burial place of a person or family of dis-
tinction in ages long gone by and that these
plates contain the history of ifietilethejhc times or of a
people that existed far far beyond the mem-
oryory 0of tthehe present race but we will not con-
jecturejc anything about this wonderful discov-
ery as it is one which the plates alone can
reveal

the plates above alluded to were exhibited
in this city last week and are now we under-
stand in nauvoo subject to the inspection of
the mormon prophet the public curiosity is
greatlybatly excited and if smith can decipher thehieroglyphicshieroglyphics on the plates helie will do more
towards throwing light on the early history of
this continent than anyarty man now living

slavery was this day abolished in everyever part
of the british dominions in india under the
administration of lord ellenboroughElleneilen borough

tuesday 2 rode out iniru the forenoon
about 3 pm the maidblaid of iowa arrived
from st lolouislodisaisdis I1 was on thatho bank of the river
awaiting the arrival of my wife who returnsreturned
with lorin walker I1

elders B young IL11 G0 kimball IV wood
raffriff geo A smith and joseph young returned
from august

johnnjohnljohn L page wrote me a letterlitter wanting to
dispose of church property and establish a
printing press in pittsburgh on which I1 di-
rected the twelve to send him to liberia or
some other place in order to save him

about 1 pm the mate of the ship york-
shire opened the testament at the 27 th chap-
ter of acts arulanil asked the passengers how
they would feel to be shipwrecked like paul
elder thomas bullock replied instantly itisit is
very likely we shall be shipwrecked but the
hull of this old vessel has got to carry us safe
into new orleans the mate was then called
away to hoistholst the fore tap royal sail

between 1I and 2 nextnest morningmorning when off

capea e stt antonio cuba there waswag much vivid
I1lightningbettet ninghing when a white squall caught the fore
top royal sail which careened the vessel
when the foremast mainmast and mizenmastmizzenmastmizen mast
snapped asunder with an awful crash the
whole of the masts above with the jib and
spanker and sixteen sails and studding polesdoles
were carriedearned overboard with a tremendous
splash and surgesurge when the vessel righted6 at
daybreak fountfound the deck all inin confusion and
a complete wreck aurillduring the day hoisted a
sail from the stump of aethe mainmast 3 to the
bow of the vessel thusthug leavinleaving nothing but
the hull of the vessel to carry the saints into
new orleans

Wedneswednesdaydaydak 3 called at the office and
drank a glass of wine with sister jenetta ri-
chards made by her mother inin england and
reviewed a portion of the conference minutes

twothoppmm mayors court city vsv 3 A gay
on complaint of william law fortor unbecomingC
languagean e and refusing to leaveleav e th estore when
to to fined 5 anand costs

directed a letter to be written to gen james
adamsadama of springfield have him meet the
11 maid of iowa on her return from st loues
and arrange with the proprietors tota turn her
into a nauvoo retry boat which was ane the
same hour

I1 Ts day the first nurnumberhiberfiber of thetile I nauvoo
neikeineighborlibor was issued by taylor and woodruff
in placepeace of the I wasp which ceased and I1
here insert their first editeditorialoriah

we now according to promise present our
young friend before the world in his new dress
and with his new name As the last weckweekvv eck has
benaven one of the warm weeks inin the spring
when vegetation springs forth and life and
animation is givendiv en to diedlethe vegetable world so
our efforts to cultivate the plant of intelligence
having been watered by industry enlivened by
perseveranceperseverance and warmed by the genial rays
of patronage havehav e not been unsuccessful forlor
theyie 5 oungoung gentleman has grownrown in one hortlortshort
week to boubledouble his former size

relative to his dress wew e have to apologize a
little as we did not live near a store we could
not get all the trimmings which we could have
desired to have made him pass so well with
the elite in the fashionable world however
among plain folks he will nownou pass very well
and we soon expect to see him in a form that
willaill suitsult the ostoosteaste of the most fastidious

