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upon me, and at the very moment when
1 was ready to sink into despair and
abandon myself to destruction, not to
an imaginary ruin, buat to the power of

some actoal being from the unseen
world, who bad such a marvelous
gu.wer as I had never before felt in any

eing. Justat this moment of great
alarm, I saw a pillar of light exactly
over my head, above the brightness of
the sun, which descended gradually
until it fell upon me.
peared than I found myself delivered
from the enemy which held me bound.
When the light rested upon me I saw
two personages, whose brightness and
glory defy. all description, standing
above me in the air, One of them spake
unto me calling me by name, and said

(pointing to the other) THIS IS MY
BrLovED SON, HEAR HIM.

“My object in going to enquire of the
Lord; was to know which of all the
sects was right, that I might know
which to join. No sooner, therefore,
did I get possession of myself, so as to
be able to speak, than [ asked the per-
sonages who stood above me in the
light, which of all the sects was right

/ (for at this time it had never entered
into my heart that all were wrong),and
which T should join. 1 was answered
that I must join none of them, for they
were all wrong, and the personage who
addressed me said that all their creeds
were an abomination in His sight;that
those professors were all currth, they
draw near to me with their \lips, but
their hearts are far from me ; they teach
for doctrine the commandments of
men, having a form of godliness, but
they deny the power thereof.

‘“‘He again forbade me to join with any
of them; and many other things did he
say unto me which I cannot write at
this time. When I came to myself
again, I found myself laying on my
hack, looking up into heaven.’

llere is the testimony of one who
actually saw the Father and the Son.
They were as described by all who have
seen them—literal personages, person-
ages with tabernacles, the Son being
the express image of the Father. John
the Revelator also saw one that was
like unto the Son of Man. He de-
scribes his person. You remember
that he fell down and worshipped an
angel npon one occasion thinking it
was the Lord, and the angel forbade
him doing so, told him that he must
not worship imn. that he was one of
his fellow-servants, the prophets.
John, however, had a correct concep-
tion of the great truth that the Son
was in the exact image of his Father.

Now, not only have we this testi-
mony, but we have the testimony of
others concerning this matter. Doubt-
less you will remember, my brethren
and sisters, what 1s said respecting
this in the vision that has come to us.
It was a visron that was seen by Joseph

Smith and Sidney Rigdon. To them
was revealed the eventual fate of the
various inhabitants of the earth, the
various glories and Kkingdoms which
our Father and God has ii® reserve for
His children. Now, say they:

‘“‘And while we meditated upon these
things, the Lord touched the eves of
our understandings and they were
nﬁened, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about;

‘“‘And we beheld the glory of the Son,
on the right hand of the Father, and
receivéd of his fullness;

‘*And saw the holy angels and they
who are sanctitied, before the throne,
worshipping God and the Lamb, who
worship Him for ever and ever.,

“And now, after the many testimo-
nies which have been given of Him,
this is the testimony, last of all, which
we give of Him, that He lives;

““For we saw;Him, even on the right
hand of God, anc. we heard the voice
bearing record that He is the Only Be-
gotten ofthe Father—

‘““That by Him, and through Him,and
aof Him the worlds were and are cre-
ated, and the inhabitants thereof are
Euggt%en sons and daughters wnto
'1'3 .'I = 5

These two men of our day (ffty-two
{ears ago last February) beheld the
Son of God—Jesus, the Only Begotten
—and they saw Him at the right hand
of the Father, occupying ithe position
that has always been assigned to Him,
and in the express image of His Fa-
ther’s person, as He is described by all
who bhave seen Him. After this, Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery both saw
the Savior and both testified as to His
person. This was on*April 3rd, 1836
after the completion of the Hirtla.mi
Temple.

**The vail was taken from our
minds,” say they, “‘and the eyes of our
understanding were opened.

“*We saw the Lord standing upon
the hreastwork of the pulpit before us,
and under His feet was a paved work
of pure gold in color like amber.

“‘His eye~ were as a flame of fire, the
hair of His head was white like the
pure snow, His countenance shone
above the i'n'ightnesa of the sun, and
His voice wuas as the sound of the rush-
ing of great waters, even the voice ot
Jehovah, saving—

“‘I am the first and the last, Iam He
who liveth, I am IHe who was slain, I
am your advocate with the Father.”

