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yesterdaylehtlesterday the latter dayaay saintssaints or
mormonscormonsMormonsblisofis held their semiemisemiannualannual con-
ferencefar

i

e for the IIdistrictstrIct in
the Oddfellows hall temple street
the effin 0openedned at half past
tenteu when ththee uailnaildewiwass nearly filled
mramr A hatch president of the district
ruled the meeting and there werewerd seve-
ral of the brethren present from the
territory of utah after a few intro-
ductory remarks which were preceded
ay ilngingsinging and prayer the president
called uponubon the presidents of the local
conferencesconferencea of the districts to presentresiept
their reports mr francis plattpiatt presi-
dent of the birmingham conference
havhavingn expressed his gratitude to the
ajmostmoat Ahighagh and eternal god for beldt
permitted to occupy the placeplaca which he
heldheid amongst the saints 1 I reported they
had not increased so much this year hiaa
during the last jtit appeared to bethebe the
experience of the elderselderd in that con-
ferenceferencee that some yearyeara were

1 periods of
sowing and other years periods of reap-
ing losomotomo 74 had been baptized their
meetings had been yeliyell attended and
the spirit of the lordbiord had been mani-
fested through the testestimonytimofy ofbf some
ofodthetae saints at stourbridgeStour bridge progress
had beenheen made since the opening of the
mission there and the brethren were
manifesting great individual life firefike
and vivacity there were twelve
branches in the conference of birming-
ham since last year one had to be dis-
organized in consequence of the breth-
ren having been scattered by emigra-
tion tinvin its roomzoom however one branch
had been organized ininalnaA illsdistantinttnt part of
the county 3mrar george hunterhuntpr presi-
dent ofbf thethi warwickshireWarwick shire conference
reported thatahat the people overlover whom he
yasfaswas placed were sincere and active and
inin general the saints were trying to do

duty before they left this land for
zion in conclusion he saidsald he was
perfectly at home with the saintsSathtsinin
warwickshireWarwick shire mr southwick presi-
dent of the staffordshire Gonconferencefereneeference re-
portedpor ted that he could say that the people
in staffordshire were good people midwid
were trying to build up the kingdom of
god so farnar as lay in their power where
were not many of their people down in
staffstaffordshireordshire about or but they
they were extending their borders F and
were desirous of leaving englandenglana andund
going to zion because they thought1
godangod was approaching with his jujudg-
ments

ld e
upon the nations ifthehe president

said the various presidentspresideddeidelats hayinghaving re-
ported he would place a few figures be-
fore the congregation to show the

strength of thetho
conferences ofbirminghambirminhambirmin ham warwick
shire and staffordshire the three cocon-
ferencesferences were divided into 29 branobramobrancheshes
12 in birmingham 11 in warwickshireWarwickshire
and ginoinG in staffordshire during last year
there emiaemlaemigrated0rated from birmingham
persons that was 1334 people hadbad goneone
to a land at the other endenad of the earth
and they had been advertised AS more
fresh fish for thethib salt lake laughlaugh-
ter well there wadwagwas plenty of room
in the salt lake forfo all the fresh fish
thab were sent laughter forty had
enilenliemigratedjated from the warwickshireWarwickshire con-
ference and 28 from staffordshire
making a total of in the three dis-
tricts had been baptized into the
church in 1866 thus through emiera
tion they hadbad lost 65 during the year
the total strengthstreng of birmingham was

in warwickshireWarwick shire in stafford
f shire total 1258 and if these all

diddidtdiditheirheIr duty as they ought to do they
would revolutionize this part of the
country that was certain devolution
izolla as they meant to do this was a
great a freetofree country a wealthy
councoufcountryitry of course it wastvastwas although
perhaps such specspeespectacletabietable
as a beggar nightmight be in it
daughter andannd beingb a wealthy coancoun-
try i little could be done without moneymones
the total amount received during the
year inih thetle cconferences composing this
district was fiyo1066 laa ad he ex-
plained how a portion of thistub money
was expended and suggested modes by
which contributionsthe of the saints to
the emigration fundfand worked at liver-
pool might be increased and thus the
means foifor the more speedy emigration
ofaf the saintsaints to zion be placed at their
disposal the speaker next referredd to
bhisis approachinghing visit to utah eulogizedalieaI1

america and particularly utah urged
tilt r

ra i i 1

the latter day saints to make allali haste
emigratingin and said that altaitalthoughhoughthoughl4
hehi hadanohad no fault to nindfind with the way anin
whichhloi hebe hadh been reerevreceivedelved in this
country thenethe newnevNv doucountry was hebeyondcorid
all doubt fsrfar ahead afipf and susuperiorperloperio to
thetheoldoldoid

