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IN meet on sabbath
days wo assemble generally for thothe
purpose df renewing our spiritual
strength by partaking of the em-
blems of the broken body and shed
blood of our lord and saviour
jesus christ commacommutingting with our
own hearts and reflectionreflectingin uuponon
things pertaining to the ukingdomIV g om
of god and of speaking and lis-
tening to those things that have a
tendency to enlightnenlighten our minds
and establish us in the faith to in-
crease and confirm our hopes and
to enable us to press onward with
avidity conilconfidencedence and renewed
determination in the path which
the lordnord has marked out for us to
travel in

As latter day saints we mccuoccupy
a singular position in thetho worlworld
our views and ideas theories arlalland
faith doctrines and ordinances arare
in many respects different from
those which exist abroad and
from those which many of us have
been educated in we have be-
come latter day saints in obed-
ience to strong convictions which
have been forced upon us by the
spirit of the living god and
through the teaching testimony
and evidence that have been
brought totg bear upon our minds by
those who visited us and imparted
to us the principles of the gospel
in this respect we diner from a
great many of the religious sects

when started it
did not come with a revelation
from god nor did it profess any
direct authority from himim nor any
communication with or from him
it protested simply against cer-
tain errors which existed in what
was then called the catholic
church the reformers did not
propose to introduce any direct
communication from god but
simply to correct certain promin-
ent abuses that they considered
had crept into the ehuchuchurchruhh and
those men were considered here-
tics

ereore
by the church they had left

since that time a spirit and feel
ing of a similar nature have existed
more or less among other peoples
if we examine the ideas and acts of
luther Melanothon and some
prominent reformers we find that
a great many sects and parties have
since then taken the same liberty
with their creeds and formulas
which they took with their mother
church and they have generally
used the same kind of argument
namely ifftif it was right and proper
for the first reformers to protest
against the doings acts ordinances
and proceedings of the church
which had by them been coilcoiaconsider-
ed

sider
heretofore as the only christian

church and to protest against the
acts of its priesthood and the do-
ingsingsonof the people it was proper
also for other reformersreform enaera to arise and
correct those first reformers on
many doctrines views and princi-
ples that they may have entertain-
ed this kikindnd of spirit having
been inaugurated and adopted like
leaven it has worked increased
and spread until great numbers of
sects and parties have appeared
through christendom all claiming
the same rights that the first re
formers exercised in correcting
what they believed to be wrong
and unscriptural

with us latter day saints it is
very different we have never
claimed any affinity or connection
with or professed to derive any
powerpowenwen or authority from any ofot
the partiepartiesaj no matter what name
they may bear nor to ananyy of the
dissenters who havebave separatedrated
themselves from them sVaNwee have
never professed an adherence to
any of those principles that have
been promulgated by others the
origin of our faith is that god has
spoken that inja the midst of con-
flicting opinions which prevailed
with regard to him behe has thought
proproperr to settle that question once
anandnapeffor all by the revelation of his
will to the human family hence
we as latter dadayy saints have based
our falthfaith upon these revelations
given originally to joseph smith
and taught byvy those who have been
ordained and set apart by bimshim and
who have gone forth as messengers
to the nations of the earth to pro
claim notflog what somebodysomeBomebody else said

in former times only not to make
known what other men have done
in other dispensations alone but to
reveal to the human family what
tthehe wlwillI1 of god is concerning them
this igIs the positionon we occupy as
lieasideaslatteratter day Ssaints if we have any
ideasidels of a god we have obtained
them through these revelations if
we have a worship which is ac-
cepted of god it is because the
lord has dictated as to its form
and manner if we have a priest-
hood it is lecausebecause some of the
ancient priesthood who existed
heretofore on the earth and now
administer in the heavens have
come and conferred upon man on
the earth this authority if we
have ordinances of any kind it is
not because other people caverehave re-
ceived these ordinances through
whom we have obtained themythem but
because god has revealed them to
us direl and if we have various
officers in the church it is not be-
cause we have copied after any
other church or people but because
god has told us what his order is
what his law Is in relation to thethese
matters and the proper manner of
gobernigovernmentent to conduct and direct
ththe abfalaffairss of god upon the earth
it is I1in short the revelation of the
will of god to man in these the last
days

