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* A very sirange thing has hap-
Fenad'iny our day—a work that is

put an end to wickedness upon the
earth. _A revelator was spared—

the only man among them that
could commune with the heavens,

and receive information from on

&f;:er the days of the flood, we

learn that the Lord made to Abra- |

ham Isaac and Jacob great and
most precious promises—promises
conceroning things of eternity and
things of the earth, These men
were called and esteemed the

considered by the Latter-day Saints, 1 «riands of God;” they were per-

and by aff'people to be a marvel

ous work and a wonder;

| ~ | fect in their day, and th
something | ravelators, to whom ange

- were
came

almost entirely unexpected by the|ang ministered the words of eter-
great mass of the human family,| a1 )ife, They were the only ones

something which our fathers were |} q¢ received instruction from heav- |

ot looking for has happened in
::;lha land. What is.it? God has

sent an angel from heaven. What, enjoy the divine approbation, and |
! to be called His friends.

an angel in the Jatter-days, com
from heaven! Yes. What a strange

thing! How different from the tra- | ¢4

en by new revelation, and who
were counted worthy ino that day to

So likewise we may come down
the days of Moses, and the child-

ditiens of our fathers, for seventeen | yon of [srael who were in Egypt.

centuries past! Tell

: people of this| njd the Lord bless them? He did.
generation that God has sent a1 what wa

y2. By speaking him-

holy angel communicating his will | ge]f, and also by sendivg -angels to

to man, and they will be ready to|gqminister in their mid
They bhave|communicating

laugh you to scorn.
formed an idea in their own hearts

that angels were no more to mino-

messages frommw heaven to be sent
by them; uno voiee of the Lord to

s by
revelation by day

and by night while the ehildren of

! Israei sojourned in the wilderpess;
ister to the human family. NO|py revelation they were taught.in

all the ordinances, and by revela-

tion they journeyed; and when the.
be heard again speaking to man oo | [,ord commanded them to pitch
the earth} no more revelations to their tents, tthF remained in such

be given; no more prophets Lo bely place, until another revelation

raised up, and no more seers and

- revelators to make known aud pro- | the thiogs of God to
claim the will of 'heaven to the|gafter they
Such were the traditions | Ppromised 1.

people,
of our fathers; such were the vradi-
tions of sume two or three huandred
millions of people, calling them-
selves Chrisuans. Speak to thewm
about more of the word ot God, to
be given to the human family, the
universal idea and exclamation of
the nations of Chiisteudom would
be, ‘‘the canon of Scripiure is rull.”
Who told thew this? irom what
source did they get their informa-
tivu? Did the Lord ever reveal this
to them, or is it a creavion of their
own lwagination? Did you ever
hear a single 1udividual, even'the
Mosy Jearued, aud wisest of them
prove wuis assertion vy the diviue
wiitiugs? Did you ever hear ot
anly lay wember, miulster or priest
naviug suLstauliated Lhese ideas
aud tradilivns, 10 aecordance wicth
.:ju.;-;plul‘u aud reasou? NETEI‘,
Lie Ved, Aud the -imple reasou

why,is, beeuse they have no proof
Or evidoute w susiala Lhelr posl-

tion. Theie 18 not a wan liviog,
however jearued he may be, how-
ever lamillar with the 8ciiptures ol
Jdiviue wJruth-ne way Le; thal cau
briug one wdea, vy way ol provf,
sppouis bhese urditloxs.  Anu yel,
Bow geueral aod uwviversal the e
thivgs bave been circulaved AMuug
the nations, and imoibed by tLhe
humuan family, as though they
were real tiuths!

