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THE DECISION IKIN THE MILES
CASE v

timTHE rulinrulingg odtheof the supreme court efof
tathaUunited SJbaatesatesatea in kpaegae
will be found in our telegraphic dis-
patches it will be seen that the
rulings of the third district and su-
premepreme courts of this territory are
reversed and the appellant fais alwaaward-
ed a new trial

this case caused a gregreatgreabmt deal ofex-
citementcitement throughout the country in
consequence of the exaggerations of
dame rumorrumors and the peculiar inci-
dents of the trial miles was popu-
larly credited with having married
three young ladies on the same day
at therrialthetho trialtriai this number was reduced
to two and the tesimony on which
the prosecution had to rely in estab-
lishing this point was that of caro
line 0Owenwens mallesMaile commonly know
as carriecarrio owens this woman had
been a long time before engaged to
john miles in london hutbut the en-

gagementgagaigement waswaa broken daoff 1 and the
i parties had not met eachich other
for several years meanwhile the
defendant met and it was said be-
cameihme engaged to marry miss emily
spencer of stgeorgest george hehp then
went to england where lie met his
form the acacquaintance
being renewed agreed also to marry
her she came to utah with himhlin
bluedand was married to him in the en-
dowment house in this city

according to her testimony miles
was ppreviouslyre marriedriednied to miss
spencerer on the saini eda natbut no
witness to the marrmarriagelagejage was pro-
duced at the trial carrie owens
did herber very bostbest to cuncic the de-
fendantfendant and the prosecution sub

president john taylor
counselor D H wells and others
faithefor the purpose of extracting evi-
dence concerning the ceremonies of
the endowment house ifit will be
rememberrememberedod that for refusing to an-
swer cerancertain irrelevant questions
concerning the religious ordinances in
the house of theLord brother wells
was committed for contempt and
served two days in the penitentiary
a grand and monster procession re-
ceiving him and escorting him to
the city on his liberation not out of
disrespect for any law but from re-
spect to the man who was true to
his religion his brethren and lishis
god alidand who preferred to suffer
rather than violate hisbig trust andioand to
bear the penalty ofotanan unjust deci-
sion sooner than answer questions
that no lawyer or judge had a legal
or moral right to propound

president taylor also took a manly
and dignified stand frankly anawanswer-
ing

er
all questions which were law-

fully propounded but guarding his
rights and the rights of his people
never swerving from the truth nor
concealing anything within his
knowledge pertinent to the cause
at issue

these circumstances caused a great
dealkcal of comment and discussion
but the manner of empanelling the
ijuryury was thetiie most notable
topic of dispute the prosecution
challenged all mormonlormon jurors
lindland objected not only to those who
were practical polygamists but also
to those who admitted their belief in
the divinity rf the revelation on
celestial marriage These objections
were sustained by the judge and
thus a religious test was permitted
in a court of our country contrary
to an express provision of the con-
stitutionution by this means the jury
which sat upon this case was cum
posed of persons who were as much
opposeded to the religion of the de-
fendant as those whowio were rejected
were friendly to it they were inin
this case the enemies of the accused
Flnoror theretilere is this peculiarpeculiarityty in the
situation here that those who are
opposed with any degree of intensity
to the faith of the latter day saints
are imbued1 withw I1 th a correspondingin g de-
gree of animosity to the people who
hold that faith

several of titthee jurors who were re-
jected testified under oath that
while they believed in the divinity

of the revelation on celestcelestiallat mar-
riage they also believed in the force
of the law of congress and would
convict uuponn good evidence a de-lrofondant whow I1 had brolienbroken that law
leaving the issue between god and
the government As latter day
saints they had a certain rellreilreligiousrious
belief as jurors they bad a certain
secular duty they would be true
to their oath and perform their
sworn duty while they did not
swerve from their personal faith
that they were sincere in thistilts
avowal all their corco rreligionists will
understand and maintain what-
ever may be alleged or imagined by
those who cannot comarcomprehendbhend the
nature off our doctrines and the
truth and honor and integrity of the

