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abeaateeltoto gold they put on all the colors
of viethe rainbow and after his mpmajestyjesty
the lord of the heavens had retired be-
hind the palmettostos these colors were
transferred to the sky the golden silver
of the clouds being only surpassed by
thetee rippling golden waves which the
motionmorion cf our steamer drove out upon

sands of the shore A littlethe silvery
LAWlater on the moon came up and the
tropical scene became more weirdly
beautiful the trees were loaded down
with Sspanishanish moss which hung like
sableable siversilver beards from their numerous

bibranchesranches the palmettostos with their

talltalk round trunks bore aloft their palmy
heads iniin the moonlight and the only

berdbeaird were the rush of the steamthings
h the waters and now and then

the
er abroaplassplashK of a crocodile as it crawled up

the bank
after leaving the st johns we crossed

to the indian river and vis-

it
the country
cited what is peperhapschaps the finest orange
bewon of florida senator sherman
slidmd the rest ofcf us wandered about

the orange groves picking theamong the trees andfruit from eatinglusciousSyremember senator sherman told
peel an orange and at oneus how to

time there was quite a discussion among
way to eat this verythe properwasts as to

juicy fruit
at the stations i along the railroads we

otof queer characters theremet all sorts
1 negro bos selling flowerswere littlittle

were manylanyM admirers who came
Afilid thereup in order to shake senator Shershermanashermansmans
ilitandiod I1 remerememberaber the postmaster of

4sue town where we stopped who
thievesthievedue

the cisdistinction of bringing the
baah to senator Man dersons face the

man was I1 judge about thirtyyoung
and he hhadad a voice like a caloldyearsean gen manderson hebaoe As be saw

nashed UP to him and held out his hand
abw senator I1 think you are the

ever lived I1 like alltranroan whoreafa stt
aches and I1 have a stack of themor SIX
gis big as a four dollar bible

tbIU nebraska senator blushed and he
the more when the young man

bean to quote from his speeches and to
abowbow that he was really telling the

truth
we sailed from florida to havana inin

the little steamer mascot stopping for a
uwetime at key west A great part otof the
vege was taken during thehe night and

awoke we were in of hawhenwen we
yana senator sherman ond all the

on deck as we steamed bypu ty were
moroawro Ccastleastle and as we came to ananchorclor

sent by thea steam launch governor

zerebenerald in honor of vice presidentent sher
MAPPman as the cuban papers had it car
ried us to the shore we were
landed in a sort of a court surrounded
bytowby low red tidd cuban buildings dirty
children coffee colored and black hilfhalf
naked sprawled here and there about
I1se court and at one end of it a sho
maker was working at his trade in the
open SATair wtwe rode in victorias through
the narrow streets to pi age hotel and
ate after the custom of the coun ry our
ant breakfast of orangesorange coffee and
rolls in a place which looked for all the
worldorld like a barroom our hotel was
the bilbiggest hotel in havana it would

be a in america it was dec-
orated in the brightest of colors sena-
tor had a room which was
finished in sky blue senator palmershalmersPalmers
room was painted a rich indian red and
toy own room was as yellow as gold
fan halls wereoomre paved with marble tiles
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there was no plaster on the ceilings and
the windows were as bizbig almost as the
sides otof the room and on account of
the heat they were kept open day and
night our beds were of iron and the
mattresses were as hard as boards I1
was told that most cuban beds had no
mattresses the sheets are stretched
on wire frames and one of the members
of our party who was rather longer than
the average told me that the sheet that
was under him was no bigger than a nap
kin and that it kept him from sleeping
by working out from under him and
leaving his bare legs upon the naked
wire

we were treated with great honor by
the cubans As soon as we arrived the
captain general sent a request for sena-
tor sherman to bring his party and call
upon him informally he afterward in-
vited us to his palace and gave us a
luncheon the captain general at this
timeime was receiving a salary equal to that
of our president and his
were I1 was told such that he usually
became very rich within a few yearsyearn
this captain general had a fine resi-
dence in the suburbs of havana and