the midmiddayday conferencenfOrence was equally
well attended aoandua thetho principal busi-
ness was of
ties of tilthe church and the grantinggrantin of
sailsallsanctionetiola ioto

i
thetho district fainfaansaintet itlayit hadbad

been anjouannouncedaced at the morning meet-
ing that a collection i and only one col-
lectionle e taken up at the mid-
day memeetingabing I1 eim expected that 30
would be contributedbuted and as the most
convenient way demaywe may here mention
that at the evevaevening conference the pre-
sident annoannounceduticed that the collection
hadllad been a success short addresses
were delivered at the middaymid day meeting
by orson pratt wm gibson
and W 13 preston the former speak-
er a venerable pokinglooking man from utah
dweltdwell with forforceforgeonceonon the truthfultruthfulness off
the work of mormonism and lnaintInAinvitedi

ted
all strangers to investigate andarld 1knowkrowrownow
forfoi themselves
at the evening conference which

commenced at six clockf the hall was
crowded in every part it being an-
nounced that mr franklin D Richadrichardsst
I1 fobeloheone ofbf the twelve apostles
would deliver an address mr richelch
ards expressed his pledplespleasuresure after an

Jabsence of ten yearstearsrears at again meeting
thehe brethren of birmingham and also
hisills wish to convey to every man wo-
man and child the great and glorious
principles of the fereligionligion over which
their prophet under the most HIhighI1 h
god presided he first testified to ttethe
wonderful progress of mormonism
from three or four towns inid the statestat
of illinois the mormons bad increased
until now they had something like
lowns throughout the territory bf utah
this wasvaswa the work of twenty years
only a mere span and liehe could well re-
membermember iniff the month ofbf february

going out in the first ship whose
padpAipassengers were destined for utah it
waswab aaccredit which all gave to their pro-
phet brikBrIgbrighamhAin young that he was wellyell
posted in all matters concerning the
territory and government and he mast
keaieazealouslylouly guarded and watched over the
interests of the societyI1 it madeanade them
sorrow to look upon the children of
men because they persisted in turning
away from the truth or scorning it
when offeredofleodnered he could not underunderstandtand

thishis feeling unless it was due to the
fact thetho cormonsmormons were polygamists
and because of this they were followfollowedea
with a vindictive fedelifeelingng that was not
worthy of the limetime or the people did
not father abraham did not the
ancient prophets practice it in all
righteousrighteousnessilessliess before god yes and
now it was practiced by the latterlatten dakday
saintsints who had surrounded it witwith
more rigid rules of domestic virtue than
had been in force in times ionlonlongiong gone
past he wished to speak to chhemthem
without hurting their feelingsfeelingst upon
this subasubjectget but there was a time coming
if it had not already arrived when
things done in secret would have to
uiluliundergodergoderro the ordeal of being investigated
in the broad light of day and when it
would be found necessary to throw off a
falsefase delicacy in dealing with a great
evil which afflictedafflictedalledailallail the cities of this
and other countries they found every-
where in the great cities what was call-
ed the rocialsocial evil and people had talked
about that unable to find a remedy
until now it was looked at passively
there being as it was thought no real
remedy but here was a perfect cure
for it and the latter day saints were
convinced that this was true

after a lengthy and veryverb plain re-
ference to the subject he asked what
had been the testimony of travelers in
utah on the matter mr Ilhepworthepworth
dixon had advertised the world that a
house ofor illlii repute did not exist in the
territory from to of the
neglectneglectedelleAl and outcast darlings
of fathers and mothers and brothers
were wandering in the great cities of
the country but in utah they hadbad
something better purer nobler higher
what was the beginning the great
origin of the church of england who
was that monarch who havinhaving one
wife and being desirous of having
others was refused by the pope king
henry VIII did not consider that he
was bound to one woman therefore he
took other wives but asked the speak-
er why did he not go thhe whole length
why did he nolfiot come autaouta whole cwiafiman
and who 3tt that if heho bad then
establishedestayshed thathe beligoreligon of the latter

d

day saints god would have leslowed
upon him greatgrent pprosperitycosper ityadmdgod was
now about to call thathe nations to atcountiaccount
for the great sinbin to which hebe had sal-

d ed an d he the speakspeakererleri asked hiag
far shorthoit are thewe bihlg f ho present jimetime11 me
b ahethe sinsbins of sodeoarodopi and 11

inX afew ing phrases characterte-rig ofi tiiethe me 0 the class to1246 belonged mr richard 4 testi-
fied that the V 2 the saintsfaints wasvak

