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gought diring many years for the
Mormon vote, and each’ cou-
demuned the other for obtaining it,
nud finally the idea dawned upon
the Repulicans that they would snve
expense and trouble by getting rid
of it. Bo they succeeded, with the
aid of a few anti-Mormon Demo-
crats in passing the test oath law, a
most astounding document.

Nevoada passed a test oath law
rimilar to that of Idaho, but it was
pronounced unconstitutional by the
Bupreme Courtof that State.

The most violent anti-Mormons
adm't that it is not polygamy that is
their real objection to Mormonism,
but that they regard it as an impers-
um in imperio, a “hierarchy,” a
“theocracy,” terms which very few
of them know the meaning of, The
imperium in inperio doos not exist.
No people are more patriotic or sub-
servient to law than the **Mormons*?
are and have been, with the single
exception of disobedience to one Inw
antagonistic to their religious teach-
ings, There I8 a “hierarchy?®? such
as there g2 in all churches, that is
all.

No people require so little law as
the Mormons. Their great desire
s that brethren should dwell to-
gether In unity. The irrigation of
Innd, the building of fenges, the
breediug of cattle and sheep, go hund
In hand with baptism, the sacra-
ment, and various_ordinances ag
barmless asthe formalities in other
sects,

The Church does not command
but connsels ils members to avoid
litigation and to settle disputes
among themselves. The High
Council is n simple, just and com-
mon jHustration of all there ig tothe
smperium inimperio. It i n court
of arbitration, composed of o jury of
twelve men, presided over by the
Btake Presidency, costing nothing,
and deciding not sc moch what is
legal a8 what is right, and in that
sense Is guperior to legal mnethods.

It was a eruel and uhjust exercise
of power which forbade the owner-
ship of more than $50,000 worth of
real estate, so as to rob he Ulah
Mormone of their Church prop
erty, while In New DMexico the
wealthy Roman Catholic hleaarchy
Is permitted to retain its valuable
property. But there are millions of
Catholic voters while the Mormion
vote, Il untrammeled, would be in-
pignificant. This explains the differ-
ence of treatment of {he two cases.

Further anti -Mormon legisla-
tion is not only wnot needed, but
“will have the effect of binding the
Mormong [stjll closer togethet, fin-
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creasing their united power and |
perpetuating their religion.??

Capt. Codman expresses hia heliel
that Joseph 8mith was a fraud, and
his conviction that Joseph and
Sydoney Rigdon foisted upon their
dupes as a divine revelation the
harmless romance of a Presbyterlan
clergyman.

He gives interesting particulars of
a High Clouncil trial coneurning a
dispute over land, at which he way
present, and of the dedication of the
Bear Liake 8take Talernacle. His
desecription  of both s graphic
and truthful. He says of
the people that, gathered
from far and mnear, all {armers
with thelr families, camped un Sat-
urday under the eaves of the sauct-
uary, “they sat around their fives.
with psalms and hymns and spicitu-
al songs singing with grace in their
hearts nnlo God;’’ no dupes were
more gincere, nouns more happy in
being duped and none more devoted
to our common Lord and Master.

After describing the gervices, in
which, he says, no mention wag
made of polygamy, but the people
were oxhorted to works of righteous-
ness and to give thelr enemies only
one cause to complain against thewmn
—that they were united, Lo states,
¢#That they had been disfranchised
seemed fo give them little eoncern.
I am sometimes inclined to think
that they sceretly rejoiced initas a
sort of mild persecution which con-
tributes to their unity and progress.*

Astothe question, “Why “does
not the Mormon Church author-
itatively repudiate polygamy??! he
explaina that it is for tlle snme reas-
on that the Presbyterian Assembly
does not eliminate from -its creed
things which ita clergy decline to
teach from the pulpit, and ““does not
revise ils confession of faith lest one
stone being removed (rom the arch,
peradventnre the whole structure
may fall.”

He calls attention to the fact that|
the anti-Mormot party of Utah
“ig at Inst forced to admit that its
chief weapen can 0o longer be used |
with effect, and it has fallen Dback |
in the charge of disloyalty and seeks
to snatain it by reference to an al-
oeged obscure oath to avenge the
blood of the mrtyrs, taken in n gen-
eral way, when the assassination of

in the minds of the people, and he
8AYE:

“For this obaolete cath, taken years
ago by men most of whonm are now
dead, the Mormous of today, who are
a3 patriotic and loyal to our ilag as
any people boneath jis folds, are to bo
dmfrancgised[ i

“As well might John Milton, who
prayed, "Avenge, O Lord, Thy slaught-
ered Saints whose bones are scattered
on the Alpine mountains eold! have
been accused of disloyalty to his gov-
ernment, and denied the rights of
citizenship.”

The article is well worth perusing,
and when the writer does nnt
theorize, gives cvidence of lkeen
perception and a desiie to Le strictly
accurate. He has spent n great
deal of time in Idaho, has scen
much of the “Mormons’ there and
speaks (rom actual observation.

As to hisz opinion about Joseph
Smith and the origin of the Book of
Mormon, it is derived from super-
fielal and hearsay sources. He has
the right to his views, as we have
to ours. But when he speaks of
knowing thiat the Book was the
work of a Presibyterian clergyman,
because of “'the direct testimony of
thege who have seen the original
manuseript,”” he shows that he has
not dipped benenth the surface of
the evidence.

The testimony of those who
hinve teen the original manuscri'pt
is tothe exact reverse of his con-
clusion, aAnd he can gel a printed
copy, fully attested, f(rom the
DrsEreT NBws office and compare
it with the Baok salid to ha ve been

made from {t. Morcover, he
can s=ee the original manu-
script himsell by going to

Oberlin College, where it was placed
by Professor Fairchild who obtained
possession of that “extravagaunt and
harmless romance.r?  And he will
find on comparison that one could
not liave been framed from the
other and, that 8paulding’s story is
no wore like the Book of Mormon
tban Captain Codman’s entertain-
ing artlgle is like the Thirty-nine
Articles of the Episcopal faith, to be
found In the Book of. Common
Prayer.

This outspoken statement of fncts
and denunciation of proposcd legis-
iative fully will expose Capt. Cod-
man to the misrepresentation and
abuse of the anti-“Mormon’? crew
of conspirators, but 1t will have no
effect upon this literary son of the
sen, excepl to spur bim on to main-
tain his position because he knows
that be s right. We hope to see
other magazine articles from this
always entertaining writer.

BELLAMY 18 accused.of taking his
book, ““Looking Backward,”’ from
an old Germanautljsr named Bebel,
whe wrote a novel on the same lines
entitled ‘“‘Women, [Present ang
Future.”? Bellamy meets the charge
with the statement that he eannot
rend German angd uever heard of
Bebel,
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