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'0f hlgher aims of life and cltizenship
are on the decline. It is not pessim-
1sm to state this; it Iz to point out
a fact which mo amount of sophistry
“Can conceal.

_But after all, there is hope in the fact
that a question of this kind recelves
‘attention, for it proves that the world
'8 growing conaclous of possible dan-
Eer; and this can be averted if it be
gointed out ctearly, fearlessly and in
Ime.

HOW THE COUNTRY I8 ROBBED.

The fact that the country {s being
hela up and robhed of from $6,000,000 to
38,000,000 annually as a consequence of
fraudulent practices by those carrying
the malls, is again stated with great
emphasis and widely commented upon.
If the charge is true, no wonder there
Always is a deficit in the postoffice de-
Partment!

The cost of transportation i1s calcu-
lated entirely by weight. To ascertain
this the country is divided Into four
divisions, each ef whieh 1s takem up
Ohce every four years. For two months
Men are kept busy weighilng the mails
and noting the distance they are being
carried, and the rates of pay to the
rajlroads for four years are based on
the calculations made during these

wWo months.
¢an be made extra heavy for a short
Period the pay for four years will be
-€orrespondingly heavy.’

One method of swindling is said to be

82 A and B are towns 100 miles
apart, Midwayv between them fs a
braneh road. The mail for this hranch
fs taken during the welghing months
Dast the junctlon and carrled say
thirty miles, until the train going in
the oppesite direction 18 met, to whicn
it 13 delivered to be carried back., The
road getas credit for the whole distance
back and forth, but drops the mail at
the jupction as soon as the weighing
Months are over.

Another method is thus described:

road will make arrangements with
2 Dbatent medicine concern to pay the
‘Postage on their clreulars, if they wiil
8end them during the welghing
}nonths. As many as fourteen car-
0ads of thla kind of matter have been
Bent at a single shipment. The road
Probably paid 36,600 in postage, but

e value of the consignment to the
road would be over $200,000 a yenr for
vOut' years. And vet no law has been

olated: the advertiser has the right

© 8end his mall whenever he chooses.

here would seem to be occasion for
®Arnest Investigation by men not open
r° corrupting influences. Even If the
g“l‘oads cannot carry mail matter at
f € rate the express companifes charge
t?" Packages. but must be pald more
th‘ﬂﬂ the service actually 18 worth,

ere i3 no reason for practices which
'anccordimz to all standards of morals
lngst be designated as wholesale thiev-

A GREAT MISTAKE.

StAt Intervals during several years,the
Atement has bebn made In different
Pabers published in  different States,

:,}I‘,ﬂa'étthe Mormons have resumed the
dne lee of polygamy. Within a few
¥a

era) tthiz« allegation has appeared sev-
Sueh Imes |n  eastern journals, and
B Dprocess of “damnable iteratlon™

=

Iﬁglly"ﬂ to be met with frequent de-

rect|n This is the justification for ai-

made%attentlon to the great mistake

the 1 Iy the Springfield Republican In
ollowing parngraph:

i I'E\}F‘fv 1‘11°l'mons are not only showing
ang a’;‘ of their old splrit in Utah,
Draéucj all {ntelligent observers agree,
Beriine & POlYEAmMyY as well as' reas-

& the doctrine, but they are

It follows if the mails‘

proselyting to an extent perhaps never
exceeded by them. The!r missionaries
are dispersed widely over the Southern
states, mainly In the country, and
their greatest success iz among the
mountain people of Tennesyee, northern
Alabama, North Carolina apnd Vir-
ginta."”

Polygamy 15 not being practiced by
the Meormons, nor Is the doctrine be-
ing reasserted by them, !n the _sense
intended by the Republican. “Intel-
ligent observers” who clalm to know to
the contragry, never, strange to say,
appear bcélfore a magistrate or grand
jury in Utah, a8 witnesses, but con-
tent themselves with showing up
anonvmously in some newepaper pub-
lished a long way from the scenes of
the offenses they testify to.

Ad a rule, men who had more than
«ne wife before the Mormon Church
adopted a law forbidding future mar-
riages in violation of the eivil statute,
are caring for them and their children.

this? Would it be a good thing for
the husbands of polygamous wives and
the fathers of polygamous children to
abandon them and leave them without
support and protection? What woula
become of these helpless ones if their
husbands and fathers should take a
course 80 heartless? What would the
Springfield Republican itself say of
former Mormon polygamists  who
would throw upon the world the women
who became their wives under a cove-
nant as sacred as mortal can know,
and leave the children of those wives
to become homeless wairs? No-polyga-
mous marriages have bean solemnized
in Utah, by the authority or with the
approvat of the Mormon Church, since
the Manlifesto abolishing them was

adopted by that Church. But the
heads of polygamous families are tak-
Ing a maniy attitude In caring for the
wives and children who are dependent
uron them. They refuse to be gullty
of the eowardice, the Inhumanity and
the dishonor that would follow the op-
rosite course. If this be treason, the
carpers and bigots may make the most
o7 it

A MODREN MIRACLE.