When the Latter-day Saints
came forth forty-eight years agv,
testifying that God nad sent an an-
gel irom heaven, how unexpecied!
how 8strauge to this generatioun!
Say they, *“IT'ne Lord once had a re-
ligion ou tne earth, aud angels
were included as part and pertion
of the blessings connected with it;
but now we do not need them.”
Why? “Because we are so eniight-
ened. We havestudied the Seri
tures aud become so effectualiy ac-
quainted with them and also with
science and everything else, that
we do not need further instiuc-
tion from the Almighty: we do not
need prophets in our day to foretell
the future: we do not need revela-
tors to come forth and manifest to
us the word of God.” Why, we are
so enlightened! The blaze of gos-
pel light is shining forth so brill-
1antly, we ¢€an get along with hu-
man learning without any revela-
tion from the heavens.” Have ]
not expressed before this congrega-
tion the real ideas of the two or
three hundred millions of Chris-
tians, so called, that live in the
various civilized nations?

Now let us go back to the real
principles of tnhe gospel, to find out
whether they countenance and em-
brace the visitation of angels.
History informs us, that before the
flood angels conversed with men,
as one man would with another.
And we find that Abraham and
Enoch conversed with God; and
through faith Enoch was translat-
ed from mortality to immortality.
At the time of the deluge, we
Jearn there was one man upon the
earth that received new revelation
from heaven; and that he and sev-
en others who believed on his
word, were the only ones worthy to

was given., Anpgels communicated
tbat people,
were brough: to the
aud, and fiom genera-
tion to generation the Lord seut
forth his angels to mini~ter among
his people. Prophet aiter prophet
Was raised up in tbeir respective
generations to declare the word of

the Lord in the midst o' all Lsrael;

s | consequences were,

P-|ly appeared

be spared from the terrible judg-
ment, which, for the time being,

apd such men were regarded as the
wouthpieces of God. And so it
was continued, until a few centur-
ies before Christ. Then came a
day ef darkness; then came a tiwe
when, because of the wickeduess ot
the people, no angeis were sent, no
revelators or prophets were raised
up in the midst of the people. The
the people
were left e themselves without
the guidance of new revelation,
aud iostead of building up and
establishing the kiungdom of Ged,
tbey created man made systems,
dividipg off into sects and parties,
such as Phari-ees, Sadducees, Es-
senees, eble,, numbering a great
many Aifferews  dawamipations
Anu they esiranged themselves so
far from the ways o1 God, and be-
came 8o wicked, and Batan had so
much contrul over them, that whewu
Cunrst came preachiog o thew the
everiasting gospei io all s ~im-
pheity and plai.uess, he ‘ound
them in such a condiuon a~ Lo Jeve
darkness jatber than hght, and
they were iully prepared to imbrue

ior of the world,

We find, that after Christ had
established his Chureh, that angels
coutinued to minister; aud one of
the Apostles, ou a certain occa-ion
exhorted the former-day Saints to
be careful to entertain strangers;
for in 80 doing sowe had enteriain-
ed angels unawares. And we find
that, during the first century of
the Christian era, angels frequent-
y Aud revelations were
also given by the gift an' power of
the Holy Ghost which rested upon

the ‘Apostles; for the guidance of
the Church. Paul also testifies of

angelsin this wise: ‘‘Are they not
all ministering spirits, sent ferth
to minister for them who shall be
heirs ' of salvation?”’ Showing to
us. clearly and
celestial inhabitants of heaven,—
these pure sanctified beings that
dwell in the presence of God were
sent forth as authorized ministers
of God to those who shouuld be
heirs of salvation here upon the
earth, But by and by, after the
first century of the Christian era,
he heavens became as brass over
their heads again. The veice of in-
spiration was heard no more, neith

er did the voice of angels salute

the ears of mortals. No visions
among the people, the wvail of

darkness that hung over them, in|the Christian era, impart a knowl-
consequence of the Lord’s with=|edge

Jrawing his ministering agency
from the earth, so Befogged their
minds, that they could no longer
gaze upon the glorious futare.

