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Ty phoid feveris raging epidemically
in Kabelvaag. Many cases of death
have occurred.

The Beandinavian Express has he-
gun business in New York with a view
of establishing & cheaper and speedier
communication between the United
States and Beandinavia,

DENMARK.

Diphtheria is raging epidemically in
Liaeborg-county.

Bkanderborg Bank was organized re-
cently with . a cash capital »f 7000
kroner.

Their silver wedding was celebrated
lately by Joergen Bensen, a resd es-
tate man, and his wife, of Glosbruge.

A new and free harbor will probably
be constructed in Copenhagen; it ia
erected to give a great impetus to ship-
ping and trade generally.

A technical school wiil be buiit in
Blagelse some time ivu the near future.
The cost ia estimated at 65,000 kroner.

Maren Kristine Jensen, a widow of
Haarlev, who murdered her daughter
spome time ago, has heen sentenced to
eight years imprisonment in the peni-
teutiary.

A pnew law haa just been passed
which will insure a free maintenance
to all poor people aged over sixty years.
The Btate will grant two million kroner
a year for the purpose.

The confirmation of the Princess
Louise hag taken place in Copenbagen
with great ecclesiastical ceremonies.
The princess is sixteen years old, and
the event was wade the occasion for
great display of court and function-
aries. When Rev. Paulli in parting
apoke of the dangerous possibilities that
loomed in the future the princess was
visibly overcome. Poor little princess!
Ominous signs prevail. Prince Hum-
bert already felt that there was ‘‘some-
thing rotten in the Btate of Denmark.??

In Norway 10,000 poor receive pub-
Jlic aid either for themselves or their
families. The chief cause is sickness.

Emperor William is expected also
this year to visit Norway and the
North Cape. After his proposed visif
to England he wiil proceed from Bceot-
land direct to Norway.

The Norwegian abip MNoolkine came
recently off Cuxhaven in collfgioa
with the English steamer Recepia.
The Mooline went to the bottom, Her
crew was saved.

Harold Hagen, the champion skater,
has been challenged by an American
rival to run a race of three miles, for a
purse of $5000, in the United States
next winter. The offer also Includes
all traveling expenses as a further in-
ducement.

Johan Bvendsen, the great Norwe-
gian composet,has been offered a salary
of 20,000 Eroner, if he will be the dires,
tor of the musical soclety of New
York., But as he gets 7000 kroner in
Copenhagen, and 1t iaa great difference
in the worth of money in America and
in Europe, he thinks he is just as well
of! where he is,

A newapaper published in English
will soon be igsued in Christiania. We
bope it will somewhat open the eyes of

Jiu communion with those who
hailed with joyous shouts the
First President of the Republic.

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

the London press, which is generally
lamentably ignorant of Beandinavian
matters, although comparative near
neighbors. The American prees is far
ahead of the English in thinaa in many
other press matters.

The Russian newspaper Moskovsifja
Viedomosti has the following to say in
regard to the new Norwegian oabiuvet:
“*Most of the members of the new cabi-
net are radical and deterwained ad ver-
saries to the union between Sweden
and Norway, zlso to King Oscar’a
frieudly relations to Germany. Bteen,
the secretary of Btate, is iu favor of an
alliance with Russia and France.”?

THE AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH

This date is suggestive of many par-
tlculars in the history of our couniry,
over which the patriotie student might
dwell with profit for a moment or two.
Et was on this day, 1789, that George
Washington was inaugurated Presi-
dent of the United Btates. The cere-
mony teok place in New York Caty.
Both Houses of Congress were in
attendance. A statue of Washington
now matrks the spot on Broadway
where the grand event occurred.
Every article of apparel worn by the
¢“Father of hia Country’’ on that day
was of American manufacture. Bo
were those worn by John Adams, the
Vice-Presidlent. It requirea no stretch
of fancy on our part to place ourselves

A fter the oath was adininistered, aud
after the Bible was reverently kissed,
Chancelior Livingstone prociaimed in
loud tones ““Long live George Wash-
ington, President of the United
Htates.”” Though 102 years have passed
since thia glorious event, yet we can
echo the shout today, and as fervently
repeat the prayerful wish.

hia day ia also commemorative of
another incident in our early history
worthy of more than passiug notice.
It was on April 30, 1803, that Louis-
iana was ceded to the United Btates by
Napoleon the First of France. The
sum paid for it was $15,000,000. The
territory in question now comprises
three wealthy and prosperous common-
wealths. They are Louisiana, Mis-
souri and Arkansas, three Btates ad-
mitted to the Uniou respectively in
1812, 1821 and 18386. At the time of
thia purchase Thomas Jefferson was
President, and Wapoleon was at the
power of his zenith and glory.

