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THROUGH A LUMTIC ASYLUM
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Last week I found myself in a lunallc
I b t asylum Which melancholy fact may

not surprise some of my intimate friends

I ji
W This is how It happened reeling that

i 111 tI perchance the NEWS readers possibly

t I
might like to revel In something really

sensational in which strait waistcoatsmit I boiling oil and something lingering
l played a prominent part methought

that a visit to a dark damp dismal dire
English lunatic asylum might fill the

j bill I hid had my mind set upon a
good old British goalP but on lurther
consideration decided in favor of the
asylum as furnishing more variety ard
scope consequently more raw material

I I for first lass nightmares and thrilling

situations
With this plausible idea In view Iin

dited a short epistle to the superinten-

dent of the Kent County asylum at
j Harming Heath Inclosing my noble
I

i pasteboard and by return mall was

agreeably gratified to receive a lately of

which the follow ing is a copjf
Kent County Asylum Dec 3tst 1697

Dear SIrIt 111I give me great
pleasure lo meet ou and any friend you

like to bring with you I have been to
your country twice anti met such kind
ness there that It gladdens my heart to
meet an American here and to be able-

to do anything lor him Will you come
in the forenoon We have lunch at one
oclock sharp and cm look round the
asylum afterward Fix your own time

only kindly let me know one day before-

hand
I

Yours very truly
I I r PRITCHARU DAVIBSM D

George K Carpenter Esq
To say flit least of n the answer was

i an agreeable surprise so upon arriving
In Maldstone alter previously dropping
n nole raysell and companion wended
our way to a pile of buildings situated
upon a hill Needless to remark rained
it always does rain over here especially on
bundajs and holidays despite the fact

that tIe weather clerk most religiously
and gravely publishes the morning
papers the lact tint This days fore-
casti Selfalr Temperaturesutionary
light balmy winds etclo With M this
surfeit of prize competitions puzzles

t conundrums etc with which English
weekly literature abounds ns a mean of-

I increasing the circulation one often
wonders bow the greatest writer of tic
lion of tile age viz the weather clerk
has been solieglecledi and his praise
wortliyefrortsallotdtoguunrewatdeti-

Asternarked heretofore we walked
Our lost later suggested that we drove
but we scorned the base insinuation as-

a missionarys diet is apt to make one
dyspepticwe always make II a pointi to

i
I w kIn fact there is an iridescent charm

connected with splashing through the
mire collecting a goodly supply of

f i 9 drinking water m the brim otf ones four
p dollar chap au and Incidentally indulg-

ing1 in derogatory remarks regarding the
samples of climate one enjoys in the
tight little Isle

I On approachingi our destination we
il were confronted by a good solidlidto last stone wart Here we to

spy out the land lor we reasoned In our
Innocent childish manner that it be-

hoovedJ us not to enter the portals and
I
1 wander around In search at the superin-

tendent11 two amateur Daniels m the
I lions den BO to speak the sport anti

prey of some lvo thousand designing
bportive inquisitively inclined maniacs
Her we observed a young man eyeing
us suspiciously so we cornered him de
spite his edging awavcalmed his troubl-
ed mind with a Morgan No I and asked
to be directed to Doctor Davies resi
dence which we found without much
trouble and were ushered into the draw-
Ing room where the doctors ulle who
has been on continent trips
including Salt tLkrciy entertained m
till lunch which consisted of fish en-

trees game r fee served iW Ihe English
hlyle in conjunctionj sundry niS
torious fining amber fluids and IlIavanas
for those who wished to so indulge In
parenthesis whenever any of the boys