now without any kind of circum-
locution these are bomegome leading
prominent features of our faith
predicated upon these the quorums
of priesthoodstrood associated with our
church have been established
which are the first presidency the
twelve apoapostlesfales high priests
seventies elders bishops priests
teachers deacons and
with all the various organizations
that exist in the church and king-
dom of god all these were given
not by the wisdom or intelligenceelligen ce of
man nor were they instituted ac-
cording to any pattern that else-
where exists upon the earth at the
present time nor based upon any
faith promulgated by any body of
divines by any scientific or literary
associations by any system of the-
ology or philosophy on any plan
of any kind introduced byrbyiby mansnans
wisdom but theythov were introduced
by the almighty according to the
revelations of god to us for our
guidance and direction in all of our
affairs in life to prepare us to ac-
complishccomeom not our own will but the
will of our father in heaven not
to carry out any idehideal of our own
but the ideas intentions com-
mands and directions of the al-
mighty that we might gather to-
gether from the nations of the
earth those who are willing to listen
to the principles of eternal truth
anandd form a grand nucleus in the
valleys of the mountains which
should grgrowow increase and spread
under the guidance and direction
of the almighty until the i- lking1 ia

doms of this world become thet
kingdoms olourof our god and his christ
this is really the thing we have
engaged in and we are indebted to
him for his direction andad instruc-
tion from its first inception to the
present
E

resent time and meshallwe shall be thus
indebted from this time henceforth

and forever for the guidance in-
structionst teaching and protection
of the almighty to enable us to
consummate the work which hebe
originated and organized

it matters not to us what the
opinions of men may be pertaining
to these matters god has given us
a11 mission to perform and in the
name of israels god and with hlahia
assistance we will try to do it the
ways of god the plans and designs
of the almighty have never been
very congenial to the feelings of hu-
man nature or to the waywardness
of the human family whenever
god has made known his will to
man in any age of the worlds histo-
ry there has always been a spirit
of antagonism which has prevailed
more or less against it this same
opposition exists todayto day and has
done from the first organization of
this church and I1 will say it will
continue to go on and increase and
become more intensified in propor-
tion to the growth and spread of
the principles of truth awesomee some-
times think we have had a great
deal to contend with it Js trutrue
we have hudhod a little but we might
have had more those who have
made them-selvesthemselves acquaacquaintintellatelei with
the sayings of the holy prophets
contained in the word 0off god as
made known on the continent of
asia as well as on this 0continentontinent
and the prophecies which havehavo
been given through the medium of
josepnjoseph smith in relation to this
bamesamea me subject are very well aware
that the church is18 comparatively
in its infancy and eoso also are the
persecutions of those who are opon

rosedposed to it we have been in the
abithabit of reflecting on the position

of the nations for instance and
upon the calacaia which must
overtake them overlooking perhaps
the various powers which are to be
brought against godsgoda people
these have assumed at various
times different shapes at first or-
ganizations merely operated against
joseph smith then persecutions
arose in smallemail towns and villages
against those who believed in this
modern prophet then it followed
us into states then we had to en-
dure exile from different counties
iulu missouri and afterwards from
one place to another until finally
we had to evacuate the state we
then found ourselves assuming a
little more importance in illinois
and we learned too that as we in-
creased there in strength and im-
portance so proportionately in-
creased opposition to us and to the
pprinciples we advocated until we
hhadad to pledge ourselves to leave a
I1largearge and beautiful city and an ex-
tensivet district of coun then
we came here to these valleys of
the rocky mountains since then
antagonism has presented itself in
a variety of forms through united
states officers military and civil
until it culminated in the united
states sending out an army against
us since then they have adopted
every kind of method that mans
ingenuity could laventinvent to harass
and annoy us and to interfere with
our civilcivils social and religious rights
and with our interests peace and
prosperity

Is this the end no for if the
scriptures be true we have not got
through yet we have not yet
built up the kingdom and conse-
quently the struggle is not over
nay it has hardly commenced

nor are we alone in the dealings
of god with the people in this dis-
pensationpenpensationatlon the jews will bhavei ve to
berfperformorinbrin quite a role in these last
times they also will havuhave to en-
dure a large amount of trials per

and difficulties which
have yet to comecomo upon them they
will in due time be gathered to-
gether to their own lands like we are
gathered here and nations will go
up against them and then too will
certain nations come against us
but we have not yet got through
with the united states in relation
to events that will yet taktakee place
and the hindkind of trials troubleslesJes aandd
sufferings which we shall have 70to
cope withwitth it is to me a matter of
very little momentnionaent these things
are in the handsbands of god he dictates
the affairs of the human family
and directs and controls our affairaffairs9
and the great thing that wwe as a
people have to do is to teeieeseekreek aafterfter
and cleave unto our god to bbee in
close affinity with him and to seek
for his guidance and his blessing
and HolySpirit to lead and guide us
in the right path then it matters
not what it is nor who it is that we
have to contend with god will givegivelve
us strength according to our day
there is no question in the hearts
of all good latter day saints about
the future destiny of the church
Kingdomand ofgod upon the earth
that with them is a settled fact i

