
THE DESERET
more than during recent years the
word of wisdom the bishops supple-
mented their reports by some good
pmpracticalc counsel

Eelder1 dica osephjoseph lewin spoke in conclu-
sion on tlethe evidence of gods guidance
in this latter day work the desired plan
devised before the world was for the
organization and peopling of the earth
the fall of adam the atonement wrought
by our savior jesus christ pursuant to
the heavenly program and by our testi-
mony that the doctrines taught by the
elders of the church are the gospel of
christ and that immediate revelation
from god had been is and will be the
preciousbrecious possession oiof this church in-
dividual ly and collectively

elder wm L rich was the first
speaker at the afternoon meeting lie
rejoiced in the improving condition of
the people business men take an
annual retrospect of their business with
the object of avoiding if possible in the
future any disaster arising from repeti-
tion otof ane mistakes otof the past profiting
thus by experience so it should be
with the saints wherein they have erred
in the past in the julure they will do
well to be careful not to repeat the errors
he testified that the prophecies are be-
ing daily and literally fulfilled and that
gods wisdom was manifest in the
peopling of these valleys by the saints
under the direction of his inspired
ministry he was glad to note the
success many of us had had in over-
coming our breaches of the word of
wisdom and by apt quotations from the
book otof mormon showed that by faith
and reliance in god we could overcome
all things

eldirelder james E hart felt well paid for
his journey hither already in drinkinging
in of the spirit and counsels of this con
ference related some personal eex-
periences

X

perien ces while in new york and ann
arbor demonstrating thereby that god
lends an ever ready ear to those who
bumbhumbly supplicate him in time otof need
he admonishedadmonished the young to gather
knowledge from all good books and tto0
trust in god to wwhomhom we should devotedevote
our best service dwelt on the subjects
of obedience to the priesthood and the
free agency of man and on the assur-
ances and comprehension possessed by
the saints on the all important questions
whence came we why are we here and
whither shall we go on leaving here etc
and concluded by stating that inasmuch
as the character and success of the
church depended very much on the
nature of the lives of the saints it be
coved us to be very careful as to what
manner of menluen and women we should
be

elder joseph weston of the lake
town ward bishopric spoke on the
encouragement offordaffordeded the saints by
these meetings our elders do nnotot
study their discourses as do the minis-
ters of Christendombut are commanded
to store their minds with gospel truths
to be drawn from by gods spirit as
occasion may require

counselor james H hart related
considerable ofof his experience in visiting
and conversing with david whitmer
and of the history of the coming forth
of the book of mormon spoke of the
inflexibility of the testimony of the
three witnesses though all otof them de-
parted from the church none of them
gouid jnjuthee remotest degree deny the
testimonyeo ony but to theohp day of death all
testesttestify that theyey did see theth e angel hand

the plates and hear gods voice declare
that they had been translated by the
gift and power of god he spoke of
the unchangeableness of the gospel itstS
light and breadth and depth its capcapa-
bility and power alone to save all mankind
who will yield obedience to its principles
spoke also of the duties of bishops of
the necessity of the saints living so that
if christ should suddenly come they
would be prepared to meet him of
being charitable to all men of the
eternity otof the marriage covenant con-
templatedtem plated in the gospel and of the im-
portance of the obligation resting on the
saints to faithfully labor in the temples
for the salvation of their dead friends

on sunday at xo10 a m elder alma
findlay recently ordained as bishop of
bloomington Ward addressed the saints
on the necessity otof continued efforts to
do the will of god as it shall be made
known to us and to avail ourselves of
the opportunities otof the gospel our
faith and processionprotes sion should be certified
by our good works discipline in this
will eventually bring us to perfection

elder wm gordon bishops counselor
at bloomington testified to the truth
of the gospel and related the means
and manner by which he had received
this assurance said the gospel was here
now to stay it is a system otof faith and
good works and gifts and blessings
accompanying obedience to the same
now as anciently the efforts of men
unaided by gods spirit to save man-
kind will be futile

