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Mavy, 1843.

I have translated a portion of them, and find
they contain the history of the person with
whom they were found. IHe was a descenaant
of Ham, through the loins of Pharach, king of
Egypt, and that he received his kingdom from
the ruler of heaven and earth.

I extract the following [rom the Times and
Seasons:—

“When the Book of Mormen first made its
apprance among men, it was looked upon by

many as a wild speculation, and that 1t was |

dangerous to the interest and happiness of the
religious world; but when it was found to
teach virtue, honesty, integrity and pure reli-
gien, this objection was laid aside, as being
untenable.

We were then told that the ishabitants of
this continent were, and always had been, a
rude, barbarous race, uncouth, unlettered, and
without civilization. But when they were told
of the various relies that have been found indi-
cative of civilization, intelligence and learning,
when they were told of the wealth, architec-
ture and splendor of ancient Mexico; when
recent developments proved beyond a doubt,
that there are ancient ruins in Central Amer-
ica, whieh, in point of magnificence, beauty,
strength, and architectural design, vie with any
of the most splendid ruins on the Asiatic Cou-
tinent; when they could trace the fine delinea-
tions of the sculptor’s chisel on the beantiful
statue, the mysterious hieroglyphie, and the

“paper, for we all feel anxious to know the true

' penetrating the mound about eleven

|decayed that they readily ecrumbled to dust

which it apgeared that they were completely
covered with hieroglyphics that none as yet
have been able to read.

Wishing that the world might know the hid-
den things as fast’as they come to light, I was
induced to state the facts, hoping that you
would give it an insertion in your excellent

meaning of the plates, and publishing the facts
might lead to the true translation.

They were found, I judged, more than twelve
feet below the surface of the top of the
mound, -

I am, most respectfully,
A citizen of Kinderhook
W. P. HARRIS, M.D.”

“We, the citizens of Kinderhook, whose
names are annexed, do certify and declare
that, on the 23rd of April, 1843, while excavat-
ing a large mound in this vicinity, Mr. R. Wile
took from said mound six brass plates of a baﬁ
shape, covered with ancient charaeters. Said
plates were very much oxydated—the bands
and rings on said plates mouldered into dust

on a slight pressure.
W. P. Harnis,

“Rosenrt WIiLEY,
G. W. F. Warp, W. LONGNECKER,
Ira 8. CurTis,

FAaverTE GRUBB,
Geo. Deckexsox, W, Fuveare,”
J. R. Suarpe,

[Frem the Quiney Whig.]

“SINGULAR DISCOVERY —MATERIAL
FOR ANOTHER MORMON BOOK.

A young man by the name of Wiley, a resi-
dent in Kinderhook, Pike county, went by him-
self, and labored diligently one day in pursuit
of a supposed treasure, gy sinking a hole in
the centre of a mound.

Finding it quite laborious, he invited others
to assist him. A company of ten or twelve
repaired to the monnd and assisted in diggzing
out the shaft commenced by Wiley, After

: ¢ ¥eet, they
came to a bed of limestone, that bad been sub-
jected to the action of fire; they removed the
stones, which were small ard easy to handle.
to the depth of two feet more, when they found
SIX BRASS PLATES, secufed and fastened
together by two iron wires, but which were so

upon being handled.

The plates were so completely covered with
rust as almost to obliterate the characters in-
scribed uwpon themj; but after undergoing a
chemical process, the inseriptions were brought
out plain and distinet.

unknown character, {hey began to bélieve that
a wise, powerfulgintelligent and scientific race
had iuhabited this coutinent; but still it was
improbable, nay almost impossible, notwith-
standing the testimony of history to the con-
trary, ﬁ]at anything like plates could have
been used anciently, parlicularly among this
I'-q.‘(}p:l}. '

The following letter and certificate, will,
perhaps, have a tendency to convince the scep-
tical that such things have been used, and that
even the obnoxious Book of Mormon may be
true; and as the people in Columbus’ day were
cbliged to believe that there was such a place
a8 America, so will the people in this day be

obliged to believe, however reluctantly, that|p

there may have been such plates as those
i'mmt which the Bock of Mormon was trans-
ated. *

It will be seen by the annexed statement of
the Quiney Whig, that there are more dreamers
and money diggers than Joseph Smith in the
world, and the worthy editor is obliged to ac-
knowledge that this circumstance will go a
good way to prove the authenticity of the
Book of Mormon. He further states, that ‘If
Joseph Smith ecan decipher the hieroglyphics
on the plates, he will do more towards throwing
light on the early history of this continent than
any wman living.” We think that he has done
that already in translatizg and publishing the
Bock of Mormen, and would advise the gentle-
man, and all interested, to read for themselves,
and understand.” -

“TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES AND SEA-
EONS.

