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how little we knew when we were
bornbom how little we knew when we were
boysa and girls and when we arrived to
manhood and the spirit of god led us
to have faith in the revelations otof god
and not to join the sectarian world still
bow little we knew what lay before us
and tthehe purposes of god concerning us
it1 11can bear testimony to the truth of07 the
discourse we listened to this forenoon
we live in a very important day and
generation we live in the midst of im-
portant works otof god and we little
anewknew in early youth and manhood that
we ourselves hadbad been preserved in the
spirit world lorfor seven thousand years to
stand in the flesh in the last days to be
called of god to labor in his vineyard
anddmd to buildupbuild up his church neveneverthe-
less

arthe

these are truths the lord has
never set his band in any age of the
worldorld to perform a work unless he has
prepared an element to carry out that
workark that is our condition as latter
daday saints in myy youth I1 attended
abbatabath school underder dr portera great
apnu ater but the very moment I1 began
threadread the scriptures and learn what

i was in them that veryverv moment there
wuwas a spspiritirit told me that that church and
dospel that I1 read of in the new testa-
ment were not on the earth I1 never
heard a minister acknowledge the neces-
sitys of the works that followed the teach
ihas of the savior and his apostles
gothingJoat0thing would make them angry

t
fl than to tell them that these
werevere the works of god and would be
againasam established on the earth the
clergy would be immediately stirred up
if they heard of any one advocating these
things a thing which I1 frequently did
in my early manhood I1 felt that I1 could
riot join any church unless I1 could find
one that taught those principles which I1

read of in the new testament a church
hat enjoyed the same giftsand blessings

that the savior and his apostles pos-
sessed that was not alone my condi-
tion but it was the condition of many
men who lived in those days As I1 have
said god had an element prepared who
hadbad been ordained of him to stand in
the flesh in the commencement of his
church on the earth in this dispensation
and this element the lord has gagatheredcathereatherea
together in order to build up zion to
warn the world and to prepare for the

coming of the son of man brother
george Q cannon spoke this forenoon
on the subject of revelation when the
church was organized nobody professed
to have revelation it was not believed
in they had the bible and they did
not want any more revelation but I1
will say to ye men of israel the lord
never had a church in any age of the
world that he did not give revelation to
and never will have thi church could
not live twenty four hours without reve-
lation it belongs to the priesthood and
to the gospel of christ

brother cannon spoke about the
temptation of the evil one there never
was a people on the earth whom the
devil was more anxious to tempt and to
destroy than those who bear the holy
priesthood if anybody supposes that
the first presidency and the apostles
and leading men of israel are not temp-
ted they are mistaken it jesus christ
was tempted of the devil for forty balsdalsdays
and nights do you suppose hebe aouwouldI1d
pass by these apostles and prophets
we are all of us tempted and tried day
by day there is no people that the
arch enemy lucierluci er is more at war
against than these latter day saints
dwelling in the valleys of the mountains
we all have to fight against this power
and shall have to until he comes whose
right it is to reign with the keys ot death
andana hell and binds satan and sets a seal
upon him in my reflections sometimes
I1 feel that the latter day saints do not
comprehend our position and the danger
we are in through being continuallycontinbially
tempted and tried for there is a power
constantly laboring with us to draw us
away from our duties and from the com-
mandmentsmandments of the lord the god of
heaven holds me responsible as the
president of this church holding the
keys of the gospel otof christ while I1
dwell inthein the flesh can I1 live without
revelation can my counselors and
these apostles live without revela-
tion they would not be fit to
lead this church one day without the
revelations of god I1 am somewhat
acquainted with the lord I1 am some-
what acquainted with his ways and with
his spirit and I1 know that god himself
his son jesus christ and all the powers
of the eternal and everlasting priesthood
are exercised over carrying out the great
purposes of god upon the earth these
revelations in the bible the book of
mormon and the book of doctrine and
covenants have got to be fulfilled and
without we yield ourselves as elders of
israel to this work we do not magnifymagnily
our calling before the lord we havehave
revealed to us in the bible the promises
that were made to joseph who was
separated from his brethren and to
ephraim and manasseh their bless-
ings were to prevail to the utmost

bounds of the everlasting hills we
today are in that very country we have
been led here by the power of god and
that too by men who were governed
and controlled by revelation now it
there is anything on earth the devil
wants it is to hedge up the way for the
fulfillment of these revelations and
prophecies it is in the hands of this
people to carry out these purposes of
god as revealed unto us will we do
it yes we will do it why because
the lords word will always be fulfilled
all that has been said with regard to
gathering the people to zion and what
was to transpire in zion has been ful-
filled so far and not one word will fail
I1 want the latter day saints to under-
stand this you are here upon a mis-
sion so am 1I so was joseph smith
every one that has been born into this
church had the privilege of coming here
and receiving the blessings of this
church and ofodthethe temples of our god
if we do not receive them it is our fault
and not the lords

I1 have been strongly exercised in my
mind in looking at the signs of the times
and what is taking place in the earth I1
think of what the savior said totto thehe phar
isles ye can discern the bece of the

can ye not discern the sisigns9 of
the ti I1 feel to say to
day saintsSaintsCancan we not discern the signs
ofodthethe times whenmen I1 look at the wickick
edness of men and the terrible power
the devil has among the children of men
I1 feel as though it should stir us uup to
righteousness and to the work ortheof the
lord I1 have referred to the fact that
I1 was twenty years of age before there
was a murder committedcom bitted in the new
england states A man killed hisbis wife
in new haven connecticut and it
shocked all new england old men
and women and young men and maid-
ens wept over the idea of a murder
being committed in the new england
states how is it today it takes col-
umns of every newspaper published to
record the murders and suicides that are
committed each twenty four hours
people are killing themselves to pay
their debts or for some other reason
and this is increasing all the time now
my brethren and sisters this teterribletrible
rush to death that is in the world meansmeans
something what is the meaning of it
all why the lord said to joseph
smith sixty three years ago

behold verily I1 say unto you the angels are
crying unto the lord day and night who anam
ready and waiting to be sent forth to reap down
the neldsfields

but the lord saith unto them pluck not up
the tares while the blade is yet tender for verily
your faith is weak lest you destroy the wheat
also

therefore let the wheat and tares grow together
till the harvest is fully ripe then ye shall first
gather out the wheat from among the tares and