In dwelling on these historic scenes
of our early nationhood, we cannot
help turning to events of a similar
character, transpiring inanotber hemi-
sphere, at the present time. Reference
ia had here to Australia. Most renders
are aware that during the month of
A pril, a convention was held at Syd-
ney, for the purpose of establizbing a
federation of the British colonjes in the
South Pacific orean. Contrast the sit-
uation there today, with that of Phila-
delph a in 1776. Then at the word |
federation, tbe Engliah mind waa
aroused. and the'rifle, the sword and
tbe cavnon called into requiaition,
SMeven years of war, of aacrifice, of he-
roic endurance established the United

States of Amerlca, .
In our time England has grown
wiser. At thesoupnd of fedepation in

the Pacifle, neither sword nor rifle was
invoked. JI‘he operations now in prog-
ress for the perfection and establish-
ment of the United States of Australia
are being conducted in A manner that
will do houor and credit to the Eunglish
apeaking races. They will also he pro-
ductive of mutual benefits to parent
and cbild.

What is called Australia proper now
comprises five geparate colonies. The
largest in extent 18 Western A ustralia,
Lts area is over 1,000,000 square tiijes,
but its population is only about 50,000.
Its capital city, Perth, has n population
of Ferhapa 10,000.

The second in extent is8 Bouth
Australia, with an area of 803,690
square miles and a populution of 320,000.
Ita capital city, Adeiaide, has a popu-
latlon of about 115,000,

The next in extent is Queensland,
with an area of 668,497 square miles,
aud a population of 400.000. Xie capi-
tal city is Brishane, with a population
of 60,000.

The most populous of the new Biates
ia New Bouth Wales. It has &n area
of 825,000 square miles, and 8 popula-
tion of 1,200,000. BSydney, ita capita]
city, has a population of 860,000. Ip
wealth an'lp in population Victoria
comes next. It has an area of on]
87,884 square miles and a population f
over 1.000,000. 1ts capital city, Me].
bourne, has a popuiation of 425.00.0.

New Zealand and Tasmania can
enter into the ¢‘“Australian Commonp.
wealth?? if they so desire. [n fact,pro-
vision is made for the admission of
new Btates, and for the division of old
ones, In extent of territory tbe new
federation in Australia will be equal to

that of the United States witbout
Alaska. The estimated pogulation at
present ie about 4,000,000. he Jdebt is

iarge, almost a8 much as that of the
United Statesa. There are about 10,000
miles of railrond in Awustralia, most ot
which, if not all, is owneti by the
government. The debt was incurred
in helping to develope the railroad ays-
tem. Butthe authorities had wisdom
enoligh to retain control of the roaids
for the benefit of the people, rather
than turn them over to sharpers. Angd
the roads are managed and operated at
present by a Government Board.

The history of the federation scheme
is brief. Im 1853 William C. Went.-
worth advocated a federation of the
colonies. Henry Parkes opposed fit.
Tbe question after a little discussion
was dropped. For thirty years it
siumbered. In 1883 it was again re-
vived, and strange to say, Henry
Parkes, u>w 8ir Henry, lurned up aa
leader of the pro-federation scheme,
A convention of delegates from the
colonies was hehi in Bydney in this
year. It outlined a plan of union so
imperfect that it was not seriously con-
sidered by the people. What isknown
as tbe Federal Couucil of Australia
was established by the British Parlia-
ment three years later, (1888}, The
council was to be composed of two
members from each self-governing
colony, and one from each Crown
colony. This council had no authority
in an¥ colooy unless the colony gave
it special sanction. New South Wales.
Soulb Australia and New Zealand
would bave nothlng to Jo with it, and
the weouncil became inuccuously
desuedent. In 1888, and again in
1888 apd 1889, effortp were made to



