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ben any time they may be of service to
anyonifft po99

ohab my ruth was alwaysways so good
always finding some way of exercising
aber spirit of kindness and such good
nature is so often imposed upon in this
world

I1 keened at frank without seeming to
lookbookoffoff my book and if his face
shine and hisbis eyes sparkle with gladness
then snow snow and sunshine
Imsunshinehine when they meet on a clear
winters day

ruth was looking at ihim too and I1r

could see that she just then discovered
forfar the first time that he was a very
handsome young man

the leelingfeeling came over me right then
thatthai frank generous and honest as I1
believedleHeved him to be would take addan
tageage of the broad opportunity my sister
hidhad given him

and nymy suspicions proved to be cor-
rect for a week that wrist had to be
attended to every evening two or
three times frank stayed an hour or so
andad read to us and we were more and
moreimore charmed with his style of reading
as40 mejfe became cami aar with us and we
with him father went with him sev-
eral times to see hisbis aunt minnie who
continued to get better from that time

I1
am

prank did not depend on me any
1 uwemore torfor taking messages he and ruth

suademade their own appointments without
I1 taconsulting me and so on washing

oab birthdayday it wawaslverysivery susuddendden news
fe

boale when rut told me that mr wil
ie herber hadbad invited her to go to the theater

I1 thatbat evening and that as father did not
object she was joinggoing

agrestA fin eat longing to accompany them
sized weme there was no other amuse
swat 1that I1 enjoyed like going to the
theater but for the first time in my life
on such aan occasion I1 controlled my

instead of saying anything to
indicateadwate my own desires I1 tried to look

VIvery pleasedpleasa and said I1 was so glad she
wasVM going out torfor an eveningsevening8 enjoyment
A thing she had not done since the death
of ow dear mother

I1 promised also to take good care of
thele abisbabies so ruth need not feel the
let uneasiness about them in givinggivin

tolto these pleasant things I1 felt
apo manly feltelt as though I1 was begin
aing tto learn of my gentle sister the
noblest of all lessons to be fretful of
belfdf tain the richer enjoyment of help
aggms to increase the happiness of others

atil put her arms around me kissed
me and smiled upon me tendtenderlyaly I1
manned her embrace and tor we

thus thinking of mother belaev
that she could see us and was happy

then ruth had to topo to the babies as
ther had been playing with them and

1 were going to cry when he got up
lo10 leave them and I1 went into the
kitchen to finish up some work I1 had
bolijben neglecting there

before father went out I1 heard him
awsaw to ruth frank visits
berej seem to be doing mark a world 0off
food im glad he has taken to calling
ws9 queer though with such a difference
in their ages that he should chum with
our little mark ruth shut the middle
door and I1 did not heirbeir her reply

mykyl but I1 feel manly then
frank wilber chumming with metmel
and tetherlather seemsseeing it and saying so to
teter no new yearsyearns resolutions with

nwme ever came up to the many good
I1 fortneformedusoonn the twenty second

of february I1 would never think again
of wanting to go out evenings with noisnoisy
rowdy boys to disturb people with
valentines or any other way I1 would
read aloud to ruth as often and as much
as she would let me until I1 should be
able like frank to charm and delight
people with my eloquent reading I1
would do whatever I1 had to do will-
ingly and cheerfully after that as both
frank and ruth did I1 would never
shirk or domcomplainplain any more over any
thing

towards evening father camscame home
after a short absence bringing with him
a cheery chatty old lady it was franks
grandma wilber and she soon made
us understand that her daughter minnie
was so much better of the cold she had
been suffering with on her lungs and in
her head that she could do without her
very well and she had come to ssayay with
brother price and the children while
ruth would be at the thea terso she could
teelfeel perfectly easy and navehave a goodabood
time

ruth said how kind it was of her and
I1 acknowledged that I1 should be glad to
have her thethererebutbut believed I1 could take
care of the babies allal right as they were
both good natured and both very fond
of me

but you are going to the theater
with brother wilber and me mark
dear said my sister with her prettiest
smile