Oliver Cowdery, as well as Joseph
Smith, saw this vision, they beheld
this glorious personage, even the Son
of God, when He gccepted the Kirt-
land Temple after its dedication. These
witnesses are also EupE]emented by
hundreds of others who_ have beheld in
vizion anda otherwise glorious person-
ages In these last days. There are
men alive who have beheld the Son of

who have been ministered unto by
i 1 this our day and generation.
In the face of these testimonies, which
cannot be impeached successfully, is it
any wonder that fajth grows in the

It no sooner ap-

hearts of the E_‘euple of God, the Latter-
day Saints? That notwithstanding the
growth of scepticism outside of this
Church, faith continues to manifest
itself and find lodgment in the hearts
of the Latter-day dSaints? But just as
faith grows among the Latter-
day Saints, as a natural cohse-
quence faith will decrease in the hearts
of those who reject the testimony con-
cerning the truth. This was the crime,
the great sin, at least, of the Jewish
nation. Ligl’:\t came into the world,
but men chose darkness rather ‘than
light, therefore the light that was in
them became darkness, The Jewish
nation became abandoned to hardness
of heart and unbelief. They were left
to be a prey to that spirit of unbelief
which they encouraged, until they re-
jected God, untii they rejected the Son
of God, with all His divinity, with His
great miracles, with His mighty power,
with His pure and spotless life—they
rejected Him, they slew Him, and the
light that was in them became dark-
ness. He bestowed remarkable power

they increased in faith; but those unto
whom they preachad, those who heard
their testhinony and rejected it became
a prey to that other influence, the pow=-
er of darkness, the power of Satan,
and they shed the blood of innocence,
and I am sorry to say that this is the
case at the present time with our own
nation. The blood of righteous men
has been cruelly, inhumanly shed upon
this free soil. 'T'his man who beheld
these visions; this man, the first for
hundreds of years who described, who
could describe the Korsu of God,
who could say that he beheld Him,who
arose as a mighty witness in the midst
of this eneration to say of
a truth at God lived, that
Jesus lived:; this man was cruelly,
treacheruuﬂy and inhumanly murder-
ed; and murdered, too, under the
pledged hovor of one of the sovereign
States of this our nation; the Governor
of the State himself pleﬂg!ng his own
honor and the honor of the State that
he (Joseph Smith) should Iie protected,
but he was cruelly slain like the pro-
hets who had gone before, who had
rne a similar testimony. He sealed
his testimony with his blood, declarin
to the very last that that which he ha
testifled of was the truth, willing to die
if it were necessary, to seal his testi-
mony and render 1t so unimpeachable
that it never could be questioned from
that time forward. ‘This man was thus
slain, and who is there that has been
punished for it? No more than the
murderers of thé Prophets were pun-
ished in ancient "ays, no more than the
murderers of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ were punished, no more
has it been the case in this instance,
No, his blood still stains the soil, still
cries, with the blood of all the martyrs,
unto God in heaven for vengeance on
his guilty murderers. And the testi-
mony that he bore has been borne by
others, and in like manner others have
shared that fate. Owur revered Presi-
dent, who sits to-night in this Plnue,
his blood too stains the same soil. He
himself narrowly escaped the same fate.
In the providence of God he was spared
for a wise purpose, and has lived
among us till this day—a living martyr,
a living witness of the cruelty of man
lt.frwa: 8 those who testify that God

ves., ,

My brethren and sisters, the faith
that we have received has cost the
best blood of this century. The faith
that we have received cost the blood of
the Son of God when He taught it to
men upon the earth, The faith that we
have received cost the blood of Isaiah,
of Jeremiah, and of others of the pro-
phets who were slain for the truths
that they declared. It has always been
a costly sacrifice, this teaching of the
truth unto the human family. The ad-
versary has been determined that a
knowledge of God shall not spread
among the people if he can prevent it,
e killed Jesus, he killed every one of
is apostles that he could, until

