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*OUTBIDE THE BOUNDS.

THe Commissjoners have rendered
a declslon, to be found eleewhere in
this paper, in regard to the officers |
to be eleoted 2t the August election.
We ehall not here consider their
right to adjudicate wpon this qnes-
tion, s subject on which much might
be said, but pass to s consideration
of the conclusions at which the
have arrived. The decislon that
the {offices which -should bhave
- been filled at the general election
in August, - 1882, nre to be Alled
ot ~ the next general wlection in
Aupgrit, 1883, for the wunexpired
torm,” we think to be Incorrect be-
cauce the laws of the Territory in
reference to some of those offices
grévida to the contrary. Probate,
ddges are to be elected every twol
vears, for a term of two years and
until thelr suecessors are elected and
qualified, and the elsation comes on

preventing parsons who had ever
been connected with the practice of
plural marriage from voting atrany
election in Utah, But supposing
they had legal authority to formu-
late their peculiar oath and compel
all eitizena 1o take 1t or be disfran-
chlszd; where can any authority
be found for the punishment of in-
dividuals who are not liable to con-
viction for orime?

There are ssvera] plasces of elti-
zend who, in our opini on, have been
unlaw!ulfy deprived of the elective
frenchize, thue being diapossessed of
valuable “property” without due
process of law. Iegal redressis
open to them snd it should be sought
for. Meny men and wommen &re
prevented from voting on the ground
that fthey are or hiave been poly-
gamistz, who cannot be convioted
in any court, because the atatute of
limitatlons bars their prosecution.
Can they be lawfally debarred from
exercising their polltical rlghts?
We think not. There are others,
who, llke Mayor Jennings, never vi-
olated sny law of,the Caited Btates,
having entersed into plural marriage
prior to the passage of the law of
1862 and emerged from it before the
passage of the Aect of 1882, It
should be always remembered that
the law of 1562 was directed solely
against the ceremony of plural mar-
riage and not against the cohabita-
tion of the purties, There are still
others, who both entered into and
censed their plural family aseocia-
tions prior to the enactment of the
law of 1862, and therefore cannos,
even by implication, be #aid to have
violated the law mgainet polygamy.

purposes at the rame meetinng, the
property. taxpayerg resldent in the
Distrlet are authorized to vote on
that gquestion whether they be re-
gistered voters or not, bot none but
registered voters may vote for the
election of Behool Trustees, In oor
opinion if is petter to have ceparate
meetings for the election of trustees
and for the levying of a tax for
school purposee. But if both are
jntended, or auy further business,at
the same meetiog, the notice must
specify the several objects of the
meeting, The annual report of all
moneys received and expended by
the Trostees during the year, must
ve submitted at the same meeting
held for the election of Trustees.
This report must be examiped by
an suditor appointed by the Trus-
tece who is not one of their nomber,
ibefore it is pubmitted to fhe meet-
ng.

Hefore that meeting the Trustces
must causs to be itaken n consus of
tke achool population, that is, the
tbe children residing in the Distriot
between the sages of six and elghteen
years. A eiatistical report, £ll-
ed out saccording fto s form
printed in the school law, must
pe fornished by the 'Trustees
to the County BSuperintendens be-
fore the tenth day of the ensuing
August, or they are lisble to prose.
cution on their bonds for negiect of
duty.

It the business of the meeting
should inclade the raising of a tax
for school purposes, 8 copy of the
notice of the meeting sud of the
minutes thereof, must be flled with
the County 8Buperintendent within

All these persons, we believe, have
been, unleawfully deprived of the

the even yonrs, not the odd ones,

If the Hoar Amendment be per-
mitted to figure in this connection,
the eleotion of 1883 will not relieve
any sapposed discrepancy with the
laws of the Territory.
over” principle is good at all, itds
good nntil the term has expired,
which will not be until August,1884,;

RBat this, psrhaps, is r matter of;
minor importance compared with |

the decislon In regard to the Terri-
torial offices. Theae have been filled
by election as provided by the pawa’
of the Territory duly ensacted, sign.
ed by the respective Governors in
office at the time of thelr passage,
end submitted to Congress; that
body not having disapproved of-
those laws they stand ss valid, and
the implled approval of Congress
gives them the virtual eanction of
the National Legislature.

In passing upon those enactments
the Commiasioners” again step out-
slde the bomnds of their calling snd
assume judicial functlons, so fer as
their opinion shall affect the elec-
tion fo fill the Territorial offices.
This I8 a grave matter, and opens a
guestion which -we think they have
no authority to determine. And if
we are not mistaken, the Bupreme
Court of the United BStates hae
passed upon this very guestion, tak-
ing a view entirely opposite to that
of thé Commiissioners.

