are permitted to g to the House of the
Lord and receive these great blesalnges,
ghould be, for = time at any rate, placed
under the lesor law, that tbay might
be tested.

I do not think 3t is right for men to
be recommended to be ordained to the
office of an Elder if it Is simply that
they may have the privilege of being
married in the way tbatis appointed.
I think that a man ought not to bLe
ordained an Elder unless he is called
of God through His servants, accord-
ing to the gifte of God unto him. “Lay
bands snddenly on Do man.’? Let us
gee lo it that when pien are ordained
to this holy calling they are ﬁ_tted for
it, that they may receive the Priesthood
in very deed, so that when they are
ordaiped it will not be a mere mntter
of form, hut they sball have the epirit
and the power of their callilngs and be
ready'to labor and work in the holy
minietry.

I wish to say to our Lrethren who
have received this ordinatioa, that
they made a sacred covenant thdt If
thoy were ordained they would fulfi]
all the duties of their officy; and Ina
greatmany instances they have falled
to do that which they agreed to do, and
the Liord will not be pleased with
them, unlegs they repent and do better
in the future than they have in the
past, It made me feel grieved in my
beart thnt men cslled to this holy eall-
ing had no better conception of the
duties thereof than appeared from the
reports whicbh we heard this morning.
1 hope there will be au improvement
in this matter. LI not, these brethren
cannot prosper. When a man is called
of Qod to ooccupy & position In
the Cnurch, it i8 expeoted th_at. he will
magnify that calling; and if he does
not, the Priesthood placed upon him,
insteag of being a blessing to him, wili
be an injury. )

The Latter-day Saluts ought to re-
member that on the flrat Thursday in
each month, we have a fast day—a
day when it |8 supposed we will refrain
from partnking of food, at nny rate in
the fors pnrt of the day, and that we
will devote that which we would have
consumed, for the benefit of the puor.
If this were done regularly, those ab-
staining from food on that day would
be Letter for it, physically as well ap
Bpiritually. There are hleseinge that
can only come by prayer and fasting,
as Jesus Christ instructed His disci-
ples. They iailed insome things, be-
canse they id- not obey that law,
At apy rate we should rememper
the poor. Large amounts have
been drawn by the Biskhops in the
various wards from tbe Gene¢ral Btore-
bouse, for the eupport of the poor,
which ought to have been donated by
the people in their respective wards,
Remember your fast offeringe, Meet
together whenever you can on these
occagiony, ofler up your prayers to the
Lord, and bring In your «fferings for
the poor, that the Bishops may have
means fu their hnaods to look ufter the
wants of the needy, that none may
lack.

Let us attend to our prayers In the
morning and In the evening. Let us
attend to all our dutigs. Look nfter
our sons and daughters, and train them
up In the right way. Bet them a good
example, give them good teachings,
and if they will not obey our words,
the fault will not be oure, and we
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will not be held responsible. Children,
obey your parente; attend your meet-
ings; hearken to the counsels of the
pervants of God. Llve pure and vir-
tuoue lives. Refraln from every ap-
pearance of evil. Do not covsort with
the upgodly. Young men, do not fre-
quent saloune, or gnmhbling bouses, or
any places of il repute. Preserve
your virtue and your Jntegrity before
the Lord. Young ladies, avoid every-
thing that leads to darkness and toevil,

Aund if we, a8 parents and as child-
ren, will follow the admonitions which
God has given us, we will become a.
great and s mighty people before the
Lord. He will multiply hlessings upon
our heads. The earth will yield to us
of its increase. The elements around
us wiil yield their wealth unto us. God
will open the trereures of the everlasting
hille, and he will pour blessings into
our laps which we shall scarcely have
reom enough to receive, He will en-
lighten us from on high. His holy
Priesthood will be {full of rich counsels
for us. The angels of God will minister
unto us, and all things spoken of by the
ptophets wiil come to pass concerning
Zion. God bless you, in the name of
Jesus. A men.

