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ether on Sabbath

days we ssteinble generally for the
purpose of renewing our spiritual
strength b %artaklng of the em-
blems of the broken body and shed
blood of our ILord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, eommuning with our
own hearts and Itﬂe{!llﬂf upon
things pertaining to the k ngl%lim

an 8-

of God, and of speaking

tening to those things that have a
tendanu{'to enlighten our minds
and establish us in the faith, to in-
crease and confirm our hopes, and
to enable us to press onward with
avidity, confldence, and renewed
determination in the path which
the Lord has marked out for us to
travel in,

As Latter-day Baints we omulp
a singular position In the world.
Our views and ideas, theories and
faith, doctrines and ordinances are
in many respects different from
those which exist abroad, and
from those which many of us have
been educated in. e have be-
come Latter-day Baints in obed-
jence to strong convictions, which
have been forced upon us by the
Bpirit of the living God, and
through the teaching, testimony,
and evidence that have been
brought to bear upon our minds by
those who visited us and imparted
fo us the principles of the gospel.
In this respect we differ from a
great many of the religious sects.

When Protestantism started, it
did not come with a revelation

from God, nor did it profess any|P

direct authority from him nor any
communication with or from him.
It protested simply against cer-
tain errors which existed in what
was then called the Catholic
Church. The Reformers did not
propose to introduce any direct
communication from God, but
simply to correct certain promin-
ent abuses that they considered
had crept into the church; and
those men were considered here-
tics by the church they had left.

Since that time a spirit and feel-
ing of a similar nature_have existed
more or less among other peoples.
If we examine the ideas and acts of
Luther, Melanctbhon, apd seme
prominent reformers, we find that
a great many sects and parties have
since then taken the =ame liberty
with their creeds and formulas
which they took with their mother
church; and they have generally
used the same Kkind of argument,
namely, if it was right and proper
for the first reformers to protest
against the doings, acts, ordinances
and proceedings of the church
which had by them heen cousider-
ed heretofore as the only Christian
Church and to protest against the
aets of its priesthood and the do-
ings of the people, it was proper
also for ether reformers to arise and
correct those first reformers on
many doetrines, views and princi-
ples that they may have entertain-
ed. This Kind of spirit having
been inaugurated and adopted, like
leaven, it has worked, increased
and spread, until great numbers of
sects aud parties have appeared
through Christendom, all claiming
the same rights that the first re-
formers exercised, in correcting
. what they believed to be wrong
and unscriptural.

With us, Latter-day Saints, it is
very different. We have never
claimed any affinity or connection
with, or professed to derive any

wer or authority from, any of

he parties, no matter what name
they may bear, nor to any of the
Dissenters who bave separated
themselves from them. e have
never professed an adherence to
any of those principles that have
been promulgated by others. The
orl%n of our faith is that God has
3: en, that, in the midst of con-
ting opinions which prevailed
with regard to him, he has thought
p to settle that guestion once
and feor all by the revelation of his
will to the human family. Hence
we as Baints have based
our faith upon these revelations,
given originally to Joseph Smith,
and taught by those who have been
ordained and set apart by him, and
who have gone forth as messengers
to the nations of the earth to pro-
claim nof what somebody else said

———

in former times only, not to make
known what ether men have done
in other dispensations alone; but to
reveal to the human fl.ml],j" what
the will of God is concerning them.
This is the position we occupy as

tter-day Saints. I1f we have any
deas of a God, we have obtained
them through these revelations, if
we have a wnrahi;; which is ac-
cepted of God, it is because the
Lord has dictated as to its form
and manner; if we have a priest-
hood, it is because some of the
ancient Priesthood who existed
heretofore on the earth and now
administer in the heavens, have
come and conferred, upon man on
the earth, this authority; if we
have ordinances of any kind, it is
not because other people have re-
ceived these ordinances through
whom we have obtained them, but

| because God has revealed them to

us diree!; and if we have various
officers in the church, it is not be-
cause we have copied after any
other chureh or people, but because
God has told us what his order
what his lJaw is in relation to these
matters, and the proper mauner of
governiment to conduct and direct

the affairs of God upon the earth.
It is in short the revelation of the
will of God to man in these the last

days.