This state of apostacy continued,
until about the last half century of

the Christian era, and it prevailed |

more or less among all. peoples.
And the priests, to whom the peo-
pie looked for spiritual light and
instruction, have persisted oue and
all in teaching the people, trom

Igenemtiun to generation, that the

i

t

arose. The Lord did not suffer tha’
Book of Mormon to be sent forth tro1
the nations to be published to all
people, until he gave & testimony
to certain individual witnesses,

Bible was full, that the canon of
seripture was closed, aud thatit
wus no more necesary for angels
to communicate with man,nor that

the miraculous gifts and graces,
that once adorned the Church,
should be continued. The people
settled down to this belief without
any evidence or testimony of its
truthfulness, and it became a wide-
spreaa and, pepular tragition; and
the children even dowu to our day,
have inherited these notions and
traditions of their fathers without
once questioning them; they are
born in the children, as it were,
and they are educated and trained
in this belief, and bhence it has
become deeply rooted, and mous:
difficult for tbem to rid themselves
of.

But again the long, long silence
has been broken, again the voice ol
angels has ealuled the ears of mor-
tal man, and that too iu fulfilmeut
of a prophecy uttered by John the
Revelator, while under banishment
upon the Isle of Patmos. While
there suffering  for the gospel’s
sake, the® Lord showed unto him,
by vision, things that should take
place upon the earth, And among
other things  that passed befure
him, he saw Lbat, after a length of
time the darkness that would nec-
epparily follow the rejection of the
gospel by both Jew and Geuntile, and
Lthat must come upou the face vl
the whole earth, would be gradual-
ly dispelled by a heavenly commu-
nication from God to man. Aud
from the 14th chapter of Revela-
tivns we learn the wan®eriv whieh
this message should come from the
courts of heaven., Jobp speaks ot
the event iu this wise. “And I saw
anvther angel fly in (he midst u1
heaven, haviug the everlastiug
guspel to preach unto Lthewn tha
dwell on the earth, and to every
natiou, and Kkindred, aud tongue
auvd people, Sayiug with a ouu
voice, Fear God and give glory to
him; for the bour of his juugmeul
is come,” ete. Sirange as it may
seem, this angel spoken of, Lus
flown from heaven to earth, pari-
ing asander the wvali of super-
stitiou, ignorance and doubt, and
brivgmg with bim from his celes- |
tial aboue, glad tidings of great joy, | ivstrument, the Urim and Tbum-
duly authonzing man ou the earth | mim? Every man of common
to presch the same to all pevples of | seuse, possessing the least degree of
every nation. This Gospel com- [judgment, will at once say that it
mitted by the angel has been | was wvot poseible, under these cir
preached among many nations; | cumstances, for him to be deceive
wherever they wouid receive the

How many? Four persons at least
—the translator of the book, Joseph
Smith, and three other persons,
Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery and
David Whitmer. They knew of a
~urety, and have given their testi-
mony in the beginning of this
record. Here, then, are four wit-
vesses., What does Jesus say?
“Tbat ip the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word shall be es-
fablished.” He saw proper, how-
ever, to give four. ‘“But,” inquires
one, “‘may not these four witnesses
have been mistaken/” Letus ex-
amine into the nature of their tes-
timony, to see it there is any possi-

seph Bmith, one of these witnesses,
testifies that the angel came down
from heaven, and that his counte-
DALCe WAS Ii&ﬂ lightning, and the
glory of God shone round about
him. And the angeltold him to
go to a certain hill, not far from his
fatber’s house, in the town of Man

chester, Ontario County, in the
State of New York, where he should
find these ancient record-—plates of
go'd, coniaining the everlasing
gospel, which was anciently
preached among the inhabitants of
‘his continent. He obeyed; he
weunt and found the records in the
very pluce which bhad been shown
nim ip vision by the angel. Was
there, any poseibility of Joseph’s
having been deceived? We ray,
No; the circumstances were such as
to preclude the porsibility of any
such deception. The angel also
told him that with these plates
there was an instrument called the
Urim and Thummim, which would
enable him to translate the records
iuto eur language. Joseph accom-
plished the work of translation be-
tween the yeams 1827 and 1830,
turough the ure of this instrument,
which had been hidden up with
the plates. Could he be deceiveu,
when be got the plates before him,
|ivtently lovking upon the peculia;
characters engraved upon them,
aud aleo upon that most singular

their bands in the bloed of the Sav- |

plainly that thes: |cording to the prediction by thy |thing could i more positive. The