president wm budge spoke of the
distress in some otof the western states at
present existing among other causes he
was led to believe that the jlplantingglanting and
culture of one crop only had more or
less of influence in bringing about so
sad a result friendly writers had com-
pared the condition of people in states
where large areas were held by the
people with the success that appeared
among the saints in these valleys with
their comparatively small holdings etc
and the latter was to a great extent
they believed due to our people plant-
ing so many things that so far as good
went they were practically self sustain-
ing and independent and also were not
in danger of losing all if one crop failed
the speaker took occasion hereupon to
advise by an excellent course of reason-
ing the people to pay a great deal more
attention in future than heretofore to
cultivation of gardens orchards etc
all that we produce of our necessities
being that much toward our enrichment
and the independence we ought to ac-
quire as a community next he deliver-
ed a very logical and convincing dis-
course on the representative character
of the gospel and work of the lord
this was called forth by one of the
speakers quoting mr ingersoll asassay-
ing

say
that he could not say that there is

or is not a god he never having seen
him but if there was he mr ingersoll

want any middle men to deal
with president budge showed con-
clusivelyclu that no important business
could be carried on except by this re-
presentative power quoted the saviors
words that his mission on earth was
not to do his own but the will of his
father in heaven his calling and dele-
gation his apostles to represent him
before the world christ represented
his father here on earth the apostles
represented christ the speaker estab-
lishedae hed the proposition that where this
power61er of agency and representation of

the heavenly powers does not exist
there is no gospel of salvation quoted
pauls saying that god in ancient times
sspokeke to the fathers through the proatspeets so he did through his son in his
dayay commune with the people etc etc
he also elaborated on the necessity of
the order of the church being carried
out as we were admonished by revela-
tion to president john taylor a few
years since

on sunday at 2 p m after the adminadain
of the sacrament bishop ira
gave the saints some encourag-

ing counsels acknowledged gods
goodness and wisdom in leading his
peopleeople to these valleys where they havegeenbeen trained by his servants in the
science of life temporally and spirit-
uallyaallmerelder nathaniel W hodges spoke on
the gospel as the power of god unto
salvation and of the necessity of our
being guided by its precept said it
provides for the welfare ofof our bodies
as well as that of our spirits and that
this gospel taught by the saints is the
same in every particular as that pro-
claimed by christ and his apostles

elder J W Latterthwaite briefly ad-
dressed the meeting on the necessity of
prayer and of humility before god and
all iirenmen

elder wm L rich could see great
wisdom in our elders not knowing
when they will be called to address the
people it involved serious study of the
principles of our religion so that we
may by gods help be able to properly
instruct the people in relation to their
duties as churchchuach members he realized
that this is a glorious work we know
in whom we trust the fear of death has
been taken from us and we are buoyed
up by the assurances of the gospel and
it also points the time when beyond the
grave we shall meet with our friends
and loved ones who have gone on be-
foref0re

elder james H hart complimented
the choir on the improvement and
sweetness of tone its members had
acquiredacet dred and spoke of the soothing
influence of music on the human mind
it recalled the tactfact to his mind that
when a boy he was a chorister in the
church of england and ever since had
taken much delight in the reading of
good music by the relating of an apt
anecdote elder I1hartart exhorted us that
while we should duly appreciate the
means and agencies by which we obtain
giltsgifts and graces and benefits we should
not omit to praise god from whom all
blessings flow he paid a high tribute
to the memory of the brothers john and
charles wesley who strove to improve
the religious condition otof the world
realizing that their church was not
christs but fondly anticipating and hop-
ing for the establishment of a church
after the heavenly pattern with the giltsgifts
and blessings that accompanied the
primitive church of christ and his
apostles referred again to events con-
nected with the restoration of the gos-
pel read the testimony otof the three
witnesses and related a conversation he
had with widow cowdery who bore to
him a faithful testimony to the truth and
divinity of this latter day work he
exhorted the bibishopshops to ordain the boys
and young men to the lesser priest-
hood to organize them in quorumsqu
meet with and encourage them to
the laws of god to eschew evil abstain
from card playing and waltzingwaluing and to