I
I indulge lit lotty braggingi propensities

regarding the chuck steak they had for

I supper the week bolure lall we hope
t j

t
lessly i

menui
annihilate them with the aforesaid

Alter having a good chat on America-
In general and Utah In particular we ad-

journed to the asylum and I must say

T
a most agreeable disappointment
doctors house stands alone within

4 its ovu private grounds which are con-
nectedI with the asylum grounds by a
gate through the wall We were accom-
paniedIi in our tour of inspection by two

t prize skye terriers belonging to tthe doc-
tor these were imbued with a most

0 praiseworthy Idea to exterminate all the
cats lathe neighborhood For the bene-
fittk of the uninmatedaskye terrier U first
last and all the time a dog that on a

o cursory glance resembles an animated
ball of worsted and when In repose is a
never ending diversion for gamblers to
decide which is the aggulg and which
the biting end These two aforesaid
Cannes gloried in the appellations ot

i Nanny and Zip and seemed to be great
favorites with the lunatics patients
is I sbLl henceforth Further
despite what the author of bird cash
may on thesubjectlet it be d tincli-
yundtood that the attendants cmphatl
cay resent being call < d keepers

Upon entering tie doctors private
omce we viewed a pan ot the place
and found that it extended fur tit o hun-

dred acres part of it being used as
larm and worked by the patients There
were at the time one thousand seeii
hundred patients and two hundred and
twenty attendants Tile as lain is built
ot stone quarried on the estate and h

iII ever sixty years old Since Doctor
Davies took the reins twent tnovcars
ago he has inaugurated change doing
away with all brutal restraims such as
bobble chains etc for dangerous
patients surprise bulbs ingenious con

I tnvances to cool oil the amor of enthu-
siastic maniacs by which they are preci-
pitated through the floor into tanks of
ice cold water below etc Anyhow the
doctor assured me such was the case
and that he had shown us some ot the
worst caaeb and certainly we saw noth-
ing that smacked of suLjeellon by brul-
lorce

In answer to the question how the
I English asylums compared with those

ol tile United States he declined lu ex-

press a decided opinion laughingly re-
lating an incident noting Ilea visit to
mentioning one ol our largest clUes
There he had asked the superintendent
how long he bad been in Ills post Six

11

I

4
t126

months was the answer fie was

further astonished to find thAtnoneof-
ilia attendants or assistants had teen
connected with the place longer than-
hve months Upon requesting a solution
the superintendent informed h m that
he didnt propose anyone around his
aslum to know more than he did and
further I he was going to he superinten-
dent of that is lum just as long as
Cleveland held the Presidency
laughed and suggested that the Amiri
cans didnt have the monopoly on tall
stories

We looked lit on the telephonicI ex
clange each ol the thirty rlne wards
having a telephone and then the
doclor unlocked n door mid we were in
one of the womens ward 1 he head
lady attendant ol the ward met lu at the
door locking the same niter us A
glance at the barred u indow revealed
the fart that all retreat was cut olf In-

stead ol putting mj back to the wall anti
selling my hie clearly I gazed compla-
cent around jusllv arguing that If
four rail roiy checked pretty young
alien ants were safe there that possibly
I would be spared to t ce the valleys of
ilia mountains once more Tile Allen
dants look very neat lit their blue berg
uniforms broad lite culls and collars
and latched nurstrat enter But Ifor a
belt to wHch ta Chad a whistle to
summon help one would imagine they
were simply hospital nurses I dont
think that a single one at the one hund-
red and six lady attendants was older
than thirty and not one face was lit the
let brulal t man is opposed to be
a poor ludge al a 0101 v age

The fint thing tbat strikeo one abont-
an aylulII is the panlul cle1nlme of
the whole Intllution Th stone stair-
ways are whitened to an extent con-

ducive to snow blindutas while tilt
brass work makes one blink As all the
wards are bUilt upon tile battle plane sad
are neatly Identical In dimensions and
general get up I will describe one hich
wIll give a far Idea at them all The
ward is about one hundred feet long
with windows at stated Intervals appo-
site which on the other side are the
cells with the doors standing uuen dis
playing a scrupulously clean vurnished-
it Care an lion furnished hh horse-
hair mattrese tile shects and three
blankets being all folded oil and tucked
neatly upon tile allow while the strip
of floor carpet Is folded up and placed
at the foot Each cell Is lighted by a
window anti warmed by stcani the
bettert class mentallyl for cacti a alv
Inmate is a county pauper patient are
locked In these cells nigntly when an
ttendant keeps Ills eye on them nl
stated Intervals through the peep holes
In tile doors each ward being fitted w ith
a telltale electric time registr that
keeps the attendant tip tu his duty
Color greets the ee evrywherered-
ami blue dados yellows and impossible
magentas No paper on the wallevery
where bright paint together with thirty-
or forty framed pictures adorn the
walls There are big avarlei full of
canarieslarge aquariums stocked wlm
gold fish together willi poltld plants
galore The cheerful fireplaces are
strongly barred over Such is a fair
sample of a womans ward there not
omitting the library ol books that are
changed front ward to ward monthly-
thus taking two years belore they come
round again also a Ilitter boxlrce paper
and permits with which to indite missives
to the superintendent which have to be
seen to be appreciated-