Ipraye:?”” Why wnot? Did he not

and the ‘message divine, or else he
Voere 4bha vaice of inspired men ha- | Was & bold impostor, a man that
been heard; and this missionary | came forth purposely to deceive the
labor has been faithfully prosecui | pevple.
edluring almest one halt of a ¢¢n-| Now in regard to the other three
tury. And the gospel will,. bei}Witnesses. They tes'ify thatin the
preached uniil ever) pation and year 1829, after the plates had been
tor.gue and people upon the face of | rausiated, that an. angel of God
our globe sball bave the privijege | 3ppeared unto them, clothed in
of hearing tbis glorivus angelic [Uigbt and glory, and bolding these
D3 £88AKE. ¥ plates in bis hands, turned them
‘‘But,” says one, ‘““this is your|over leaf after leaf, showing them
testimony; you say that an ange] |the cbaracters engraved thereon.
has come, but we do not know it; | And they also say that while they
you say that he has brought. the|stood guazing upon this heavenly
everlasting gospel, but wWe do.not | being, eluthed in his glory,in the
kpow it. Whatevideuce have you |act of showivg them these gold
to give us, that we may kpow for | Plates, they heard a voice out of the
ourselves Ihat, an nngﬁl hu,- I'EH.“? heavens pmﬂlﬂimiﬂg to th&m that
come bearing this message?” [ |the plates had been travslated cor-
will tell you bow yeu may prove it, | rectly, by the gift and power of
bow every son and daughter of |God. Anrd what they =aw and
Adam now Jiving may know {heardtheybearlestimony to, which
whether there has been a divine |is addressed to all peoples of ever,
message, called the everlasting gos- | Dation to whom this record—the
pel, sent from heaven to the inhab- | Book of Mormon—should go. ILet
itants of the earth, by a holy angel. | me ask, Was there any possibility
Do the will of your Fatherin heay |0f their being deceived? If there
en; call upon his name, and inguire | was, then we might say all men of
of him, saying in your hearts: O |ancienttimes who professed to have
v.ord, hast thou indeed sent forth |seen angels were deceived thew-
from the heavéns thine sngel, ac-|selves. But 1 do not see that any-

vearer8 o this heavenly message,

promise had bgen given that there
should be three wiiuesses raised up
to bear testimony of the truth of
these records, which purport to be
a history of the aborigiues, or the

servant John, brieging toman on
the earth the everlasting gospel?
and hast thou communded it to be
preached to ‘every people, naiion

bility of their beipg mistaken, Jo- |8

commence the organization thereof
until he bad given sufficient eyi.
dence to a sufficient number of wit.
nesses to commence the establish.
o Again, Joseph Smith

A Osep m Was com.
manded of the Lord to show thess
lates to eight other persons who,

des the three referred to,aly

became witnesses to this work
And their published testimony js
that they saw the plates nndn{u.
dled them, and they saw Lhe pecy
liar writing thereon, which the
say had the appearance of curiog
and ancient workmanship. Aug
notwithstanding some of these wit
pesses have fallen by the wayside
having been overcome by the pows
of the Adversary, rendering tbem:
selves nnworthy of the Iellnwaﬂla
of the Latter-day Saints, not a =i
leone of them bas ever been know;
to deny the testimony which the
bave borne concerning this mas
vellous oceurrence. Here, th
are twelve witnesses. Is not (
external evidence sufficient to sup.
isfy every inquiring soul whos
beart is honest before the Loid
But 1 will refer you to still moe
When this work was first publisheq,
the Lord called upou these men i
go forth among the people, pio
claiming the gospel which they
themselves had received, promising
that all who woeuld yield obediere
thereto should receive the Hdly
Ghost, which should confirm, &
the entire satisfaction of the b
liever, the testimony of these sk
ders. And when this Holy Spini
descended upou such people, Loey
tnew for themselves that (hes
men were servauts of the liviyg
God, and that the power that resiey
upon them was iudeed the Huly
Gnost, of which they bad readiy
the Scriptures. How did gy
knew this? Because 1t muaullesig
divers gifts. It enabled them §
lay their hands upon the sick,®
buking in the name of Jesus
disease, and the sick were res

