
THE DESERET
whom the schemers seek to make the
conduit through whom they would
fain convey the wages of those who
are used for the consummation of
their plots

another idea connected with the
matter is that it is the reverse of
complimentary to the chief magis-
trate to intimate by this local action
regarding the reinstatementinstatementre of
judge zane that he is under the
necessity of falling backbach upon nom-
inations made by the late president
arthur which would imply that he
is incompetent to originate them
himself

besides this it tois an insult to
all people who wish to see a proper
and impartial enforcement of the
laws to seek to return a man to
office who outrageously departed
from the spirit and letter of the
statutes a fact that can be proved
without difficulty by the record
he arbitrarily ejected from the
panel of a grand jury three non

mormon citizens of this territory
because they declined to perform
an unconstitutional and therefore
illegal act and then filled the
vacancies thus created by open
venivenire processreprocess the position taken
by those three expelled jurors was
afterwards justified by the supreme
coutt of the united states which
decided that judge zane impris-
oned a host of men without
color or authority of the law result-
ing necessarily in a wholesale jail
delivery

does the administration desire
a repetition of such outrages
does the chief executive wish un-
paralleled wrongs perpetrated by
authorities of his appointment if
so then president harrison cancabbutbut
yield to the importunities of certain
political schemers of this territory
and reinstate in office an imported
official whose past record shows the
likelihood of a repetition of crueltiescruelties
having scarcely a parallel in the
jurisprudence of any civilized nation
under heaven

HUXLEY ON MORMONISM

THE popular science monthlyMonths for
april reproduces the article by pro-
fessor Huxleyon agnosticism from
the nineteenth century we notice
it because it contains a reference to
mormonism a portion of which

has been given to the public by the
associated press annexed are the
full remarks of professor huxley on
this subject

when the historian of religion
in the twentieth century is writing

about the nineteenth I1 foresee he
will say something of this kind

the most curious and instruc-
tive events in the religious history
of the preceding century are the
rise and progress of two new sects
called mormonscormons and positivists
to the student who has carefully
considered these remarkable pheno-
mena nothing in the records of re-
ligious self delusion can appear im-
probable

the mormonscormons arose in the midst
of the great republic wwhichae

though comparatively insignificant
at that time in territoryry as in the
number of its citizens was asaa we
know from the fragments of the
speeches of its orators which have
comedowncome down to us no less remarkable
forthefor the native intelligence of its po-
pulationpu lation than for the wide extent
of their information owing to the
activity of their publishers in dif-
fusingausing alall11 that they could invent
beg borrow or stealsl nor were
they less noted for their perfect free-
dom from all restraints in thought
or speech or deed except to be
sure the beneficent and wise in-
fluencefluence of the majority exerted in
ewecase of need through an institution
known as tarringrandand feathering
the exactenact nnature of which is now
disputed

there is a complete consensus of
testimony that the founder of mor-
monism one joseph snsmithath was a
low minded ignorant scamp and
that he stole the scriptures which
he propounded not being clever
enough to forge even such contempt-
ible stuff as they contain nevert-
helesstife less hemhe must have been a man of
some force of character for a con-
siderablesid erable number of disciples soon
gathered about him in spite of
repeated outbursts of popular hatred
and violence during one of which
persecutions smith was brutalbrutally
murdered the mormon body stead-
ily increased and became a flour-
ishing community but the mor-
monmo practices being objectionable to
the majority they wewerere more than
once without any pretense of law
but by force of riot arson and mur
der driven away from the land they
halfhad occupied harried by these
persecutions the mormon body
eventually committed itself to the
tender mercies of a desert as barren
as that of sinai and after terrible
suTesufferingsrings and privations reached
the oasis of utah here it grew
and flourished sending out mis-
sionariessiosionariesnarles to and receiving converts
from all parts of europe some-
times to the number of in a
yearvear until in 1880 the rich and
hounsflourishingbing community numbered

souls in utah alone while
there were probably or
scattered abroad elsewhere in the
whole history of religions there is
no more remarkable example of the
power of faith and in this case the
founder of that faith was indubit-
ably a most despicable creature it
is interestinginterestingInte I1to observe that the
coucoursearse taken oy the great republic
and its citizens runs exactly parallel
with that taken by the roman em-
pireI1ire and itsite citizens toward the ear-
lyFY christianschristiana except that the ro-
mans had a certain legal excuse for
their acts of violence inasmuch as

the christian sodalitia were not
licensed and consequently wem
ipipso80 facto illegal assemblages un-
tilti in the latter part of the ninine-
teenth

no
century the united states

legislature decreed the illegality ofol01

polygamyly amy the mormonscormons were whol-
lyry within the law

we refer those who desire to know

the professors views on Positive 1

to the body of the article the fore-

going extract is striking and inter-
esting because of its closing sen-

tences the former part occasions

surprise it is strange ththatat oneolle who

figures so prominently in modern
science should handle this part of

the question in a soBO thoroughly uln

scientific manner
prof Hux leys views are clear and

sound as to the course pursued to-

ward the cormonsmormonsMormons l by their al-

leged nd the
similarity between the persecutions
of the mormonscormonsMormons and of the prim-
itive christians the latter day

saints and the former day saints
these are deduced fromom know
facts from veritable history but
his remarks concerning thecue founder
of mormonism are simply the
echoes of unfounded rumors ft

repetition of epithets flung against

a great and remarkable man by

bigoted and enraged sectariessect aries whose
craft was in danger from his thuuthun
der bolts of invincible truth

the statement that he stole toethe

scriptures meaning of course the

book of mormon is a falsehood

which has been so completely esel
plodded that professor Hux leys mio

information is almost inexcusable
judged by the rule used in the

case of joseph smith the greatest
botopersonage of the ages would

classed in the same category tn
enemies of jesus christ denounced

him as a wine bibber a glutton
a friend of harlots an associate
of publicanspublic ans and sinners a djadi

exorcist a treasonabletreaso nab

plotter against the government
worse than a robber and only titnt foror

an ignoble death his accusers v
eluded not merely the rabble but

learned doctors of law the mow

devout and pious teachers of the

times respected persons of hisbis owa

lineage and tribe and variousparlous ladiind

who offered a co

conseconsensusesus of testimony agalos

him
yet even prof huxley wowould

hesitate to say anything disrespect

fulfal of the great nazarene whatever
he might think of the divineavine natureeatn
claimed for that exalted
the epithets hurled by a oneen

mies are no guide to his ch aegeterargeter

the scorn and contumely ivrwo


