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DISCOURSE 1

i 1

ilderELDER ORSON PMPUTJL I1

aM ydeferedDevereavered in the tabernacle on sun-
yE day afternoont

JUM irth 1878

t x bepREP rergeonErGEgeongeefOF GIBBS

li I1hj A deiyvery beangechange thing has laphap
rR ou day ha work thavisthat is

T considered by the lattenlatter day taints
and bytoy antAft PeOPle to be a marvelmaivel

1 ulisbitsiiii work and a wonder something
almost entirely linexpectedunexpected by the

grealjqgreatgreatcat mass of the human family
w something which our faufatfathersmrsurs were

c rtt3 not looking for has happened in
J the land what asatla it god has

s bentcent an angel from heaven what
an angel inili the latter days come

s from heaven yes gatwhat a strange
n thing how different from the

ditimus of our fafatherstheras for seventeen
centuries past tell people of this
generation that god has sent a
holy angel communicating his will
to man and they will be ready to
laugh you to scorn they have

F formed aanu idea in their own heartsa
t that angels were no more to min

1 r isterlater to the human family no
A1 titiii modmogmessages from heaven totb be sent
I1 f bethemby them no volca of the loratolord to

bobe heard again speaking coto man on
the no more to
be given no more prophets to beipe

i raised up and no more seers and
31 11 revelatory to make known audand pro

4 claim the will of heaven to ththuthe
people such were the traditions

notmot of our fathers such were the bradt
14 eions of sumesome two or three hundred
1 1 i1 millions of people calling them-
a tli selves Christiauietir to aneidthem

aboutaboul more of the word otof god tuto
I111 be given to the human family the

universal idea and exclamation of
1 i theabe nations of christendom would
q I1 be the canon of jsis lullwhoanu told themthew thibthis fromirom what

source did they get their informs
i

1 lloulluuliontiou did the lord ever reveal this
f i to dhew or idis it a creation of their
J i own did you ever

0 i hear a single individual even the
most itlearnedarnedarnea anuand wisest of thumthem

t fiovo LUIS by thethu divine
i wa did you ever hearbear of

14 11 any lay memmembertierlier ministerminmiuisterlster or priest
4 0 huvila these ideas
oat49 1 audand iain accordanceacordance with

andaud maso nevernuver
e 1ueva r audand the ample radou

ihly have no proof
v to10 kocirrit biehie

1 tion theiothus e iais nut a manwan living
of9 flohu Wevervever learned heho ludymay be how

everevet with thuthe
ulviye lruthiruin lieue mayulayway be tuatthui cancau

lit bring oueone idea oyuy way of luto
laese anuanti insl3 et

nowhuv eueralgenerd addariu thuihu u
thill S have been among
the nationsnations and imbibed by the

s human family aahs though they
wertwere real

when the latter day saints
camecanto borth forty eight years aguago

v i testifyingtestify ing thatthal god nadhad sentbent an anhii
gel irom heaven how unexpected
now attati algeange to this

1 bay they anethe lord once hadhaq area re-v

onou the earth and angelsjl were included as part and portion
butheof the liebLlessingsaings connected with it
buthilt now we do not need them

1 why rt because we are so en tight
ened we havuhave studied the scrip
ttturesirtis and become so ac

1 fainteduain tedled with them and alsoaiso wilhwith
iscie neeDee and everything else that
we do not need further

tiontion from the almighty we db not
I1i i need prophets in our day to foteforetell
1 bw the future we do not need

torstora to come forth and manifest to
us the word of god why we are
so enlightened the blaze of gos
pel light iaIs forth so brill-

ian
brill-

antautly we tlan get along
man learning without any revola

s r tion fronifrosi the heavens bavehave I1
not expressed before this

hionbion tion the real ideas of the two orox
dih three bundredbundled millions of chris

1tiang aoso called that live inili thetho
various civilized nation

1 now let us go back to the real
principles of to find out
whether they countenance and em
brace the visitationtati of angels
history informs us that before the
flood angels conversed with nienmen
ilsiksas one man would with another
and we findfina that abraham antiand
enoch conversed with god and
through faith enoch was translat-
ed from mortality to immortality
at the time of the deluge we
learn there was one man upon the
earth that received new revelation
from heaven and that behe and sov-

i
eev-

i entn others who bellabeliaseavba an Xhtahla
kt word were the only oAones esWorthyworthy to0

be spared from thetho terrible judg
montwent wwhichheleh for the time being

plaputpul an end to wickednesswickedness upon the
earthrth A revelator was spared
the only man among them that
couldcould commune with the heavens
and receive information from on
high