Now without any kind of circum-
locution, these are some Jeading
prominent features of our faith.
Predicated upon these the quorums
of priesthood associated with our
church have been established,
which are the First Presideney, the
Twelve Apostles, High Priests,
Seventies, Elders, Bishops, Priests,
Teachers, Deacons and Pa'riarchs,
with all the various organizations
that exist in the church and king-
dom of (Fod. All these were given
not by the wisdom or intelligence of
man, nor were they instituted ac-
cording to any pattern that else-
where exists upon the earth at the
resent time, nor based npon any
faith promulgated by any body of
divines, by any scientific or literary
associations, by any system of the-
ology or philosophy, on any plan
of any Kkind iotroduced by man’s
wisdom; but they were introduced
by the Almighty aceording to the
revelations of God te us, for our
guidance and direction in all of our
affairs in life, to prepare us to ac-

F

complish not cur own will, but the
will of our Father in Heaven; not
to carry out any ideas of our own,
but the ideas, intentions, com-
mands and directions of the Al-
mighty, that we might gather to-
gether from the nations of the
earth those who are willing to listen
to the principles of eternal truth
and form a grand nucleus in the
valleys of the mountains, which
should grow, increase, and spread
under the guidance and direction
of the Almighty, until the king
doms of this world become the
kKingdomsof our God and his Christ.
This is really the thing we have
engaged in, and we are indebted teo
him for his direction and instruec-
tion from its first inception to the
present time; and we shall be thus
indebted, from this time henceforth
and forever, for the guidance, in~
structien, teaching and protection
of the Almighty to enable us to
consummate the work which he
originated and organized.

It matters not tous what the
opinions of men may be pertaining
to these matters, God has given us
& mission to perform, and in the
name of Israel’s God, and with his
assistance, we will try to do it. The
ways of God, the plans and designs
of the Almighty, have never been
very congenial to the feelings of hu-
man nature, or to the waywardness
of the human family. Whenever
God has made known his will to
man in anyage of the world’s histo-
ry, there has always been a spirit
of antagonism which has prevailed
more or less against it. This same
opposition exists to-day, and has
done from the first organization of
this church; and I will say it will

become more intencified in propor-
tion to the growth and spread of

| one place to another, until finally

posed toit. Wo have been in the |
abit of reflecting on the position
of the nations, for instance, and
upon the calamities which must
overtake them, overlooking perha
the various powers which are te
brought against God’s people.
These have assumed at various
times different shapes; at first, or-
nizations merely operated against
oseph BSmith, then persecutions
arose in small towns and vil]ngu
against those who believed in this
modern prophet; then it followed
us into States, then we had to en-
dure exile from different counties

in Missouri, and afterwards from

He has designed to gather to-|don’t you? Then we have the Twelve
gether his people into one, and his| Aposties. Well, who cares about the
spirit into one, and his power into| Iwelve? Then, we have the First Presi-

dency? Well, who cares about them? If
s E'I;':g H?"’tipt“mﬂﬁf that God a little farther, it will be, Who the

all things, | 3o 5nres

bout rtainly
whether they are things in the hea- | joad to thﬂ.‘lt God? It will ce
vens or things on the earth; he will | course. Are un":-ahhhm%u:lfopep:ler:g; No.

gathu]: t.hﬁ;n I;.’ll ‘iito nnain uigd his i:tthf TH::]F;’ No: [ wish they were.
ple w hered one e R they
m his word will be gathered into | &re. Are the Salnts perfect? %:?:h you

one, and hence, “The Nephites| e We are all surrounded by weak-
shall have the words of the Jews, | ocescs 4o infrmities. 1 S ige 1
and the Jews shall have the words| of my brethren, but I do not proposs to
of the Nephites; and the Nephites

confess their weaknesses. Noth .
and the Jews shall have the words | standing all the blessings mferr‘:a rp?n
of the Ten Tribes, and the Ten

us thfﬂﬂfh the gospel we have received,
Tribes shall have the words of the | W& 8llo

us, have ‘‘the treasure in earth-
Nephites and the Jews.” And he

en vessels.” I suppose that God has
will go on and accomplish his pur- us these infirmities that no flesh htEE
in his own wa{vnnd no man

ry in his presence; but that we
can stay his hand, o

feel our littleness and weakness,

e may think ﬂ'ﬂ day that we need to pray just as the
we can, we may think we can do|Lo tmtiht hindiacirfsluto pray, saying,
this thing and that thing aceording | “Our Fa er who art in heaven, hallowed
to dn;:rduwn ﬁt’lpﬂeu,enud theories | P¢ ;hg‘;}? e m&mﬂ mtg_ng e
and judgment; but God will frus-
trate and entirely overthrow all | fheein the beavens. toon 1o muy ek Lo
that is not based upon the princi- | Jet them spread

