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wevre do not take the course that god has
marked out and so it was that al-
though moses had taught the knowl-
edge of the true god to the children of
israel they were continually turning
their backs upon jehovah forgetting
the invisible deity and worshiping baal
and ashtoreth things that they could
seeee you remember how prone they
were to idolatry even in the days of
moses tainted with it no doubt from
their long sojourn in egypt so that
while moses was up in the mount re-
ceiving the knowledge of the true god
conversing with him face to face in
order that he might testify that he had
both seen and heard the god that
israel was to worship the people per-
suaded aaron to make them a golden
am one of the egyptian godsgodsolfit is the tendency of the natural man

to demand signs and outward mani-
festationsfestations the israelites wanted a god
hat they could see and hence they

erected the golden calf and bowed
down before at they were seduced
again and again because they neglect-
ed to do the things that god required
efthemof thebathem and their minds were dark-
enedebwinin consequence the knowledge
thattabt momoseses had Ivindkindledled in their hearts
became dim and gradually died away
TWthey forgot that their god was in
heaven and they worshippedworshipped the sun
and the moon like the heathen nations
around them hence it was necessary
for thete lord tato send prophets again
and again to rekindle gothe old fire to
revive in the hearts of his chosen peo-
ple thehe original knowledge that they
received from moses reminding them
that they must not walk by sight but
must have faith in the invisible god
and believe thath testimonies of those
who had been worthy to see and con-
verseaoe with him the masses of the
people were not worthy to see god
moisesmodes tried to make his people wor-
thy but they would not submit them-
selves to the necessary discipline so

aefhe priesthood and the
Nillfullness of the gospel were takentakeki into
the64 heavens when moses departed and
israel was leftleft with the law of moses
with the law of carnal commandments
with the priesthood to rule
iberover themthein until the dawning of a
brighter daday

Wahenbm jesus christ came he taught
them new doctrines that is they worewere
new to that gegeneration who were

at them and because he
tautaughtt them as one having authorityveatod luytnot as the scribes he told them
he wast he son of god and that he
Wyaa in the image of hisais ratherfather he
taught them that up above world
in a heavenheaved ofoc happiness peace and
abryary dwelt their father from whom
hee 64had come come in fulfillment of
moses aand the prophets who had tes-
tifiedfl btb him he came to restore thebaledgeknowledge that was lost he came to
fulfillbifid the requirements of the law
which had pre floured by its sac-
rifices and offerings the of-
fering up of this great

floe the lamb of god in the
mermeridianlUan of time think not said he
thathatt I1 am come to destroy jahe law

or the prophets I1 am not come to des-
troy but to fulfilfulfill but he came to
beach a new principle A new com-
mandmentman dment I1 give unto you that ye love
one another this was to his disciples
rehe aliisalso said as ilehe sat upon the
mount of olives delivering that great
IMmount

called the sermon on the

yete havebave heard that it hath been
saidaid thou ahalt love thy neighbor and
hate thine eamy

but I1 OXay unto you love your
a bleto hera ththatat curse you do

ato0 ahm at hatebate you and pray
baemeibi whichhl 1 despitefullyspitefully use you

e you
bt y may be ohpth of your

ira which is in heavenhelvon torfor he

mabeth his sun to rise on the evil and
on the good and senneth rain on the
just and on the unjust

for if ye love them which love
you what reward have ye do not even
the publicanspublic ans the same

and if ye salute your brethren only
what do ye more than others do not
even the publicanspublicans so

be ye therefore perfect even as
your father which is in heaven is per
deot

they were astonished at his doctrine
why was it a new doctrine no it
was as old as eternity it was a part
of that everlasting gospel that had
been formulated in the heavens before
the world was and had been upon the
earth in different dispensations this
same principle had doubtless been
taught by enoch who with his city
reached such a state of perfection that
they were taken into the heavens by
translation can you conceive that
enoch did not teach his people that
they should love each other that they
should return good for evil I1 cannot
I1 believe that wherever the fullness
of the gospel has been preached
whether by an adam an enoch a
noah an abraham or a moses men
have been taught to love each other
as the children of god and to return
good for evil but it was a new doc-
trine to the generation to whom christ
was sent for fifteen hundred years the
jews had been schooled under the law of
moses it was a law of strict justice
with little or no mercy it was the
law of retaliation an eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth this was asaa
high a principle perhaps as they could
comprehend and was good as far as it
went for justice cannot be abolished
men will receive the measure that they
mete unto others christ taught this
principle along with the principle of
mercy and forgiveness and the return
of good for evil judge notnor says he
that ye be not judged for with what