after the days of the flood we
learn that the lord mademadd to abra-
ham isaac and jacob gregreatat and
most precious propromisesmases prompromisesisem

concerning things of eternity and
things of thothethe earth these men
were called and esteemed the

friends of god they were per-
fectfecfee in their day and were
revelatorsrevelatory to whom angels came
and ministeredmin isterlatered the words of eter-
nal life they were the only ones
that received instruction from heav-
en by nownew revelation and who
were counted worthy in that daygay to
enjoy the divine approbation and
totd be called his friends

so likewise we may comedowncome down
to the days of moses and the child-
ren of israel who were in egypt
did the lord blessbiess them he did
in what waywaya by speakingg him-
self and also by to
administer in their emid t by
communicating revelationrevelatton by day
aradand by nighthight while the children p
israel sojournedsojourned in thetho Wilderwildernesshm
bytoy revelation they were
allali the ordinances and by revela-
tion they journeyed and when the
lord commanded them to pitch
their tents they remained in suehsuch
a plate until another revelation
waswaa rivengiveniven angels communicated
the things of god to that people
after they were brough to the
promised laudland and born genera
lion to generation the lord bentbeul
forth his angels to ininministeriLter among
his people prophet arterafter prophet
was raised up in their reapeulive
generations to declare the word of
the lord iuin the midst 0 all israel
and suchauch men were regarded as the
mouthpieces of god and so ilit
wahwaa continued until a few centar
loslea before chriscChri BC then canlecaine a
day of darkness then came a time
when becbecauseaulseauise of the wickedness orof
the people no anselaangela were shutabut no
re or prophets wewerere raised
up in the midst of the people the
consequences were the people
avrewere left tato without
the guidance of new revelation
audand instead titcitf building up and
establishing the kingdom ofofgusgudgod
they created man made systemswe sterns
dividing kofl into sects and parties
such as phariePharisphariseeseeseeb eaEs

etc numbering a great
iiicianyany li
andanil they estranged themselvess suso
far from the wayaways oi01 god andaud be-
came so wickedd anandd satanbatau hadbad so
inmuchu h controlcontri 0oververger thumthemm tuatthat when
curist came preaching to themthew the
everlastingeyerlasting gospel in all its im

and plainness he bundfound
them in14 such a conditionscondicondl llonastiona to toveleve
darkness latherfattier than light andband
they we ejelly preppreparedsredired to imbrue
their bands in the blood of the sav
aur of the world

we nindfind that after christ hadbad
established himhiu church that
continued tpto minister aldaud obeone of
thu ou a certain occasionocca ioniou
exhorted the former day saints to
be careful to entertain strangers
for in BOso doing bowesome hadbad entertain
ed angels unawares and we find
that during the first century of
the christian era angels frequent
jy appeared and weebiel
also 9rivengiven by the gift aupanoan poyer ofpr
the ly0 ghost which rested uponupun
ththea aposavosApostletiesSjJ for thotue guidance of
thethochurowChurch laulaul almaim testifies of
angels inn this wise are they not
all ministering spiritsspirlts sent forth
to minister for them who shall be
heirs pfaf 1 showing to
us clearly and Pplainly that these
celestial inhabitants of heaven
thesta pure sanctified beings that
dwell in thatho presence of 0god0d were
sent forth as authorized minwin stestostonN
of god to oboethose who be
heirs of balealsalvation here upon the
earth but by and by atteralter the
first century ofot the ChrichristianatiaaLia 1 era
the heavensbeavens brabrassas over
their heads again the voice of in-
spiration was heardbeard no more neith
er did the voice of angels salute
the earseara of mortals no visions
among thel people the vailvall of
darkness that hung over them in
consequence of the lords with-
drawing hia ministering agency
from the earth eoso befogged their
minds that they could no longer
gaze upon the glorgiorgloriousfouslous future

this state of apostasyapostaeystacy continued
until about the last half century of
the christian era and I1itt prevailed
more or less among all peoples
and the priests to whom the peo-
ple looked for spiritual light and
instruction have pepersistedresisted one andallinallali in teaching ththe people fromrom
generation to that the

