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LETTER FROM A missionary

the following is a letter written by
elder alfred L booth from liverpool
EInenglandgland to the forty fifth quorum of
seventies

I1 am thankful to say my health has
been very good all the time since leav
ing home the trip here on land and
sea was very enjoyable I1 went to in-
dependence from kansas city and
viewed the temple site stayed in chicago
a few hours called at niagara falls and
stepped out of the united states for the
first time in my life by crossing the
suspension bridge into canada visited

i several places of note in new york
duringdaring nearly two days and set sail a

x week after leaving salt lake city
1

was not so seasicksea sick as to prevent me
from laughing at other people who were
worse it isis comical to see people so
segenerousnerous that they wish to give their
breakfast up to the fishes that is when
you dont happen to be the generous
onecoe but after a lewfew days it gets a little
tiresome and the people quit it then
it is that the steamship company has to
suffer for the passengers try to make up
for what they haat lost and eat a
double quantity it end there
for nearly every elder isis hungry for two
riomonths after landing I1 have bbown
themtheal to be staying at a hotel and be-
tween breakfast and dinner go out to a
restaurant for a meal because they were

r ashamed to let the hotel keeper see
what a ravenous appetite they had

on landing at glasgow we were taken
into the customs house and searched
the officer came and asked if I1 had
fitlyany dutiable articles I1 told him I1

1 I know what things were dutiable
and he said have you any tobacco
or spirits or scents no I1 said
well he looked and found a bible
book of mormon doctrine and cov-
enants ecclesiastical history and a few
other books and some clothing there
were twenty one of us and I1 dont
mowknow of a penny that we paid out for
duty A great part of the revenue of
Penglandmiland is obtained from the articles I1

first mentioned we were the first
company of elders who came via gla-

sgoww and hence the officers surprise at
e findingmg so many who neither smoked

drank nor needed perfuming I1 sup
r se by this time they are beginning to

ye cognize our elders for they have been
coming that way since then

the country looked very pretty it
being the 2ndand of may when we landed at
glasgow coming to liverpool that

aflamee night I1 was appointed to labor
ia the liverpool conference and went
to a little place called bhosley for a

ziftontiao nthth the country did not seem so
grangeange to me on account of having
abad so much before coming the
forked streets were a little perplexing
ik4 first but a person soon gets accas
tomeded toio them the weather isis more
baly equall summer and winter but
there is a greater difference between
tibeibe long and short days than at home
1 rxememberr in june reading without

vt artificial light until halfbalf past nine
zavil ack now it gets dark about four

j summer the sun gets up so early
only a few people see it rise and inin

the winter there is so much mist that
you cant see it until an hour or more
after it reaches the horizon I1 have
seen two or three sunsets but that is
all11 since the middle of last april

it made me tremble to think about
trtradingacting and holding open air meetings
at first it makes me smile now when I1
look back at the first morning I1 started
out with fifty of brother george teas
dels glad tidings of great toyjoy I1
bad been shown the street where I1 was
to commence but could not find the
number of the door a part of the street
had been visited and I1 was to finish it
it seemed to me that any other doors in
ththe world would have been easier eoco
knock at I1 kept on walking along till
the end of the street was reached with
out venturing to stop at any door
the houses there were just the same
and it looked as though I1 would have to
begin somewhere so I1 determined to
make a start the first door was
opened by a modest looking servant
girl who thanked me for the tract and it

seem so bad alterafter all my fifty
tracts were gone in a little while but no
one had asked me who I1I1 was nor had I1
obtained an opportunity of talking on
the principles of the gospel I1 wasas
boid by elders that very few conversa-
tions were had in taking round the first
tract but I1 could expect none with the
second before taking the second one
however I1 was moved to the conference
house at preston and appointed clerk of
the liverpool conference

preston as most of you are doubtless
aware is the place where the gospel
was first preached in england by heber
C kimball and others in 1837 1I visited
the vauxhall chapel where the first ser-
mon was preached saw the ruins ot04 the