no man who could stand up and sav to
the people *‘Thus saith the Lord,’” or
who could stand up in the authority of
the Priesthood of the Son of God and
say, ‘I am God’s servant, and this is
Gmi’u will, God having revealed it to
me.”” They stopped the mouths of all
such. They closed them in death. No
one was left that tRey could reach.
Then, when the heavens became as
brass over the heads of the children of
men, & church arose having a form of
gndl’lneaﬂ, but denying the power
thereof, until to-day throughout
Christendom men who profess to be
ministers of Jesus Christ do not know
anything about Him, have no
communication with Him. A
king with embassadors here, and these
embassadors receive no communica-
tions from the court which authorizes
them. What nonsense! Whoever heard
of such a thing? Is there anything in
this book (the Bible) which hints at
such a thing? Who ever heard of a
servant of God having no knowledge
of Him, no revelation from Him?
There is no such thing in this book. It
is reserved for men in the nineteenth
century, and preceding centuries, to
arise and make such claims as these,
and who can believe them?

Now, God has restored the everlast-
ing Gospel to the earth. He has toid
the children of men that if they will
come unto Him and obey His com-
mandments they shall receive u testi-
mony of the truth of this work. as 1n
times of old,through the gift and power

(of the Holy Ghost. They do not need
God, who have heard His voice, and |

to depend on Joseph Smith if he were
here, or Oliver Cowdery, or Sidney
Rigdon. Others have been administered
to, Others have received the Holy

Ghost. This is the privilege of. every
human being who will keep the com-

upon those who received His word and | eff, and he will inter

throughout the wide earth there was 4

mandments of the Almighty. It is not
the privilege of all to see the Father at
resent, or to see the Son. Our faith
s not strong enough, but it is growing.
But it is the privilege of every human
being to receive the ﬁm of the Holy
Ghost, if he or she will obey the com-
mandments of God. This a privi-
lege that is universal. It is like the air
that we breathe. 1t is like the light
that illumines our eyes. So with the
gift of the Holy Ghost. It is given
to every soul that will bow
in submission to the will
of God, keep his commandments
and have the ordinances administered
by one whom God reco & as His
servant, It is this, my brethern and
sisters, that is the glorious feature of
the work in which we are engaged. It
is this that should stimulate us and {till
us with faith. Let men do as they
lease concern this work of our
od, God has ¢ promises concern-
ing it. His word caannot fail. He hears
and answers the prayers of His ohild-
ren. He is near at hand and not far
se by His won-
derful providence, invisible to those
who do not see his hnnd and do not have
His spirit, but visible to those who are
enlightened by His spirit so that they
can see and acknowledge the manifes-
tations of God 1n their behalf. And
thus are we led and thus we shall be
led until, emerging from this darkness
emerging from this unbelief, we sha
be ushered into the fulness of the glory
of our God and dwell with him eter-
nally, if we are faithful to the coven-
ants which we have made, which I ask
Tay be the case in the name of Jesus,
Amnen
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[From the Boston Index.]

GENTILE TESTIMONY TO MOR
MON WORTH.

BY REV. JOHN C, KIMBALL,
HARTFORD, CONN.

Itis a great satisfaction to find the
Index, at this test point of the Mormon
quest{on, acting in complete harmony
with its professions as the organ of
free thought, by giving to each side of
it a fair and equal hearing, A few years
ago, it was almost impossible to get a
word into an Eastern journal aiming to
solve it on any brgad and generous
principles, even our well-known Unita-
rian paper, precminent for its general
fairness, refusing, after printing col-
umns against the Murmnna. to give on
the other side the testimony of the
United States Census and of such men
as Bishop Tuttle, Chief Justice White,
and the Hon. Hugh McCullough, sim-
ply correcting its own mistakes. 1Itis
not by any means the greatest question
before the public, but it is one which
touches some points of religious free-

