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sinuation o! course, but they disclose
an apimus not to he misunderstood.

We hope the gentleman spoken of—
who has seen rome puhlic service here
snd elsewhere and is acoustomed to
gauging men’s worde and act+—has
not yet attributed the recent
exhaustive outflow of gold to
Europe to the Mormon Church or fite
emigsaties, Let us hope he has not yet
mede the discovery that had it not
been fur the hand of the Mormon
Church the awful eyclone in Okim-
homa wouid have spent 1ts fury on|
some depert waste. And may we
further induige the fond hope that the
Church may be relieved from the
possible imputation that it is its hand
that keeps the isiand of Zante rocking
e m cradie? Also, we beg leave Lo dis-
avow on the part ef the Church any
connection whatever with either puts
ting up ot hauling down the Blars and
‘Btripes at Honolulu, with the present
insurrection in Cuba, with the recent
Belglan revolt, or the Jown{ali of]
Emperor Willism’s cherished military
hili. Lo any apd ail of these cRses wo
enter a plea of not guilty, with the ex-
pectation that the triale will go en just
the same and a verdiot the other way
be found by the same old Jury thut has
done 80 wmuch yeomsn service here ali
ulony,

Mr. Letcher is » gifted man, in
some respectsu very yifted man, It
his expressed thoughts uars the reg-
istered creations of & permesntiug, an
acquiting snd & divinivg soul—ir it be
the case that he can truthfully say

1 sce a form you cannot sao,
1 hear o voice you cannot hear,

he ie an exirsordinerily gifted man.
Ope of his facuities—tuat of divipa-
tion—must have been in active play
when he hreathed furth the suggestion
that the Chutch was responsibie in the
mannpet, to the extent und at the time
spoken of. Or wasit hiw legal igstincts
that prompted soch a purmise? Law-
yers ate very much addicied to relying
on precedents; und wheb it comes lo
_precedents (ur chatging up everything
bad whose pulernity hus nol yet been
discovered to the Mormons, while
relfeving them of the credit, honor and
profit resuiting from any guoed work in
which they _have besu engaged, the
urecedeuts ste so veluminous as to be
cumbersome. As Burdette once put
ir, regarding any walkin life or any
perivtmance in which ope may he
engaged, don’s forget to ovoccastonally
hit tbhe Mormone a lick; Bur-
dette was able (¢ Bpeak more
advisedly later on, as be put his own
precept Into practice. Having com-
plied with the custom, and made the
nost of an extensive residence of two
years or thereabout in Utah by help-
ing to show the worid how bad we ali
must he out here, we presume Mr.
Letcher’s right to he cousidered “'in
the swim?®’ will not now be contested.

THE BRIGGS CASE,

The celebrated heresy came against
Dr. Briggs wili soon be finally decided.
It ie one of the prlocipsl questions be-
fore jhe Presbyterian general argembly
which convenes today st Washingien,
having come befire that body oD an
appeal from & former declsion by
which the learned divine was acquitted

of all charges. It 13 to be expecteu

that this decislon will he sustained.
The time 18 pmst long ago, when It is
copsidered ‘‘heresy !’ to entertain views
somew hat Jiverg]mg from those held
when old creede were formed, The
principle now recognizel among con-
fessors of Protestantism is, **Unity in
essentlals, liberty in minor pointes and
charity in all,** Were this not
80, tbhere would be no end to
charges of heresy anmong the eects
Hardiy two leading men can be found
among them who agtee on anything.
Their only occupation would therefore
be to excommunivate eagh other until
every gectarian chutch were broken
up into fragments, A trial for iheresy
in & church that disclaims divine in-
spiration is a bad farce, For who can
tell, without that inspiraiion and the
suthority It confers, which of the par-
tles in wrong? As ling ne there jsa
poesibility that both the Judges and
the accused are equally in error, it
would seem to be but cupsistent with
modesty to decline the doubtful honotr
of offlyially pronouwncing a brother in
the faith a heretic.

THE PRIVILEGES WE ENJOY.