On the 16th of April last, a respectable mer-

ehant, by the name of Robert Wiley, com-
wenced digging in a large mound near this
place: he excavated to the depth of ten feet
and came to rock; about that time the rain
Lbezan to fall, and e abandoned the work.

On the 23rd he, and quite a number of the
¢ilizens, with myself, repaired to the mound,
and after making ample opening, we found
plenty of roek, the most of which appeared as
though it had been strongly burned; and after
removing full two feet of said rock, we found
l~!r:::ty of charecoal and ashes; also human
sones that appeared as though they had been
burned; and near the eciphajun, a bundle was
found that consisted of six plates of brass of a
bell shape, each having a hole near the small
end, and a ring through them all, and clasped
with two elasps; the rings and clasps appeared
to be iron very much oxydated; the plates ap-
p'ared first to be copper, and had the appear-
auce of being eovered with characters.

It was agreed by the company that I shonld
eleanse the plates: accordingly I took them to
my houge, washed them with soap and water,

-and a woollen cloth; but finding them not yet
eleansed, I treated them with dilute salphurie
acid, which made them perfectly clean, on

'and two inches and three guarters wide at the

There were six plates—four inches in length,
one inch and three quarters wide at the top,

bottom, flaring out to points. There are four
lines of characters or Eierngjyphicﬂ on each;!
on one side of the plates are parallel lines run-
ning lengthways. :

By whom these plates were deposited there
must’ ever remain a secret, unless some one
skilled in decyphering hieroglyphics may be
found to unravel the mystery. Some pretend
to say that Smith, the Mormon leader, has the
ability to read them., If he has, he will con-
fer a great favor on the public by removing the
mystery which hangs over them. A person
resent when the plates were found, remarked
that it would go to prove the authenticity of
th‘ﬁilek of Mormou—which it undoubtedly
will. -

In the place where these plates were depo-
sited, were also found human bones in the [ast
stage of decompesition. There were but few
bones found, and it is believed that it was but
the burial place of a person or family of dis-
tinetion, in ages long gone by, and that these
plates contain the history of the times, or of a
people, that "existed far, far beyond the mem-
ory of the present race. Dut we will not con-
jecture anything about this wonderful discov-
ery, as it is one which the plates aloue can
reveal,

The plates above alluded (o, were exhibited
in this city last week, and are now, we under-

‘awaiting the arrival of my wile, who returned

gkand, in Nauvoo, subject to the iuspection of
the Mormon Prophet. The public curiosity is
Ematly excited, and if Smith can decipher the

ieroglyphics on the plates, he will do more
towards throwing light on the early history of
this continent than any man now living.»

Slavery was this day abolished in every part
of the Dritish dominions in India, under the
administration of Lord Ellenborough.

Tuesday 2.—Rode out in the forenoon.
About 3 p.m., the “Maid of Jowa” arrived
from St. Louis. 1 wason the bank of the river.

with Lorin Walker,

LElders B. Young, H. €. Kimball, W. Wood-
raff, Geo, A. Smith and Joseph Young returned
from Augzusta.

John- E. Page wrote me a letter, wanting to
dispose of church property, and establish a
printing press in Pittsburgh, on which I di-
rected the Twelve to send him to Liberia, or
some other place in order to save him.

About 1 p.m., the miate of the ship “York-
shire” opened the Testament at the 27th chap-
ter of Acts, and asked the passengers how
they would feel to be shipwrecked like Panl?
Elder Thomas Bulloek replied instantly, “It is
very likely we shall be shipwrecked, but the
huall of this old vessel has got to carry us safe
into New Orleans.” The mate was then calied

away to hoist the fore-lop-royal sail.

Betweena 1 and 2 next morning, when off !

L

Cape St. Antonio, Cuba, there was much vivid
lightning, when a white squall caught the fore-
top-royal sail; which careened the vessel,
when the foremast, mainmast, and mizenmast,
snapped asunder with an awful crash; the
whole of the masts above, with the jib and
spanker, and sixteen sails and studding poles
were carried overboard wilth a tremendous
splash and surge, when the vessel righted: at
daybreak found the deck all in confusion, and
a complete wreck. Durifig the day hoisted a
sail from the stump of the mainmast, to the
bow of the vessel—thus Ieavin‘i nothing but
the hull of the vessel to carry the Saints into
New Orleans.

