460

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE ENGLISH MISSION.

Bristol, England, Aug. 7th, 1897.

Believing that a few items from this
‘part of the Britlsh misslon would be
af Interest to many of your readers,
eapecially those who formerly resided
Jere. I have ventured to intrude upon
your valuable space.

About ten years ago the headquart-
ers of this conference was removed to
“Cheltenham and since that tlme there
has been no active missionary work
done here until the latter part of June,
‘1896, when Elders Albert Collard of
Huntlngton and W. T. Noall of Salt
Y.ake were sent here. These brethren
Iabored together about sjx menths,
when Eilders W. J. Mortimer of Provo
and David Bagley of Montpelier were
sent to asslst them. A large number
af tracts were distributed in our house-
to-house visits. and it seemed as if we
were making no headway whatever,
Bro. McCready (who with hig famlly
had moved from London to this city)
very kindly opened his home for meet-
ing purposes, About the middle of
February Elder Herbert L. James was
-went to us, but was afterwards called
to the Liverpool oiffice, and Bro. Col-
tard being released to return hofme last
April, left us with only three Elders
In this large city.

Agreeably o the Instructions of
Prest. Wella, as soon as we had fine
“weather, we commenced to hold open-
‘air meeting® in various parts of the
clty. The flrst two or three mectings
did not attract many, as various gects
of the city hold open-air meetlngs, but
when 1t became known that the Mor-
mons were in town again, a good sized
crowd would collect. A great many
came from curiosity to see what n
Mormon was really like, while others
came for the purpose of opposing us,
This latter class waa very zealous
and have contlnued so until the pres-
ent, and have announced their inten-
tion of opposing us as long as we re-
main in Brlstol. On Sunday evenings
egpecially we have large audiences, a8
we hold our meetings on prominent
street corners just as people are going
from their places of worship. K We
have had from flve to eight hundred
people stop to listen to us at times,
but the oppositlon has been on the in-
crease and it has drawn many that
would not come were it not for that.
We confilne ourselves mostly to the
first principles of the Gospel, but after
our meetings some of our OpposSers
would ask questlons upon the history
of Utah and the people, and would fre-
quently hold a meeting after ours in
which they would vilify the character
of the Mormon people to such an ex-
tent that many would want to run us
out of town, and they have gone so [ar
as to entirely break up our meetings.
We continued as beat we could in try-
ing to prach the Gospel, and made
quite a number of friends. who took
our part and if there wWas any disturb-
ance they would aiways eall for fair
play.

About three weeks ago some of the
people asked us to tell them why we
helieved in Joseph Smith and the Pook

of Mormon, which we promlsed
to do the following Sunday.
Many collected to hear it and Eider

W, M. Purrington ©f Weber (who {4
laboring in Bath and who had assisted
us in 8 number of apen-air meetings)
spoke upon the subject. Very good at-
tion was paid but hefore we had pro-
ceeded far it began to rain quite heavi-
1y, but many of the people put up thetr
umbrellas and we did the same and
continued the meetipng, one of us hold-
ing the umbrelia over Brother Pur.

rington while he preached the Gospel
to the people. At the ¢lose many ques-
tlons were asked but our opponents
were not satisfied tn talk on doetrine
and turped to the scandal and un-
truths told by our enemies. Wwe with-
drew as soon as possible, but in spite
of the rain our oppesers held a ineet-
ing glving the history of the Mormons
as told by our encmies, which to say
the least wag very bad. Two nights
after this at arother meeting while an-
awerlng a nquestion on our religion,
zome men eame up and accused us of
ail manner of evil, calling the speaker,
Brother Purrington, a liar and every-
thing else they could think of. It
looked like there would be serious
trouble, but some fair-minded men
called for fair play saying we taught
Ejble truths and should not be molest-
cd. Some of those who at first opposed
are now more friendly and evince a de-
sire to learn ot our doctrine, and ex-
press thelr sorrow at the un-Christian-
like treatment accorded us at our meet-
ing.

Our conference convenes at Chelten-
ham August 22nd, and if sent hLere
again we Intend to continue to s0W the
good seed leaving the issue In the
hands of the Lord.

Our president, Brother Barber, has
not had the best of health lately but
we earnestly pray that he may re-
ceive strength from on high,and wis-
dom tb counsel and encourage us In
our labors.

We have Jjust returned from Bath
where we have been assistlng Elders
Purrington and Cook to hcld some
cpen-air meetings in that clty as we
find by uniting occaslonally better re-
sults are attained. There have been two
adult baptisme at Bath recently and
one at Bristol, besldese two children
of Brother McCready's, so that the
work though slow is onward.

