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It is gomewhat of an undertaking to
address so large an assembly. I bear
my testimony to the truth of the resto-
vation of the everlasting gospel and this
work which God has commenced in

. these latter days. .

1t has been the earnest desire of my
heart, from the timeé I received the
. erdinance of baptism in 1832, to be able
to fulfil my duties as a Saint, and to
perform those things which were re-
quired of me as an individual—to watch
over myself and keep out of mischief;
that I might be prepared when my
work is accomplished on the earth, to
inherit the blessings and glory of that
King in whose service I have enlisted.
I presume that a large proportion of the
Saints have kept these things in mind,
though I am astonished when I reflect
upou the great number with whom I
have been acquainted that are not now
to be found, and of whom we have

report only that they have gone off’ this,

that or the other way. _

This reminds us of the parable of the
sower that went forth to sow, as de-
scribed by our Savior; some of the good
seed fell among thorns, and they grew
up and choked it; some fell by the way
side, and the fowls gathered it up; some
fell upon stony ground where it liad not
mueh depth of earth, and it came up
quickly, and when the sun was up it
was scorched and withered away; and
some fell upon good ground and brought
forth thirty, sixty and an hundred fold.
This is the substance of the parable; and

the kingdom of God in the last days is | Wrozen, and that much of the wild vege-

certainly very much like unto it. |

Among the great number who have
entered into the fold of Christ, by bap-
tisnf, few have remained faithful to the
present times There were*men among
us whose hearts were faint,—who felt
that it would. not do to gather here, be-
cause, peradventure, it was the greatest
undertaking of any age.  To attempt to
settle a dr]hule people, sifuated as we
were, in the midst of a howling desert a
thougand miles from supplies, was too
great an undertaking in the eyes of
many, and they dared not risk it. It
required faith, courage, energy, daring
and perseverance, almost beyond de-
scription, to lead a peoplé into the heart
of the great American desert and es-
tablish settlements, We now seetravel-
ersarrive here by stage, who are proud of
the achievement of having crossed the
Roeky Mountains. It required a people
full of faith, enérgy and devotion to the
cause of God, and a willingness toabide
every counsel given by the servants of
God, to come here; and alsorequired a
large amount of faith, patience, energy,
self-denial and long suffering to stay
when they got here. |

I presuine it was over three years after
we came before a score of men in the
valleys ever believed that an apple,
peach or' plum could be grown here,
and when the few men who had the
faith and the determination to set an
example began to produce their peaches,

plums and apples, and exhibit them,

many opened their eyes with astonish-
V1o on the face of the earth
would think that at an altitude of four
thousand four hundred feet above the-
level of the sea, and in latitude nearly
forty-one, and neatr the southern limit
of the isothermal line, such’ nicely
iavored, delicate fruit could be raised!
We came to this land because it was
g0 desert, desolate and God-forsaken
that no morial upon earth ever would
covet it; but as Col. Fremont reported
that at the mouth of Bear river, in the
- carly part of August, his thermometer
&tood at 29° Fah., thge degrees below
freezing point, which"would Kill grain,
fruit or vegetables, our enemies said,
‘“vou Mormons may go there and wel-
come,' chuckling to e¢ach other over
what seemed to them our annihilation.
YWe had been driven several times; our
homes had been devastated both in
AMissouri and Illinois; we had been
robbed of everything, and some came
here with the little that they gathered
up from the smoking ruins of their
Lhabitations, The priests sent compli-
mernts to each other rejoicing that those
“Mormons’ (who had been making the
people acquainted with the prineciples
of the gospel b teaching them that the
Bible meant what it said) had gone into
flie heart of a desert, never more to be
Lieard of, for the Indians would destroy
and grim want would consume them.
The newspapers recorded the joy and
gratification felt at the utter end of
“Mormonism.” Gov. Thomas Ford
wrote as follows in the title page of his
history of Illinois: *“*An aecount of the
rise, progress and FALL of Mormonism."
Notwithstanding, however, the many
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us the Spirit of the Lord brooded over
the face of the waters anciently, so it
brooded over the Great Basin and the
climate became genial and soft. I never
was av the eressing of the Sevier river
in summer, for seven years after our
settlements in Iron county had been es-
tablished, without experiencing frost;
{ and now the Sevier val
luxuriant fields of grain and vegetables
in the season thereof, in every place
where the water has been taken out
from the mouth of that river to the
head of it, nearly nine thousand feet
above the level of the sea. Who has
done this? God and the Saints have
' done it! The Saints have had faith and .

