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shall be darkened at his rising snd [to the affalrs of the world. The
the moon shall not give her light. | Revelation is thought to pussess the
Therefore shall I let the heavens|same peculiarities. This, however,
sha%e and the carth shall be moved | i8 n great mistalke. In the Book of
out of her place.”’ This subline | Danlel we find the history of the
figurative language is descriptive of | world in outline as it were, and the
the fall of the great Buhylonian | history of the people of God as this
empire (verse 1), Himilarly, Hosea, | people comies in contacr with the

chapter x, deseribes the fali of 8am-
nria: “They shall ery to the moun-
tains, cover us, nud to the hills, fall
over ys.”’ The prophets aboundin
this mode of expression. and it
always significs the fall  of
some great power, God’s  judg-
ment of some pation or bpations.
It is therefore mno more con-
jecture to sny that the passage:in
Ravelation refers to the overthrow
of the then existing Roman empire.
By the concussion of the heavenly
buodies s the iden conveyed that the
ovents predicted could be effected
only by God. Hence the time In
which suel events take plaee nre al-
wayscniled the “day of the Lord”’
or thef‘eoming of the Lord>* Com-
pare Matthew 24: 8, where the dis-
ciples spenk of the destruction of
Jerusalem as the “‘coming” of the
Lord and the end of the era (Greek
aior, not world}.

The two witnesses (Rev. 11,) are
by way of revelation said to Le
“two olive lrees nnd two candle-
aticks, standing before God.’? All
these ex pressions become elear when
compared with other parts of Serip-
ture. In Znchnriah, chap. 8, we sec
Joshua and Zerubabel represeuted
a8 two olive trees, dropping their oil
into the candlestick, setting forth
how, hy the Spirit of the Lord rest-
ing upon those two prophets of God,
the temople should be completed
without eternal help (v. 6) and

ninst all opposition (v. 7). Two
ollve trees nre therefore two prophets
of God. Compare Doctrine and
Covennnts, Bectlon 77:15. But
there nre nlse two candlesticks,
which mean churches, accerd-
ing to Revelntions 1—20, et
ting forth therefore the twotold
work of the last dispensation, the
gathering  together futo a chureh,
“firat the (Jentiles and then the
Jews.” These two churches, then,
and these two prophets, ‘“stand be-
fore the Lord,?? an expression which
always means ““to serve” the Lord.
The expression is applied to the
pricst *vho officinted in the Temple,
and Elijnh’s ¢“Thus saith the Lord,
before Whose face I stand,” is well
known.” Two churches, then, nnd
two {)l’opheta clothed wfth the holy
priesthood is whnt the pnssnge
menns.

Thus all the principnl symbols of
the book ean be traced and their
menning nscertnined.  Yet  their
right applieation is a werk which no
one can undertake without the md
of the Divine Spirit of prophecy
and much minute inquiry.

Dean Woodhousoe, nmong others,
adopts the prineciple of inlerpreta-
tion of the Apoecalypse, that its
Inngunge and symbols, with rmre
excu]’:ﬁuns, apply to the history nnd
development of the church from
the npostolic age t; the end of time.
It is nrgued that the Bible, ns n
whole, refers generally to the peo-

ple of God, and only aceidentally 'should not worship demons, (that is, ! crowded.

world. The Apocalypse mny be
congidered n ecoutinuation of the
prophecics of Daniel, developing
more fully many of the events
briefly touched upou in_  Danfel.
Besides, nre not all the nphtions of
the e«rth in the hands of God?
Should not prophe y depict it nll, ns
far a8 pecesaary, to o r ght under-
standing of the history of the
churech? Certainly. And this is
oxactly what is done in the Apoca-
lypse.
HISTORICAL EVENTS.

If we examline the second or pro
phetical part of the huok, that which
sets forth “the things thnt shall be??
(liev. 1:19), the things which were
yot future at the dnte of the writing,
we wil fiml many events recorded
with the rloarness of history.

The volume in the hand of God is
opencd by the Lamb, and as that
awful recerd is uprolled we read of
puccessive judgments upon the
i’agan Roman empire, tunti] during
the sixth seal its fsun nwnd its
moon nnd stars’? are darkened and
its earth trembles, that is, until the
whole of its ancient religion is com-

fetely crushed by Coustantine the
treat. (Chap. 6.