we had to evacuate the State. We
then found ourselves assuming a
little more importance in Illinois,
and we learned, too, that as we in-
creased there in strength and im-
portance, so proportionately in-
creased opposition to us and te the
rineiples we advocated, until we
d to pledge ourselves to leave a

d until
large and beautiful city and an ex- [ ples of truth, and ecarry Israel|shall be filled wi‘tﬂ tlf:ﬁiwggat:: 301.3:
is, | tensive district of country,and then | through triumphant. and until the k of God shall pre-

We are starting in on some things for | vail. *Let thy kingdom come, and thy
the acccmplishment of this object. The | Will be done on the earth as it is done in
Spirit of has been operating u heaven;"” that there may be a people who
I P‘-uidmt Young to %ry to get us unigi: Eiyn listen to th{Ll::r, and E g.uvﬁrned by

poral affairs. We sorry blun- behests. * w one on
Ty o P T g e e

€8 Wwe are W Lo unders am € crea "
Btates sending out an army against | and very slow to perform; but still we :re me not into temptation, but deliver me
us. Since then they have adopted | doing a little, an a little here | from evil,”” for I need thy . “Glve
every kind of method that man’s | #nd there in these things, and our feelings | me this day my dally bread, ete., and de-
and annoy us and to interfere with | %28 88Y [pointing to a small piece of Lis f tle po"ﬂrifond ka0 Slery, forever and ever.
eivil, social and religious rights SERA] ADOES RS Speh, L Wi Sq¥ok | BN R oI A v

our y BOC gious rig there is some meaning in it, and that it is | this prayer every day? 1 do not think it
and with our interests, peace, and | binding upon us, and those who do not do | would hurt us to do so.
prosperity. much keep up a thinking; if we only cen-| Then there is another principle connect-

Is this the end? No, for if the |tinue to keep up thinking and praying as | ed with it—Forgive us our 1

Saiotures b tine e bis t ot | Well as doing we will get at it by and by, | we forgive those who trespass t us.”

P o Vo Have NOL gob | and get into & better poeition than we now | Do you constantly think of that? We get
through yet. We have mnot yet|occupy. down upon our knees and many of us
built up the kingdom, and conse-| Itisa good deal with some of usin re- | think we are pretty decent fellows; but
quenﬁyh th; ﬂtrluggle is n:d over; Eucm to .{I:Eir?efd t.huute‘ 'E;o% l:d wltg thel'ﬂui; Bl‘itef .%O-f!&ﬂ-lﬂ.thle J.D:im not do
na as hardly commenced. € man w ou and | €xac 0 no very
§Br are we alnt{a in the dealings mﬂ Devil,” for we don’t know whose | well, mﬁhﬁm talking about him a
Dfﬂ“ﬂd with thﬂ pwplﬂ in thiﬂ diﬂ' ds we are oingto fall lﬂh, and 'H"ﬂll]d, lﬂ.ﬂﬂ, for he has done me an Iﬂjﬂl'r, and I
pensation. The Jews will have to DEFLERS Siiin 5 Sty s e O e = e o e, S, O
perform quite a role in these last E:,;'}‘fﬂfﬂ.‘ ]Ltiu:hﬂfﬂﬁm : ¥ li-t- En(;‘:’ Einﬁfa“nﬁﬁﬁiﬁ‘i gﬂryﬂi 12:-'
times. They also will have to en-|little of the glrot the Lord. S g give your hmﬁ:er, and only en that condi-
dure a large amount of trials, per- | Now, if I understand my religion aright, | tion. ¢If thou bring thy gift to the altar,
secutions, and difficulties, which |if I understand lhﬂﬂcl‘i‘Ptm and the op- |and there rememberest that thy brother
have yet to come upon them. They erations of the Spirit of God, we have got, | bath ought against thee; leave there thy
: as & people, to come to this—let us know | Zift before the altar, and go thy way; first
will in due time be gathered to- the will of God and we will do i t= | be reconclled to thy brother, and then come
gether to theirown landslike we are | (o, where it strikes, what Int{;re:'tni? l::l and offer thy gift.” When this law is
thered here; and nations will go hose views % lied with, the
g; against thém and then too w%ll s i Tt et o | oer ¥ by Y u:u.m t "i
2
certain nations come against wus;
w e bnited States. In relation
. . If we want the entire people to be
to events that will yet take place :‘;nt'he ;;:nhng:m working, not & man | 0
A recei from | good saints, let us be saints our-
and the kind of trials, troubles, and | God. “If I solerstas .n;tbj::;?;m- selves. Let him that says to another,*You
we have got to be willing to submit to the | it youself? One of the apostles says that
will of God in all things. We must feel as | €ach one should prefer his nelghbor to
was once exclaimed ona certain occazion | himsell. We surely have not got that far