neither does it concern them what
thisthia man or the other man may do
it makes no particular difference
god has a certain object to accom-
plish and he will do it in his own
way and in his own time he holds

he will manipulate them and their
affairs as he pleases and they can-
not help themselves behe will also
manipulate the affairs of the latter
day saints having hishia watch careeare
over themthom as lie evereven ats had overovert
all his people if we are found to
be willing and obedient and on metho
lordslorda side for right for truth and
integrity for virtue and purity and
holiness adhering to the principles
of truth and the laws of iffelife then
god will be with us and Ehe willvill
sustain all those who adhere tto0
these principles for be it remem-
bered that these are the principles
we profess to believe in and those
who are not governed by them he
wiilwill move out of the way they will
drop down on the right hand and
on the left as manmanyy have done be-
forefore and the pure and virtuous the
honohonorablerabi and upright will go forth
from coneonconqueringIulentjenting to conquer untilthey shallab 1 accomplishaccolipsh allali1I thathatt god
designdesigns them to do on this earth
and when they get through he wllwilwiilwill
supply their places with others
who will also take hold and roll
forth the kingdom inalin all its ajes
ty until the things spoken 0off bby all
the holy prophets be fulfilled and
hence iain relation to these matters
we cannot change the flatfiat of jeho-
vah which has gone forth nor alter
his decrees

he has designed tot0 gather to-
gether hisbis people into one and hishib
spirit into one and his power into
one the scriptures say that god
will gather together all thithingsn
whether they are things in the hhea-
vens or things on the earth he will
gather them all into one and his

will be gathered into 0onene
andmd his word will be gathered inintot
one and hence the Nephites
shall have the words ofaf the jewsjewe
and the jews shall have the words
of the Nephites and the Nephites
and the jews shall have the words
of the ten tribes and the ten
tribes shall have the words of the
Nephites and the jewsjewa and behe
will go on and accomplish his pur-
poses in his own way and no man
can stay his hand we may think
we can we may think we can do
this thing and that thing according
to our own caprice and theories
and judgment but god will frus-
trate and entirely overthrow all
that is not based upon the princi-
pleslesies of truth and carry israeisraelpatthrough triumphant

we are starting in onon somesomo things for
the accomplishmenteat of this object the
spirit 0of god hhasss been operating upon
president young to tatry to get uaus united in
temporal affairs Wwo make sorry blun-
ders abouabouttitit sometimes I1 have some-
times thought we are biowblow to understand
and teryvery slow to perform but still we are
doing a little and proprogressinggressIn a little here
and there in these things amuramunand ouroun feelings
bagibeginnegin to be drawn out a as the indi-
ans say pointing to a small piece of bishis
finger about so much we bbeginbezinvttto think
there Is some meaning in it andana thatbt it 1Is
binding upon us and those who do not do
much keep up a thinking if we only con-
tinue to keep up thinking and praying an
well as doing we will get at it by and by
and get into a better popositioneltion than we nonownon
occupy

it is a good deaideal with somecome otof usTIB in re-
lation to some of these matters as with
the man who cried out good lord and
foodgood devil 11 for we dont know whose
adshands we are going to fall into and would
perhaps like to make friends with both
wowe manifest a little of our own waymy a lit-
tle of the way of the gentileGentl leslec and a very
little of the way of the lord

nowlow if I1 understand my religion aright
if I1I1 understand theScriptures and the op-
erationserations of the spirit of god we have rolcot
as a people to come to this letiet us know
the will of god and we will do 14 no mat-
ter where it strikes what interest it may
comeincome in contact with or whowhose viewviews it
may OTeroyeroverturnturn that Is my idea of II11mor-
monism

