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THE ST JOHNS STAKE

LUNA VALLEY socorro co new
mexico march 16 1894

after attending the quarterly stake
conference held at st johns on the ath
and ath dinst I1 started out in company
with elder wm H gibbons counselor
in the stake presidency to visit all the
settlements of the saints in the st
johns stake except erastus which was
visited encn the journey from snowflake
to st johns part of the time I1 was
also accompanied by president david
JL udall patriarch henry J platt and
sisters udall patterson and pace the
stake presidency of the relief societies
also elder americus V greer brother

others we held one or
moreore meetings in each of the settle
mentsbents and hadbad an enjoyable time with

the saints who appreciated our visits
aad instructions this was made manifest
by the way in which they turned out to
the meetings I1 was also successful in
obtaining suchmuch historical data and in-
formation which is needed for church
historystory and I1 found the stake records
in first class condition while many of
the ward and society records are very
imperfectly keplkep

the st johns stake of zion consists
61 the saints residing in the eastern
part of apache county arizona and
thosechose residing in valentia and socorro
counties new mexico there are seven
organized wards in the stake namely
st johns union erastus nutrioso and
alpine in apache county arizona and
bamahamah in valentia county and lunastalleycahey or heber ward in socorro
county new mexico the numerical
strength of the stake is families
or 1467 souls namely 2 patriarchsneyhenry J platt and jens N
69 high priests 60 seventies members

A0 the quorum 86 elders 4
fpriestsests 14 teachers noiio deacons
Wmfay membersembers and chitchildrendren under
tight years old elder david K udall
it8 man of much experience in life and
whoho has passed through very thyitryingng
ordeals in the interest of gods cause

pd for his brethren has presided over
thee stake since its first organization in
Jjuly 1887 he was formerly bishop olof
the stst johns ward elder john H
teemaneeniari who performed a mission to

years ago
in the stake presidency and wm

it gibbons who labored as an indian
for eight years in arizona

anew mexico is second counselor
nowtow fills the responsible position of

for apache county to which
office he has been elected repeatedly
tia gtfast time his nomination was made
by acclamation president udall resides
tolif union ward round valley while
bisbb counselors both live at st johns

jtt johns the county seat of apache
Counuijohnstytyisis pleasantly situated on the left
bank ol01of the little colorado river in the
jagst of an open fertile country which
would be capable of sustaining a large
population if there was sufficient water
ivwherewithherewith to irrigate the lands A great
degdeal is being done now to reserreservoirvoir the
watervater the facilities for this being very
good with the expenditure of consider-
able labor on dams and ditches which
indeedhadeed is being done as fast as pos-
sible

st johns was first settled by mexicans
lidid ai few whitewhile adventurers about 1873

the saints purchased the place in

1879 of sol barth and others who
claimed to own everything in the neigh-
borhoodbo including water right and all
but after a while complications arose
and the brethren found a number of law
suits on their hands besides having to
face a conspiracy on the part of the anti

were determined to drive
the saints away from the county inin reg-
ular old time missouri fashion but the
brethren stood their ground nobly
though at a great sacrifice they were
mobbed robbed shot at deprived of
their political rights taxed beyond
reason by the unscrupulous demagogues
who had been elected to office by the
anti mormon ring and one man brother
nathan C tenney was shot and killed
outright while acting as a peace maker
between his friends and the mob but
the victory at last appeared on the side
of the saints who after humbling them-
selves in fasting and prayer laid their
case before the almighty soon alterafter
that the strength of the enemy was
broken the wickedness of some of the
anti mornionmormon ringleadersringleaders came to light
one man was sentenced to ten years
imprisonment in the yuma penitentiary
for forgery or for raising county war-
rants anotheranother one wawas killedskilled by his own
kind some fled the country to escape
itiausticestice and others who had expended
their means in fighting the saints were
reduced to poverty and are now void
of influence the prospects for the
saints in st johns are now better than
ever before gincesince they settled the place
the anti mormonscormons are confined to a
small portion of the town bordering on
the river while the saints occupy a reg-
ularly surveyed townsite adjoining the
originalginal mexican village with narrow
and crooked streets and the co opera
tive store owned by our brethren does
more business than all the rest of ane
stores in st johns put together our
people also own the only flouringfloeringflou ring mill
in the town control three fifths otof the
water used for irrigation purposes and
constitute the majority of the population
though the non mormonscormons including of
course the mexicans still outvote our
people at the polls this however
does not cut much of a figure now as
the people have divided on national
party lines at the last county election
however the non mormonscormons or at least
mandofmany of them acted treacherously to
the saints for while our brethren voted
their respective party tickets honestly
and straight the non cormonsmormons scratched
off the names of all the mormon candi-
dates and voted for the gentile oppo-
nents which resulted in every one of
our brethren being ousted at the polls
and consequently the county is still run
by political tricksterstrick most of whom
own no property to speak of and as a
matter ofof course pay no taxes and are
only hanging around the county seat to
feed iromfrom the public crib oi course
there are a few exceptions to that
rule

