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old. They put on all the colors
?[e:rlf:orginbow; and after his majesty,
the lord of the heavens, bad retired be-
hind the palmettos, these colors were
transferred to the sky, the golden silver
of the clouds being only surpassed by
the rippling golden waves which thej
motion ¢l our steamer drove gut upon
the silvery sands: of the shore. A little
jater on the mool came up, and the
tropical scene became more weirdly
besutiiul. The trees were loaded down
with Spanish moss, which bung like
sable aiFver beards, lrcm their numerous
branches. The palmettos, with ther
tall round trunks, bore aloft their palmy
heeds in the mootlight, and the only
things heard were the rush of 1he steam-
er through the waters and now and then
the splash of a crocodile as it crawled up
the bank. ,

After leaving the St. John's we crossed
the country to the Indian river and vis-
ited what is_perhaps the finest orange
region of Florida. Senator Sherman

rest of us wandered about
::l;ldontghethe orange groves, picking the
luscious fruit from the trees and eating
it. I remember Senator Sherman told
u.;how to peel an orange, apd at one
time there was quite a discussion among
lis as to the proper way to eat this very
juicy fruit.
: ‘;ﬁ the stations along the railroads we
met all sorts of queercharacters. There
were little negro boys sclling flowers,
and there were many admirers who came
in order to shake Senator Sherman’s

ng"ld I remembej the pastmaster of
ope town where we stopped, who

. e aistinction of bringing the
g?:;;vtzdggnalor Manderson’s face, The
youpg man was, I judge, about thirty
years old, and he had a voice like a cai-
lizpe. As be saw Gen Manderson he
fushed up to him and held out his hand,
saying: ‘‘Senator, I think you are the
griakét man who everlived, 1 like all
your spe eches and I have a stack of them
at home as big as a four-dollar Bible,’”
The Nebraska Senator blushed, and he
blushed the more when the young man
began to quote from his speeches and to
show that he was really telling the

truth. ;

We sailed {from Florida to Ha_vana in
the little steamer Mascot, stopping for a
time at Key West. A great part ot the
voyage was taken during the night, and
when we awoke we were insight of Ha
vana, Senator Sherman wnd all the

arty were on deck as we steamed by
IIiioro Castle, and as we came to ancl'or,
a steam launch sent hy the governor
general in benor of Vlce-Pl‘e.-ldcpt Sher
man, ‘‘as the Cuban papers bad it,” car-
ried us to the shore. . We were
landed in a sort-of a court surrounded
by low, red-tiled Cuban buildings Dirty
chifdren, coffee-colored and black, half-
paked, sprawled here and there about
the court, and at one end of i1 a sho--
maker was working at his trade in the
open air. We rode in_victorias through
the pnarrow streets to Pivage hotel and
ate : fter the custom of the coun ry, our
fitnt breakfast of oranges, coffee and
roils, in a place which looked for all the
world like a barroom. Our hotel was
the biggest hotel in Havana, It would
be a curiosity in America. It was dec-
orated in the brightest of colors. Sena-
tor Sherman had a room which was
finished in sky blue. Senator Palmer's
room was painted a rich Ind:an red, and
my Own room was as yellow as guld.

The hails were paved with marble tiles,

There was no plaster on the ceilings, and
the windows were as bip almost as the
sides of the room, and, on account of
the heat, they were kept open day and
night. Qur beds were ¢f iron, and the
mattresses were as hard as boards. I
was told that most Cuban beds had no
mattresses. The sheets are stretched
on wire frames, and one of the members
of our party, who was rather jonger than
the average, told me that the sheet that
was under him was no biggerthan anap
kin, and that it kept him trom sleeping,
by working out from under him and
leaving his bare legs upon the naked
wire.

We were treated with great honor by
the Cubans. As soon as we arrived the
captain general sent a request for Sena-
tor Sherman to bring his party and call
u!Jon him informally. He afterward in-
vited us to his palace and pave usa
lunchecn. The captain general at this
lime was receiving asalary equal to that
of our President, and his perquisities
were, I was 10ld, such that he usualiy’
became very rich within a few years.
This captain general had a fine resi-
dence in the suburbs of Havana, and
we rode outin state to visithim. We
passed down the Paseo de Tacon, the
Champs Elysee of Havana, going by
carriages containing beautiful Spanish
ladies, by swell turnouts, driven by
coachmen in Uvery, until, about a mile
from the edge of the city, we reached
the caplain general’s house. It was sur-
rounded by groves (of great palm trees.
The wide driveway was guarded by
soldiers, and flowers and tropical plants
of all kinds were scattered about the
lawns through which we passed. Sena-
tor Sherman was first received. He
had some conversation with the captamn
general, a and little later on the captain
general appeared with his family aod
the party was introduced to them.
None ot the senators spoke French or
Spanish, and the captain general’s
family did not speak English. Mrs.
General McCook, however, who is quite
a good Freoch scholar, acted =as inter-
preter, and we got on very well. Ones
of the curious incidents of the occasion
was the bringing in of the captain gen-
eral’s little granddaughter.

