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gave a brief report of the mission of aus
tralasia the branches he said were in
a thriving condition many were his
quotations and explanations on baptism
proving clearly that baptism by immer-
sion was the only true mode the gift
of the holy ghost by the laying on of0
hands was thoroughly explained the
restoration of the priesthood was also
explained the congregation listened
with unusually great interest

evening session hymn Pprayerraver
byb Horomona hymn 96 L ghong
landand
ayiy spoke the road that leads to life
eternal being his subject before clos-
ing he bade them farewell hoping to
meet them in zion in the future

elder andrew jensen spoke through
an interpreterinte george bowles divine
authority and power of the priesthood
being his subject

thetae evening session closed and im-
mediately thereafter asked
the following questions what river
runs near jerusalem outside of the
fasecase of the eunich prove baptism by
immersion correct also define duties
of branch presidents president gard-
ner answered the chiefs questions clear-
ly and satisfactorily

monday morning session began with
usual devotional exercises wi nera
of poriruaPori rua gave some good instructions
te hora delivered one of ITShs ex-
cellent discourses though brief it was
timely james abbott spoke upon pro-
phecy fulfilled in these latter days and
the land of america being promised to
josephs seed hawkes bay was re-
ported by F W he spoke of
the establishment of the gospel upon
the earth joseph lindford reported
wairaukairau as being in good condition
closed with devotional exercises

the 2 p ni session was opened in the
usual way andrew jenson blessed a
native child otene spoke upon
the infinite wisdom of god R L bird
spoke of the necessity of possessing the
holy ghost E 0 best spoke of george
Q cannonsCann onla prophesy hoera te ru
ruka spoke in a humorous manner of the
churches of the world

evening session began by singingsin ging
prayer and singing the second song
was by maori sunday school children in
english conduconductedcUd by H lee bradford
paralenePa tui benere and

delivered discourses H
C jex spoke of hisbis labors among euro-
peans toi tote spoke on dan-
iels dream brother gardner spoke of
the program for christmas and advised
all to strictly refrain iromfrom liquor whether
mormon catholicdat holic or church of eng-
land

december 24 the evening session be-
gan with opening exercises elder jen-
son occupied the time he delivered a
most instructive lecture on risnis travels
especial mention was made of his visit
to the hill cumorah nauvoo kirtland and
the house where the book of mormon
was translated his portrait was made
so vivid that in the minds of many they
could see the described places cict early
during the lecture he spoke of adam
ondi ahman many of the saints bore
faithful testimonies to the authenticity of
the work of god I1

thusthug closed the largest district con-
ference ever held in Waira rapa

january ath a number of european
saints left for zion on the tasmania
vviaia vancouver and portland they were
eight in number viz J C peterson
annie peterson edna drinkwaterDnnDrink kwatermater eva

drinkwater and four children they in-
tend making logan their future home

H LEFLEE BRADFORD
clerk of conference

TRADITION OF THE PIMAS

the following tradition of the pima
indians relative to the ancient ruin
known as the casa grande great house
in maricopamaricolaMari copa county a few miles from
the railroad station of that name was
given to one of Ari zonas pioneers about
thirty years ago by an aged indian who
was said to be over a hundred years old
he was the official keeper of pima his-
torical tradition and when he rehearsed
his story he refreshed his memory by
reference to a small bundle of sticks
about a foot long each covered with nu-
merous notches laying away one stick
after another as he progressed in his
story which lasted two days to give
all his details would be too long lorfor a
newspaper article so I1 here give but a
summary or general outline of his narra-
tive which began of a time long anterior
to the conquest of mexico by the span-
iards in 1521 1I will only say that up to
that date the pimasaimas had lived inin peace
and comfort raising cattle and goats
and from their farms receiving abundant
harvests

but one day a party of strange indians
appeared they had traveled forty
days from the south and were much
travel worn being brought before the
chief of the pimasaimas they prostrated them-
selves and then with sighs and lamen-
tations told their story they saidaid a
race of strange men had invaded their
country who were white who had
long knives swords and who made
thunder and lightning in battle which
killed men a long way off alluding to
guns they also wore shining armor over
their bodies which turned away arrows
and spears their people were unable
to cope with them and had been slain
by thousands and unless they could
have help must be utterly destroyed
they prayed the pimasaimas to go to their
aid to help drive out the cruel enemy 0