The women dont have all the luxury
either tar front it m fact the wards are
identical with the exception that the
men are furnished with bagatelle tables
in lire ol pianos Naturally m those
wards devoted to happgc ucKyaihee
tic patients ullh a penchant fir dusting
the atmosphere with the human race in
general everything is screwed down
rubber takes the place ol earthenware
while such tasty missiles as flutter pots
rpergnes or a solid volume of Paleys
Christian evidence are conspieloUb by
their absence In tact judgi all irom the
blasphemous reception we received on
entering the homocldil ward Ialey
might be used to advantage-

Then up they rushed howled and more
An d the air enl blue for mitts

The tatters shook unit I took my hook
4s down came all the Ilk

The suicidal and epileptic patients
sleep in dormitories containing about fifty
cots each the litter being provided with
beds upon the floor so that If taken
with a lit they may not roll oil mid hurt
themselves Further the attendants
are with them night and day A visit to
an epileptic ward is not a very cheerful
proceeding As the doctor unioeked the
door the attendants drew themselves up
and saluted military fashion the majority
ol tthem are retired soldiers while Ithe
patents seated along the walls g ized in-

to vacancy utterly oDhvioui to us or to
two of their comrad one Ina fit oil
the floor and the other resllessly roiling
around a padded cell the door of which
was open None of them were smoking
as the majority of the other male
patients seemed to he occupylllg their
lime While on thesubject of thinking-
tile tobacco habit cents to be universal
III England Tobacco Is ghen to tile
patients as a reward lor obedience and
tit mount ol work they perform

Quite a contrast to this was our re-

ception in the infirmary where there
were some patients slow y dying ill bed
and others sitting around tile cheerful
place Several ol the inmates Insisted
on shaking hands with us while une
Individual with a face on him that re
benibled to a marLed degree that ol
slicepyelled enthusiastically acro3s train
Ills corner llutob doctor Ihave earn
posed a lovely hlIm this morning
The doctor formally introduced us

Mr Brown our noted and ditlllluished
composer With a courtly bow lie
acknowledged the insinuation oh you
Utter me doctor and then there was
no peace for stay one The man who
will deliberately or innocently broach to
a lunatic tic hobby upon which he Is
niaddestwell Ins blood be upon his
011 head

The character cf the institution was
all old ex mans wttrsman regarding
hoe art nobouy seemed to be able to
throw any lujit OT certain Uaionl
will he ramble about lib pastille md
the set battles be has fought in tuat
lead those van know him to place his
age at une hundred years Ahesitupi-
n bed smoking be looked lor all the
wotld like Rip van Winkle his long
stiaipley beard and snowy white hair
over a foot long together with two
piercing black restless eyes gave him a
wicrd look two infers ol his hand vt re
missing me Clack wing tattooed with the
papal keis etc On irquinng how he
lobt them he at once gave eVidence
being us mad as tile proverbial march
lure He has been an inmate lor fort
lour years