~dom and of its relation to moral judg-

ments more deeply than any other.
And itis one which, not only onits own
account, but in the interest of all re-
Iiginn, needs full and frank discnssion.
The first step in this, as in all such
questions, is to do justice to the Mor-
mons rhemselves, recognize all that is
worthy and good among them, and
then, from the vantage-ground of this
ﬁstice, assail what is wrong and bad.
r. Potter speaks of the difficulty of
gettlu{rnt the exact facts with regard
to their condition, such contradictor
stories are told about them, an
ascribes the good said of them to the
circumstance that visitors in Utah for
a short time see only the surface of
things, and are so dazed with its mater-
jal prosperity as to make their testi-
mony of but little worth. This may be
true in some cases: but, on the other
hand, it is 1o be remembered that the
bad which is told of them is quite as
likely to rise from the prejudice, nar-
rowness, and conflicting interests of
those who are at their very doors.
Nearness of residence, where these
ualities exist, is very far from increas-
ing the value of a person’s testimony.
Who has Implicit confidence in a Cal-
ifornian’s denunciation of the Chinese,
or in a Western squatter’'s diatribe
against the Indians, or in a Protestant
theologian’s strictures on Roman Ca-
tholicism? So with the ecriticisms of
Utah Gentiles on their Mormon neigh-
hors. The religions prejudice against
them is immense,—a prejudice which
is aggravated still more by the gight of
the material prosperity, and also, it
must be confessed, by their aristocratic
bearing and their social exclusiveness.
And it is wonderful how this preju-
dice blinds the eyes of otherwise sensi-
ble people to some of the most common

Salt Lake City to the Christian Register
betraying an ignorance of their family
customs that almostevery casual visitor
is sure to see, another testifying to a
prevalence of ignorance and drunken-
ness among their young that the slight-
est examination of local records would
at once have disproved, and another
being aparently unacqwainted with the
fact of a trial which must have taken
place under her very ears,

Then, where this prejudice does not
exist amnn% the obgervers themselves,
the fear of it in others is often a cause
of the difficulty there is in getting at
the exact facts. Shortly after my own
visit to Salt Lake Cit{, [ fell in with a
Baptist minister who had spent several
months there for the benefit of his

health. We naturally compared notes
“about our experiences; and he told me
‘of the dislike and 1nisconception,
gathered up at home, with which he
had gone Lo the place, aqd how little by
little they had been meited away, and
his dislike turned to admiration. [ ask-
ed him whg for the sake of justice, he
did not publish in some Eastern news-

paper the result of his ohservations,

things about them, one writer from |

““Oh,” he exclaimed, *‘it would not do.
I should only ruin my own reputation,
and nobody would believe me. Ishould
either be accused of having become a
convert to Folfgamy or else of being a
credulous fool whose eyes a httle Mor-
mon flatiery had blinded to its enormi-
ties.”” The editor of a popular mag-
azine, returning to its writer an article
on Utah that from the literary stand-
Ri}int, gave a nial description of

ormon social life, said, *‘I have no
doubt that what you say is all true, but
it would ruin us to publish it.”” And
two ladies awhile ago, travelling all the
way from Salt Lake City to attend a
Woman’s Suffrage Convention, were
not allowed to present the result of the
suffrage experiment in Utah, because
their recognition, as they were told,
would compromise its friends too mnch
here at the East.

But, in spite of all these difficulties
there are Gentiles who have had the
largeness of vision to look at Mormon-

ism as they would at any other religion,

and the courage to present what they
have seen fairly to the public. Some of
them are men who have lived in Utah
for years in daily contact with its peo-
ple, so as to know for certainty where-
of they speak; while others, though
visitors, were travellers, and pllbﬂc
men of that world-wide experience
which preludes all thought of their
havinz been dazzled or fooled by any
flattery or outside glitter. And, as help-
ing to throw reliable light on this ques-
tion of what the Mormons really arve
and to sustain what Mr. Curtis and
others of us less known have said from
our own observations, let me quote
briefly the testimony of these indis-
putable authorities.