Then follow {chnp. 7) preparations
for the preservation of the everlast-
lug Gospel, that it should not Le lost
during the followijug long period of
thick darkpess, but be rendy at the
titne appointed by God to hesounded
unto all the earth. {Compnare Doc-
trine nnd Covenants, Sec. 77:10-11.)
Bow instructive to conteraplate thiat
centuries nge, when the nposatolicnl
chureh was on the cve of her de-
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dead “Baints’’) and idols of gold,
and wilver, and of Lrass, nnd stone,
and of wood, which peither onnsec,
nor hear, nor wnlk. Neither re-
pented they of their murders, nor of
their sorceries, nor of their fornicn-
tion, nor of their thefts.”? (Rev. 8,
20-21.}) Anpyone who will conslder
the Christian world todny will, [
think, find this statement of the
prophet literally true. No wars,
no calnmities of any kind have -
becn able to cleanse the © Christinn*?
world—with Ronie at its hend—rom
their idolatry nnd nbominnble sins.

THE LITTLE BOOK.

Particularly retoarkable is the
vision in which the restoration of
the Gospel through Joseph Smith is
set forth. This vision falls under
the alxth trumpet, that is, while
the Turkish empire {described
chapter 9: 15—19) atill holds its seat
in Kurope, thus giving an approxi-
ninte date to this joyful event.

John saw a mighty angel, er
messenger, corne dow i from heaven.
In his hand he holds « lttle dook,
open. He sets one foot on the earth
and one on the sea, thus showin
thnt the whole earth was concerned
inthe message. His voice wns as
strong as that of & roaring lion, in-
dieating that he should be heard
sverywhere. When he had spoken,
seven thunders, the usunl concom-
itants of the presence of God,
were heard, and the contents of the
message were these: “That there
shoulid be time no lonyger, but in the
dayes of the voice of the seventh
angel, when he shall begin to sound
the: mystery of God {that is, the
work of bringing the gentiles into
the covenant, ISph. 2, chap. 3: 3—8)
ashiould be finishied, ns He has de-
clarad to His servants, the prophets.??
{Rev. 10: 5—7.) The angel who
deliveredd this message” is the
prophet Elins (Doc. and Cov. 77:
14), and the little book the con-

parture, those servants of God were'| tents of which we have just read

scaled who in this
should “be ordained to bring as
mnny as will come to the ehurch of
the. first born.*?
Covenants, Bee. 77:11.)

In pature around us, when the
eald snow storms sweep over the
flelds. we see how the rich ver-
dure fudes, the flowers drop their
huads and die. And yet they live,

and netive, and the first rays of the
sun will enll the life forth again in
all its former glory and beauty. The
work of devastation in the cold
[autumn is only, so to speal;, the
| firat preparatory step to n newly-
| awakened life in spring. Bo here,
{when the church of God was ap-
pnrently about to Juave the earth,
| preparations were already completed
or her re-nppearinece it the end of

| time, in more than her first glory.
After this the judgments are

| poured out upon the Romnn power
now in name Chrigtian. but really

idolntrous as hefore. The remark-

able invasions of the Goths, the
Vaudals, the Hun<, the Sarncens

and the Turks follow, but “the rest
of men which were not killed by
‘zhesu plagues yet repented not of

the works of their hands, that they

(Doctrine ant | iings.”?

The life-giving powor js still extant |

dirpensation | {s the mission given to John to onee

more “prophesy hefore many peo—
sles, nnd vntions, nnd toogues, nnd
{Rev. x: 11), which mis-
sjon commenced when he, together
with Peter nnd James, were sent to
confirm the apostleship on the spe-
cin] messengers of God to this gen-
erntion. '(Dee. and Cov. Bec. vli:
12 13).

Could nnythitg bu clearer? We
bnve here n statement as plain a8
prophetical language can wellmnke
it, that n time sbould come when
John should again nppear 88 n mes-
senger to men; that the messag:
should be contalned in a little hook; -
that the contents of this Liook should
be n declaration that the winding
up of the times ot the Gentiles fwas
nfhund;” and that all this should
take place belore the four priuces
from the regions of the Kuphrates

Rev. ix: 14); that is, before the

urks had le(t their capital seat in

Europe. What event during the
whole of the sixth trumpet answers
al} these charncteristice? There i8
one, and one only—the event of
Josoph Smith appenring as n mes-
senger of Gol to open the closing .
scenes of t 1is dispensation.

After this vision the events ave
In chapter xi we seo the