Just a word of advice to our yonug
men expecting missions: Study the
Gospel and algo study musie, as it
will greatly assist an Elder if he can
alng well. Nut of fAfteen Elders in
this conference only six c¢an sing and
aome of these camnnot carry a tune If
left to themselves,

The “News" Is greatly appreciated
by the Eilders and when received it is
dessected so that each nmay have a part
to read.

w. J. MORTIMER.

— ——

SPANISH FORK CHILDREN.

We have just had two very note-
worthy occurrences here, receiving the
hearty support of the people by the
YOUng.

The Arst was a First ward Primary
gleaning. With so much grain lylng
gtrewn about the fields and people in
need of bread and employment, Bee
what mlght be done, as well as saved,
if others would do as did our chlldren,
gather what otherwise would have
been wasated! With light hearts, their
intention to buy the Sego Lily sphere
for the tower of their ward meeting
house, all went easy for the happy
band of workers, who, when noon
came, spread out thelr lunch upon the
ground, partook of dinner as one large
fam!ly. and presented a sight pleasant
to hehold.

Then came the united Primary fair,
At first it was thought that the large
pavillon would not bring things to-
gether enough for a show, but aa work
progressed, it opened with a grand dis-
play, each department being repre-
sented by itself. and the numerous
articles on exhibit under each heading
requiring considerable room. The

large table for cookery was loaded
with samples of hread, butter, cakes
pies, fruits, jellles, ete. Then came
the painting, drawing and fanecy work
followed by plain hand work, sewlng'
darning and knltting. The boys' side
wag filled with horticultural produce
seeds, agriculture, poultry, mechan-
Ism and manufacturing. Firat, sec-
ond, third and special prizes were only
given on prlmary work to children un-
der fourtcen years of age,though from
invitation there were many other ex-
hibits. The curio and old rellca cor-
net la worthy of speclal mention; and
all this, combined with an interesting
and instructive program and physical
culture exercises, was seen for only
five cents admiselon. It was a sue-
cess In every sense, and more than
likely much of the exhibit will go to
the county fair at Provo.

Elders Gen. Jarvia and Even Even-
son have Just returned from missions.
with an honorable release. John W.
Jex expects to soon leave for the Pa-
cific Isles, where he ia called to labor.

UNCLE GEORGE.

DAVIS STAKE CONFERENCE.

The quarterly confercnce of the
Davis Stake convened at Farmington
on Saturday and Sunday, September
11 apd 12, 18)7. It was held under a
large bowery. The Stake presidency
ali of the members of the High Coun-'
cil, all of the Bishops of the twelve
wards, and a large number of Salnts
were present during the two days of
conference. Of the general authorities
of the Church, Elder George Teasdale
of the Council of the Twelve was pres-
ent on Saturday and Sunday, and
¥yder B. H. Roberts of the Counecil or
Seventies on Saturday.

On Saturday at 10 a.m., after the
opening exercises, Presldent John W
Hess gave a report of the Stake H..;
said the Stake presidency were u;lited
and all organizations and associations
were doing well, especially the Sunday
achoola, which are doing extremely
well. A great interest in this work
was shown by the superintendents and
teachers throughout the Stake. Presi-
dent Hess sald he could not give a
very favorable report of the Rlders
quorums, for there were a great many
in this body of the Priesthood that
were very careless and indifferent; but
a labor was being taken with them to
try and reclaim them, and if that was
impossible to drop them from their
quoOrums. )

Elder B. I{. Roberts then addressed
the congregation. SBpoke briefly of his
experience since last he met with the
Saints in Farmington (four years ago)
and the additional testimony that he
had received of the dlvinity of the
Gospel of Christ. He referred to the
Young Men's Mutual! Improvement as-
sociatlons, and asked the support of
the parents and Priesthood in behalr
of them.

The High Counc!l convened directly
after the close of the morning services.
and Matthonihah Thomas of Farming-

ton was sustained by them to he
Btake superintendent of the Young
Men's Mutual Improvement associa-

tions. Brother M. Thomas was oOr-
dained 2 Hizh Priest and set apart te
preside over the Y. M. M. I. assoclations
of the Davis Stake. by Elder George
Tensdale. Elder William O. I.ee of
West Bountiful was met apart as first
assistant to Superintendent M. Thomaasa,
by Elder B. H. Roberts, and Elder Da-
vid C. Hess of Farmington was set
apart as second assistant to Superin-
tendent M. Thomas, by Elder George
Teasdale.

At the aftermoon services on Satur-
day, Elders J. H. Grant and J. 8. Clark,
! councilors te President Hess, made a
few remarks, testifying to the truth of
the Gospel. and exhorting the parenta
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