Rev. D. 8. Tuttle, bishop of the
Episcopal church in the Utah Diocese,
and a resideat for twenty-five or thirty
years in Salt Lake City, a man whose
opportunity and capacity for fair judg-
ment no one can question, says of them
in a lecture delivered in NewgYork and

ublished in the Sun of November,1877:

know that #ie people of the East have
judged tnem unjustly, We are aceus-
tomed to look on them as either a licen-
tious, arrogant, or rebellious mob, bent
only on defying the United States gov-
ernment and as deriding the faith of
Christians. This isnot so. I know them
to be, honest, faithful, prayerful work-
ers,’
Hon. Hugh McCullough, ex-Secretary
of the United States Treasury, writes
in the New Yoak Tribune, of March 29,
1877: “‘The people of the United States
are under oblizations to the Mormons.
One can hardly repress a feeliug of ad-
miration for their courage Hatlence,
and power of indurance, T ey have
opened and improved a region which,
but for them, wounld have been neglect-
ed. They have brought to the country
many thousnads of industrious, peace-
able, and skillful people and added
largely to its wealth. Good judges
and honest officials should be sent
them; and, in other respects, the feder-
al government should let them severely
alone. Their history will afford abun-
dant materials for philosophical specu-
lation, but there is no danger of their
being a political or social disturb-
ance.”’ _

Bayard Taylor says: “We must ad-
mit that Salt Lake Citv is one of the most
quiet orderly and moral places in the
world. The Mormons, as a people,
are the most temperate of Ameéricans.
They are chaste, laborious, and gener-
ally cheerful.”

Dr. Miller, editor of the Omaha Hear-
ald, says: ‘*To the lasting honor of the
Mormon people and system, for twenty-
five years such machines of moral in-
famy as whiskey-shops, harlotries
farobanks. and all the attendants of
vice and iniquity, were totally unknown
in Utah. But, now, these hydra-head-
ed monsters are gaining foothold in
Salt Lake City; and the damning fact
is that it is only by the surreptitious
evasion and overthrow of Mormon
authority that these and kindred curses
now invade it.”’

Mrs. Emily Pitt Stevens, editor of the
Pioneer, a woman’s journal, says, ‘‘In
Salt Lake City there i8 less rowdyism,
drunkenness, gambling. idleness, theft,
conspiracy against the peace of society,
and crime generally than in any other
city of the same population in the
country, if not on the globe.”

Elder Miles Grant, the well-known
Adventist preacher, says, ‘“There is less
licentiousness in Suft Lake City thzyl'in
any other of the same size in the Unit-
ed States; and, were we to bring up a
family of children in these last days of
wickedness, we should have less fear
of their moral corruptien in that city
than in any other.”

Gen. Thomas L. Kane, of Pennsyl-
vania, Governor, after four years ex-
perience amoig them, says: ‘I have
not heard a single charge made against
them as a cummuni:ltfy—ﬂa ainst their
habitual purity of life, their willing
integrity, their toleration of religivus
differences, their regard for the laws,
their devotion to the constitutional
rsovernmett under which we live—that
[ do not from my own observation or
trom the testimony of others know fo
be false.”

R. N. Baskin, Esq., United States
Prosecuting Attorney in Utah, and a
strong anti-Mormon, testified before
the Committee on Territories of the
United Stutes Hwase of Representa-
tives: **1 hav.0:a for five years past
a resident of T'tih., I must do the
Mormons thc justice to say that the
question of religion does not enter 1n-
to their courts in ordinary cases. I
have never detected any bias on the

art of jurors there in this respect, as
,l)at first exnwected, I have a;lrpeare{_l in
cases whesxe Mormons and Gentiles
were opposdy parties, and saw, much

to my su se, the jury do what was
rightf“wg,p;wu;n statement of a United

‘ —_—
¥

States officer, which may well offset
the assertion of a recent writer in a re-
ligious newsf)ts]?er that ‘‘nine-tenths of
the people of the Territory and pledged
to defeat the ends of justice,”” yet one
which as a reply that newspaper refus-
ed to print,

A special committee of the Nevada
State Senate, appointed to report on
the question of annexing Utah to Ne-
vada, say: “Utah is without a terri-
torial or county debt. The traflic in
spirituous liguors is under complete
control. Gambling and houses of ill-
fame are not tolerated. Iis school sys-
tem is unsurpgssed in its adaption to the
wants of the masses,”’—an official doc-
ument which surely is of more weight
than the assertion of Prof. Marden in
the Christian Union ‘‘that non-Mormon
teachers are excluded from their sys-
tem of schools, and that Mormon doc-
trines are assiduously taught.”