(o health. You may say imagi
tion had something Lo do with wl
the sick imagined themselves bel
ter, and cous<quently tuey got bel
ter. But let we testify that litle
iufant cbildren, not capable of ex-
creising the powers of imagination,
have been healed in the :ame man-
ner, and by the same power, wbich
was the power or Aiumiguty God,
manifested through his servauts,

4: [ And  these first YEilders of the

. ¥
that the testimony given is true, E;III:I'?; :Bkr:nl#ﬂﬂu :;m;lidu:ﬂlm
]

multitudes of }mupla who, W
themselves, coulu bear testimony
to the divinity aud truthiuiues o
this latter-day work, haviug e
ceived Lhe convinciuyg assurances of
this Cemforter, whieh bears recon
vf the things of the Father. Aud iy
this mapner this whole commuuity
have 1eceived the knowledge thej
Lestify of, and bence we becowe, W
use & bibiical term, a great cloua ol
witnesses, whose tesuimony is i
force to the whole world, whethe
they receive it or reject it.

I have now laid before you evi
dence suflicient 10 excite the prin
ciple of fauith in ycur hearis, provid
ed you beve a genuine desire
know of the docurine we teach,ss
to whether it be of Ged or man
You have the testimony of twelve
meun to begin with, besides the tes
timony ot seores of thousands o
men and women that have receivel
the Holy Ghost through obedieu
to the iequirements of the gospel
whose kuowledge of ‘this latver-d
work enables them also 10 tes
to'the truth of it. And the t
moby of this people speaks as wi
the voice of thunder to all nation
and tongues, 1o the effect thay Gol
has spoken from the eternal worlds
and that he has sent his anges
again 1o earth to comsmit to s
the everlastivg gospel. If so
markable a testithony of twel#

and tongue under the whole heav- |
ens? If you do this, in all bonesty
of heart and purpose, you may all
know for yourselves. *““What! does|the avgel; they saw bim come
the Iverd give us knowledge in our|down from heaven; Lhey saw the
day by seeking unto .him _ in|lightand glory that radiated from
his countenance; they heard the
words of his mouth; they saw the

éwieut, Israelites, that inhabited
is country. The Lord did send

apciently, in every dispensation
from the beginniog, down to the

i

¢losing up of the first century of | personage, and they could distin-
Birist . guish the characterséngravean there-
concerning the truth? He
diu; and that same God that gave a
knowledgr to his people anciently,
will give a knowledge to you pro-
vided you will comply with his
will. “Buat,” you may say, ‘‘in or-
der that we may put such a ques-
tion to the Lord, we would like to
have some testimony; sufficient ai
least to encourage us in makiog this
inquiry.,” I do not Enow bhow
much you want. So far as eXxternal

of the Loid commanding them to
bear testimony to all peoples of
what they bad seen and heard.
They could not have been deceived,
it was utterly impossible.

Then here are four witnesses, all
bearing testimony to the diviuity of

uoted to you, the =avior has said,
that everv word shali be established
oy the mouth of two or three wit-

plates in the hands of this heavenly |

ou; and they also heard the voice |j

nesses, The Lord, therefore, d.d

evidence is concerned, he gave _
juut,miﬁa up this Chuieb, he did uot |

abundance of it belore this church

men, together with the uniteu tes
timony of & comuwuniity so large s
we are, 18 not suflicient to cieslt
faith in your heats that God hs
indeed commenced his great and
marveilous and strange work and#
wonder in our day, then whal
would awaken up the people 1o #
sense of the fact? There can bedd
excuse for thuse who hear and
ect the testimony and teachingdl
the Klders of this church; for the
cry has beeun . raised these maby
years, and it cannot but bhave &
striking effect upon all honest
hearted people, because of its sl
gularity and lairness; for the piom-
ise is, 1f you have sufficient faith

this work, And, as [ bave already | to «all upon God anu ass him, you

yuuuselves may oviaina testimonyy
aud you can receive that which su
Ceues lailth or belief—you cuR
LW of a surety thai be has io-
deed visited the earih again 1n these



