s o e

ool ok [
i e ST

.

e

DESERET NEW:

BY W. RICITARDS.

i R e —

From the Frontier Guardian.
JACKSON DAVIS ON DEATH.

We think our readers who do not consid-
er Mr. Davis, or Mr. Anybody now living a
trusty revealer of the seerets of the ultra-
mundane world, will yet read with intereat
the parting of svul and body, as he saw it by
spiritnal percepiton a short ume since.  His
new work, (The Great Haroionia) is very
superior in style to “Nature's Divine Reve-
lations,”" atd thus extract comes to us hardly
inferior as a poe to “Queen Mzab." How-
ever, let every une judge:
*Deatheis bt a dror which opens toa
new and perfect existence. It 1s a triumph-
al arch th:ough which man’s immortal spinit
passes it the moment of leaving the outer
world to depart for a higher, a subl.mer, and
,a more magaficent couatry. And there s
reaily notling more repulsive or paniul in
the nitural process of dymg, (that which is
not_tndasad by dise:se or acewdent,) than

<

there is g passing into a quet deeamless
slumber, Fhe truthiuiness ol this proposi-
tion is remnckably illustrated and confirmed
by the fi ing vbservations and investiga-

Lions inta the physiologicil and psylogieal
phensiens of death wiuch my spirit was
qualified to make upon the person of a dis-
eased individuzl at the moaient of phys.olog:-
cal d'ssolution.

The pationt was a female of sixty years of
age.  Nearly eight months previons to her
ceath, she visited we for the purpose of re-
ceiving a medical examination of her system.
Although thers were 20 sensations experi-
enced by her, excepting anere weakness or
feebleness beated in te du denuas, and a
faliing ot"the palate, yet [ distinetly perceived
she would die of a caneerous disease of the
stomach. Thisexvaination was wade about
eight wionths p.evicus to herdeath. Having
ascostviawed the certainty of her speedy remo-
val from our earth; without peieeiving the
precise period of her departur:, (for | cannot
spiritually measure time or spaee,) | internal-
iy resolved to be present and watch the pro-
gress ve developuwent of that interesting but
much dreaded phenomenon.  Moved by this
resolation, I at.a late period, engaged board

at her honse, and officiated as her physician.

When the hour of deatlearrived, | was for-
tunately in a proper state of body and mind
to indace the Raperior Condition: but previ-
ons Ly tiirowing my sprit inty that eondition,
I soueht the most ¢ nyvenient and favorable
positinn, that I might be allowed to make the
ovbservations entirely unnoticed and nndis-
turbed  (For explanstion of what is nieant
by the superior condition, and of the natare
and charaeter of iy pereeptions, [ refer the
reader to the departinent of this work which
13 devoted to the philosophy of physiology.)
Thus sitnited and econditioned, I proceeded
to observe and investigate the wmysterious
process of dying, and to learn what itisfor an
individual huwwan  spirit to undergo the
change, ennsequent upen physical death or
external dissolution. They were these:

I saw that physical erganization could no
lonzer subserve the diversified purposés ar
requireqients of the spiritaal principle.  But
the various inTERNAL organs of the body
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appeared to resisT the withdrawal of the an-
imating soul. The muscular sysiem strug-
gled to retain the element of moticn; the vas-
cular system struggled to retain the element
of life; the nervous system put forth all its
powers to retain the element of sensaticn;
and the cerebral labored to retain the element
of intelligence.  ‘T'he body and the sonl, like
two {riends, strongly resisted the various eir-
cumstances which rendered their eternal se-
paration imperative and absclate.  These in-
ternal eonfl.cts gave rise to manifestations of
what seemcd to be the ioaaterial senses, the
most thrilling and panful sensations; but [
was unspeakably thankiul and delighted
when I perecived and realized the fact that

these physical nanifestations were net of

pain or unhappiness, bat sinply that the
spirit was eteruelly dissclving its copartner-
siip with the material organisin,

Now the head of the Ledy became sudden,-
ly envelaped in a fine—solt—mellow—Inini-
nous aimesphere; and, as instantly, I saw

the cerebellum expand their micst interior

pertions; I saw them discontinue their ap-
propriate galvanic functions; and then | saw
thewa highly charged with a vital electricity
and vitil magnetism whieh perineate subor-
dinate systemn and structures. That is to
say, the brain as a while, suddenly deelared
itself to be tenfold mere positive over the
lesser portions of the body than it was during
the period of health.  This phenomenon in-
variably precedes spiritual dissolution