mormon people
during the trial evidence was ad-

mitted contrary to the06 usual pro-
cedure in criminal aactions antheon thefhe
other hand evidence necessary to
the defensedefenso was excluded excep-
tions were taken on these various
points and were embodiedein bodied inn the ap-
peal to the supreme court of the
united states only three motheseotof thesehese
are mentioned in the decision as re-
ported in the telegrams on the
most important cfallofallali it appears that
the opinion is adverse to us the
countcourt suspusbains the ruling of the low-
er tribunal excluding mormon
jurors in polygamy cases that is
the highest court in this nation sus-
tains the allowallowinging of a religious test
in the office ofjuror in direedirect hos-
tility to the supreme law of the
landlaud which says no religious
test shall ever be required as a

any office or public erusttrust
underunderthothe united states article
VI of the constitution

the court alsoaiso sustains as evi
denicederice the admissions of the defend-
ant related by other parties that
is for instance if he introduces a
lady as his wife that may be ad-
duced as evidence of his marriage fd0
that person buethebutnut the court decides
that the evidence oflof carrie owens
on which the prosecution chiefly
relied was stood
before the court in the re-
lation of the defendants wifeavire
this not being denied by him
and therefore under the utah stat-
ute her evidence was not valid as
against her husband this ia a venyvery
importantinportant point and the effects ofor
the rruling will reach much I1

than the miles case
yewe must connessconfess to surprise not

to say disappointment at the ruling
on the juryjuny question but we have
no reason to expect that when there
is the slightest chance for a render-
ing of the law in a manner likely to
be inimical to our faith and beligioreliglogio
practicepractices the decision will be in our
favor our trust and confidence
must be in god not man in a right-
eous course and wise and prudent
actions not in courts or officials
and there is one thing certain that
any departure from constitutionalcOnstitutiondl
provisions for the purpose of
sivesive measures against av ator
day saints will sooner or later pro-
ceed in the direction of other reli-
gious bodiesand the work of evil will
goongo on until the whole nation feels
the direful effects of countenancing
the subversion of the fundamental
principles of religious lihlibertyerty one of
the main things for which the fa-
thers of our country
on which the fabric ofdf our na19lalial
institutions has beebbeenbeen erected
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hsensetSEgondPOND DAY
I1 monday 2 p inm

choir sang I1 I1

upraisepraise to god immortal praise
for the lovejove that crowns our days

prayer by presidepresidenti nt frigaa TMalcannon
choir sang
athotho rordlord my pasture shall prepare
anawand aea meymeglthaitha dirOdire

president george Q cannon thentinn
read the statistical reportsof the ya
rious stakesstakes ofzion

I1 a
APOSTLEAPOaro ERASTS

said the gospel as expoundedexpoundcd by the
savior and HisAHis es waswasaa perfect
laylaly of liberty all the revelations
that God ever gave to joaniinan in an-
cientclentelentt or modem times tended to true
freedom nothing connected with
the gospel of christ has the
cy to restrain men of their liberty
these doctrines have aftemattemptedpwedaed to
draw a line between liberty and
licentiousness between libertilbertlibertyyandand
oppression oppression and blaverslaverslavery
are the result of sin and violations
of the the everlasting

gospel eitherelther byy the ruled bytheby tile
rulers or both and generally by
bothpoth true freedom of mind and
body and thetho enjoyment of human
liberty rest upon lihumanman integrity
and virtue and the observance of
those principles of truth uponuronti on which
all liberty is founded there are
some people who think they are al-
ways in bondagec unless they are
all the time ttryingfrying to get in-
to trgubie some seem never to
be happyhapy unless perfectly miserable
Oppreoppressionslonsion and slavery are inin noDD
way connected with thetho gospel of
jesus arist the nihilistsnihilismslists ofoffusrus

