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power to comply with the requeat.
We have no doubt asto the author-
ity of the Council in the premises,
the only guestion, it appesrs to us,
is as to its will.

The powers of the City Council,
a8 a board of equalization, to
‘‘change the valuation of assess-
ment of any icat or personal prop-
erty by increasipg or diminishing
the assessed valuation thereof, aa
shall be reasonable and just,”” are
set forth in the Acl of the Legisla-
ture of 1888, amending the charters
of incorporsted cities, Ber. 8 of arti-
cle x. And the Revised Ordin-
apces of Balt Luke City, Sec. 14 of
Chap. xxiil, agree with the charter,
and say that the Board of
Equalization  “may change and
correct any valuation, either by ad-
ding therety or deducting there-
from.*?

As to changing the rate of taxa-
tion after It has been fixed, the City
Council hae the same power as in
regard to any other action it may
have taken, whether by ordinance
or resolution; that is, the power of
amendment or of repeal. It may
be said that thereis a time aet for
the fixing of the rate. Bo there is
a time fixed for the completion of
the assessment roll and its return to
the Council. But the Council ex-
tended the time, to accommodate
the assesgor and help the “Liberal?
party, and has ample power to
change the rate of taxatlon to ac-
commodate the faxpayers, relieve
the publi¢ of a neediess burden and
prevent a surplus of revenue.

The disposition of the Couneil,
vot ita power, in a matter of doubt.
The will of the people has been em-
pbatically expressed. The senti-
ment in faver of u reduction is gen-

eral. Itis held by all classes and
parties alike. Will the men elected
to office, and  those who

are holding places to which they
know they were not elected, act as
the gervants or as the maaters of the
people That is the problem which
will soon be solved.

As &n advocate of the People’s
Party, we might slmost wish that
the f‘-Liberal’”” City Council will
turn a deaf ear to the appeals of the
public, reach out for large revenues,
support the assessor in lis flights of
arithunetle ana palpable game of
grab, refuse to relieve the oppressed

taxpayeis, and thoroughly ruin the;
party that placed them in power.

But the public welfare isor shouid
be above all sectional interests and
party proclivities, therefore, {or the
good of the eity and the interests of
its people, we hope the Council will
both reguliite the valuations and re-
duce the rate, and thus do justice to
all and maintain the reputation of
Balt Lake Clty for reasonable taxes
and congervative progress.
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ANTI-“MORMON" LEGISLATION. | And this sub-committee is also

Lr 13 scarcely prohable that the
monstrous propositions embodied in
the bill which bears the name of
Representative Btruble will be
seriously coneidered by Congress at
the present session. He is reported
a8 anxious fto have action tfaken
upon itin the House. Should the
Bpeaker recognize him for the pur-
pose we do not helieve he will suc-
ceed in hia project, for the object
of it in pretty well underatood by
members of Congress, and oo Just
person who comprehends it pnrport
can fail to be disguated with its ten-
or and spirit.

Mr. Btruble has thuas far failed in
achievipg the tnme which bhe an-
ticipated from fathering a measure
agaipet the unpopular “Mormons.?’
He is the very opposite of the gen-
tleman in the Upper House whose
bame has become netorous in
connection with anti-“Mormon?®
legislation. Yet he imagined
that by aeimilar means he
could obtain popularity and pave
the way to coveted honora. But
alas for human ex pectation! He has
not been renominated in his distriet.
Tle speakership did uot get within
forty feet of his reach, and the pro-
spects for the Presidency bave utter-
iy faded away.

Not by injustice to the ¢Mor-
mons’* will ambitious politicians
reach the goal of their desires. They
may all wrlte that down for ready
reference. The history of the United
States sliows numerous political
wrecks, shattered by striking upon
the rock of “Mormonism.” But it
records no grand success forany
statesman who has hullt his® hopes
of renownp upon the sanda of anti-
““Mormon*? schemes and projects.
Mr. Struble might Just as well retire
gracefully and wait for another turn
of the political tide,

A COMMITTEE OF INTELLIGENCE.

Fros our Washington dispatches
we learn that the Committee on
Territories adopted on Monday a,
resolution,submitted by Mr. Mansur
of Missourt, relative to Arizona and
New Mezxico, which incidentally
includes something specially inter-
esting to Utah.

It authorizes the appointment of
a sub-committee of seven members
who -are to visit Arlzona and New
Mexjco and inguire into the actual
situation 1n those Territories, with
the view of determining whether
they are fit for and desiroua of ad-
misgiop into the Union on a footing

with existing Biates.

autherized to visit such lecalities in
Utab as they may deem proper, for
the purpnse of learning about the
extent or decadence of the doctrine
apd practice of plural or celestial
matriage.

A report on these mattera s to be
prepared and submitted to the pres-
ent Congress at its next session.

This we regard as a very impor-
tant and wvery sensible movement.
Such conflicting rumors reach
Washingtou in regard to the people
in the Territories mentioned, that
Cungressmen may well be puzzled
toarrive at the truth. Party inter-
ents are so strong that facls are fre.
quently kept out of sight, while
others are grossly exaggerated and
the welfare of the people is ignored.
As to Utah, the most glaring and
stupid fabrications are presented
as admitted truths. A nd those who
are ready to make the needful expla-
nations are looked upon with naty-
ral suspicion asrepresentatives of an
unpopular religious body.

We hope the examination wilj
not be too hurried. It ought to he
thorough and complete  Prejudice
and opinion,and party and sectarian
notions ought to be excluded anpd
ouly facts considered, The ap-
pointment of this sub-commlittee ig
A prudent measure, and, as {he
regolution was unanimously adopted,
it i8 probable that shortly after the
adjournment of Cengress the geu-
tlemen selected will be on their way
foward the wild and wonderful
West.,

RETIRING COUNTY OFFICERS.

THE People’s Party have reason
to be proud of the county officers
who have retired to give place to
their successors, chosen at the last
election. One of the gentlemen
who has stepped down and out is
Eliag A. S8mith, selectmun and for-
merly probate judge. He hag served
the public with ability and probiiy
that do himself and the cominunity
credit. The same can be correétly
and truthfully said of the other re.
tiring officers. Mr. John C. Cnt-
ler’s business qnalifications and
fidelity to an upright course have
fitted him admirably for the du-
ties  of the position (County
Clerk) he recently filled. Mr.
Guorge M. Cannon, ex-Recorder
of the county, is recegnized
as one of the moat competent ofticera
that ever occupied the position, his
merita betng recognized by ull
clagaes of the community. Added
to his ability he has exhibited fo-