PRESIDENT -WILFORD WOQODRUFF

next spoke. He gave a brief sketch of
his conpection with the Church from
the time of his haptiemy in the year
1833, when he was ordained a Teacher,
and told of the thousands of miles he
had traveled in the cause of
the {ilospel. Every man in
Jarael who bore n portion of the Prieat-
hood should understand as fnr as he
could the importance of that cailing;
for the exercises of the Priesthood were
inseparably connected with the hea-
vens. They were called upon in this
last great dispensation and fulpess of
times {0 establish the Zion and Church
of God, to go forth amongevery nation
under heaven and bear the Gospel to the
people, o far as the doors were open
unto them. They had besn iaboring asa
Church and people for the last 80 years,
and during that time had preasched
the Gospei to milions on the face of
the earth, as well as gathered hundreds
of thousands luto these mountain wval-
leys and into the fold of Christ, The
speaker warmly counseled the Elders
of .quorums to be true and faithiul in
their calling and to be regular in iheir
attendance in the various meetings,
dwelt on the subject of prayer, and
predicted that this great latter-day
work would stand firmly until the
coming of the Bon of Man, which!
event was not a long way oft, Speak-
ing on the suhject of temples, he ex-
pressed the hope, his life having beon
spared thug far by the providence of
God, that he would live to see tbe dedi-
cation of the Temple on this ground.
Be thanked the Lord , that he
was 8till 1o the mudst of the
Latter-day Baints, and rejolced in the
fact that the Lord bhad ralsed up this
people intfulfilment of the proplecles
contained in the Bible. President
W oodruff touched upon the duties and
obligations of the 8aints, individually
and collectively, dwelt briefly upon the
work abroad, and upon the confiscation
of the Church property by the Govern-
ment of the United Btates. Despite all
the difficuities which had surrounded
this Church, they had been nble to
progress and would contizue until the

winding-up scene.
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epoke of the peculiar circumstances by
which the Latter-day Saints were sur-
rounded, and stated that the genius
and spirit of the (Gospel forbade the
existence of idlers In Zion, that it was
contrary to the spirit of the Gaspel for
the idier to eat the Lread of the laborer,
and urged upon parents to take into
careful copsideratlon the condltion of
the rising generation, and to provlde
employment for our guns and
daughters that would enahle them to
know the value of the money that it
took to provide fhem with food and
rniment. God has abundantly biessed
ue in cur barket and store, and out of
this sbundapce we have fed and
clothed our childrer, without their
having togive a thought as to how it
was produced, or where it came from.
Qur sone and our daughters should be
taught to be pelf-austaining, to produce
that which they need. OQOur boye
shonld know how to till the soil, how
to euw the eeed, how to plant n tree
and care for it, and what kind of n tree
to plant; the untilled and unproductive
land on the farm ghould be cultivated
and made remunerative by their labor.
The neglected and uncared for Jots in
this city should bu by their labor made
not only Leautiful to the eye bhut vaiu-
able to the owner. The old and un-
fruitful tree should be grubbed out,
and choice qualitles of fruit
should take their plnier; the fence
rows should be cleared of their
worthless undergrowth, and plantedto
advantage, Qur daughters ghould be
taught to make thelr own clothing
and pot run to the milliner, ang [m-
poverish tueir parents by the pay-
ment of exorbitant bille; they should
msake their own dresees, and coneider
it an honor to be sable to do so. ‘They
should know how to make bread, to
sweep and dust a room, nnd to look
after household affaire. The queens
and priccessesof former dnys were not
clotbed and pampered as are our
daughters. The rising generation fn
the midet of the Baints sare passing
into the battle of life with little or no-
conception of its responsibilities.

We huve an army of young mien
studying the professions, with the
probability of their being 4 dfiyg in the
market in the near future. A few will
succeed; the mwany will fall because of
3 disregard of the law of supply and
Jdemand. Beys are forsaking the farm
and crowdlng the cities looking for
situations, endeavoring to evade tbe
Diving command, *“In the sweut of thy
brow shalt thou earn thy bread.’* Thie
question iz one of paramount jmport-
ance to the Latter-day Baints. Our
future prosperity depends upon it; the
salvation of our children js involved in
it, und the progrees of the work of God
in the earth is elosely identitied witn
it.

Qur families are ull tbut we have,
our wives and our chlldren nre the
fonndetion of future glory and useful-
nees; without them we are as nothing,
and their right traiving and preserva-
tion in the faith of the Gyspel should
be our first care and consideration.
They are allowed to live in & whirl of
excitement, ib & continuous and ever
increasing stream of amupement, balls,
thentres, resorts, excureions, ete,, untll
they ave lost control of them-
selver, and a¥e beyond parenta'
control, It takes no prophet to tell