Chief Justice White, of the United
States Beuch, in charging the grand
ﬁl‘?, February, 1876, in the famous

ountain Meadow Massacre trial says:
‘‘No matter how much 1 differ from
them [the Mormons] in belief, nor how
widely they differ from the American
Peﬂrple i matters of religion, yet test-
ng them and it by a standard which
the world recognizes as just, they de-
serve higher consideration than has
ever been accorded to them. Industry,
frugality, temperance, honesty, and, 1n
every respect but one,—the legislation
against polygamy,—cbedience to law
are with them the common practices of
life. This land they have redeemed
{rom sterility and made the habitation
of a numerous Reuple. where a beggar
is never seen and where almshouses are
neither needed nor known.

With regard to the complicity of the
Mormons in the Mountain Meadow
Massacre,—a crime with which they
are continually charged at the East,—
the United States district attorney who
had charge of the case said, in his plea
at the trial: **I have been engaged con-
stantly during the last three months in
sifting facts and everything related to
or connected with the massacre; and I
have given the jury wunanswerable docu-
mentary evidence, proving that the an-
thorities of the Mormon Church Kknew
nothing of the butchery till after it was
committed. I have had all the assist-
ance—from the Mormons—any official
could ask on earth in any case.” (See
report of the trial.) ow could any
testimony be more implicit or authori-
tative? And yet I could not get these
words inserted in a professedly liberal
religious paperat the East asan answer
to a charge already made in its columns
that the Mormons were gullty of the
outrage, the exclusion being-as a per-
emtory and complete as any facts bear-
ing on the anti-slavery side in a case
before United States court, would
have been from the most one-sided
pro-slavery journal at the South befdre
the war.

Capt. Burton, in his City of the
Saints, published by the Harpers in
1862, a very minute and impartial work,
says, among a multitude of other
things: ‘“*“Mormonism is emphatically
the faith of the poor.”’ *‘I cannot help
thinking that morally and spiritually
as well as physically its proleges gain
by their transfer from Europe to Utah.”
“{u point of mere morality, the Mor-
mon comunity is Ferhupﬁ purer than
any other of equal numbers.” *“The
penalties against chastity, mnrullty;
and decency are exceptionally severe.’
*I was much pleased with their religi-
ous tolerance. The Mormons are cer-
tainly the least funatical of our faiths,
owning, like the Hindus, that every
man shonld walk his own way, while
claiming for themselves superiority in
belief and practice.”

Among the more recent testimonies
in the same direction is that of James
W. Barclay, M. P., an English visitor
of fair and temperate judgment, who
says in his article, **A New View of
Mormonism,”’ pubfished in the Janu-
ary number of the National Quarterly
Review: ‘“The Mormon cominunity is
an enlarged family bound together by
privileges and duties, one principle
duty being to care for the helpless and
needy. At the same time, every indi-
vidual has full freedom of action.
There is no conpulsion on any Mormon
beyond the public opinion of his fel-
lows, and none is possible. All are
equal. There is no special or privileg-
ed class or caste. The people in the
fullest rense govern themselves,”—
statements esl]mciallf to be commended
to the attention of those who, in de-
fault of anything else, charge Mormon-
ism with being a  vast and rigid
hierarchy, under which no one is free.
“T apprehend that the animosity to
Mormonism is principally due to the
efforts of the hosts of hungry office-
seekers who would find lucrative posts
in Utah, were the Mormons disfran-
chised: and to the missionaries from
the Eastern States, who come to turn
the Marmons from the error of their
ways, and whose income depends on
the strength of the feeiing they can
exc.te. If the Mormons could be dis-
franchised in a bﬂdf’ five hundred
lucrative posts in Utah would be open
to Gentile oflice-seekers,”—and does
Free Relizion want to play into such
hands? *“‘It is a mistake to suppose
there are no eduonecated Mormon
women. Some of them have written
with uhilit{ in defence of polyvgamy.
The young ladies appeared as free and
independent as in other parts of the
United States,”” *“The men of posgition
corréspond favorably with the same
class in the Eastern States. I was
much impressed by their ability,
conrtesy, and general intelligence.
They have a quiet, self-reliant, gentle-
manly bearing.’”’ *‘In mﬂruiity the
Mormons ¢greatly excel the Gentiles in

their midst. The figures conclusively
prove that the Mormons are a sober,