cockpit where the first conference
was held and the river ribble in which
the first latter day saint baptism in
england was performed also the
house where the elders had such a con-
test with evil spirits at the beginning of0
i heir labors there is nothing extraor-
dinary in the appearance of any of these
objects but they bring a train of reflec-
tions to a persons mind

the first meeting I1 attended there
weree only about fifteen present which
seemed a small number to me there
was also a little sunday school of seven
members and the contrast was very
great as I1 had been accustoms d to see-
ing two or three hundred at home A
little time accustomed me to the change
the sunday schools and meetings were
heldfield right in the conference house and
we ccould at least say our meetings were
crowded I1 found among those who
boccoccasionallyasionally attended meeting was an
uncle to your secretary brother hugh
clayton his work was in another
pplacelace and he could not be present very
often

it has been a question in my mind
which leelingfeeling wwas worse that occasioned
by the thought of first going out tract
ing or that brought on by thinking of
the first open air meeting I1 had had
enough practice not to get unusually
afraid of talking to any audience when
in the house but the idea of hunting a
congregation by going into the street
and beginning a hymn was awful it
had seemed all right to hear the re

turned elders tell about itit and so long-
as it was in the distance there was no
particular dread of it but when we
were walking down the street with the
intention of doing that very thing it
seemed to me that everyoneevery one ork the
sidewalk could recognize what we were
contemplating it is a rood thing that
the other two who were with me haa
gone through it before or I1 am afraid
we would have kept on thinking we
could find a better place ahers we
would see a good place I1 would feetfeel
that there were not enough peopeoplee and
when the people were inin egvsightt they
would look different iromfrom those who
were not there

we finally came to a good place
where three streets meet and a good
strong lamp post in the center there
was a methodist church on one side of
us a row of bubusiness houses on an
other and a public house on the thirdwe faced the latter pulled out our
hymn books and began two or three
little boys left their play to see ahalt the
noise was one of the brethren offered
a short prayer and that attracted two
or three grown people we sang againgain
and an elder pulled out his bible and
commenced preaching they kindly
left me until the last and as we hdhad no
set time for closing my remarks were
very brief it seems like a dream to
me to think of that meeting but the
next one was harder

the president of the conference had
put me with a man who hadbad not been
much in favor of open air meetings
he came about eight months before I1
did yet had been to but one or two
meetings out doors my instructions in
salt lake city by the apostles in
liverpool by president lund arld in
preston by the president of the confer
ence were to hold all the open airair meet
ings we coucouldid conveniently my com-
panionpanion had not received them so he
said but I1 had been told at preston to
get him out by all means if possible
now you can imagine how a young
man just come over would feel in dealingdealin
with one who presided over him aniand
was old enough to be his latherfather he
told me it I1 would talk first he would go
with me he would pray aniandan i in-
troduce me to the people butbat he

talk much I1 agreed to all he
asked and we appointed an eveningeven ing
that we would go out when the time
came it was raining and I1 dont know
which one of us was the more thankful
for that rain but I1L tell him I1 was
we did not appoint any other ahne but
waited until a fine evening camecarne andund L
asked him to go out he consented
under the conditions mentioned and
down the street we started

the location was similar to the one
at the first meeting though in another
town theretherb were two or three men
standing around the lamp post arridand as
I1 walked up to it I1 thought of the people
in Preston where I1 had before prepreachedarched
were not half so formidable looking as
those close to me we tremblingly
asked if they knew of any meeting ap-
pointed for that evening and were in-
formed that the place was ours if we
wished it this time I1 had to com-
mence the singing my companion hav-
ing a good voice but not ventventuring to
start a hymn I1 happened to retet it
about the right pitch and when wew had
sung two lines I1 was no more afraidbraidtfraidt
than I1 am now to tell youayou about it
both of us seemed to sinising better than I1