mo
as I1 have learned it I1 consider

that god is at the helm we have not
dictated or found out any thungthing belonging
to the problem we are workworking not a manmaimal
amamonggus allan we bbaeff recedamecrecefredelred comes fromorom
god ifrf I1I1 anything9 concern-
ing these things it Is that the word ofol01
god is law and must be obeyed II11 we
wantwan tobe J ahful latterur day saintsaints
we harehaye ggott to be willingluclug to submit to the
will11 off godod I1in aallail tthingsga we must feel as
was once eexclaimed1 med on a certain occasloncarlon
by the ancient israelites I1 the lord shall
be our judjudge the lord hallshall be our king
the lord shallgu be our ruler and hshei shall
rule oyeroverboterusus that isa the0 way I1 figure
up these things and if this was not so I1
would not give anything for our religion
or our religious ideas I1 do not think tha
any of us cancin regulate manage or con-
duct any of these matters unless god be
with us and I1 will tell youyon another
thing god will nebnet be with us unless we
are one says jesus that they all maymaj
be one as thouthon father art in me and I1
in thee that they also may be one in us
1I in them and thou in me that they mayma
be made perfect in one 1 and the one-
ness will not consist in each one of us
seeking his own interest his own emolu-
ment and to extend hisbis own ideas and in-
fluencefluen but in his interest and
welfare of another the establishment of0
zion that the welfare of all may be cared
for and reached both among thetha living
and the dead in all time and eternity4 t ityloy
this 1ia the way I1 have been taugtaught1t to re
nkru
garugara meseinese things god is not settingbetting up
a kingdomnadom for yonyou or for me or for any
individual person

there are stood nanymany points connected
with these things when we come to reflect
upon them which areampfof a good deal
port ttonstorsit how shallbhail wewd arrivearrite at
them firstly by getting right ourselves
1in onouroar spirits and tpelingsfeelings one towardtowards an
other in upholding and correct
principles and correct authority and as aiicommunity in being governgoverneded by the lordburgodour god how carllearilcan I1 expectt tto be blessed
of god if I1 do not coconductactuch myself as aa
Saingaint lottot god can I1 expect hishit spirit
nd Coancan I1 expect to hatehave the sweetwcthiwhis
p ring thereof to lead me in1 the path of1 I
1ilfelifeI if I1 trample under fofoot

1ot his precepts
11abnb what then there are a great manym
ototherbeiber fhlugthings I1 will tellteilyonotouyou of one whichh1

I1 hayehaveh noticed0 c lately that prevailspre alls to quite
an extent amone us I1 find a great many
among the latter day saints are a good
deal itlikeke those spoken of by peenpeer they
aream not afraid to speakpeaks etilevil of dignitiesgg ftfeitle
whereswhereas angelsel whichu h fameare grestergreaterter in
power and ought 41bringg nonott igaccabcbawertionon gistagainst thethem before the lord judejade
the apostle referring to the samesama thing
says likewise alsosibo1 these filthy dreamers
denla the gieshaeh ddespiseplsepise dominion and
speakpeak evil of dignities yet lylISIichellebel the
arearchangelhancelhanzel when contending with metledevil
he disputed about thetha body of moses
durstdurat not bring against him a railing accu-
sation but saldsaid the lord rebuke thee 11

now as good latter day saints let ugus
look at someborne of themthese calmlynayenave we got bishops in our church yes
but I1 was going to saybay who the devil cares
about buhbishops xonton do not say it exactly7like that but you think it sometime st

lont youyon then we have the twelve
apostles well who cares about the
twelve thewthen we hatehave ththe first freipresi-
dency well who camescares about them ifwe eo a little farther it will be who the
delfidetiiofiocreacares about god it will certainly
lead to that II11 we continue to pursueparade that
course arearc our bishops all perfect no
aletheare the twelve no I1 wishish they wewemewereare ihthe first y I1 hope they
are are the saints perfect I1 wish you
werewre we are all surrounded by weak-
nesses and infirmities I1 acknowledge I1am and I1 think I1 bouldcould eoso speak for somosome
of my brethren but I1 do not proposeto oe to
confess their weaknesses malth
standing all the blessings conferred upon
us through the gospel we hetehave recreceivedelved
we all of us have the treasure in cartiscartilearth-
en vessels I1 supposesn appose that god haahas gitengiven
uus these infirmities that no fleth might glo-
ryry in his presence but that we might all
feel our littleness and weakness realizing
evereyerevery daythaday thattwewe need to pray just as thelordlora taught his disciples to pray sayingoarour fallerfather who art in heavenbeaven hallowed
be thy name I1 let me reverence thelandthee and
tthyby thy kingdom come 19 0
Ggodod let these principles that dwell with
theitheehel in the bheavensbeavenseavens grow in my hearthearth and
let them spread and expand until the earth
shall be filled with the knowledge of god
and until the kingdom of god shall pre-
vail let thy kingdom come and thy
will be done on the earth as it Is done in
heatenheaven that there maymajr be a people who
will listen to thy law and be governedd by
thy behest lett tbthy will goernebe ddonene on
earth asktis donean the heavens 1 0 father
I1 am a poor helpless frail creature lead
me not into temptation but deliver me
from etilevil 21 lonlor I1 need thy help give
me this day my dallydaily bread etc and de-
liver me from etlieyu for thinethina Is the kingdom
theme power and the glory forever and ever
amen do not we all need to offer up
this prayer7 every day I1 do not think it
wouldwon hurthurtusus to do toso