This was a baby of Ave months. It
was a very bright baby and took
especially to Senator Palmer. The
Senator jumped it up and down upon
his knee witg all tne skill of a grand-
mother nurse. The baby laugbed at
him, and, sirange to say, stuck to him
throughout the visit, and wouid have
nothing to do with the other gentlemen
of the party. I don’t remember that
Senator Sherman made any advapces,
and, indeed, it was my impression that
he was rather afraid to do so, though he
did drink a toast to the mother of the
baby at the dinner, when it was stated
that, though the little one was Spanish,
she had been born in New York. In
company with the captain general we
visited his stables, where his two mag-
nificent Arabian horses were brought
out and put through their paces, to the
delight of the senators. Thuat night we
came again to the captain general’s
house to a reception and dance where
we met the leading people of the city,

During our stay in Havapna arrange
ments were made to visit some of the
large sugar plantatlons of the island. It
was planned that we should start out
early one morniug and go 1o a planta-
tion quite a distance away fron1 Havana.

T

This plantation was in a rather lonesome
district, and, for some reason or other,
at the last moment the plans were
changed and another sugar estate select-
ed. Weafterward learned that a band
of brigands had made all their arrange-
ments Lo capture Senator Sherman and
his party and hold them for ransom.
This seems almost incredible, but there
is little doubt but that the danger was a
serious one and that had we made the
trip we woud have been attacked and
probably captured, The brigands, of
course, did ;not understand 1he serious
thing they were about to attempt They
were an ignorant set of desperale men,
and, had not our plans been changed,
they might have perpetrated such an
outrage as would bhave brought about
great inmternational complications.
Senator Sherman seldom refers to this
matter, but I have reason to think tha
he appreciates the fact that his liberty
and possibly his life, had a narrow es®
cape that day.

We spent a great deal of time in shop-
ping in Havana. The senators al
bought Panama hats, and Senator Sher-
man wore his Panama tinroughout the
remainder of the voyage. The buying
of things ot this ' ind in Cuba is a ques-
tion ot bargaining, The stores of
Havana open out upon the street, and if
they had divans in them they might re-
mind you of the bazars of Cairo. The
merchants dicker as much as the Turks
do, and we were usually charged three
times what the merchants expected to
get. I don’t know how much Senator
Sherman paid for his hat, but I remem-
ber that Senator Paimer was asked $12
for a linen coat. He offered $2, and the
Cuban salesman finally told him he
could have the coat for £§4. We visited
thie cigar factories, and bought Havana
cigars directly from the hands of the
makers. The factory where we made
our purchase turnmed out, we were told;
30,000,000 Cigars a year, and it employeti
1,300 hands In ome room we found
about filty women of all ages stripping
the tobacco leaves for the cigars, and
we noted that they were all smoking
cigars or cigarettes, In some of the
rooms of the tactory men were reading
novels aloud to the workmen, to keep
them from chatting, and consequently
busy We each bought a box ot cigars
to take back with us, paying about half
the price which we pay in America for
the same quality of tobacco.

Senator Sherman did not think much
of the Cubans at this time. We saw on
all sides of us evidences of ignorance
and incapacity and also of Spanish op-
pression. The senator was struck with
the monetary condition of the country.
We could get twelve Cuban dollars for
five American ones and we were told
that the gold of Cuba was then about
six per cent below the value of our
American greenbacks. All thé silver
money that we got had been punched or
clipped. The country was already
deeply in debt, and the taxes, we were
told, were very heavy.

In speaking about Cuba, the senator
then said: **The country isin a deplor-
able condition. 1 jodge from what I
heard from intelligent American Cubans
living there, and even the Spanish them.
selves, that the island is in a condilion
of ill-suppressed revolt. The natives
are nearly to a man in favor of anpexa=-
tion to us. There condition is indeed
pitiable, No serfs in Russia were ever
greater slaves than the Cubans are to