I1 dont think I1 had ever heard any-
thing that sounded quite as sweet to me
as those words did I1 could have burst
into tears and cried hard lorfor joy but
instead I1 threw my arms around ruths
neck and kissed her with all my might
just as frank came in they all laugh-
ed at me but I1 care I1 laughed
too

we had as good a time as I1 ever spent
at the theater that evening I1 never want
to forget it

well it did seem as though franks
wrist never would get well I1 forgot
whether it was three weeks or a contti
that it required almost daily care from
ruth if anythingany happened that pre-
ventedvent A franks railingcalling as often as every
other evening he would say hhee had
been dreadfully uneasy bardhardlyy able to
wait for his doctors opinion as to howbow
his case was progressing and liable to
terminate

then when there was nothing left oiof
the sore on his wrist but a little oinkdink
scar and it was wasteful to use medicine
and bandages on it any longer he work
ed so late one evening and it got so
near dark that he mistook his thumb for
a bolt and struck it such a hard blow
that he smashed it pretty badly and
that had to be doctored for about sixsixi
weeks and with this second case
ruth became so much like a real
physician that she worried about her
patient if she did not see see hihimm every
day or two fearing her applications
magmightlit not be just what was best suited
to the case

we hadbad pleasant times all the same
reading to each other evenineveninggafterafter eeven-
ing

ven
as times and circumstances would

permit and occasionally going to places
otof amusement for a change

thus with little variations a year
passed pta whole long year etwasit was again
the evening before st valentines day

father was away from home some-
where joseph and mary were both
sleeping quietly I1 had been troubled
with toothachetooth ache during the day and had

goneone to bed early so ruth sat aloneayby the fire barnindarning stockings and look-
ing rather sober 1fI could see tierher face isas
I1 lay very still in my bed torfor franksframes
last ailment hadbad been an inflamed eye
and he been in for two days to
say howbow the wash she had prescribed
was affecting it

there came a very soft knock at the
door ruths face brightened she
knew whose knock it was so did I1 she
went noiselessly to the door and open-
ed it a and
frank followed her back to the hearth
stepping as cautiously as she did she
motioned him to a seat hung up his hat
and then asked in a low tone how his
eye was 0

it is all right thanks to you my good
physician said frank in a low but
earnest voice then he asked where I1
was and ruth told him about my having
the toothache I1 saw by hisbis face he was
glad I1 was out of the vayovay my tooth
had become easy and I1 want to
didisturb it by speaking so I1 kept still
and they thinking I1 was asleep went on
talking softly in a few moments somebonlie
wonderful things had been opened tipdp to
my mind

1I kowk biow where your father is said
frank I11 I just left him with aunt minnie
they werewere glad to be rid otof me yau
know dont you they are planningplanping
about their marriage which I1 suppose
comes off soon yes I1 know
answered ruth

1 I had not known it before but hidsuspected something of the sort and
felt relieved to learn the true state of af-
fairs

ruth 0 said frank ititsitisIs a year nor
since you began doctoring me there
has been something the matter with me
nearly every day from that time till now
of couise as you know most otof the
time it has been merely an excuse to
get to come and see you but I1 have
lately discovered unmistakably what
my true ailment is its real this time
no sham about it and as yourfather says
you may cure me itii you can I1 havee
come to you this evening for a decision
of the case it is an extremely delicate
one and I1 hope youu will treat me
much mercy anand be willing to aapseyresthe curative as speedily as possible ats
my heart affected now and I1
know what the true remedy must be
there must be another heart to beat
as oneones with it will you find me that
other ruth

they were both standing in front of
the fire now ruth with her head tuturned
partly away so that I1 could not see her
face but I1 knew she was trembling and
blushing the same as she did while
dressing franks wrist the second time
only I1 imagined looking still rosier WJhod
more beautiful and frank waswa ivawatch-
inging her as eagerly as if hisbis waple lifee
rreallyeally depended upon her decision

she waited a moment or two after he
ceased speaking then without turn-
ing her head 0orr raising her eyes she
said you have referred to a year agoago
tonight frank do you not rememberi r
also a year ago tomorrow nightbight when I1
told you that as my fathers and mmy
brothers friend you were perfectly wel-
come to any medical service I1 should
be able to render now if your heart
troubles you and it is in my power to
give you relief tell me what to do

she looked up at him suddenly then
he opened his arms and received tiersher as
she threw hers around his neck I1