then there Is another principle connect-
eded with it forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespasstrestreepass against us
do you constantly think of that we get
down upon our kneeknees and many of us
think we are pretty decent fellows but
there is brother so and EOso behe does not do
exactly billitnightright audaad I1 do not like himIAM very
well and I1 have been talking about him a
little fortor he has done me an injury and I1
would like to have full retribution but 0god wont you forgive my binssins I1 will
says the lord on condition that you for-
give your brother and only on that condi-
tion it thou bringeberestthy girtgiftt tto0 ththe altarbitar
and there me thatt tlthy bbrother
hathbath ought against thee leateleave thereere thy
kiftrift before the altar and go thy way tintfirst
be reconciled to thy brother and then come
and offer thy gift 11 when this law Is
complied with then we can baycay roefoeforgive
ourpar amstrespassesawesames as we forgive those thatat
trespass against us in our present con-
dition itif the lord were to answer ourpyPprayersy T many ol01 us would not be forgiv-
en if11 weire want the entimeentire peoplepl to bo
goodleletefieftfatslats let us be good saints our-
selvesg let him that says to another yomyouyouyon
must not steal steal not himself you
that ttohteachah yyour brother not to speak eviletil
of hilhishis neighbor do you refrain frofrom digdicdoing
it yoyouselfif aaone 0of the apostles saysays that
eaeachch oneme should preferrerf his neighbor to
himichimself we surely have not got that far
yet at least I1idonatdo not think dehayewe hayehave some
who think themselves pretty good people
would like to gegett anotherr mans money or
property but they would not like to be
operated upon in the same manner andnionthen they aallow0W themselves to think they
have the favor of god in1 such things
this Is a grievous mistake for we amare re-
quired tto iovelove our neighbors as ourselves
because one inman I1is mommore talented ththan an-
other0 er he should not neeute that talent to
take advantage of his brotherand then
expect that god will approve of hisbis ac-
tion

ac-
tions for he will not do it he netennever did
nor ever will we should operate for
one othersan interest having sympathetic
feelings firforforbachanh other we are supposed
to be brethrenbre hren inuthethe churchchu rih andd kingdomkin d0
of god knit together by thealthe indissolublebl
ties of the everlasting gospel not for time
only but for eternity nencehence all our op-
erationseratcratlonsions should be for that endind founded
on the principles of righteousnessausness and
friendship

we cd out to almos
cichy suesoe luuLUC purpose ui
ing the gospel and bbringing their convertsconT erts
to16 zion and then we gog to work and cheat
one3 anotherthe 1Is this right novol thentrien
letietletusus repent of our wrong doing and do
ightright and let the spirit of right nindfind roommom
in ourur hearts and let it be diffused through
our families let husbands love their
vimvizI1 endandd be fall of kindness towards
them let wireswives studyandy their husbands
and with kindness seek to make a heaven
tosorfor them that love and bhappinesspl rnamay
reign in our habitations betet parentsparentteach their children both by ppreceptp and
example the virtuess of gospelgap truthetruths
that they may grow up in the lovelwe and
fear of god andad that you inaymay beb the
biessblessblessedcd of thothe lord andad youyour
wwithith senyen

let us then begin to treat our bishopsbisho
with considconsiderationti and then they auntought
to treat a 1la the same mannerahner gaithsaithjesusjeans to reterpeter on a certaincram occasionoe to
simonaimon eon of jonas lovest thoume he balthmith unto him yea lordthou that I1 lote thee liehosaithbaithr unto him feed my lambs

do not every time they come near you
throw rocks at themithem but feed the flock
over which you have thee watch carecarevcared withwitti
the bread otof life with the bread of intelli-
gence and eternal truth bobe unto them
fathers tallfoil of mercy kiadkladkindness3 and beneocTolencelence and then they will iovelove you they
wwillili draw near you and sustainustain you that
I1is those who are good will and the othothers
willwu naturally drop 0 the rightht handband
and on the left

again we hatehave our ideas of theme rule of
the priesthood supposing you may
think your bishop ddsducas notnobt do right ymyou
arearc not always hishib judgejadye about those ma


