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MORAL ACTION IN government

society organized constitutes gov-
ern merit that which we call the
state unorganized society Isi a con-
dition of depraved humanity from
which all civilized communities
wish to escape

society must exist inID the divine
economy it tois something that grows
and is not made it tois not to be
manufactured at will or let alone
at pleasure with its growth there
are growing and increasing de-
mands which can only be met by
organized efforts

rhefhe rights of meninen to be protected
are rights that already exist in indi-
vidualsvi but which in an in-
dividual capacity cannot always
be j preserved bad men are
found in all communities who
do not hesitate to trespass and even
trample upon the rights of good
men but good men never upon the
rights upon bad men it tois thothe good
who suffer as a rule the weak by
the strong when unrestrained

communities are powerless to en-
force the right in the absence of
organization but the state has all
power to both make and enforce
such regulations as may be deemed
best by the community for their
general welfare and progressprogram in all
rightful development

we are all born into society and
cannot escape from it if we would
it tois no crecreatureacure of human volition
it grows out of the very wants 0of
humanity such tois gods ordination
and he has adopted and fitted the
hum in soul for society and has
rendered society necessary for it

the law then upon which society
rests and is organized is a divine
law and its duties are equally
plain which are to provide for
bodily wants and educate the soul
for obeying the law of its creation

the child is born anier such
circumstances as to render the fam-
ily a necessity and god requires
parents to protect nurture and edu-
cate their offspring upon the fam-
ily is built all the other organiza-
tions of society and in this is in-
volved the duty of teaching and
training the duty as far as it can
be exercised of leading and aiding
reason to obtain mastery over the
will this great trust of teaching
and training isa committed to no
one man to no limited organization
of men it is committed tohumanity
as a unit as a totality

the powers of society therefore
are properly limited to its duties its
duty tois to teach the untaught and
lead the unthinking to thought and
correct moral action whatever is
necessary to this end it can do but
nothing against this it can make
no law of its own to supersede or
override the law of god as it has no
commission from god for any such
purpose society then in all its ar-
rangementsrangements is appointed to enforce
in time the laws of god not to vio-
late them such is the full extent
of its power it can show no author-
ity for any other purpose

every being has duties to dis-
charge towards every other human
being but men are everywhere
found who do violate godGodsIs laws do
refuse to discharge their duties and

do disregard the rights of their fel-
low men this is a universal fact
limlimitedgilted to no time or place to no de-
gree of intelligence or civilization
wherever man is found there are
also found rights violated and
wrongs committed the family
has failed to prevent them and the
community as such has no power
to compel obedience to enforce law
and order hence the state clothed
with authority to cause right and
justice to be done among men be-
comes a necessity and if a neces-
sityat then a rightrethe state is the embodiment of
the authority and power of the com-
munity organized to enforce right
and to prevent wrong and this right
and wrong are founded upon the
character and legislation of god
himself any other theory would
involve the absurdity of organizing
the state for the protection of rights
which as yet did not exist theadthe ad-
mission of a god in morality implies
that all right and all justice in the
universe must be divine right and
divine justice

mansmamps moral regeneration and per-
fection are sought after and are the
end ofef divine government and
should be the aim and tendency of
all kumanhuman governments which
should be administered by minds
filled with divine love and wis-
dom

st paul declares distinctly that
all civil authority is ordained of
god and not less distinctly does
the same doctrine flow from the
premises lying at the root of all
morality

the state is under lawjaw as much
as the individuals of which it is
composed the ladoflaw of godbygod by which
law the state must be governed
if it will continue legitimate

while the state exists of neces-
sity the form of its organization is
a matter of expediency Asall dinallin all
other things the bestbeat should be
selected that form which will be
most likely to place its vast powers
in the handsbands of those who will act
in unison with the great work of
human recovery and perfection

three forms of government have
had advocates and prominence
among enlightened nations of
christendom1 the monarchial the
aristocratic and the democratic
the first idea was that of all power
in one the second in a few and the
third in the many this last as the
word democracy implies is a gov-
ernment of the people of the many
they have the right to form and
shape the government to make and
unmake this form and change it as
to them may seem most convenient
to the public welfare they may
provide how the right men shall
find theirheir way into the right places
and what powers they shall exercise
when there

A pure democracy always im-
plies a habit of self government on
the part of the citizen the habit of
subjugating will to law of subduing
nature to reason of acting in obedi-
ence to the right di nd the true this
requires not only a knowledge of
the law but a disposition to obey

all genuine democracy must be
founded upon intelligence and
honesty the success of democracy

as a practical form of government
may be forecast whenever it inia
ascertained which of the two in-
fluencesfluen ces is the strongest intelli-
gence and honesty or ignorance
and dishonesty

democracy is no doubt the highest
human government

it places power in the hands of the
intelligent and the good and they
should select for official station only
the wise and the good if bad men
steal into power they can be dipdh
placed for wicked men with intelli-
gence are the bane of every do-
mo

de-
mocracymocracy they are like poison cir-
culatingcu lating in any system of govern-
ment rhese are the men who are
heard talking loudly otof the dear
people and assailing all honestbonest in-
telligencetelli gence laboring to create feel-
ings of enmity between classes in
order that they may crush out the
power of honesty and replace it
with the rule of knavery and wick-
edness

under this form of government
citizens have a very important du-
ty to perform they are indirectly
the rulers as all appointments are
in their hands and the policy also
as through this power of appoint-
ment the citizen can carry his own
views and opinions into acts of
legislation and government

the duty of an election is an im-
portant one since it is the object of
all organization to select the ablest
and bestbeat men for public trusts in
allail electiouselections the citizen is bound
to look to the qualifications of
the person torfor whom he votes he
can only vote for honest men if
he would discharge his duty to his
country by this term honest I1
mean something more than a mere
negative quality I1 mean that char-
acter in a man which will lead him
to seek for the true and the right
and then carry them out with a

that knows no hesitationauchpurposeuch a man may be trusted any and
everywhere party will never
blind his intellect or warp his judg-
ment or mislead him in his action
he never will be found shaping his
course and his policy with reference
to popularity unless honesty and
fidelity will secure it A learned
judge oneeonce said A politician who
hints a lie to obtain a vote is a liar
nay if he ever allows men to vote
for him under the impression that
be tois what he is not he is alsoajao guilty
of falsehood and a man who will
lie directly or indirectly to carry
an election is as destitute of real
honesty as the thief and the robber

this democratic principle is scarce-
ly possible except among a popula-
tion of some intelligence the
public mind must have advanced
far enough in civilization and
mental and moral culture to
admit the necessity of law and also
the necessity that all minds must
yield obedience to this law and the
results of its action in such an
organization majorities must stand
for the right for the expression of
the state and the declaration of its
political j judgments

such a judicial decision may help
to determine the character of many
who seek for officemee in our day es-
peciallyally in this territory on the
other hand an elector has no right


