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THOUGHTS MARTYRDOM

what leiis it to be gifted sons
of science or of sonysong

ye whose brows are crowned with laurel
ye to whom the wings belong

of fances eagle upward soaring
past the regions of the sun

or downward piercing thoughts deep caverns
whither erstent had ventured none

answer isio it not to suffer
pangsfangs to lesser souls unknown

pineme midamid earthly throngs an exile
neer as then so much alone

laIs it not to feel more keenly
censures breath or sorrows dart

to feed fames fickle flickering flambeau
with blood from passions breaking heart

kindling high hopes radiant ideals
on lifelifesa dark and craggy coast

the while below the real lies weltering
amid the white waves tempest tossed

torches that light the way to glory
consuming swiftly as ye shine

As burned fell neros victims dying
to illustrate a truth divine

such thy meed aridadd such thy mission
child of genius choice of god

through thee a cloud by lightning riven
the sunbeam eer must seek the sod

prophet poet seer or savant
thine to nobly do and die

martyrs elect to mans promotion
gods great name to glorify
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IDEAS OF government
IT trasHAS been repeatedly shown in

these columns as well as on the
public stand that the mormoncechurchh contains the theocratic and
democratic elementselement in its system
government they are nicely bal-
anced and in perfect harmony in
that form presented by divine rev-
elation to the saints god speaks
the people say I1 amen and thus
deity and humanity agree author-
ity and liberty unite the voice of
god and the voice of the people are
one and the result is joy and peace
and power

in this system the agency of man
18 freely exercised on the one hand

d the benefits obtained from seek-
ing the wisdom of god axeare fully rec
iced on the other there is no

and no rebellion free

dom to receive or reject is allowed
to the individual who of course in
the nature of things must reap the
fruits of his own planting receive
the results of his own acts ttit is
presumable that if he believes the
word or plan or principle to be from
god he will voluntarily receive and
practice it still it is possible for a
person to believe a given thing to be
right and divine and yet refuse or
neglect to be governed by it many
people whose lives are anything but
commendable will acknowledge in
moments of humility and penitence
that they know better than they act
and that their doings are in viola-
tion of divine commands

man is left free as toth his actions
his course is a question of under-
standing and desire if he wishes
to know what is rightight and to do it
there remains no difficulty access
to divine light is open and free and
the power to do good or evil is in-
herent in the creature in the
church union of understanding
may be reached by the members
through possession of one spirit
unity of effortefrost is then easy to those
who are rightly disposed if they
agree that a measure is from god
they will unite to make it practical
unless individual desires and projects
are made superior to divine revela-
tions when that is done confusion
ensues darkness overshadows and
disaster must be the inevitable con-
sequence

the eternal father has ever re-
spected the freedom of his children
on this earth he compels no one to
obey HisJawslaws whether they are re-
vealed in nature or by oral or spiritu-
al communication he forces no
man to heaven he prevents none
who wish to come to him good
and evil are ever before mankind
the choice is their own

in the church which he has es-
tablished he has given a form of
government to which the members
voluntarily assent it JaIrlargelygely springs

from themselves they have a voice
in all its affairs the presiding of-
ficers general and local are voted
into their respective positions by the
membersmember each having an equal vote
whether male or female it is in the
power of the people to receive or re-
ject any nomination that may be
made that is pure democracy in
the same manner they can accept or
repudiate any doctrine or measure
or plan that may be presented to
them can anything be more demo-
cratic than this

the unanimity with which propo-
sitions are usually received and
i officers are commonly sustained by
popular vote in the church gives
occasion for the objection of oppon-
ents that the assent of the members
is a mere matter of form but this
is an error that assent is a reality
it is the result of a union of belief
and purpose it may be to some ex
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tent the result of dislike to anything
discordant but the members who
think know that in voting upon any
measure or man they are exerciseexercising
a sacred right an important prerog-
ative and that their sanction is es-
sential to make the mattermattel valid and
perfect before the heavens

whenever hands are raisedrajeev for or
against anything presented to the
body of the church without reflec-
tion and the milfull action of the mind
avldand understanding the divine
plan falls short of accomplishment
everything is to be done by com-
mon consent with much prayer and
faith all things are to be done in
faith the uplifted handband is an out-
ward sign of an inward and living
belief in and assent to the matter pro-
posed it presupposesprepro supposes thought un-
derstandingder standing and accord or ifagainst
the measure intelligent conviction
that it is wrong it is not designed

that the body shouldmould be a mere ma-
chine moved by the will of one who
presents a motion or an imitative
mommass without reflection and without
individuality