1

siaslasia the socialists of franceanefrance aniaand the
19Liberliberalsalel ofor utah aref flpanting for
liberty but to obtain their ends
which would certainly be anarchy

and destruction they would assas-
sinate thetbe representativesrepresen tat abs of govern-
ment killhill the king dethrone jeho-
vah the same restless spirit that
agitates suehsuch people has existed in
former ages of thetho world and their
course is related inip bible history
and alsoaiso theirthein sadnad fate is made man-
ifest by toethe displeasure of the al-
mighty doagainst their rebellious
course agthethe powers that be are or-
daineddainedofof godiod 11 and a monarchial
or republicansrepublican or other form of gov-
ernmenternment is yarfar better than no gov-
ernmenternment or the rule of those
who most clamor fifot freedom
with their mouths huf arearoiroire tyrantstyrantsauts
in their hearts and arearc destroyers of
good regulations and wholesome re-
straintsstra ints the oppressoppressionlionilon ofor a king is
preferable to the oppression of a
mob where every mansmana will is hishla
own lawlad the speaker made a wise
and discriminating contrast between
the governgovernmentment of god and the con-
ditiontion of anarchy that I1is being aim-
edd at by freedom shouters in differ-
ent nnationsaeions of the earth he then
spokee of the power and efficacy of
the priesthood in the settlement of
difficulties by pacific measures on
thethP ae of amicable t
ment I1thereere are aono officials on the
icacocoptoi the earth who are so easily
approachedapar porfor the purpose of lisils
tteangpak to and affording counsel and
aidald to those needinggitit as thethothedarlvari-
ousdd authoritiesauttioriloritiesliea and officials in the
Qchurch andaud kingdom of god andtigilgthere argare no peoblepeople who understand
bertyhertyrt brbetterbettent than the latterlatten daydy
rainaimsalms I1

norforor thertheythe havebabe learned it in
the gospelej1 he could bear teotimo y
to the factfact that there are no better
social and family rregulations

1 any
here nor any more true liberty

than can be found in many of our
ttpolygamous households and that
theyy werevre tartai stisuperior to
those existed in many
plplacesdesces in so called christendom
in a political sense we afeaieare plain
edoed 0 because we will vote for our
friends and give durour sanction to
those whom we know will make a
wise and proper use of the power and
means placed in their hands and
will not vote for our enemies who
seekek place and power for their own
aggrandizement and personal ends
some peoplespeoplelg ideas of liberty seem
to be independence of law hostility
to union order and peace our re-
generators would make it appear

go to the polls and
votevow their tickettjeket we are oppressed
and priest hiddenridden yes we devotedo vote
with the priesthood we would in-
deed be foolish to vote for our ene
miesthenlieu let usps votevoto for our friends
everybody acquainted with cheter

knows that the municipal
co ltvnty and territorial offices of utah
arearc more justly and equitably man-
aged the taxes are less and the
wants of the people are more judici-
ously cared for than in any other
state or territory in thetho unit-
ed statesstated we have not one
defadefaulterflitertilter in office here for ten in
any other state there are some
who have heard so much of this
twaddle about being priest
ridden that they think unless
they vote with their enemies
they will be put down as mormon
slavesjaves but reflecting men see
through these things therewhere arearo peo
eieele who instead tfof beginning to
ieetmeretter thethoth world by purifying their

own hearts and homes try to serve
god like the devil by turning their
attention abroad and thusthug create
anarchy it is like the idiot who
because he is himself houseless and
is compelled to sleep on the steps of
the nabob will put the torch to the
nabobsnabors palace and destroy it fools
can destroy but it takes wise men to
build up when the time comes
that the extremists of the land
sweep through the country with the
violence of afl tornado god will inter-
pose his arm and the saints of god
will rally around the constitution
and form a nucleus around which
men and women of virtue intelli-
gence and love of order will gatherther
and carry out the purposes of god in
promoting peace and true liberty

hohe directed some plain and pointed
remarks against those who are bpop
posed to order and good govgovernmentemment
and showed that all law humanehuman
and divine should tend totto thehe main-
tenance of human rights and the
welfare of all manmankikimlnJ