Wednesday, 3.—Called at the office and
drank a glass of wine with sister Jenetta Ri-
chards, made 'bi; her mother in England; and
reviewed a portion of the conferénce minutes.

Two p.m., Mayor’s court, “City vs. A. Gay,”

on complaint of William Law, for unbecoming

langnage, and refusing to leave the_store when
told to, Fined $5 and costs.

Directed a letter to be written to Gen. James

Adams, of Springfield, to have him meet the
“Maid of Iowa” on her return from St. Louis,
and arrange with the proprietors to turn her
into a Naavoo ferry boat; which was done the
same hour.

Ttis day the first number of the “Nauvoo
Neighbor” was issned by Taylor and Woodruff,
in place of the “Wasp™” which ceased, and I
here insert their first editorial:—

“We now, according to promise, present our
young friend before the world, in his new dress,
and with his new name. As the last week has
been one of the warm weeks in the spring,
when vegetation springs forth, and life and
animation is given to the vegetabie world; so
our efforts to cultivate the plant of intelligence,
having been watered by industry, enlivened by
perseverance, and warmed by the genial rays
of patronage, have not been unsuccessful, for

the young gentleman has grown in one short
week to double his former size.

Relative to his dress, we have to apologize a
little; as we did not live near a stere, we could
not get all the trimmings which we could have
desired, to have made him pass so well with
the elite in the fashionable world. 1owever,
among plain folks he wiil now pass very well,
and we soon expect to see him in a form that
will suit the taste of the most fastidious.

Relative to the course that we shall pursue,
we shall endeavor to cultivate a friendly feel-
ing towards all, and not interfere with the
rights of others, either politically or religiously,
We shall advocate the caftse of the innocent
and oppressed, uphold the cause of right, sus-
tain the principles of republicaniam, and fly to
the suceor of the helpless and forlorn, peuring
in oil and wine to their wounds, and acting in
every way to all the human family in the capa-
city that eur name imports, viz,, that of a
neighbor.

We have had, and may have to defend our-
selves against the oppressions, persecutions,
and innovations of meiy and if this should be
the case, we shall not shrink from the task;
but shall fearlessly and unflinchingly defend
our rights, sustaicing that liberty which our
glorious Constitution gnarantees to every Am-
erican citizen, for which our fathers jeopardized
their liberty, their lives, and their sacred
honor., | |

Amidst the warring elements that are dis-
turbing the world, we are glad to find so ami-
able and friendly spirit manifested to us at the
pregent time by the press, and we can assure
them that so long as they let us alone we shall
not interfere with them.

It has been our study to avoid contention.
and we have never interfered with others until
they have thrown down the gauntiet: and as
we have not been to the present, so we are
determined for the future not to be the aggres-
sors.

We have always eudeavored to cultivate a
spirit of friendship, amity and peace with man-
kind; if we have not succeeded, the fault has
not been with us, Rumor, with her ten thou-
sand tongues, has always been busy circulating
falsehnuﬁ and misrepresentation concerning us
and men have frequently, in the absence 6f

correct information, entertained Ill‘sfa'r‘ﬂrﬂbIEJ

opinions coneerning us, and have spoken as
they thought; but when they have been better
informed, they have regretted their course, and
have seen that calumny has been like a viper
in our path, and has stung like an adder.

In regard to our pelilical rights, our religion
has frequently been made use of by political
demagogues as a bugbear to deprive us of the
free untrammelled rights of American citizens.
This is a thing that we have always protested
arainst, and we always shall, so long as that

| blood that fired the bosams of our ancestors|

who fought, bled and died, in defence of equal
rights, flows through our veins,

Concerning religion, we consider that all
men have a right to wnrﬁhitp Almighty God
according to "the dicdates of their own con-

———

worm gnawing the very vitals of the tree of
liberty. We shall always contend for our reli-
rious rights. In short, the liberty of the press,
liberty of conscience and of worship, free dis-
cussion, sailors’ rights, we shail always sus-
tain.

Thursday, 4.—At 4 p.m., heard read a letter
from James Arlington Bennett, showing that
he was sick, and could not attend the inspec-
tion of the Nauvoo Legion, according to his
appointment.

laving received a letter from Geo. W. Rob-
inson, in relation to his land difliculties, I went
to Sidney Rigdon and procured a deed for Car-
los Granger’s farm, and settled thaf businesas.