judgment ye judge ye shall be judged
and with what measure ye mete it
shall be measured to you again he
did not do away with the principle of
justice but re enunciated it but rehe
did seek to take butofout ot the hands of in-
dividualsdividuals the infliction of vengeance
upon those who had wronged them
leaveleava these things to god wasvms what
he meant vengeance tois mine I1
will repay the lord do good
to each other forgive all men serve
god and he will avenge your injuries
perhaps no other principle Is so closely
associated with the name of jesus
christ except it be the atonement and
the resurrection which he came to
teach and exemplify as the principle
of the golden rule the return of good
for evil

now it seems a hard thing to do
but there is always some difficulty in
obeying god there laIs always something
to be conquered in ourselves when w
make up our minds to live near to the
lord but that Is what we axeare here for
selfelf conquest tois the object of the reve-
lation of gods will to man it Is to
make man godlike to lift him up to
make him more like itshisI father in
heaven for he is destined to be like
him but how long would we have to
wait itif men continued to hate each
other to avenge their wrongs and in-
flict injury in return for injury how
long would we have to wait before
mankind would be godlike and the
world worthy to be rolled back into
the presence of its creator

the prophet joseph smith that
muthmuch misunderstood man gave at one
iane a striking illustration of this prin-
ciple it was when zions camp was
going down to missouri in the year
04 A member of the camp awoke one

morning found a rattlesnake tnin
bed with him called kadad asleep near hlahis
pillow he arose aridand
his farat thought was to get a stick OTor
a stone and kill the snake the prophet

told him not to do it said he the
snake has not harmed you it has
trusted in you do not kill it for how
Is that great era of peace and goodwill
to be ushered in which the prophets
have predicted when the lion shall eat
straw like the ox when the sucking
child shall play with the serpent and
they shall not hurt nor destroy in all
the holy mountain of the lord how
long must we wait for that great era
the millennium if men continue to
treat cruelly the animals and crushcruh
their lives out of them without any
provocation joseph smith taught
men to be kind to be merciful to be
forgiving and to return good for
evil

I1 bear in mind another incident in
his history when he and some of his
brethren were lying in a dungeon lib-
erty jail missouri during the winter
of 1838 9 after the saints fifteen thou-
sand men women and children had
been driven from the state of missouri
these brethren were treated with great
cruelty in prison it is said that the
depravity of their jailorsjailers descended so
low that they even cooked human flesh
taken from the body of a negro who
had been killed and offered it to these
prisoners to eat and the prophet
warned by the lord told his
brethren not to partake of it it
waswaa in the midst of these clrcir
cumcurn atancesstances that one of the breth-
ren was asked to pray and he
prayed that god would damn the men
who were treating them thus cruelly
when he got through the others were
laughing at him ilehe asked what is
the matter they saldsaid we are
laughing at your prayer well he
replied if you want any better pray-
ing than that you can do it your-
selves the prophet then told himyou yourself will yet see the day
when you will pity these very men who
are inflicting thesetheme injuries upon you
god hajha shown to me in vision the suf-
ferings of the ungodly and I1 had to
pray to him to close the vision when I1
saw the terrible judgments that would
come upon the wicked the prophet
taught the principle of patient sub-
mission to wrong and it isfig twothis that
tufts men up above other men when
men injure us they put themselves in
our debt and that debt remains until
we cancel it by an act of retaliation

but men will say as I1 have heard
them say why if I1 should return
good for evil to this or that person
he would not appreciate my motive
he would I1 was soft foolish that
I1 was truckling and that I1 meant it
as an ac that he was
right and I1 was wrong and had de-
served all that he had done what ttif
he should think so what if some mens
souls are so limited that they cannot
appreciate a magnanimous act it in18

not for the effect upon them
alone that you are taught to
practice the golden rule it tois for
the effect upon yourself you can-
not grow if you hate mankind you
cannot increase and expand at least asaa
rapidly as you might if you cherish
feelings of anger jealousy and strife it
is because god wants you to grow to
become like him that he asks you to
keep your hearts free from these
things therefore what matters it
whether your motives axeare tood
or not you are not the first
to have your motives misunder-
stood the effect upon you and upon
me cannot be otherwise than good
if we forgive those who have injured
us andana strive to love our enenemiesevernierni fordfor
I1 believe that even this is possible itif
we stand upon a plane high Cenough if
we remember who and what wee are
that we were sent into this world to
teach and exemplify the truth that we
came to be saviors of men bearing the
holy priesthood having the gospel ot
peace and goodwillgood idfo administer if we
remember that we hawe been chosenaoh n to


