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[REPORTED BY ARTHUR WNTER.|

i alwats & source of eatisfactiun
;mldt ;;B]e':surgto me to meet with the
Lotter-day Baints. I did nui expect to
be called upon to speak to you todey,
as ] had the opportunily ol doiug su
last Suuday; but in standiog before

ou 1 vesire, as | always do while ad.
dressing the Baints, that 1 may bave
the beneflt of your faith and prayers,
that the good Bpirit may be preseut
with us, aod that we may be matually
penefited anod strengthened in our
most holy falth through having met
together today. Some of the peopls, [
Enow, think it is almust 1 sst phrasze
with the apeakers to call for the faith
and prayers of the Saluta, but I
wish to say that L think there is
altogether too much 9f . & neglect
on the partof the people in supplicativg
the Lord to bless aod inspite thuse who
may speak. On occasioni of this kind
we are gulity, ns a rule, of not eon-
centrating out thoughts and our feel.
ings upon the spesker and desiring
earnestly and prayerfully thut he may
be blessed of the Linrd. I plead guilty
myself to occasionully forgetting, while
my brethren ale speaking, to pray to
the Lord to bless them by His Holy
Spirit. 1 know from experivnce that
po Elder stands up to address the
Saints, il he has n sincere desire to
benefit them, without earoestly de-
siring Lhe faith and prayers of the
people. 1 knew thatif [ were to cun-
gult my own feellngs, I would prefer
to keep my seal instead of addresslng
the people. Those of you who have
been calied upon lo spesk to the
Haints can lully 2ppreciate this
feeling, beCause you have no
douht experienced tt. There is-a
dread apd a timidity that Tfollow
all of us when we stand up hefore the
people to(’)rocluim unito them the plan
of life nud ealvation. I suppose it 18
well that such is the case, because we
realize our own dependeuce, our own
wamk ness, atid our own inability to in-
struct those that we speak to without
the aid of tkwe Holy Bpirit. This fear
thatfollows me on Bll vccaslons while
addressing the 8alnts is something that
I do not experience in the ordinary
affairs of lite. Tostand up before the
people and ppesk to them upon busi-
pess matters, or, ns I have done in

years gone by, make politionl
speeches in tbe interests of the Peo-
ple’s Party, has not worried me at all.
That ti vidity aud dread which ae-
companies me in speaking to the people
about their duties and upoa the (gospel
did vot come to me on these other
occasiona. [ understood the subject that
I expected to-handle, I knew exnctly
the polnts that I desired to make, and
I got up and pitched into my work, as
It were, without hesitation. I am
tbankful myself that this spirit of
timidity bay always attended me in
my public epeaking te the Liatter-day
Bulnte, because I never want to be in
a position where I do not fesl n desire
that the light and the jospiration of
God may sbide with me in speaking
tothe people. I know I cannot cum-
prehend that whish is for the best good
of the people, but through the voice of
inspiration. In  response to the
prayers of the aseembled 8aints, I do
kpow that God will bless me rnd
others that stand before you from time
to time to proclaim uuto you the duties
and the ebhligations that you owe to
your Maker. 3

"L wish tosay thatin preaching to the
Latter-day Biints concerning theduties
devolving upou them ns members of
the Church of Christ, all Lthat T say to
them I proclalm to myself. While
procislmisig ts the Latter-dny Baints
the obligations restlng upon them, 1
bave been admonished o more atrong-
ly desire the onward advancement of
God’s klngdom than I have sometimes
in listening to my brethren and sisters
apeak. Why? Because of the wmpirit
that has beeo given to me, and because
of feeling my own dependence upon
Qod, and belng bLlessed of Him in
teaching the Buiots. The blessings of
the Bpitit that have come L® me have
strengthened my determination lo
press forward to tbe hest of my ability
10 discharglng the duties that rest up-
on me as one o! the members of the
Chureh of Christ. We are al) differ-
ently possessed of tale .t8 and ability.
(God has given to some greattalent in
wititing In defense of the people. He
brs given others talent in standing
up and proclalming the QGospsl
He has glven to others talents in at-
tending to the daily dutles develving
upon us as metnbers of the (Jhurch.
If atl o! us, to the full extent of the
tnlents that God has given us, shall
dlecharge uverf obligstlon  resting
upon us in this life, then when we
shall have finished our work here we
willhave a joyful eutertug inté the

presence of (God. The welcom= that
we shail regelve will be a cordial one,
and we will be satiefled and contented
with the laborathat we buve perform-
ed. But if, on the other hani, we
have been endowed by our heavenly
Father with yifts and gracea, and we
bave been negligent and indifferent
ncd have not lavored with wll the
abllity that we possessed, there will be
a constant sJurce of regret. We never
neglect our duties without there cornes
to us & pubishment of c¢ousclence.
There 18 8 joy, n happiness, n peace

and o satiefaction Ltohat come to
the bhuman  hear{ through Lthe
fulfllment of the dutles devulving

upon uas that briug a great dea! of
comfort. I[f o man has the assurance
withiin his own bheart that be is wor-
thy, nnd that be s laboring to the best
of his ability to do good, be can etand
up under the condemnpation, the crit-
iclam and the censure of those by
whom be iz surrounded. Bu!if a man
does not know within himeslf thst hls
consclence §3 vold of offunee, if he has
not a testimony of the Gospel within
him, il he s not anxious to Iabor for
the spread of rlgbteocusness, he is not
happy, be ia noi satlsfled, although
perchance he may have the praise, the
commendation and the support of all
nis associates and of the community
in which he lives. Far belter, my
friends, that we shall be able to so
order our livee that we will bave con-
sclences vold of offense; that we can
suppltcate our Heavenly Father to

gutde and direct uz in all
the wnalka of iife, apd can
feel that we are blessed of Lhe

Lord, than it is for usato bave the
praise nnd approval of the community
in which we Jive. The rewnrd of n
man’s conscience 18 far bette: than the
praise of those who cannot read his
heart. I know Lhat soms of the labars
that I have endeavored to accompllsh
have brougzhbt upon me the criticism of
the Latter-day Saints; yel, knowing
that these lubors were Ino the interest
of the Ohatch of (God, [ was willing,
rather than to step aslde and not try to
secomplish that which [ felt assured
was for the good of ths ®)mmunity, to
stand up under the criltcism many
times of syme of my deareat friends.
We have come upon Lhe earth for the
purpose of gainlng an experience. . We
have been placed upon this earth be-
caugs of our faithfuloness in baving
koept onr first estate. The lahora that
we porformed in the sphere that we
left hefore we came here have had