However, we antloipate no great
trouble to avlee over these diflcult-
ies; they wlll, we have no doubt,
be arranged so fhat public affairs
will not be ohstrnoted, bat we call
attention to them ehiefly because of
the great atretoh of anthority which

the Commisrioners appear to have
exercized,

E COURTS SUBTAIN
THEM?

THE decislon of the Comm!issloners
in the Jennings case is not surpris-
ing,in view of their rendering of the
elghtia section of the Edmunds bili
at the tlme when they flrat issued
their registration rules. Mayor
Jennings’ name remains stricken
from the registration list although
he appeared and took the onth pre-
seribed, which he could comseienti-
outly do, because, s he slates to
Commisaioners, he is not, and has
not besn for mang years, & bigamist
or polygamist, neither bas hs co-
habited wifh more than one wo-
man, or &t apy time entered inio
any msarriage relations contrary to
the Izws of the United States. His
plural family relatiGns were con-
tracted befcre therc was any law of
the Tnited Btates relating ito biga-
my or polygemy, and ceased many
years bofore the passage of the Eg-
munds law. I§ remaios ROw to take-

WILL TE

If the *thold’

exercise of a vested right. They
had scqguired fhe right’ to vote &t
slections im Ufah by subscribing to
the laws relating thereto. The
elective franchise is not a= inherent
right, it is = privilege conferred up-
on citizens by law. Buf when it is
aoguired and exercised it becomens a
political righf,and is the property of
its possessor and cannot be taksn
from him in a constitutional way
without due process of law. 1t fol-
lows, ihen, that thoss citizens
whose status 'we have briefly de.
scribed have been unlawfally dis-

pssesred, and their only remedy
ies in the Courta, established for the
purposs of proteciing the people
against
onpon thele liberties.

It is » matter of extreme regret to
those who think the Commissioners
are actnated by a dealre to fulfll the
duties fraposed upon them by the
Edmunde law, that ihose officers
have gone beyond the sphere plainly
described in the only seclion of that
enaciment which relates to them,
their duties and iheir powers. No
one expeoted hhat they wounld show
the least favoyr to the pesple agalnst
whom the Act was directed. It
wonld have been unreasonsable to do
8o, They were appointed to aid in
the administration of a law intengd-
ed to disfranchize persons, both
male snd female, engaged In the
practice of polygamy, and ec far as
they were authorlzeci to proceed, no
far the peopic chiefly aflected
will sustain thofe gentlemen; even
thoagh it be to the hart of the ob-
Jeots of the Jegisiation, Bat where-
in they have step‘;ed over the
bounds of their lawful autbority and
have made law and acted judielally,
they are not eustained by the people,
and with all the disposition that ex-
iste to rule unfavorably against the
‘Mormon® side of any question, we
do not believe that they will be sus-
tained by the Courta. By all means
lot thia be tested socu.

THE ANNUAL S8CHEHOOL
MEETIN G8.

I7is time that the School Trustees
in the several Bchool Distriets of this
TFerrifory wera preparing for the
annual meetings to be held, accord-
log to Iaw,on the second Monday
of July. Atleast ten days’ notice

is required to be given by the Trus-
teca, either by advertising at least
threa times In some newspaper pab-
lished in the county and having
general clrcnlation therein, or by
posting notices in three poblie places
in the distriot. The motice must

- jmproper encroschmenis | gineis snd countles.

ten days after the meeting, for the
inspection of any member or tax.
payer of the Distriot.

oome within the meaning of the
ninth section of the Edmunds law,"”
I am directed by the Commission
to eay that s there are no electiion
officers under the achool iaw; and in-
as much a8 s registry list has been
prepared under their direction as
the basls of said schogl meetings
they are of the opinien that no
further action on their part 1s neces-
BArY. ) 1

I am, very respectfully,

ArTayrR L. THOMAS,

*  Bec’y Utah Territory.

The Trustees, then, may proceed
to issus their notices and the people
in due tims to hold their meetiogs,
and gy on with the choosing. of
Trustees. And we remind all
oor frlends, male and female, who
are legally qualified to vote, that it
is their duty to attend theee meet.
foge in full force, and elect pnch
men as will work for their intersats
and the cause of education. If we
are dilatory and negligent in those
that appear to be amall things, how
shall we eacceed in thoee that are
great?

STATEMENT OF ELDEE JOHN
ALEXANDER.