The asylum is provided with a large

church small Roman Catholic chapel a
splendid amusement hall In which
dances are held furnished with stage
and drop curtain at one end with music
tands for a large orchestra which was
imrshallcd to play for our edification
Naturally the bakery kitchens laundry
tailor caipcnter paint and blacksmith
shops connected with suchi a large In
siitution are vciy interesting Of course
the patients who work In them super-
vised by attendantsareI selected and
look a very harmless lot ami as I saw
them mechanic illy spreading slices of
bread with hUller and stacking up piles
ol loaves and seed cakethey get tho
latter three timed a weekthe tnsanp
lunging and desire came over me to see
these met k ard mild Idiots conic a little
excitement find mild diverSion by heav-
ing pounds of butter it the head cook
knocking us out un third base with a
goodly chunck of seed caxe or per-
Chance hying out our Partly conductor
with a sample loal Not that I mean to
insinuate that the staff ol life was heavy
far front It for the food of nil descrip-
tions was ol first class quality anti had
to pass inspection Tile bake ovens
vegetable soup anti tea coppers were on
a huge scale holding about sixty
gallon piece The vegetables were
washed clad prepared by aid of median
cal cotrival ces The stores were quite
uiteiestin the blankets being all wool
sheets and everything being marked
with a private stripe boot and shoes for
an armylei chests slacked sky high to
gether with hogsheads of sugar and
hale of tobacco etc Adjoining the
stores situated the brilliant room for
the amusement of the stall It is fitted
up in in elegant waytho doctor having
invented a very ingenious electrical con-
trivance by which the score is registered
upon a big dial on the wall on the push-
button principle there being buttons
situated ill around Ihe room and table
withini easy reach The rite preventiont

system is also veryperfect andf a fireman
is always oil duty

As is the case in every asylum the
women patients far outnumber the men
Oie of the most touching cases that
came under m observation wis that of-

in old woman who had only two slumps
left having cut oil one hand with an ax
and thrust Ihe other into the fire until it
was bitintito a cllll She was crooning-
over an old dirty rag doll Mrs Davis
had previously sent her in a fine wax
doll which she had named the Princess-
but she did not care for It at all and had-
It stowed away under the bed A goodly
number of the patients seemed to be
suflering from various forms ol religious
mauia One youngwornan in particular
as soon as we entered one ward threw
herself before the doctor under tile im-

pression he was the Messiah Others of
them develop lovef making propensities
that are to sy tile least uf It embarrass-
Ing lo a stranger in a strange land
Others approacn mysterious and in-

form one with startling abruptness that
they areQueen Catherine their throat
h where their stomach ought to be to-

gether lIh vatious knotty problems that
would make one scream with laughter
anywhere else but in an asylum A
great many of them talk anti yell utter
nonsense find do not bevni to take the
sliglolesl heed of each otherin any shape-
or form For each and every one the
doctor hail n really answer that quieted

them and Ile were not slow in failing
tile cue for it gets monotonous when
tbe fortieth patient comes up and confi-
dentially Inloims one thattheyareperI

fectly sane and want to get out or that
they are being starved to death etc To
sympathize with them Is fatal nut for
the kindly attention of the keeper one
would have to listen to their tale ot woe
till the crack til doom

The primary reasoi that the asylum
of the world are full to overflowing will
not bear diseasing through the colums-
of a home paper still ngreat many ca cs
are front drink and are hcriditary lather
and sort often occupying cells in the same
institution Happily Ihre is always
chance for the vounger ones 45 per cent
at whom ate annually discuarged as
being permanently cured-

It is with a suh of rebel that one
leaves the as lum with us awiul obect
lesson to humanity anti takes a glance
through the cunservatones wherein are
raised all the pot plants and flowers used
to adorn tile wards and Doctor Davies

hut houses whcrein are several
hundred pounds worth ol valuable or-

chids collected from various climes the
world over Truly a man who has to
deal with Inc seamy rnorbcd side of hu-

manity daily needs some tuch innocent
relaxation Gto g CAnrtNTER
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Scino January J7th 1897

To the Idion
Dear SinPlease allow spice in your

valuable paper for publishing a few
items ol our missionary labors which
perhaps will be Interesting to those who
are laboring for the advancement of
truth and righteousness here upon the
earth

Know itill the hundreds of Elders and
Saints who have given us their faith in
lasting and prater during the severe
illness of Elder Joseph A WestI presi-
dent ol Ihe Florida conference I deem
it but a tribute due that I give a short
account of the same to our many friends
in ihinkfnl remembrance ol all they have
done for us