Priesthood upon them and blessed and
dedicated it to the Lord, and have la-
bored according to the counsels of God,
and the woPk has been accomplished.

To have told the Mountaineers, ten
years ago, that grain could be raised in
the upper valleys of the Weber, where
they encountered. heavy frosts every
month in summer, would bave incurred
their ridicule; but the genial influence
of the Bpiritt of the Almighty, has
softened the rigor of the climat&_ﬂ and
the flourishing counties of Morgan and
Summit are the result,

In 1853, an expedition went out from
Provo city after some Indians that had
stolen steck. They went up the Provo
river and encamped near where the
city of Heber now stands, in the middle
of summer. On, their return, they re-
ported to me that they were nearly

i

tation was killed by the severity of the
weather, and that it would be useless
ever fo attempt to raise grain there. 1
suppose that Provo valley, this season,
with all its losses, will raise not less
than thirty thousand bushels of grain
and vegotables. Witha little reflection
we can readily perceive that the Lord
God of Israel has blessed these moun-
tains -and walleys, which have been
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ua to the Missouri river,
nearly three hundred miles. We es-
tablished th‘% first ]Ea er at Council
Blufls, published by Elder Orson Hyde,
entitled the JFrontier Guardian, in |
1548-9 and 50. i |

The Omaha Arrow, published by
Joseph E. Johnson, was the first paper

gquently published the Huntsman’s Eecho
at Wood river,

We introduced the culture of wheat
gnd fruitin Western Missouriand Iowa,
improved agriculture in California, and.
developed the resources of these moun-
tains, making the roads and showing
men how to travel them safely. 4

While all this has been done for our
country, and we have comparatively
tamed tﬁe savage and held in e¢heck his

wild and bleod-thirsty nature, that the
inhabitants of the world could travel
across the deserts without being robbed
and murdered, we have been the subjeect
of vlle seandal, simply because our reli-
gious views were diflerent from those of
the hireling clerﬁy whe oceupy thepul-
pits of Christendom. We taught that
men should preach the gospel without
purse or qcrlp—-_-éareachit fcr;ly_; and a
man who dpﬁ)en ed upon acoligregation
for a salary by whichto obtain hisblack
coat and fit-out, was ready to denounce
preaching without purse and scrip as a
heresy: wgby? because it would reduce
him to the necessity of going to some
useful ealling, instead of making mey-
chandise of the Gospel, which God has
made free. It endangered his bread
and butter; and thus priest-craft, has
raised a eonstant bowl, that the E&_Iur-
mons were leagued with the Indians;
why? beeause we crossed the i)laina and
the Indians did not rob us. Thereason
the Latter-day Saints cressed the plains
and the Indiaus did not rob them was,
they organized their companies, camp-
ed in order, kept up guards, treated the
Indians with kindness and respect,
seeking no quarrel with them, and pass-

dedicated and set apart by His servants
for the gathering together of His people |
and the establishment of Ilis latter day
work upon the earth.

Go to Pottawatomie, Towa; Nauvoo,
Illinois; or KirtJand, Ohio, and ask for
apples and peaches, and you will find
them few and far between. In Feb.
1857, I visited my former field of labor
in Western Virginia and enquired ofan
old friend for fruit, his reply was,—''my
peach trees are all killed, and .l have
not been able to raise any peaches for
six years.,”! Have you any good apples?
“Not an apple that is fit to eat, Our
frees are uIP diseased and many of them
have ' perished.”’ This condition of
things was very general. 1t is so
wherever the Saints bave lived and
béen driven away,—their glory has de-
parted to return no more, until the land
is dedicated and consecrated to God and
occupied by the Saints,