relative to thetha course that wowe shall pursiepursue
we shall endeavor to cultivate a friendly feel-
inging towards all and not interfere with the
rights of othothersers either politicallypol iticallycaily or religiouslyirreligiously
1wee ishall advocate the case of the innocent
and oppressed uphold the cause of right su-
stan

sus-
tain the principles of and fly tto
the s succoraccor of the helpless and forlorn pouring
in oil andaid wine to their wounds and acting in
everyev erycry way to all the human farrifarllfamilyfhyfly inin the cacapapa
city that our name imports viz that otof a
neighbor

we have hadbad and may have to defend our01 r
selves against the oppressionoppress ionslonssy persecutions
and innovations ofor meimel and if this should be
the case we shall not shrink from the task
but shall fearlessly and unflinchingly defend
our rights sustaining that liberty which our
glorious constitution guarantees totit every am

citizen forafor vv aich ouroar fathers jeopardized
their liberty their lives and theirair sacred
honor

amidst the warring elements that are dis-
turbing the world we are glad to rindfind so ami-
able and friendly spirit manifested to us at the

time by the press mdand wevve can assure
them that so ionlonlongiong as they let us alone we shall
not interfere with them

it has been our study to avoid contention
and we have never interfered with others until
they have thrown down the gauntlet ard as
we have not been to the presentpresent so we are
determined for the future not to be the aggres-
sors

we lauveh iv 0 always to cultivate a
spirit of friendship amityamly and peace with man-
kind if wevve have not succeeded the fault has
not beeneen with usits Rumorramor wihavith her ten thou-

a
khou-

a
thou-

sand tontonguesgues has aeways been busy cincucirculatinglatW9
falsehood and misrepresentationmise presentation concerningconcerning uus
and men have frequently in the absence ojof
correct information entertained unfavorableayorabarab I1 e
opinions concerning us andcind have spoken as
they thought but when they have been better
informed theytiley have regretted their courscourse and
havhaihavehatee seen that calumny has been like a viper
in our path and has stung like an adderadjer

in regard to our pollpolipoliticalLical rights our relirellreligiongiorglor
has frequently made use of by political
demagogues as a buchearbugbear to deprive us of the
free un trammelled rights of american citizensciti zensyens
this is a thing thatthitth it we have always protested
against and we always shall so ionlonlongiong as that
blood that fired the lomans ofor our ancestors
who foughtought bled and died in defence of eualequalrualruai
rights flowsrows through our veins

concerning religion we consider that all
men have a right to worshipil almalmighty god
accordiaaccording to taetas dicdictatesdates 0ott theirheir own con-
sciencesciescleneWaandnd while vv allowalloy all men freely to
enjoy thisthis privilege un trammelled by us we
looktook upon arlarialiall mennen thathut would abridge iliitsus or
othersolbers in their religious rights as enemies to
the constitution rorecreantrocreint to the principles ofor
republicanism and whilst they render them-
selves despicable they lireare striking a secret
but deadly blow at the freedom of thisthia greatgrea
republicrep and theirthein wiwiththerincrine ir influencefluence thouthough0

L

and unobserved by a many Is like i

worm gnagnawingwingming the very vitals of the tree of
liberty we shall always contend for aurrellour reli-
gious rights in short the liberty of the press
liberty of0 conscience and of worship free dis-
cussioncus sionsiDn sailors rights we shall aalwaysways sus-
tain

thursday 4 at 4 pm heard read a letter
from jamesrjames arlington bennett showing that
he was sicksic y and could not attend the inspec-
tion of thetha nauvoo legion accordiaaccording to hihis
appointment

having received a letter from geo IV robi-
nson in relation to his land difficulties I1 went
to sidney rizdonrigdon and procured aa deed for car-
los grailgrangersbrangersGrangersers farm and settled thatthal business

fridaefriday 5 told the temple committee that
I1 had a right to take away any property I1 chose
from the temple office or store and they had
no right to stand in the way it is the people
that are to dictate me and not the committee

j all the proppropertyeftyeity I1 havohave belongs to the templetempie
and what I1 do is for the bbenefit of the temple
and you have no authority onlyoaly as you recel a
it from mpme i

received the folfoifollowinglowin
new york Till apaprilrilrii 1843

1 joserh smon ESQ
dear sir I1 received on saturday last a

letter from mr gatlin notifying me that thatho
equity of redemption in my nauvoo property
would be sold on the 12 th instant anianyand askinaasking
me whether I1 wished it to be purchased for
me I1 suppose it is quite immaterial whether
I1 or youyon hoholdhuldid the right of redeeming farfor if it