I1 we rode out in state to visit him we
passed down the paseomaseo de tacon the
champs elysee of havana going by
carriagescarnages containing beautiful spanish
ladies by swell turnouts driven by
coachmen in livery until about a mile
from the edge of the city we reached
the captain generals house it was sur-
rounded by groves of great palm trees
the wide driveway was guarded by
soldiers and flowers and tropical plants
of all kinds were scattered about the
lawns through which we passed sena-
tor sherman was first received he
bad some conversation with the captain
I1general a and little later on the captain
general appeared with his family and
the party was introduced to them
none of the senators spoke french or
spanish and the captain generals
family did not speak english mrs
general mccook however who is quite
a good french scholar acted as inter-
preter and we got on very well one
of the curious incidents of the occasion
was the bringing in of the captain gen-
erals little granddaughter

this was a baby of five months it
was a ververyy bright baby and took
especially to senator palmer the
senator jumped it up and down upon
his knee with all the skill of a grand
mother nurse the baby laughed at
him and strange to say stuck to him
throughout the visit and would have
nothing to dewith the other gentlemen
olof the party I1 dont remember that
senator sherman made any adadvancesvances
andtand indeed it was my impression that
he was rather afraid to do so though he
did drink a toast to the mother of the
baby at the dinner when it was stated
that though the little one was spanish
she had been bornbom in new york in
company with the captain general we
visited his stables where his two mag

ent arabian horses were brought
out and put through their paces to the
delight of the senators that night we
came again to the captain generals
house to a reception and dance where
we met the leading people of the city

during our stay in havana arrange
ments were made to visit some of the
large sugar plantations of the island it
was planned that we should start out
early one morning and go to a planta-
tion quite a distance away from havana

this plantation was in a rather lonesome
district and torfor some reason or other
at the last moment the plans were
changed and another sugar estate select
ed we afterward learned that a band
of brigandsbrigandebrigands had made all their arrange
ments to capture senator sherman and
his party and hold them for ransom
this seems almost incredible but there
is little doubt but that the danger was a
serious one and that had we made the
triptri we aou d have been attacked and
probablypro ably captured the bribrigandebrigandsbandsgands of
course did not understand I1thee serious
thing they were about to attempt they
were an ignorant set of desperate men
and had not our plans been changed
they might have perpetrated such an
outrage as would have brought about
great international complications
senator sherman seldom refers to this
matter but I1 have reason to think tha
he appreciates the fact that his liberty
and possibly his life had a narrow eres-
cape that day

we spent a great deal of time in shop
ping in havana the senators al
bought panama hats and senator sher-
man wore his panama throughout the
remainder olof the voyage the buying
of things of this ind in cuba is a ques-
tion olof bargaining the stores of
havana open out upon the street and if
they had divans in them they might re-
mind you otof the bazars of cairo the
merchants dicker as much as the turks
do and we were usually charged three
times what the merchants expected to
get I1 dondontdonitit know how much senator
sherman paid for his hat but I1 remem-
ber that senator palmer was asked smt
for a linen coat he offered 2 and the
cuban salesman finally told him he
could have the coat for to4 we visited
the cigar factories and bought havana
cigars directly from the hands of the
makers the factory where we made
our purchase turned out we were told

cigars a year and it employsemployed
1300 banhandsda in one room we found
about fifty women of all ages stripping
the tobacco leaves for the cigars anand
we noted that they were all smoking
cigars or cigarettes in some of the
rooms of the factory men were reading
novels aloud to the workmen to keep
them from chatting and consequently
busy we each bought a box otof cigars
to take back with us paying about half
the price which we pay in america for
the same quality of tobacco

senator sherman did not think much
of the cubans at this time we saw olt
all sides of us evidences of ignorance
and incapacity and also of spanish op-
pression the senator was struck with
the monetary condition of the country
we could get twelve cuban dollars for
five american ones and we were told
that the gold of cuba was then about
six per cent below the value of our
american greenbacksgreen backs all the silver
money that we got had been punched otor
clipped the country was already
deeply in debt and the taxes we were
told were very heavy

in speaking about cuba the senator
then said the country is in a deplor-
able condition I1 judge from what I1
heard from intelligent american cubanscuban
living there and even the spanish them
selves that the island is in a condition
of ill suppressed revolt the natives
are nearly to a man in favor of annexa-
tion to us there condition is indeed
pitiable no serfs in russia were ever
greater slaves than the cubans are to


