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shall be darkened at his rising and
the moon shall not give her light
therefore shall I1 letiet the heavens
shake and the earth shall be moved
out of her place 11 this sublime
figurative language is descriptive of
the fall of the great babylonian
empire verse 1 similarly hosea
chapter x describes the fall of sam-
aria they shall cry to the moun
bains cover us and to the hills fall
overuseover us the prophets abound in
this mode of expression and it
always signifies the fall of
some great power gods judg-
ment of some nation or nations
it is therefore no more con-
jecturejece ture to say that the passage in
revelation refers to the overthrow
of the then existing roman empire
by the concussion of the heavenly
bodies is the idea conveyed that the
events predicted could be effected
only by god hence the time in
which such events take place are al-
ways called the day of the lord
or the coming of alie lord com-
pare matthew 24 3 where the dis-
ciples speak of the destruction of
jerusalem as the coming of the
lord and the end of the era greek
aion not world

the two witnesses rev 11 are
by way of revelation said to be

two olive trees and two candle-
sticks standing before god all
these expressions become clear when
compared with other parts of scrip-
ture in zachariahcharlahZa chap 83 we see
joshua and Zeru babel represented
as two olive trees dropping their oil
into the candlestick setting forth
howbow by the spirit of the lord rest-
ing upon those two prophets of god
the temple should be completed
without eternal help v 6 and
8againstainah all opposition v 7 twomeolive trees are therefore two prophets
of god compare doctrine and
covenants section but
there are also two candlesticks
which mean churches accord-
ing to revelations 1 20 set
ting forth therefore the twofold
work of the last dispensation the
gathering together into a church

first the gentiles and then the
jews these two churches then
and these twoto prophets stand be-
fore the lord 11 an expression which
always means to serve the lord
the expression is applied to the
priest who officiated in the temple
and euars thus saith the lord
before whose face I1 stand is well
known two churches then and
two prophets clothed with the holy
priesthood is what the passage
means

thus all the principal symbols of
the book can be traced and their
meaning ascertained yet their
right application is a work which no
one can undertake without the aid
of the divine spirit of prophecy
and much minute inquiry

leandean woodhouse among others
adopts the principle of interpreta-
tion of the apocalypse that its
language and symbols with rare
exceptions apply to the history and
development of the church from
the apostolic agee tuto the end of time
it is arguedI1thathat the bible as a
whole refers generally to the peo-
ple of god and only accidentally

to the affairs of the world the
revelation is thought to possess the
same peculiarities this however
is a great mistake in the book of
daniel we find the history of the
world in outline as it were and the
history of the people of god as this
people comes in contact with the
world the apocalypse may be
considered a continuation of the
prophecies of daniel developing
more fully many of the events
briefly touched epou in daniel
besides are not all the nations of
the erth in the hands of god
should not y depict it all as
far as necessary to a r under-
standing of thete history of the
church certainly and this is
exactly what is ddonerne in the apoapoca-
lypse

a

historical EVENTS

if we examine the second or pro
phe part of the book that which
sets forth the things that shall be
rev the things which were

yet future at the date of the writing
we will find many events recorded
with the elearness of history

the volume in the hand of god is
opened by the lamb and as that
awful record is unrolled we read of
successive judgments upon the
pagan roman empire until during
the sixth seal its sun and its
moon and stars are darkened and
its earth trembles that is until the
whole of its ancient religion tois com-
pletelyelesely crushed by constantine the
greatreat chap 6

then follow chap 7 preparations
for the preservation of the everlast-
ing gospel that it should not be lost
during the following long period of
thick darkness but be ready at the
time appointed by god to be sounded
uluntoito all0 the earth compare doc-
trine and covenants sec 11

howbow instructive to contemplate that
centuries ago when the
church was on the eve of her de-
parture those servants of god were
sealed who in this dispensation
should be ordained to bring as
many as will come to the church of
the first born doctrine and
covenants sec

in nature around us when the
cold snow storms sweep over the
fields we see how the rich ver-
dure fades the flowers drop their
heads and die and yet they live
the life giving power is still extant
and active and the first rays of the
sun will call the life forth again in
all its former glory and beauty the
work of devastation in the cold
autumn is only so to speak the
first preparatory step to a newly
awakened life in spring so here
when the church of god was ap-
parentlypatentlyly about to leave the earth
reparationspreparations were already completed
lorfor her reappearanceappearancere at the end of
time in moremor thanethan her first glory

after this the judgments are
poured out upon the roman power
now in name chretianChri tian but really
idolatrous as before the remark-
able invasions of the gothsgoehs the
vandalsVaudals the hun the saracenssaracenaSaracens
and the turks follow but the rest
of men which were not killed by
these plagues yet repented not of
the works of their hands that they
should not worship demons that isin

I1

dead saints and idols of gold
and silver and of brassbraes and stone
and of wood which neither can see
nor hear nor walk neither re-
pented they of their murders nor of
their sorceriessorceries nor of their fornica-
tion nor of their thefts revbev 9
202120 21 anyone who will consider
the christian world today will I1
think find this statement of the
prophet literally true no wars
no calamities of any kind have
been able to cleanse the christian
world with rome at its head from
their idolatry and abominable sins

THE LITTLE BOOK

particularly remarkable is the
vision in which the restoration of
the gospel through joseph smith is
set forth this vision falls under
the sixth trumpet that is while
the turkish empire described 4
chapter 9 15 19 still holds its seat
in europe thus giving an approxi-
mate date to this joyful event

I1 john saw a mighty angel orer
messenger come down from heaven
in his hand he holds a liumlittle book
open he sets one foot on the earth
and one on the sea thus showingshowing
that the whole earth waswaa conconcernedconcernscerne
in the message his voice was as
strong as that of a roaring lion in-
dicatingdi that he should be heardbeard
everywhere when hebe had spoken
seven thunders the usual concom-
itants of the presence of god
were heard and the contents of the
message were these that there
should hebe time no longer but in the
days of the voice of the seventh
angel when he shall begin to sound
the mystery of god that isIK the
work of bringing the gentiles into
the covenant eph 2 chap 3 3 6
should be finished as he has de-
clared to his servants the prophets
revbev 10 575 7 the angel who

delivered this message is the
prophet elias doedoc and cov 77

14 and the little book the con-
tents of which we have just read
is the mission given to john to once
more prophesy before many peo-
ples and nations and tongues and
kingskingg revbev x 11 which mis-
sion commenced when he together
with peter arid james were sent to
confirm the apostleship on the spe-
cial messengers of god to this gen-
erationeration doedoc and cov seesec vilvii
121312 18

could anythinghg be clearer we
have here a statement as plainlain as
prophetical language can well make
it that a time should come when
john should again appear as a mes-
senger to men that the
should be containedconacontainedined in a little book
that the contents of thischis book should
be a declaration that the winding
up of the times oiof the gentiles was
at haudhand and that all this should
take place before the four princes
from the regions of the euphrates
revbev ix 14 that is before the

turks had left their capital seat in
europe what event during the
whole of the sixth trumpet answers
all these characteristics there is
one and one only the event of
joseph smith appearing as a mes-
senger of god to open the closing
scenes oftof t lisils dispensation

after this vvisionision the events are
crowded in chapter xi we see the