ELDER jounJOHN NICHOLSON

said he considered it the greatest
I1 privilege that could be enjoyed to be
identified with the great work of
the lord established in our day by
revelation from heaven the divinediviner
character of the work had been
manifested to him personally by
the spirit of god so that he waswag en-
abled to bear witness to its divine
authenticity the promise made in
connection with the preaching of
this gospel of the kingdom that
each obedient believer should rire-
ceive an unerring individual witness
of its truthfulness was one of the
characteristic features that strongly
distinguished it from aliair other i
termsterns claiming to be religious and
saving the speaker said that since
he last hadbad the pleasure of attending
a general conference of the church
he hadbad spent over two years on a
mission to great britain where hebe
had rejoiced hiin proclaiming the gos-
pel among ththee people of the world
while engaged in that labor be had
taken pleasure in observing the evi-
dences of the development of theth
work of god in the progress of the
axexponents of its prineprincprinciplesdoesloes he
had labored 1inn ttheh0 ministry previous
to coming to the gathering place
and wasas then nearly 20 years agoac 0
acquainted with the condition of the
Felderseiders comparison was largely in
favolfavor as a whole of those now erntenitkenterit
out the young men bornhorn and
reared in the church were as a rule
manifesting much devotion and
fearlessly proclaimed the gospel
among the people the speaker bore
testimony to the divine character ofbf
the mission of joseph smith regard-
ing whose claims to being a prophet
there was more abundant and strik-
ing evidence than in the case ofor any
other man laying claim to prophetpropheticfd
inspiration that he knew anything
about

prest geo Q cannon then read
the financial reports of theibe logan
and mantimantl temples

prest jos F smith gave outopt
notices that the elders called 0onA a

to europe whowiio were expect-
ed totd leave on the of april will
not now leave until the also
that a meeting of the young I1menfi
and young ladiesladlee
ment associations would be heldheid I1n
the assembly hall in the evening01

alai
7

the choir and congregation sangsing
guide us 0 thou great Jehjehovahoyahovah

saints unto the promised land
conference was adjourned until xio

on tuesday morningmornings j
t

benediction by counscounselor I1 D H
wells

s t

THIRD DAY

tuesdaytuesdays 10 a in
the choir sangt I1

the great ardand glorious gospel 11lightAthaghas ushered forthhuntotanto mytay sight
prayer by eldereldorEidar colnjohn 11 smith3 M I1

the choir sang i

comecorne listen to a prophetprophets voice tand hearheap the word ol01 god
I1apostle F it LYMlayman

heartily endorsed the sentiments
advanced by previous bpspeakerseakers dur-
ing this conference wewo have a
message of life and salvation to
preach to the children of men and
god requires this service at our
hands we musttasaas a people prac-
tice as well as believe whatnhat god has
revealed for ourout salvation we will
be responsible to god for a faithful
performance of all the duties requir-
ed at our hands god has in

his servants to go abroad
and preach the gospel whichch
we have received and thousands
have been gathered from thenations
of the earth in leaving our homes
we have necessarily to make what ap-
peared to be many sacrifices but in
reality we have made an excellent
exchange for our apparent loss has
proved to us a great gain we have
gained power to obtain blessings con-
nected with the gospel which we
never could have enjoyed hadbad we
remained where the gospel first
found us god liashas taught us how
to get free from our former sins how
to receive forgiveness how
to escape condemnation howbow to es-
cape eternal woe how to obtain
wives and children and associations
that will endure for ever with eter-
nal lives eternal riches and glory
and exaltation in the presence of
god but in order to secure these
great and inestimable blessings we
must live for them and regulate our

livesives aaccordingrd D to the laws
gadI1 naspasb given w oroi we shall
tatainin to these blesbiesblessittsitf
speakerpel kar thenlenien dwelt intheon theba
eionsonsOAS that are necessary torbofthe exaltationexalta we abeareaf swibwl
namely bvby complyingwmgomdomplying vat
ordinancei af thehe dm I1 tit YA abd 16