TsE outrage wupon Elder John
Alexander, which has made one
more Indelible ptain wpon the es-
cutcheon of the Btate of Georgla,
has occasioned much comment here
and elsawhere. The facts have al-
ready appeared in this paper, also
some falre and ridicnlous statements
in relation to them sent by telegraph
io the pspers on the Coast which
have been refuted by fhe parenta of

The guestion has been ralsed as fo
whether the eleation of School Tras-
fees comes within the provisions. of
the Edmunds law relating to: the
condnet of elections in Utah. This
guestion we have invarlably an-
swered in the negative, for the rea-
pon that the lJaw provides for no eleo-
tion officers at school meetinge.
The choosing of School Trustees is
not such an efection as 13 contem-
plated in the eleciion laws of the
‘Cerritory. It is 3 matter belong.
ing to the people iu their
several School Districta which are
not included in the political divis-
ions of the Territory, such as pre-
The peopie
meol and choose thelr own CUhair-
men and Secretary and their own
manner of conducting the meeting,
except that the voling must be by
ballot. No ballot box is required or
returns to bo made as provided for
in & political election,snd the whole
matter 18 of a different nature. To
sel 1he matter at rest, however, the
following was this morning submit
ted to the Commisgloners:

OFFICE OF TERRITORIAL SUPERIN.
TENDENT OF DISTRICT HOMOOLS,

Balt Lake City, U. T,

June 15th, 1883,
To the Hon. U. 8. Commissioners of
Ttah Territory:

Gentlemen—The mautter of the
election of Behool Trusiees st the
election to be held in Joly having
been submitied to me by many of
the County Buperintendents of Dls-
trict Bcehools in the Territory,
I _deslre to call the attemtion of
your honorable body te the school
lawe of this Territory by which
meetings are authorized and requir-
ed to be held in the several School
Districts, on the second Monday of
July in each year, for the purpese of
electing one Bohool Trustee for each
Distriot, and for the traneacting of
other scheol business. See Laws of
Utah of 1850, p.p. 27-8; 1882, p. 83,
Also to ask your honorable body
whether, in your opianion, the said
meetings and election come within
the meaning of the ninth section of
the Edmunds law of Mazch 22, 1882,
thereby bringing them within the
Juarisdietion of the Comwmissioners?
As notices for these meetings
should be posted at an early date, an
Immediate reply will greatly oblige.
Yours respecifu

L. JoEN NUTTALL,
Ter. Supt. of Dist, Behools,

To this the Commissloners made
the following reeponse:

OFFICE OF THE

state the time, place and objeot of
tha mesting.

Ona Trustee haa to be elected fn
each district for the term of three
vears, and if any present Trustee
holda his_office by apg:intment,

o case to the courts,
mIt wghld pwzia & Phliadelphia
lawyer to show any |puthority in
1aw for ihe osth whioh the Compajs-
stoners enacted, with the oblect of

that Pcsltion must also filled by
electlon, The registered voters of
the District may vote for the election
of Bchocl Truatees, But if the Inten-

Urar CoMMIBSION,
Balt Lake City, Utsh,
June 15th, 1383.

L., John Nuital, Territorial Sup-

the young man who waas injared,
We now present the personal etate-

turned round and eaid, “?WGI
suke, men, You don’t menn t; hllll
youug, Innocent man, Wiy,
L done?” The leader anyyy. .
“Well, you son of a b
come out here preachin;' d:'
doctrine, and you Imoy
false, and eay that it v’ | h.p):
“No, elir; I don’t think it’s fg
know it is not fales, and I capy d,
that it 1s.” He said, ' Well,
going to die right here, bavy
anyihing to eay?” I told by,
they moant to kill me, I had
thing to ray. He continueg, 4
what {8 it?? I asked him,
you alilow me to ofter upa few
of Prayer.” “Yes,” e
you’ll be damn gunick sboot 1%
held my right hand up and Fa
my left acroes my breast and
“Oh, my God, if 1t s Thy wili
these men should take my )i
am willing to die,””and a few
words which I do not recol
then dropped my arm and f
across my breast and looked
strajght in the face. ™ Az
lowered  their pistols,
pointing to my face, another
closed my eyes. The moment;
eyes closed the three shots y
fired. I recolloct hearing the
ports, but nothing atter. My
seemed taken away, I felt
falling, but do not recollest &
the ground, When L camets
firat thing that I remember
on my hands and Knees
around. Just as scon as I hug
this I arose to my feet. I
rather staggered or stumb
to the road, and started, I
know which way I was
where I was going, but I
ontil I found myself at
Reed’s fence; and that was
time I realized whera I was. Ih
fell exhausted, and Brother R

5

i

ment of Elder John Alexander
made by him this morning, and
haveno doubt that 1¢ will prove
highly interesting, because it comes

from hisown lips although 1f con-
talns little that Is new to our readera,
Hia escape from death was certain-
1y astonishing and will be consider-
ed directly providential by those
who nre willing to #acknowledge the
hand of the Lord in ail things:”