and help them regain their homes
the pima chief sent messengers inin

every direction ond called a grand coun-
cil after some days deliberation it was
decided to send help to the people in
the south mexico and soon a large
force volunteered for the expedition
while the strangers rested and refreshed
themselves the whole nation was busily
engaged in gathering food for the army
also a great store otof spears bows and
arrows battle axes and war clubs

thete etexpedition at length set forth
leaving behind besides the old men
women and children only ia few men as
a guard against any forseenunforeseenun danger
those who remained at home gathered
upon a high hill from which they
watched their departing kindred until
lost in the distance

after some weeks travel the army
came in sight of a body of men drawn
up as if to dispute their further passage
but the strangers with the army recog-
nized them as countrymen and went
forward to meet them they were told
it was useless to proceed any farther
the white men had slain or subdued all
the people being aided by strastrangebougan e and
powerful godseods and no one could con-
tend against them and they themselves
were endeavoring to escape to some
distant region where they might live in
peace

after some days rest the army sts
homeward with heavy hearts sorrowing
for their countrymen in the south aalbeing short otof provisions they had ire J

to stop awhile to hunt and gast 3

supplies of roots and herbs after aiabsabsenceence from home of three moons jhbtacy yi
arrived near their home on the gila babbt
were much surprised that no one
to meet them at night they made fifirof
on the hill tops but no answering sirsic
nals greeted their eyeeyesS much alarmedmed

f 4

they redoubled their haste and reachedched
their homes to find nothing butbut deab J
and ruin the bodies of their kindred V

men women and childchildrenren covered tho
ground and every house save one was
destroyed by fire at length a
miserable souls came out of places f
they had concealed themselves 1 and
with many lamentations told their story 4

they said that not long after the army
had gone some strange indians came
from the north ostensibly to buy beans
but in reality as spies seeing the Cde
fencelessfen seless condition olof the girnaspimas they
left and speedily returned with a great
force killed all the men except a tevfew 1

who were absent and many of the wo
men plundered and burned the houses
and then returned northward taking t
with them many women as captives I1

the enemy had left one building un r
disturbed the ruins of which now ra 4

main known as the casa grandegrand be-
cause it was stored full of corn andad
beans which they intended to take away
at a future time these strange indians
were those now called apaches jhom

aged narrator explained and all ua
evil had occurred but a little while be
lorefore

grief was followed by desire for
desperate revenge and having buried 1
the remains of their loved ones themthe t

whole army followed the trail 1ofI tte
enemy and found them halted in what
are now called the superstition X

bains which are about thirty miles north j
east of mesa city A dreaddreadfuljul battle
ensued in which the pimasaimas fighting
with desperation lorfor revenge and to10 af
recover their women from the enemy
utterly routed them killing most bal
them and rescuing such of the bomea i
as remained alive for when thetheaowo
men saw their friends they seized suc
weapons as they could and fought the
apaches with the courage of desdespair
and many were slain while thus aiding
their friends the alialive
every prisoner though before this time
they had never been cruel to their
energiesenerenemiesnies

the old indian said this is the reason
why the pimasaimas and apaches caveat j
ways been such deadly enemies and laashis M

story explains why these mountains weare
called superstition mountains and why
the indians to this day do not like to
hunt or travel among them thethey say H
that at night the spirits of the dead
moan and lament though slain so long J
ago and that the place is Imamalololl bad 1

from this time there was constantconstananf
war with the apaches and the girnaspimas a

never again rebuilt their houses of ce- i
ment as in former times but built small
huts of brush and long grass plasteredplastered
sometimes with mud the old ruin of0
casa grande still stands like a lonely
sentinel guarding the hundreds of
mounds and hill rocks surrounding it j2
each the remains of a former building
public or private

A few years ago a mr bashing spent
two years in making excavations into