we came here to these valleys of
the Rocky Mountains. Since then
antagonism has presented itself in
a variety of forms, threugh United

may overturn. That Is my idea of “Mor- | our trespasses as we forgi

monism,” as I have Jearned it. Iconsider | trespass inst us. In our present con-

that God is at the helm. We bave not | dition, if the Lord were to answer our

dictated or found out any thing belonging | prayers, many of us would not be forgiv-
auﬂ‘eru:_lgs which we shall have to ing these things, it is that the word of | must not steal,” steal not himself. You
cope with,; it is to me a matter of |God is law and must be obeyed. 1f we |that teach your brother not to speak evil
very little moment; these things | wantto begood,faithful Latter-day Saints, | of his naiﬁhbor, do you refrain from doing

are in the hands of God, he dictates
the affairs of the human family,

and directs and controls our affairs;
and the great thing that we, as a
people, have to do is to seek after
and cleave unto our God, to be in
close affinity with him, and to seek
for his guidance, and his blessing
and HolySpirit to lead and guide us
in the right path. Then it matters
not what it is nor who it isthat we
have to contend with, God will give
us strength according to our day.
There is no question in the hearts
of all good Latter-day Saints about
the fature destiny of the Church
andKingdom of God upon the earth;
that with them is a settled fact.
Neither does it concern them what
this man or the other man may do,
it makes no particular difference.
God has a certain object to accom-
plish, and he will do itin his own

by the ancient Israelites, ‘‘The Lord shall
be our Judge, the Lord shall be our Kin
the Lord shall be our Ruler, and he s

rule over us.” That is the way L figure
up these things; and if this was not sol
would not give any for our religion
or our religious ideas. I do notthink that

any of us can te, manage or con-
duct any of these matters, unless God be
with us. And I will tell you another

yet, at least Idonot think we have. Some,
who think themselves pretty g:ood ple,
would like to get another man’s money or
property, but they would not like to be
operated u in the same manner, and
then they allow themselves to think they
have the favor of God in such thiags.
This is a grievous mistake, for we are re-
ulred to love our neighbors as ourselves.
use one man is more talented than an-

thing, God will net be with us unless we | Other, he should net uee that talent to

are one. Says Jesus, “That they all may

be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I | eXpect that Go
that they also may be one in us.*’ | tions, for he will not do it, he never did

in thee,
“I in them, and thou in me, that they may
be made perfect in one.” And the one-

ness will not coneist In each one of us
seeking his own interest, his ewn emolu-
ment, and to exlend his own ideas and in-
fluence; but in his seeking the interest and
welfare of another, the establishment of
Zion, that the welfare of all may be cared
for and reached, both awmong the living

take advantage of his brother,and then
will approve of his ac-

nor ever will. We should operate for
one another’s interest, having sympathetic
feelings foreach other. We are supposed
to be brethren in the church and ldg om
of God, knit together by the indissoluble
ties of the everlasting Gospel, not for time
only, but for eternity. Hence all our op-
erations should be for that end; founded
on the principles of rightecousness and

continue to go on and increase and |

friendship.

We send out miscionaries to almos
every country for the purpose of preach-
ingzt.he Gn?el and bringing their converts
to Zion, ard then we ge to work and cheat
one aaother. Is this right? No! Then
let us repent of our wreng doing, and do
right, and let the spirit of right find room
in our hearts, and let it be diffused through
our families. Let husbands love their
wives, and be full of kindness towards
them. Let wives study their husbands,
gnd with kindness seek to make a beaven
for them, that love and hElneu

in our habitations. t parenis
teach their children, both by precept and
example, the virtues of Gospel truths,
that they may grow up in the love and
fear of God, and that you may be the

and the dead, in all time and eternity.
This is the way I have been taught to re-
gard these things. God Is not setting up
& kingdom for you or for me or for any
individual person.