Friday, 5.—Told the Temple Committee that
[ had a right to take away any property I chose
from the Temple office or store, and they had
no right to stand in the way. It is the people
that are to dictate me, and not the committee,
- All the property I have belongs to the Temple,
‘and what I do is for the benefit of the Temple,
and you have no aulhority, only as you receive
it from me, '

Received the followinz:—
| “New York, Tth April, 1843.
‘Josern Syirm, Esq.:

Dear Siri—I received on Saturday last, a
letter from Mr, Catlin, notifying me that ths
equity of redemption in my Nauvoo property
-would be sold on the 12th instant, ancr asking
‘me whether I wished it to be purchased for
I me—1 suppose it is quite immaterial whether
I or you hold the right of redeeming, far if it
should again come into my possession, [ wish
it understood distinetly by them who have
 built upon it, that I shall not atterept to taks
their buildings from them, but shall be ready
at any time to give them a lease of their lots
for a very long period, at a reagonable reut.
My wish, as well as my interest, leads me to
conciliate and make them my friends, instead
of making them my enemies,

Your obedient servant,
H. R. HOTCHKISS.”

Which I recorded in the Cily Record of
Deeds:—
| “Recorder’s Oflice, May 5, 1843.
State of Illinois,

City of Navoo, : A
| L Joseph Smith, recorder in and for the said
‘city of Nauvoo, Hancock county, and State
'Fafnrcauid, do hereby certify that the within
letter was duly recorded in Book A., page 140,
- and numbered 1314,

JOSEPH SMITH, Recorder,
By William Clayton, Clerk.”

Saturday, 6.—1In the morning had an inter-
view with a lecturer on Mesmerism and Phren-
| ology. Objected to his peiforming in the city.
Also an interview with a Methodist preacher,
and converged about his God without body or

arts. -
: At 9§ a.m., I mounted with my staff, and
with the band and about a dozen ﬁ;dies led by
Emma, and proceeded to the general parade
'ground of the Nauvoo Legion, east of my farm
on the prairie. The Legion looked well,
better than on any former occasion, and they
performed their evolutions in admirable style.

The officers did honor to the Legior; many
of them were equipped and armed cap-a-pie.
The men were in good spirits: they had made
great improvemnenis both in urniform and disci-
E!ine, and we felt Ermui to be associated with a

ody of men which in point of discipline, uni-
form, appearance and a knowledge of military
tactics, are the pride of Illinois, one of its
strongest defences, and a great bulwark of the
western couniry

In the course of my remarks on the prairie, I
toid the Legion, that when we have petitioned
those in power for assistance, they have always
told us they had no power to help us, damn
such trailors.—When they give me the power
to protect the innocent, I will never say I can
do nothing for their good; I will exercise that
power, 80 help me God. At the close of tha
address the Legion marched to the city and
disbanded in Main street, about 2 p.m.; the
day being windy and very cold.

There were two United State officers, and
General Swazey of Towa, present, who express-
ed greal satisfaction at onr appearance and
evolutions,

In the evening attended Mr. Vi¢ker’s per-
formance of wire dancing, legerdemain, magie,
&e., &e.

.!f conference was held at Toulon, Shark
county, Iliinois; 5 branches, 17 elders, 3 priests,
4 teachers, 2 deacons, and 129 members were
represented.

A branch has been recently organized at
I'?'nna, Wayne county, New York, consisting
g 2 elders, 1 priest, 1 teacher, and 22 mem-

ers.

§3.

- 0

Mixon Morars vor Marriep ProrLe.—-Married
people should study each others’ weak points, ua
skaters look out the weak parts of the ice, in order
to keep off’ them. :

sciences and while we allow all men freely to
enjoy this ivilege untramunelled by us, we
look wpon all men that would abridge us, or
others in their religious rights, as enemies to
the Constitution, recreant to the principles of
repablicanism, and whilgt they render them-
selves despicable, they are striking a secret. |
but deadly blow at the freedom of this grea
republic; and their withering irfluencé, though
ungeen and unohgerved by the many, is like & |

Ladics who marry for love should remember
that the wiion of angels with womnan has been
forbidden sinee the flood.

The-wife is the sun of the social system.—Un-
lees she attracts, there is nothing to keep heavy
bodies, like husbands, from flying off into space.

That wife who wouald properly discharge her
auty must never have a soyl ‘wboxe buitons.