" Thousands nf Latter-day Saints can
testify to the fact that the power of
God is manifest in our age’in the be-
ginning of the history of the Church,
through signek and wonders following
the bellevers in the Gospel. The heal-
ing of the sick and even the ralsing up
of persons to all appearances dead
‘have been witnesgsed. But the world
is slow to accept the testimony hecause
it is -felt that its acceptunce requires
logically to admit the truth of the
claima of Joseph the Prophet as 10 the
divinity of hls mission, The followlng
wrticle is a testimony from outside the
Church, impartial and unimpeachable.
It appears §n the Zanesville, O., Daily
Signal of December 20th, under the
caption “A Meodern DMiraele.” It re-
lates to an event mentloned in a letter
to the “Deseret News” and pubiished
among recent misslonary correspond-
ence, but it gives fhe remarkable oc-
currence In greater detall, and will he
read with much interest. ‘It ix as fol-
lows: '

“Mr. Matthew Gray of the Seventh
ward 1s*perhaps the happiest person in
Zanesville today; 80 he seemed, at
least,when seen at his plgasant Abing-
ton avenue home by a Signal repre-
sentative at an early hour this morn-
ing. .
""And, too, there {s nothing strange or
remarkable about Mr. Gray's happl-
ness, though it was the redgult of one of
the strangest and most remarkable
faith tests ever enacted in this city;

and the story of Mr. Gray's miraculous

I there anything amiss in their doing |.

cure of a relentleas afMlction will be
1cad with much interest.

«~In October, three years ago, Mnat-
thew Gray was stricken with paralysis
the terrible digease affecting his en-
tire left side. For a year to the month
Mr. Gray was able to walk with the
help of cratches, but during the fol-
lowing October, two Years ago, he was
the reciplent of a second stroke of
raralysis, and from that time wuntll
yesterday Mr. Gray had been deprived
of all usc of his left side, the entire
Jett portlon of his body being appar-
ently dead, his left arm belng limp and
ralsied at his side and his left foot and
leg wag In the same inanlmate econdi-
tion. o
“Such, In brief, has been Matthew
Cray's condition for more than three
years, and two years of that time he
has either sat helplessiy in his large
arm chalr or has laid in bed,seemingly
walting for the death angel to relleve
him of his suffering. -

"Last Thursday two visltors,peculiar-
ly clad, knocked at the Gray, home-
ptead arnd were granted admission to
the afflicted man'’s chamber, These
visitors were two Mormon Elders
who have been in Zanesville for the
past few weelks, and whose mission to
the Clay eity has been regarded with
only passing interest. They have ap-
parently contented themselves with

the performance of the simple task of

distributing tracts and making »n
house-to-house canvass of the city, In
the interest of thelr peculior and rather
degenerate cresd—Mormonism. In no
icetance, however, dld either of the
strange visitors intrude thdmselves
ursn any person ot make themselves
obnoxious. Be {t said to their credit,
they visited only where 2 welcome wns
extended thamp and where thelr carnest
eofforts bade falr to meet with sorhe
sort of success. To many homes they
have heen admitted out of curlesity:
fropl some, doubtless, they have been
barred, and in some nstances doubt-
lee8- they have been treated kindly.
Thev eame here for the mere purpoOse
of performing a peculiar duty. The
names of four of these dlsciples of
polygamy nre: Elder Fred J,. Wads-
worth of Taylor, Idaho; Elder J. E.
Wilson Jr. of Logan, Utah, Elder
Fdward F. Turley of Colonia Juarez.
Chihuahua, Mexico, and Eider E. F.
Malan, Ogden. :

“Now for the interesting part of the
atory, related to a Slgnal reporter by
Mr. Gray himself, and glven as near as
po#sible in his own words:

*‘Last Friday these four Mormon' El-
ders called at my home here. They
were very genteel in appearance and
netlons and asked e if I wouldn’t like
to look over some of their tracts, ete,,
and also asked me #f I would pnot let
them eure me by faith. I consented
and they Impressed upon me very
strongly that I should not have falth
in them but should place all my faith
in God as It wase through Him and not
them that my eure would he accom-
plished. This liberal statement on
thejr part and their own sincerlty aid-
ed me matertally, for I always knew
that God alone could cure me, and, do
¥ou know, I have always thought that
Cod would cure me.

" *As 1 said before, I consented and
they set Sunday afterncon at 2 o'clock
for the time of holding the meeting,
and additionally stated that from then,
Friday morning, juntil after the faith
meeting they would not eat anything,
a5 a period of fasting seemed neces-
sary.

“'Sunday afternocn, or vesterday af-
ternoon, at 2 o‘cloek the four Elders
came here to my home and after re-
pedtedly Instructing me to put my
faith in God they knelt at my bedside
In prayer, my wife being the slxth
vecupant of the room.