bible was full thatwat the canon of
was closed andaud that ilit

was no m re beceanecessaryt ary for angels
to communicate with mannor that
the miraculous gifts and graces
that once adorned the church
ahouldshould be continued the people
settled down to this belief without
any evidevidenceenco or testimony of its
truthfulness andrit became a wide-
spread ailallandigiigl popular tradition and
the children even downdowa to our dady
have inherited these notions and
traditiontraditions of theintheir gathersfathers without
once questioning them they are
born in the children as it were
and they braireare educated and trained
in this belief and hence ibit has
become deeply rooted and musmusi
difficult for them to rid themselves
of

but again the long long silence
has bebeenen broken again thejhb voice ulof
angels has saluted the parsears of mor-
tal man and that too iulu fulfilment
of a prophecy uttered by john uhethe
reveRoverevelatorlailor whilewhilo under banishment
upon the isle 0off patmos while
there buffering for the gospelsgospetapela
sake thefordthe lord showed unto him
by vision things that should take
place upon the earth and amongper things that passed beforebelniw
bimhimNIP heeh bwkaw that after a length of
emeho darkness that would
essarey follow the rejection of the
gnypel byuy both jew and gentile and
thatthai must come upon the face utul
the whole earth would be gradual-
ly dispelled by a heavenly comma
nichnick lionLioa from gudgod tuto mamman and
from the chapter of

we learn the mallmailmannerherber iuin which
thisthia message should come from the
courts of heaven juhujohn speaks utof
the event iuin thi wicewile and I1 saw
another adgeadgelangel1 flylly in rhethe bi
heaven bavinghaving the everlasting
gospel to artach unto them tha
dwell on the earth and to everevery
natinationoti and kinkindredtiredifred and tongue
amtami people stylus with a
voice fear god and give glory to
him for the hour ofor his judgment
is come etc brangegrange aaats ilit may
seemeemsheemetm this angel spoken of illuslias
flown from heaven to earth pari
inglug asunder theitelie vailvalk of

ignorance and dolbi aandnd
bringing with bimhim fromfroot his ceteceleceles-
tial

s
abode glad tidingstidlid ings of greatgrent joy

duly authorizing man ouon the earth
to ththe same to all peoplespeopled of
every nation thisthip gospel com-
mitted by the angel hisslias been
prepreachedached among many nations
wherever they would receive the

0 thisthia leibeiheavenlyvenly mesmebmessagesag
Vi k hicebice of inspired mendenhaha
been heard afiandd thissilmissionaryaa

I1

ilyirylly
I1

labor has been faithfulfaithfullyy prprose cuucui
ed luring almost one haltbait of a vun
tury and the gospel willwin behip

preached until eveevery andnudud
tortot gue and people upon the mcpface of
our globe shall have the
of hearingheiring ebisthis glorgior luuislutis angelitangelicangelitelii
inesmessagesapesage

but sayssaya one this is your
testimonyony you say that au adgelangel
has come but we do not know it
you say that he has barougbroughti the

gospel but wawe 6gnotnot
knowltknow it what evidence have youyoa
to give us that we may kaow forfoy
gurspursourselvesselveselvea that an angel ha really
cocomeme bearing thtinsis messmessageageagn I1
will tell you how you may prove it
howbow every son and daughter ol01

adam now living may knew
whether therehere has been a divine
message calledcalifd the everlasting gosgs
pel sent from heaven to the inhab-
itants of the earth bybv a holy angel
do the will of your
eneri call upon his name and e
of him saying in your 0
lordbord hast thou indeed sent forth
from the heavens thine ehgange ac-
cording to the prediction bbyV thy
servant johnjobb bringing to man on
the earth the everlastingWastingeveevO gopel
and hast it p be
preachtd to everylevery peoplepeoble nation
and tongue under the wholebole beav
ena 2 isyouif you do this awallin allali honesthonesty
of heart and purpose you mayway all
kknownow for yourselves what doedoes
ttublib ilkd ggive1 ve uus8 khknowledge in our
day bby seeking unto him in
prayeprayerprayeryei why notnolnoff did hehd not
anciently in every dispensation
from the beginning down to the
closing uptip of the first century of
thelthe christian eraero knowl-
edge concconcerningerbing the truth he
diddiu and that ameamo god that gave a
knowledgeknowl edgr to his people anciently
will give a hilowknowledgeledge to you pro-
vided you will comply with his
wlwillI1 I1 I1 butbut 21 you mayinay saxeay 1