There are a good many pointsconnected
with these things when we Jcome to reflect
upon them which are of a good deal of Im-
mw How shall we arrive at
them? ¥ » by getting right ourselves:
in our spirits and one to 8 an-
other; in up and sustaining correct
principles and correct authority, and as a
mg:dnltyﬂin being ed by the Lord
our . How can t 1o be blessed
lof God'if I do mot conduet as &
Saint of God? Can I expect 8piri

way and in his own time. He holds
the nations as dust in the balances;
he will manipulate them and their
aflairs as he pleases, and they can-
not help themselves; he will also
manipulate the affairs of the Latter-
day Saints, having his watchcare
over them, as lie ever has had over
all his people. If we are found to
be willing and obedient, and on the |
Lord’s side for right, for truth, and
integrity, for virtue and purity and
holiness, adhering to the principles
of truth and the laws of life, then
God will be with us, and he will
sustain all those who adhere to

may

t?
No. Can I expectto have the sweet whis-
ﬂlﬂm?m h

| to lead me in thé path of

these principles; for be it remem- |life if L trample under foot his precepts? | Plessed of the Lord and your offspring
bered that these are the principles|No. What then? Thete are a great many | With yeu.
we profess to believe in, and those | other things. I will tell you of one which | 1t us then begin to treat our Biﬂhﬂﬁ

I have lately that prevalls to quite with consideration, and then they ou

who are not governed by them ke an extent among us. I find a great many

t in th
wiil moveout of the way; they will ooy ¢ same mdhoer. Saith

Jesus to Peter, on a certain occasion,

the principles of truth. We some- | drop down on the right hand and | Sei i thors vor day Baints are & g0od [ ginon” ‘con "of  Jonas, - loves

times think we have had a great|on tpha left as many E:ITE done be- E: Lnrﬂ.l-ﬁf :ﬂpﬂ:t;g!e% I;}m‘ ﬂu’f me? He saith wunto h'fm, ‘i'ut L%:E
deal to contend with. It is true, | fore, and the pure and virtuous, the | Whereas an which are d.lﬁ_ in | thou knowest that I Jove thee. He
we have hed a little, but we might | honorable and upright, will go forth weundeEbdng:nt accusa- | 58ith unto him, Feed my lambs.”
have had more. Those who have|from conquering to conquer unti]|tion against before the Lord.” Jude | DO not, every time they come near you,
made themselves uainted with |they aha.ﬂ accomplish all that God | tte 'E“'“" ’dﬁ‘t& thfu“ﬂ'mmnm & Lﬂ:ﬁﬂrﬁ h"lf:h'l“::?:ﬂ c?r:n:?fﬂ
the sayings of the holy ‘prophets|design, them to do on this earth: enlle mm"ﬂh’h‘ despise d jon, :'n'; the bread of life, with the bread of intelli-

contained in the word of God, as
made known on the continent of

and the
been given through the medium of
Joseph Smith, in relation to this
same subject, are very well aware

Asia as well as on this continent, | who will also take hold and roll [ he disputed about the body
prophecies which have| forth the kingdom in all its majes-

that the Church is comparatively
in its infancy, and so

persecutions of those who are ov-| his decrees.

and when they get through he will

and cternal truth; be
supply their places with others unto them

ﬁl-hﬂl, full of mercy, kindness and ben-
evolence, and then they will love you, they
will draw near you and sustain that

speak evil of dign
e when contending with tle devil,

of Moses,
durst not bring against him & accu-
sation, but said, The Lord mmm.“

is, those who are d th
: ) ll];lt}l the “l]]ings lp?gfﬁﬁ of F’F all Now, as good Lnti:cr-»d:; El.intl, let ug | V¥ naturally dl‘ip Oﬂ";ll]'tﬂ l‘lzhlohl;r;
haen 013‘ PNIE ﬂ“‘ t';ﬁ th led; t::d look at seme of these things calmly. | and on the left.
Ce 1A reiation th ﬁTﬂ ?}ahn Have we got bishops in ourchurch? Yes; | Again, we bave our ideas of the rule of
we cannot change the to O- | but I was to say, who the devil cares | the priesthood. Supposin may
are the | vah, which has gone forth, nor alter | about bishops? You do not say it exactly | think your does not do ﬁk you
like that, you think it sometimes, | are not always his judge about those ma