Now, the precess of dying, or of the spir-
it's departure frem the bedy, was fully com-
meneed.  The brain began toattack the ele-
ments of electricity, of magnetism, of mo-
tion, of life, and of sensation, intn ils various
and numercus departmients. The head be-
came intensely brilliant; and [ particularly
remarked that, just in the same propartion
as the extremitics of the erganism grew dark
and cold, the brain appeared light and glow-
ing

Now I saw (in the mellow, spiritual stmos-
phere which emanated from and encircled
her head,) the indistinet entlines of the for-
mation of ansther Liead. The reader shonld
remember that these supersenuous processes
are not visible to any one exeept the spiritnal
perceptions be unfolded; for mmaterial eyes
can only beli Id material things, and spiritual
can only behold spiritual things; this is the
law of nature. This new head unfolded
more and mere distinetly; and so indeseriba-
bly eampact and intensely brilliant did it be-
come, that [ could neither see throngh nor
g1ze upon it as steadily as [ desired. While
this spiritunl head was being eliminated and
organized {rom oul of, and above, the materi-
al bead, T saw that the surrounding armoral
atmosphere which had emanated fromn the
miaterial head was in great commotion; but
as the now head becaune more distinet and
perfect, this atmosphere gradually disappeac-
ed. This tanght me that those armoral ele-
ments, which were, in the beginning ~f the
metamorphosis, attracted from the system
into the braip, and thenee eliminated in the
form of an atmosphere, were indissolubly
united in aceordance with the divine prinei-
ple of afiinity in the universe, which per-
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vades and destinates every particle of mat-
ter, and developed the spiritual head which I
beheld.

With inexpressitle wender, and with a
heavenly =nd unutterable reverence, 1 gazed
upon the hely and harmonicus processes that
were going on before me,  In tnat identical
manner in which the spiritual head was e-
liminated and unchangeably crgavized,
[ saw, unfolding in their natural, progressive
order, the harmonions developnent of the
neck, the shoulders, the breast, and the en-
tire spiritual organization. [t appeared from
this, even to the unequiveeal demenstration,
the innumerable particles of what might be
termed unparticled matter which constitutes
the man’s spiritual prineiple are e nstito-
tionally endowed with certain elective affini-
lies, analsgeus to an immnortal friendship.
The innate tendencies, which the elements
and essence of her scal manifested by unj-
ting and organizing thewselves were the ef-
ficient and imminent ervses which unfclded
and perfected her spiritual crganization.—
The defects and defirmities of her physieal
bedy, were in the spiriteal bedy which 1
saw thus developed almcst completely re-
moved. In other words, it ssenied that these
hereditary cbstiueticns and influences were
now removed which originally arrested the
fril and preper development of her physical
ceonstitutien; and theretere, that her spiritu.
al censtitution, heing elevated above these
cbstruetions, was ennbled to unfold ind per-
feet itself in aceordance with the universal
tendencies of a'l created things.

While the spiritual forpaticn was gring
on, which was perfectly visible to my sprit.
ual perceptions, the material bedy manifested
lo the outer vision or observing individuals
in the room many symptoms of uncosiness
and pain; but thrse indieatiens were totally
deceptive; they were wholly caused by the
departare of the vital and spiritual ferees
from the extremities and viscera and the
brain, and thinee in the ascending crgan-
ism.

The spirit arose at right ancles over the
head or brain of the deserted body. But im-
mediately provicus to the final dissolution of
the relationship which had for so many years
existed between the twao epiritual and mate-
rial hedies, 1 saw—playing energeticslly Le-
tween the feet of the elevated spiritual bedy
and the head of the prostrate physical body—
a bright streain or eurrent of vital electricity.
This tanght me, that what is customarily
termed death is but a birth of a spirit from a
lower into a higher state; that an inlerior
body and mode of existence are exchanging
for a superior body or corresponding anow-
ment and capahilities of happiness, | learn.
ed that the correspondence between the birth
of a child into this world, and the birth of the
epirit from the material body into the higher
world, is absolate and eomplete—even to the
UMBILICAL CORD, which was represented hy
a thread of vital electricity, which for a few
minutes, snbsisted between, and connected
the two organisms together. And here [
perceived what 1 aever hefore had ebtiined
knowledge of, that a small portion of this vi-
tal electrical element returned 10 the dese rt.
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