14 1inn or-
der that we may put such a ques-
tion to the lord we would like to
have some testimony t sufficient at
least to encourage uaus in making this
inquiry 1 I1 do riotnot know how
much youU want so far as t al
evidence is concerned he10 gave
abundance ol01 it belorebefore this church

arose the lord did not stifferbuffersuffer the
book of mormon to be sent forth to
the nationsstoto be published to all
people until hebe gave a testimony
to certain I1individual witnesses
howmannhow many four persons at leaiealeastA

the translator of the book joseph
smith and three other persons
martin harris oliver cowdery and
david whitmer they knewknow of a
surety and have given their testi-
mony in the beginning of this
record here then are four wit-
nesses what does jesus say
that in the two or three

witnesses every word shall be es-
tablished he saw proper how-
ever to give four but inquireinquires9
onuone may not these four witnesses
have been mistaken letbet us ex-
amine into the nature of their teates-
timony to see if there iiiji i any poss-
ibility of their being mistaken jo-
seph smith one otof these witnesseswitnessep
testifies that the angel came down
from heaven and that his counte-
nance was like lightning and theth
glory of god shone round abouaboutt
him and the angetoldHold him to
go to a certain hill not far from his
fathers house in the town of alan
chestercheater ontario county in the

tate of new york where he shouldh id
nindfind these an mentdent records plates of
gold containing the evereverlastinglug
gospel which was anciently

among the inhabitants of
hlahisthishia continent he obeyed hebe
went and found the records in the
very place which hadbad been show
nini ioin vision byb v the angel was
therethereanyany possibilityposs of josephjosephs
having been erececrecedeceivedived weve bayaaydayoay
no the circumstances were busuchh aaas
to preclude possibility of any
such deception the angel also
told him that with these plates
there was an instrument called the

and Thummims which would
enable him to translate the records
luto our language joseph accod

ththe work of translation bbe-
tween the deais 1827 and 1830

the ubeuteuee of this instrumentehaeta
which had been hiddenbidden up with
the plates could he be deceldeceivedveu I1when hebe got the plates before him
intently looking upon thetho
characcharacterstera engraved upon them
arlallaudandd also upon that most sirisingularguiargular
instrument thatho crim and thum
mim every man of common
bunsesenseae use posSesspossessingmg the least degree of i

judgjudgmentmenkmenI will at once eay aidbidait itjoljoi
waswan ootdot possibleposiblefible under these circlr
eumcumstances for him to be deceived
that the testimony given js true
andind the message divine or else he
was a boldboid impostor a man that
came forth purposely to deceive the
ptpeople

now in reirregardaTtlarii to the other three
wiwitnessestressestnesses they testify that in the
year 1829 after the platesplatpiateshadhad beenbeien
drajus that auan angel of god
appeared unto them clothed inlight and glory and boldholdholdingiuLg ththesetheneee
plates in Wshis handsbands turned them
over leaf after leaf showing them
the characters engraved thereon
and they alsoahoaiso say that while they
atoostoodd gazing liponupon this heavenly
beingbeinI1 in1a his glory in the
act of chowing them these gold
plates they heard a voice out of the
heavens proclaiming to them thaethai
tuetun plates had been translated cor-
rectly by the giftgilt and power of
god and what they baw and
heard they hearbear testimony to which
Is addressed tuiltuiitolljaijal I1 peoples oleveryof ever
nationnadon to whom this record the
book of mormon should go let
me ask was there any possibility
ofdf thenntheir being deceived if there
was then we might say all men of
ancient times who professed to have
seen angels wereviere deceived them-
selves butbutiI1Uod fript see that any-
thing could be more positive the

hachat given that there
should be three witnesses raised up
to bear testimony of the truth ofbf
thethebe recordrecords which purportarx to be
4a of the aborigine or the
ancientanini israelite that inhabited
Ills country the lord did sendsena
he angelaugel they saw him come

edwndown from beavenheavenheayen they saw the
tightfigh andtand glory thatthal radiated from
his countenance they heardbeard the
words of hisbib mouth they saw the
plates in the hands of this heavenly
personage andaud they could distin-
guish the characters en graved tpere-
on and they aioalsoalo heardbeard the voice
ofor the loid commanding them to
bear ibstestimony to nilall peoples of
what they bad seen and heardbeard ithey could not have been deceived
it was utterly impossible

thelithen here are four witnesswitnessesee all
bearing testimony to the divinity of
this work and as I1 have already
quoted to you the savior hasbits said
that evera word shall belie establisheq
nyoy the moumouthth of twoiwo or three wit-
nessesI1 the lord therefore diddi d
noti raise up thisthia church he did not

commence the organization thereof
until he hadbad given sufficient evi
dence to a sufficient number of wi-
tnesses to commence the establish
ment of this work