1

uap1 ajhee uilago rp of gode
1mr pt lean ext sspoke0k in1 continuation
of iiitilthee puabjectb qt and the
great grogrowthgronimwlmwiMof theibe morman althfaithaith the

of the beliebellebelieversverp to build upjull a
tempie in the land from which they
hadbrid been drIvedrivenubyhy the united statesfates to10
utah he also prophesied uutter annianui 1

hi lation if not something worse to
great britain america and all atherother
nations if they did not awake ililiiin time to
the truth and embrace the docdoedoctrinetrine of
the saints in support of his remarks
he quoted portionsionslons of the ath chapter
of isaiah and also rereferredfe to the book

iot momormonrmon the proceedingsedinga weree
brought to a close by the singingsinodg of a
hymn by anan efficient choir placed un
mr cook it was announced ththat seve-
ral other meetings

1 4 pl during
the week
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ELDER prattprath
dear broabrofbrotherher T I1improvelupro e theoi present

opportunity of writing youlyou these linesiinescinesi
in order to express my gratitude for tha
recent asit of brother F D Ririchardscharilcharli
whom I1 hadtkehad the pleasureleasure of meetingieeting at
hamburg the lith uitnit caeft routefouteroufou for this
place indeedI1 felt very happy to greetgreed
and welcome brother richards and to
bavehave the privilege of his gomcompanyanitoito
travel through some part of this ISIlyluismisIs
monon as itt isid over twelve yearsyear ago bincathee paid us a visit ve arrived at thisthib
placepace afiethe uit anndarid opoll the following
day being Sabatsabbathfi brotherbrothenbrojbroi thel richards
attended the branch meeting where a
goodlygrodl number of saintssaint and efransiranbrangersgrangersGrangersi

genger
were assembled who listened with greatgroat
attention to the excellent anaand suitable
remarks given by him throughthrough the illinlie
s 1 on of the holy spirlspirit which alalsoalqq
assistedlslted pie in the translation of tilethe i

same the roadsroada being in severalbeveral liaediacplaces
bidelblockedzed up by snow we hadbad to waitwaltM aitalt unune

til the the when we setget out for
sweden by rail for elsinore crossed the
sound by steamer to HelsheishelsingborgHelsingheisingingborgborgonon the
swedish coatcoast continued by rail from
there to the city or inthethe seona
conferenceence arrived thereinthareld
and were met at the station by elder KN

the next day we hadbad a
lively and wellweil attended meeting ar-
ranged by the lipresidingresiding elder john
fagerberg who togtogethertherthen with the
saints were happy to welcome brotherbrodberbrotherber
richards on swedish ground having
learned that the railroad to stockholm
was passable we took train the for
the city of our next place of0
destination where there is a branch be
longing to the gothenburggothenbergGothenburg conference
and were joined there by Leldereldeniderlder N wilwll
helmsen and held a good meeting on
the with the saints who felt well
in having the opportunity of seeing and
hearingheaning an apostle for the first time
the strangers present werewore also very at-
tentiveten tive early the next morningmorMDI

1 we
continued our journey throughgli the
snow covered toucountry the layers of
snow being deeperdiaper as we advanced
northward yet the iron horse pulled us
throughgb andabd we reached the city of
Norrkoping in the evening thisibis being
the headhea place of the conference of the
same name the presiding elder QG
OhIsson had advised the saints to con-
vene a meeting the next day we found
the hallhalihallwellwellweil filled at theth appointedappolifted time
both with saints and peaceable ailtout-
siders eager to receive the word 0off god
which tornoavass dispensed to the joy and
satisfaction of all present the dinst
we took cars for stockholm and arrived
at the old capital of sweden the same
day in the evening and were met and
welpwelcomedomed at the station by the presi-
dent of the conference J B hesse

i the following day being very stormy
and unpleasant we kept mostly in
doors enjoying ourselves by reading
writing and conversing on sundaysanday
the ad inin the afternoonafter we steppedstepped into
the palace church and 11listened to the
lutheran service which sounded cold
and lifeless and I1 wwonderedered how in the
world so manymanymaby ppeopleeople could be induced
to attend such seenihigly unprofitable
service though I1 mych had in former
ddaysdasslydoly dodonesoeso through thekhe foiceforce ofI1 habit
andand tradition it wasas a pleasantaa dandn ii