We had to produce the necessaries of
life from the ground, for we had not,
the means to send abroad eleven hun-
dred miles to purchase. Inashorttime
after the Pioneers settled this eountry,
some twenty-five thousand pilgrims to
the Jand of gold passed through this

1

lcame here destitute, and they are in-

debted to the inhabitants of these settle-
ments for the preservation of their
lives, -

California is indebted to the Latter-
day. Saints for its present greatness,

country, explored and made the three
principal roads leading there,2nd ran
the first ship load of American emi-
grants into the port of San Franciseo,
then called Yerba Buena. Ye are the
men that developed the resources of
the Pacific Coast, and then we fed those
tens of thousands passing through to
that land, who would have starved and
perished on the deserts, had we not
provided them with bread while they
traveled the roads we made, to go to the
mines, _
The passengers on board the ship
Brooklynnotonly brought to the Pacific
Coast their valuable Hbrary, buta print-
ing press, which they established at
Yerba Buena—now San Franciseo, and
from which was issued the Culifornia
Star in 1847-8. We are the Pioneers of
the great west., The Latter-day Saints
established the first f:rinting press in
Western Missouri, the ZLvening and
Morning Star, published at Indepen-
dence in 1832-3, and the Upper Missouri
Advertiser, in 1833, by W. W. Phelps.
After the destruction of the printing
office by the mob, the press was re-
moved to Liberty, and was for years
used to printthe only newspaper printed

Great Basin: a large portion of them

We opened its gold mines, explored its |

ed right along. When the Indians

look dewn from the hills on one of our

trains and see it camped, they know it
is & “Mormon’’ train; they see a nice
corral, and a guard out with the cattle
who are carefully attending to their
duty, When they come up, they get a
kind word., When night comes the
“Mormons’’ kneel down to pray; the

do mot blaspheme the name of &od.
The Indians see all this and contlude
. not to interrupt that company, for they
might get hurt—the ‘“‘Mormons’ hav-
ing always provided their companies
with suffieient arms for protection.
That is the way the Latter-day BSaints
 travel through these mountains:unin-
terrupted, . How is it with others?
They would organize a company on the
frontiers, travel a while in that condi-
tion, quarrel whe should be captain
and divide into five or gix sguads; an

by the time they got to the Sierra Ne-
vada.there would be anly two families
together, and they would divide their
‘wagon and make it inte twocarts, and
seperate, if they were not afraid of the
Indians. This way of seattering pre-
sents a temptation to the red men
which is really very hard for them to
resist, for these plains cannot boast of
heing safer than the streets of New

where millions are expended to pay
police to guard and protect the prirlperty
and lives of white men from the depre-
dations of white men. , _

We can but have a dee feelmg of
syvmpatby when we realize the grevious
afflictions that have  befallen ourcom-
mon country, - We look at the cause.
When the Latter-day Saints organized
their first settlements in Missouri—
when they undertook to lay the founda-
tion of Zion, although there was no
charge which could be brought against
them for violating any law, constitu-
tional or moral, yet, because they intro-
duced a new system of religion the
hireling clergy, the priest-eraft of the
world, arose against them to destroy
them; as Governor Dunklin of Missouri
gaid, “‘There are ample provisions in
the Constitution and laws of the State
to proteet you, but the prejudice is so
great among the people against you,
that it is impossible to enforee these
laws.” There is a great deal said about
the origin of the trouble between the
North and the South: some said it was
the almighty negro, but the fact is, the
people did not respect the Counstitution
of our country, for the Latter-day
Saints were driven in violation thereof
from Jackson County to Clay,and from
Clay to Caldwell and Davis counties,
and then from the State of Mo. to 111,
and from Ill, to the Rocky Mountains,

published in “Nebragka, who subse-|
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York, Philadelphia and Washingten, |