Oa the morning of the 1st of
June I lefi Brother Reed’s about
threo miles from Adalrsville, Geor-
gia, for that place, I told him I
would go to Adaireville and ses ¥ L
conld make an appointment to
preach as we had never held an
meetings in that melghberhood.
talked toa few farmera along the
road, but the resulta were not satis-
fagtory, and when about a mile from
Adairsville I started to retorn to
Brother Reed’s. When about haif
way between the two places; as I
was alnging aloud one of our hymns,
I was startled by s noise and saw
three masked men sftep out ofa
thicket and face me (the road here
passed through a forest). This was
abont 11 o’clock in the motning.
The men were masked by having
what appeared {0 be some nnbleach-
ed ealico tied round thelr faces under
thelr eyes, and which hung down
on to there breasts. Thelr huts
were pulled down over their fore-
heads to conceal the upper portiops
of their faces. One of the men was
s alim man, over 2ix feet high, I be-
lieve, who seemed the leader, the
other two were men of about 5 feet
9 or 10 inches. When about 10 feet
from me, the tallest man said, " Are
you one of those Mormon i*lldera
from Utash?” I told him I was.
He replied “You G—d d—d son of a
b— go up there in the brush., I
answered, ¥I don’t feel like going
op. What do yon want me to go
for?” On.this he blurted out, “You
son of & b— go. I won’ttellson
sgain.'’” Ho then drew his pistol
and ooversd me, The oiher two
following his example. I walked
into the brush &0 )Iards the way
they pointed. Then I stopped and
tumed round. The leader told
me to go on. I told him I
had gone me far 83 I was
golng. At this they drew {heir
plstols and presenteg them at my
faco, about four feet off. I then
tommed to siart wp the hill again,
when: the leader gave me the first
kick which threw e on my hands
gnd knees, I ralsed myself and
stroek at him, but he was down hill
and I missed him and strack a smal]
tree and fell flat on the ground and
rolled on to my side. Just as I fel)
one of the others,who was above me
on fhe hill, ran three or four stepa
towards me and jumped ot my

crintendent of Distriot Bohools,
Satt Lake Qity, Utah:

Bir:—In reply to your communl.
cation of June 15th, 1883, asking
“‘whether the schoo] meetings t0 be

tion Is to levy = tax for. echool

held on the second Monday of July,

sfomach. Justas] was getzgzg up
the third one kicked me on the left
slde. I then etarted up the hilj,
vety slowly, because of my great

inin. Whea [ had agaio gone abont
50 yards I momde the lmst stop,

came, picked me up and cartied}
ipto the house. In abous ball
howr, I thbink, I came roun
that I oonld tak to bim. 1

it was about noon when I r
Bro. Reed’s, Bro. Beed and fny
took the greateat care of me, i
travelling companion, Bro, On'!
M, Wilson, of Hyrum, Csche '
came to me the Dextevenlng, O
Bundsy Brothera Barber and Paral
came with & buggy snd, sbo &
o’clock (they having held n mestine
at Bro. Reed’s in the mornin;)‘ﬂ‘
started for Bro. Barber’s homs i
Heywood, sbout 16 miles dls |
They left me at Bro. Bmith’
Haywood, until Wednesday,
Bro, Barber took me to Rome,
15 miles, and on the evenlng
Brother Parrish started for
nooga with me.

Of the three shols ong
through the front of my hat (3.
crowned black and white
As I was a little up the hill,
hat was slightly tilted back
bail went in at the front and

by the leader, who I noticed hadl
pietol pointed at my head.

My coat was rather open,
bullet passed through 1t on the
ust grazing the slide of
wateh chain, The third bali
not tonch me. ‘

When the three men ehot,
were standing In a row aboot
steps from me.

have noidea who any of

mobbers were, though the
bors’ suspect certain parties,
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BAPTISM FOR JHE DEAD.|
CiE

&

AN enquirer arks the
Union:
#Can you glve e any lght |

the refersnce in I Corrinthianig -
28, to being “baptized for the duf'

To whlch the answer is ;*
that

“Boholars differ; some o
that it refers to the heathen |
themselves in haptlem on
the trjamphant deaths, which
had seen, of onbslievars,
pbrase then would read, ©
shall they do which are baptized
eause of the dead?” Others so
that it is a reference toa
which certainly existed at a
early age in the charch, of bapts
the living In lieu of the dead,’

How much +light” s them

this reply? . Just about as much ¥
I8 uenally shed by modera *'divine’ g
upon any subject of theological dik
cusslon. They oan tell what scholt®

think, and give the drift of jesroal
opinions, but have nothing to ofe
which will patisfy the mind eagels
after Koowledge, How much bel-

ter off i» the inquiser who propousd”