striking contrast to meet withoieholeUUietheghe I1gaisaibatsfats aibelathel qt 1

6 ir felt ththeA
I1offtereneeTerenceflekeu onV j

ththe ellvingliving spirit aaril the heartyhearts
as the words 1

11 d from6 ahnit autho
servantant of the lord causing merhe

to wank gad wah moytoy Vholhoi0 heart for
ofbf the 61tru Gospel and 1

bhethe eenjoyment of its blessingsI1MA0 antheon the j
2ndand we had a pleaspleasantalltdilt sleigh ride j
through the towntowia and took a view over
the sametame bin d the surrounding country 0

troifrom two PC0 the mosmosmasbeto elevatedadvhted polpoipointsnts I1
i

though the panorama was not at allalf
satisfactory tat chis the yearharbar the
nownog covering and hhithiiinathngtyee blbeauty 61oathathetha bceneryscenery which in

thehe summer tinie liverycivery picturesque
andaud romantic in theh evening we had
the opportunity of jaein the royalkoyal
family at the opera hoiholhouseIsei the greatgrat
theatre which was filledtilled with a very
respectable looking and Wwelwellelleil dressed
crowd of spectatorsspectators who all ioieloierose lato
their feet whenwhon the royalty entered and
aatenherhe king lihadaa bovbonbowedred to allail sidesheesle
remainedwaind sistandingp while thetho orchestra
played a fafavorite natnationalfonalional song the
present king clariesclarles XV seems t be
very popular among alshisais people anduna is
fayfavorablyoraby inclined to the advancement
of political and religious liberty and I1
iiahope the time will come when the
Ssaintsa nts here will enjoy the same freedom
as in denmark being at present limited
toehold their meetings in the evenings
after the services of the state church are
closed we heldheid another meeting on
the fth when brother richards andlahd i

myself confirmed four members who I1

hadbad been bdbaptizedzeIzel ttheh e same evening
thetho work is advancing inift all parts ofor
19wedensweden confirming ramybellefbelief in a2 pro-
phetic expressexpressionloii of brother ricElcrichardshardsbards
while prpreachingeachin in one of the meetings L

irin sweden that thousands ofor bibelieversel leversievers t
will yet be gathered but from that
country to increase the strength of zion

on the rth we left stockholm by rail
formaio recrossed the baltic by steamer
and landed at copenhagen the next day
at 41 pm and found allwellallnil wen at
1 the following sun-
daytilthe 0othih thethe saints and a
1 ot of brangertMr1angerrangers asemassembledaledpled in 981 larg
hall rented forfon tchehe occasion a
waskas beld the rainremembrance of which 1ia
sweet and heavenly and will iipp be i

forgotten by those present who enjoyed i

the influence of the holy spirit which t
was poured out in great abundance fix f

Inguping uponpathetiietile hearts of the hearers the
convieconvictiontion of the truths aadvancedadvancedeed it
waswaba a glorious timer long to be remem-
beredbW Ted As the seasonbeason was notapt conve-
nientnl lefforor travtraveling in other parts of the
nieAlimissionironifon brother richards conciconal de
not fptp prolong hibsthis stayay among us hencebence i

he took leavelifave Qonn tbethe to return to
england via rotterdam I1 accom-
panied himhini as far Asjas hamburg where
we partedpartied on the lubluh at 6 in
tilethe evening liehe taking the train for
rotterdam andnd I1 returned the next day
to copenhagen to resume my labors
the time brother richards spent among
uus was very beneficial to us all as he
was untiring on all occasions to impart
good words and instructions seasoned
by the spirit and influence of the holy
prieiriepriesthoodchood vested in him he carried
with him the spirit of zion causing our
hearts to rkjoicerejoice and imparting asas it
were renewed life and vigor in all with
whom he came in contact our best
wishes follow him and may god bless
him and all the leadersleaders of israel inhi
promoting the cause of zion upon the
earth

fearing that this communication hashaq
already grown tob lengthy and tedious
I1 will conclude with iovelove and respect to
yourself and all in the office in which
the brethbrethrenrn and sisters here join I1
subscribe myself your brother in christ

C WiDEnwiderBORO f

I1
RELEASES elder william BR smith

president of the district comprising
manchester liverpool and preston
conferences has been on account of
ill health rpleasedreleased with permission to
return home brother smith has labor-
ed in this country with
gence for nearly two years and is high-
ly esteemed among the Saint hishi
district president
of the nottingham conference aas
beenbeell released to return home on ac-
count ofoanA dangerous affliction upon the
lungsrings brother kimball has been about
three years in the missionMisslionilon and hhashnsas
labored with great zeal his ministra-
tions have undoubtedly beenbeena a blessing
tpto manymavy andaud will prove a great source
ofofconsolation to him ththroughou h 1ifelifefe
4 V firferfitU if WIyio