We wouder If anybody ever stops
long enough 1o his regular pursuils to
cousider how highly favored in ali

respects ls tbe land in which we ljve
generally and that portion of it en-
closed by the boundary lines of Utan
particularly? It does seem ui times as
though the humap animal were 80 un-
reasoning and inconsiderate that he is
in almost every case betier off than he
whinks he is; bDelng Dloseed in many
ways and the rouwd of life made aa
smoonth for him us is conslstent with
his renl welfare, ho onily considerp the
rough places, the uneven suriacee, the
annoying ocourrences, the trying siia-
atiuns, and wonders, suolde and chales
vecaugy of them; uod with some peo-
ple everything tuut is is wrong—other
peoplets mode of living, thelr practicee
and heliefs, the laws aud their opera-
tion, Lbe sespons, the tenrperalure, Lhe
open face of nuture aud even tue gio-

rivug  lignt of the sup — &l
are bad or ot least detecltive 1if
ithey are Dot c¢ut aod  fi.ted tu

the peculjar {ormation or malfurma-
tion of Lhe oompiainauts’® mental
structute, and if it could beotherwise
they would itben be uissatisbica with
something else.

Few are duly appreciative of what
rea) sdvaubuyes Loy podsesd, and it is
questionable if thele afe By but what
wbink they could impreveibem. There
mey be u few Dot iu the Jutier clues,
but they are uot numerous. When
Coionel l ogersoll was aeked in wuat
particular Aie ¢oul | suygest an improve-
ment ou patural things he replied—*¢[
would have hesitn catuhing instead of
Jdlgeape,’? There s mhout a8 much
Jdepth in that us in anything else the
noted inflde] says, for he is essentially
a suallow man. Disease beingn re-
sult of violalion of naturailaws, and
health a roealt of the obeservance
thereo!, Ingersoil would create ansrchy
in the midst of perfect arder and
plunge all created things into chaos io
order, perhiaps, that he might get rid
of ncold that wae just then troubling
him]

In the United States we have a form
of governme it which 18 the praotiosi

application and realizatlon of the
thought, the study and the researoh of
inspired men, Itisa form in which
tue strengzih of particles is made most
effective by being bound together, and
yet the identity and separate station of
each particle i soughbt to be preserved
without infringement or deprivation.
It ptrikes outone form of blasphemy in
mortal government by baving no lords
w bow aown to and no divine rights
accruing to any household Ly resson of
iiceage, but occurring toall through
obedienoce to the Author and His mepn-
datee. lte luw, when squared to the
great charter, curtaile no muun of auy
part of his patural freedom or his
acquired property until by bis own aet
such are esubjected to curtailment,
always excepling his necessary hut
proportionate contrlbutions to the
gtate in time of peed. Tnere have
been many departures [rom such prin-
ciples when partisanshlp ran high,
bigotry found expression or suffivient
conelderaticn was not given; hut these
did not make the iustitutions them-
selves any the less right nor the
wronge perpetrated under them _any
the less flagrant, and in the long run
the wrongs have neatly always been
righted in yne way or another,

Itis right sna proper ihat there
should ke divergeuces of opinlon re-
garding subjects with which we have
to deal, and that argument and rea-
soning should follow; hence politjual
parties, each presumably having the
weliare of oll in view hut holding to
different views aa to the best methods
by which it can be accomplished,
Thus » politician siould be a patriot
first, muking bis partisanship s menns
t0 an end and that end the wellare of
his peopie. How diflerent from this
is the career and practices of the gne
who engages in politica for politics?
sake—who makes It his practice by
day and his dream by night, his re-
ligion and his guidel 8o sleeped {n
the practive of tbe slume does he
become thet to belong to apother
organization is coneidered by him as
equivalent o belug B8 criminal
and in furthering the welfare of his
particular organization any trick, any
veparture ftom Iaw that can be accom-
plished with safety, any perversion of
tact of mapeuver whother rlght op
wrong io iteelf, if it but aids “*ihe
cauee?? 18 elther practiced or encour-
aged. More: Thosd men and pews
papers that decline o enter the slums,
that don’t care to bhandle mud
belligerently if at all, that do not cure
to e bound by others’ opinlous me to
the rightand wrong of every question,
that have their own I1deme and their
own preferences and will put permit
themselves Lo be ‘‘gently led by the
nose as peses are’ hecome the gpecial
mark for the asesuite of the knights of
the pothouse, and no misreptesentatlon
i8 oo wide of the mark, no jnsipua-
tion too vile and no fsliehood too con-
temptible to be employed arriust such

independent citizen or paper. The
design §8 to elther force them
to gquit being Independent and

unconditionally champion one sjde
ot the other,or give the assailants
somse little fancted prestige by showing
how litle they exercise the amall
amount of mental power they possess
when the bossrs cut the pace for them.

We areglad that thiels a great, hig
free country, for noiwithstanding the
Iahuses which have grown up by rea-