d, their leaders

[December 7, 1865.
not a solita
the laws or tﬁ

their wom

murdete{%‘ d

man e

Cunatﬁtin in nce. YWhen the

e

Presid e States was ap-
plied to, all he would say was, ‘‘Your
cause is just, but we can do nothing for
you.”” Assoon as the Saints had found
a shelter in the Rocky Mountains, this
feeling of lawlessness went rampant
throughout the Union. Men despised
the statutes and the laws with which
they were bound, and it was mob upon
mob, army aga'lns't army until” the
whole country has been deluged in
blood and eraped in mourning. When
will the nation repent of these follies,
and maintain those institutions God
has introdueed for the perfection of
mankind? When will they hold the
Constitution sacred and inviolable and
seek no longer to prostitute it for the
destruction of the innocent? Until
this is done they may expect to see sor-
row and woe, which will increase upon
their heads until they shall repent.

Brethren, we should consider these
things within ourselves. We e¢om-
menced to make our =ettlements here
under these circumstances and here we
have found a shelter. It has been a
home for the oppressed, and a shelter to
every body that desired rest. The
weary traveller has*had a chanee here
to refresh himself and enjoy the bless-
ings that are to be enjoyed in these val-
leys; and no man’'s rights have ever
been trampled upon.

It is true we have had a species of
animals pass through here that Alfred
Cumming, in imnitation of Gen. Zacha-
ry Taylor, vsed to ecall *'Camp poicks,”
newspaper reporters, who, Cumming
declared, prostituted not only the body
but the soul, by selling themselves for
apenny-a-line to lie; publishing their
lies to the world as scandal upon the
heads of the Baints. They come here
and drink of the mountain water, par-
take of fine potatges and, turnips and
luscious strawberries, and feast upon
the fruits of the valleys, the products of
our industry, and then go off and de-
fame the people, and try to get armies
sent here to destroy the Saints. We
care very little about these things, but
when that species of animals appear
among us, we-look upon them as we do
upon & serpent, we calculate they in-
tend te bite and all we ask of them is,
to do as they have generally done, tell
such big lies that nobedy in their right
senses can believe them,

We have had another ¢lass of animals
in the sha df Federal OMicials. We

have had 68 of them, part of whom
came here and conducted themselves
like gentlemen, but we have had one
thing always to consider, with one or
two exceptions, very heonorable ones,
they have scarcely ever sent anybody
here that could get a place anywhere
else. If they could get an appoint-
ment in any other Territory, or a mag-
istraey in the District of Columbja, or
a clerkship in a Department, or the ap-
pointraent of a weigher or guager in
the Custom House, they would never
come to Utah. Coming to Utah was
the last thing and the last place for a

erfegtly desperate for the want of
an u}ﬁee. 1AS the Seeretary of State
said when be sent Perry IE. Brochus

here to be judge, he had to send him -

somew here to get him *‘out of the way;"’
and when he would not stay here he
was immediately sent to New Mexico.
We have generally known what the
qualification of men was, and under-
stood it precisely when they came.
Their qualification generally was that
they had performed some dirty work
for some successful politician, A few
that have come here have done as well
as they knew how, with a mediocrity
of talent,—tbat is, if they had bright
talents they seldom displayed them,
and the majority of them come in bere,
open their eyes, (putting one in mind
of chickens just come through the egg-
shell, when they get asight of the light
for the first time,) and exclaim, “‘there
'are awful things here! tremendous
things here!” and they begin to make
reports, and print and publish them, go
off to California and write for a year iu
succession there, drawing their salaries
to report how things are in Utah, All
these things we have had to encounter,
Lbut our industry, our economy and pru-
dence, our loyalty, and our firm and

determined adherence to the Constitu- -

tion of the United States Lhave carried
us through the whole of it,

The administration of Pres, Buchan-
an brought the power of theGovern-
ment to bear agsinst us. The traitor,
Gen. A. 8. Johnston, was sent, with
what was then called by See. Floyd, the
best appointed army that was ever fitted
out by this Government since its forma-
tion. Gen. Scott issued orders to keep
the troops massed and in hand, thesup-

west of Booneville,

0., excepting the

robbed and plundered of their property,

ply trains to be kept with the main