0o motive0 iv
hollisthonesty bfof

to obtain the forgivene
sins and the reception of irhIRErifeaghostghosh and after persons i

as members of the chun
order to receive and enjoybloy the
and blebieblessingssOngs of god thleyth
continue to observe eveveryr tna
mentmeat of thothe gospel abeUfabita
we take every step rheraf aneta
no step that 13 wrong
forward with and zeal vitkit
the will of god and ununderstandevery Tommandment iis8 meesteir
that hones10 tV M I1
truth ptirat and I1integrityU tehity iarja

as faith or baptismb p as airfir

ing tithes or any ototherr ruleruiee e

quirement there I1is no0 raafreafI1
ureuve in doing vroni butt 6
blight that commescornea pon theife
from committing ldidsin16 modnap r6
forbids us eitherC tatl
laws of Wcad or ofa rmanaau we ough
to be thivtifetire moat law deonipeon
on taitbnoS the earthearths weive ha
evertevery iber y in the gospel totoodoirot
hethe good VVwe earicari Vwhilewhiiehile weareavarelljn taworld but we havernot

to do elthereither ttt Qouroun familie arp qi9hb
we have our agency and caancanean actketacubeuy
we choose but the lawA ofdf lladnot gideusgive us thet hightright to dolla 0q iwe araiarekarearo a christian community ie
believebellevebel leveilevel inn god and inIII jesusi lehlebchridchild

j

Handardind they have a perfect right taghi
ug laws and to layjay aftcwmlegandrurules and duties that must be ik
served by order toio gemigeml
blessiblessingsbegsfigs that ireirdare popromisedMis

1

ed 1 I1 gi
hashag told us that this work
durenure forever and our bodfis L

endure lhrough outbut a
anity it isnecessary to cultivate ithe powers afpf our belabelibeingng afftifa0 gpS

and moral and antell
powerspo and faculties should bejabeia

nudnua icultured by
with our physical faculties

f jojosea
smith was a prophet of god i dst
lord tutored and instructedinstincted hm fl
yearssears bedorebefore hiefie entrusted hime
the and the wak Jgod required hafnihamoto do atisand jani

lord Iss giving us his word wtmaimal
we are abloableabheble iotoreceiverecel re iti t wead I1
be apt scholars and learnleam totc lillivily0every word that proceedsi

from BH
after annix earnest appeal to all prapim
to live faithful to the truthtruthinV luaiusorigri
to secure thetb e blessAlnsin go of the

I1 a
he prayed that golgodGoI duld contini
to inspire his servants duringsduringt
remainder of the Comerellreil

YOUNG

pelt pleased with the spiritspfritirit thitaimaanimatedted thiais conferenceinferenceCt abid if lklattelatter day gammesamme would strictlys
serve and carry out ththatheek counsel
that are given them therethere molivod
be letslefes need for so much prealpreachy
by the elderseideelde ra yveyvo ba a
know that god led bsus totd I1

ththethy
mountains we know that henhetededepup the prophet joseph smsn
in preaching to those who asseltat these conferences the eilleldi
know they are addressing those iunderstand what iodlodgodsod
they are not an ignorant peco
but knowing the jawlaw of god is a
thingthin g anathand thee doing I1 t 19

the fact is we do not live strict
according to the light that weve hr
received he desired himself eketi
nal life in the presence of god sc
if he failed to obtain itiit it would
his own fault in not strictly abw
ing the laws of god and so with tk
brethren and sisters he hadibadi
bently visited the settlements W
and behe was delighted to notice ti
growth for they were fast filfah

Utiup in numbers and he verilyeerily belaf
ed they were also growing in faifaa
he was satisfied that sooner or hiibit
we as a people must observe sonesome
the statutesWs ot0 thetthe lord tbthatat now tr6
as a dead letter in our books for OK

has decreed that his people must
united what coursepourse tha toadif
adopt to make us ononei e he did jt10

know whether by letting looserus our enemies or some other vaia
diddia not matter for he felt bonfi
that the time would come whelm
would either become unitedd torfto
by common tonconsentsent br be tountil we obeyed the revelrevelationatioatlo
had been given god has peopermits1

us to go hi theror thither
the mines to engage in rairal gaiand

other enterprises in our owowl1

irrespectiveve of each otherober I1 theremere
is no safetysafQtv for us except fintin beldibeing

united the centre StstanolaakOla jaekjack
son county will deverlene built up

until we become one the redempa

tion of zion which has to beace