1should again come into my possession
1

I wish
it understood distinctly by them who have
built upon ityittit that I1 shall not attert pt to tahitaki
their buildings from them but shall be readreadyT
at any time to give them a leaseleasa of their lotaiotaiotalota
for a very iongi period at a reasonable rent
mybly wish as weilwell as my interest leads me to
conciliate and make them my friends instead
of makinmaking them my enemies

your obedient servant
11 R

which I1 recorded in the city record of
deeds

recorders office mayblay 5 18 13
state ofor

city of lavoo i Ss

I11 joseph smith recorder iahi aridartaandhorforthethe said
city of nauvooNiu county aridand state
aforesaid do hereby certify thateliat the within
letter was duly recorded in book A pagepamea
and numbered 13 L

JOSEPH SMITH recorder
by william clayton clerk

saturday 6 in the morning had an inter
view with a lecturer on mesmerism andarid phren-
ology objected to his performing in the city
also an interview with a methodist preacher
and converged about his god without body or

I1ppartsarts
att Q011 am I1 momountedtinted with my starstaff andarid

with the band and about a dozen ladies led by
emma and proceeded to the general iiarallaracarais6
ground 0offththee nauvoonauvoo Llegionebion east of my farm
on hethe prairie the legion looked well
better than on any former occasion abdand ahey
performed their evolutions in admirable style

the officers did honor to the legion many
of them were equipped and armed cap a pie
the men were in good spirits they had made
great improvements both in uniform and disci-
pline aid weive felt aroudproud to be associated with a
body of men which inn point of discipline uni-
form

i

appearance and a knowledge of rallinailimilitarybiaryfiary
tactics are the pride of Illinillinoisogisofis one of ltd
strongest defelicesices and a 10great bulwark of thit
westernwestem country

in the course of my remarks on the prairie I1
told the legion that when we have petitioned
those in power for assistance they have always
told us they had no power to help us damn
such traitors when they give me the power
to protect the innocent I1 will never say I1 can
do nothing for their good I1 will exercise that
power sorc hellhelp msme god at the close of thaha

thetho legion marched to the city and
disbanded in malnmain street about 2 pm the
day beinbeing windy and very cold

there were twoto united state officers and
general swazey of iowa present who capresexpress-
ed great satisfaction at our appearance andarid
evevolutions0 I1 utionS

in the evening attended mrbir yleYieviewersherlkerl per-
formanceformance of wire dancinga legerdemain mamaehr
ac ac

A conference was held at toulon sharksharl
county illinois 5 branches 17 elders 3 priests
4 teachersteach erserg 2 deacons andands members were
represented

A branch liashas been recentlyrecen tir organized at
lyons wayne oocountydountytintytinly new yorklork consisting
of 2 elderseiders I1 priest I1 teacher and 22 megmemmem-
bers

LS vorFOR maritMAnitMARRIEDremirm deorle variVarr kydkid

people should study eich othersothes weak pointpoints ua
8skaters look out the weweahweakak icelee in midst
to keepkeen ot them

dadlesladies who marry forfon love shouldshoula remember
thatlat thetiie alioa atof angela withwilli woman hashu beerbeen
forbidden since the flood

themireThe wire is thetho suneun ortheof ho social system un
lessets she attracts pherephero idis nothing to keep heavy
lodies like husbandshusband from flying off intoinfo space

that wife who properly discharge her
autyluty mustmusi never have 8 sogsoy tt