in the face of all the abuse lying and
violence to which our brethren have
been subjected in st johns during past
years they have acted very wisely and
prudently in fact an all wise providence
and the spirit of meekness and forbear-
ancee have guidedaided them in the midst of
all their difficulties instead of retaliat-
ing in the shape of punishing their op-
pressorspres sors which they could perhaps
have done very successfully on different
occasions they refrained from all overt
acts not one of their persecutors was

killed or even severely punished by any
of the brethren though the provocation
to do so was often so great that I1 doubt
very much whether any people except
the saints could have stood the test
without rising up in righteous anger to
take vengeance upon the evildoerevil doer but
the brethren held the fort and it is gen-
erally understood throughout this stake
of zion that had not the saints of st
johns stood their ground as they did
all the other settlements which now con-
stitute the st johns stake of zion
would have been an impossibility the
present strength of the st johns ward
is seventy five families or souls be-
longing to the church A comfortable
meeting house though a log building
and a fine two story tithing office occu-
pying one of the most conspicuous
places on the townsite and a relief
society hall constitute the public build-
ings of that part of st johns which is
controlled by the saints charles P
anderson a young man of promise iiss
the of the ward

erastus also known as concho is
situated in a snug little valley about
16 miles southwest of st johns and 34
miles southeast of snowflakeSnownake the old
mexican town called concho is situated
in the lower end while most of our
people live on the townsite called
erastusErab which is in the upper end of
the valley A fine reservoir has been
constructed which so far has proven
very successful and beneficial to the
settlement at erastus the finest peaches
produced in apache county and other
fruits are claimed to be raised and the
prospect for a flourishing settlement is
promising though the present mormon
population only consists of eighteen
families or souls christopher J
kempe extensively known among the
scandinavian saints from his missionary
labors in norway presides as bishop at
erastus the place was named thus in
honor of the late apostle erastus snow
it was first settled by the saints in
1879

union ward embraces all the saints
residing in round valley which is
situated near the so called white moun-
tains about 3355 miles south of st johns
the post office name of the place is
springervilleSpring erville formerly there were
two wards in this valley namely omer
and amity but in 1886 they were
amalga match and the new organization
called union and of late years the
headquarters of the ward have been
built up at a place called aage about
a mile anda half southwest odtheof the valley of
springervilleSpring erville and near the east end of
the valley the townsite of eager is a
most beautiful one and when more
families shall have located upon it it
will present a better appearance than at
presentpresen when the houses are somewhat
scattered the altitude of this place is
about feet or nearly feet
higher than st johns george H
crosby formerly bishop of hebron and
leeds in southern utah presides over
the buhion ward which at present con
bains sixty families or souls belong-
ing to the church

nutrioso is a fine village situated on
nutrioso creek a tributary of the little
colorado river inin the south end of ai
beautiful and fertile little valley near the
summit of the mountains which form
the watershed between the little
colorado and the gila rivers nutrioso
attracts the attention of the visitor at
once by its fine frame dwellings its