again josephJoEeph bmsmithith was COMcorn
of the lord to show thebethese

plateslates to eight other persons whovhresidesbesides the three referred to aiealeah
became witnesses to this work0
and their published testimony is
that they saw the plates and hariban
died them and they saw the
liar writing thereon which theythet
say had the appearappealappearancetancerance of
and ancient workmanship and
notwithstanding somebome of thesethebe wlwit
dessesnesses have fallen by the waywaysidesid
having been overcome by the power
of the adversary rendering them
selves unworthy of the fellow abil
of the latter day saints not a sibsin
gle one of them hasbas ever been knowl
to deny the testimony which thithi
havhavee borne concerning this mimaj
bellous occurrence liererhere thedthen
are twelve witnesses Is not thil
external evidence sufficient to saisal
iffy every inquiring houi whose
inartheart is honest before the lordloid
but I1 will refer you to still moiemole
when this work was first publishedpublishe
the lord callednailed upon these munmentimenth
go forth among the people pr-
oclaiming the gospel which thelithell
themselves had received promising
that all who would yyieldfeidfeld
thereto should receive the hilihilj
ghost which should confirm teitui

1

the entire satisfaction of the btbr 1

liever the testimony of linsetinse
ders and when this holy spirit
descended upon such people intianti
knew for themselves that thilithemiI1

men were servants of the
dodjod and that the power that irmellumel
upon them was indeed the huilhoil
gnoatot of which they hadbad read in11

the scriptureses how did I1

knowknew this it
divers gifts it enabled them to

lay their handsbands upon the sick n
bilking in the name of jesus urtk
disdiseasebeasefease andaind the sick were restom
to health you may say imalmaimagegirn i

tion had something to ludo iti i

the sickbick imagined themselves beibet

terler and they got be-
lter

be-
tter butbul letlot meale testify thatthai little
awant children not tacapablepable of ex

the powers of imagination
have been healed in theihu tame man-
ner andanil by the same power which i

waswag the power of Aialmighty god
araniaianiTested through his bervservantsanttautt I1

and these first elderaeiden of thelthe
church were thus enabled to co-
nvert to10 a knowledge of our I1laiti
multitudes otof people who at1
themselves could bear testimony
to the divinity and utu

this latter day work having r-
eceived the assurances of

this comforter which bearisbearabt arsara retortrecord
ut the things or thethy father aud iiiin i

this manner this whole community
have levereceivedived thuth knowledge they
testify of and hence we become to

use a biblical term a great cloudcloua of

witnesseswitnessesi whose testtestimonyi mony is in

force toclocta the whole world whether 1i

ththeyey receive I1ict orr rejectact I1itt tI1 have now laidaid before you ev-
idence to eexcite the prin i

ciple of in yur hearts provid-
ed you davelbeave ia genuine desirodesire to S

know ofoft thuihu doctrine we teach as
to whether it be of0 god or madmanyou havehava the testimony of twelve i

men to begin with bebeidesbesidesidesldes thetha tebtes
1

otof scores of thousandsthousandssanda koflof

men and women that have received i

the holy ghost through obedobedienceleme
to the piim the gospel
whose orthis iatterlatter daidaj
work enables them alsoaiso to10 testis
loathe truth of it and the tetest
monymoby of this t eopleleople speaks as wiltwil
the voice bt thunder to all nations
and londeatonu ea to the gilbeteuact thatthai god
baahaa spoken from the eternal world
and that hebe has sent his angeliangeii
agagainlu to earthi to commit to wail
the everlasting gosgospelVej if so r-
emarkable

r-ev rep

maimarkablekabie a testimony of tween
men tutogethergether with the united te-
stimony ofor a cy so large id

we arelisare is notvot sufficient to clesto
faith in your bennsbeans that god buhas

indeed commcommencedencee his great and

marvellousmarcellousmarv ellous andund strange work and A

wonder in our day then what
would awaken up the people to A

sense of the fact there can be DO

excuse for who hearbear and re

jeet the testimony and teaching otof

tho elders of this church for tiothe

cry hashaa been raised thesthesea madymany
years and it cannot but have a

striking effect upon all honest
hearted people because of its sin-
gularitygu larity audand fairness for the
lse iti ifit you have sufficient falthfaithtaltfall
ioto wallwail ulonul on oud antlanti asa himhial YOUyon

may
andald youyoa calicai receive ihal which su

peCe eues faith or belief yfy A oabcab
knownow of a surety that he has in-
deed visited the earth again in thebothese