Llder West lei Silt Lake City April
JJth 1895 IIon the 29th of June 1893 In
response to a call from the first presl
dency of our Church to labor as they
had done and hundreds ol others to
carry glad tidings of great joy to the
meek and the the lowly to warn the
people ol the judgment that will over
take the wicked

We with the other boys placed our
selves under tile directorship ot our be-

loved president Elias S Kimball
In November Elder West was called-

to take charge ol the Florida confer-
ence the time previously being spent in
Alabama

I first labored In the South Alabama
conference and afterwards was assigned
to labor m the Florida conference
Willie lightning here we witnessed much
ol the power of God our Llders went
forth in great humility without purse or
scrip At the beginning ol Diember-
we lad twenty six Elders in the Florida
conference boS who are true whose
parents and the Church need to be
proud of Many have believed our
humble testimony and we have blesied
the name of our God that we were
counted worthy to go forth as mtssen
gets of ills divine word

On the igth ol beptemberKlder West
was stricken down his voice and lungs
had given way some time previously
but now all tu viul parts of his body
seemed to tail him IHe would grow so
weak that the Elders who were willi
him and the friends hom God had
raised up fur us would almost think
that lie ua > gone forever Then with
the zeal ot Paul the Llders would
anoint him with the hoy oil and time
and time again was he healed by the
lion er at God The riders and bamls
throukiout the Southern slates with
paicins md loved ones at home fasted
and pro 1 d or lion and through the
bssin i i he G id of Israel those
tplisoi lalproSLratiou to grow

1

lighter well remember on fie 4h of
November last when our beloved rresl
dent West was attacked by one cf those
bad spells hU blood quit circulating his
whole body grew still and cold his jiws
were even locked together that it was
impossible to get his mouth open he
could not speak and we could scarcely-
tell whether there was a breath of life In
him or not Alter administering to him

the lourth time Ills jaw were loosed-
he breathed the breath ol life freely and
could talk to us once more We could
only praise God lor tilt priesthood we
held and for Ills power being made
manliest through Ills serving in behalf
of our dear president White be lay
helpless upon lift bed OM day a dear
little girl Mamie Hurst came running to
tell us that such a lot of men on horse
back WMC coming We knew it was a
mob We in gieat haste had Elder
Usher clad In di guic mid sent him off
as greater threats Had been made against
him than us

The mob for such it proved to beone
hundred and fifty men aimed to the
teethe came up to the front gate The
lady of the house with little Mamie
stood at the gate and tried to reason
with the men who were drunken with
wrath against the Iol man Elders

Ihey told the mob they could not
come in ony over theirJ dead bodies un-

less thy would solemnly swear that
thev would nut Injure the sic mOn nor
those who were nursing him They
finally agreed tint II three ol their lead-
ers could come in and talk to them that
they would not harm them at this time
bo Messers jJ R Ne lan IIhonm Me
Clain and Henry Platt with tile consent-
of the lady ol the houe came in We
had previously in great humility knceied
by the bell side ot our tick brother md
prayed God to protect us and we dedi-
cated ourselves the hOUie we were ant
the inmates thereof and all unto him

They came In anti were quite cvil
We told them of President Wests long
sickness the spun ol God rallied upon
us in mighty power Wetold them they
had cometu takeout livesordrivetis-
fromthe country They sail they had
come to warn us tn leave tint our
doctrines were mak n great disturb-
ances turning fuller against sonmothcr
against daughter and neighbor against
neighbor and they would have no more
ol it Wo bore to them a faithful testi-
mony ol the truth of tile Gospel and the
divinity ol Joseph Smiths mission and
that we were sent to carry the glad
tidings to all who would hear us we
told hem that they mignt commence at
our finger ends and urjoint our whole
bodies yet with our last urealh our test
monies would be the same We warned
them to cease their persecution against
the work ol God or the judgments ol
God would follow them

They hall come with Ihe lull intention
of miking us take an oath that we w ould
leave the county but they seemed to tar-

get all their mission and they solemnly
vowed not to molest us while one of our
number was sick Thus our lives were
spared front the rasp of an angry
Ignorant hand of mn who had lent
themselves to the service of Satan

Yet ol a truth we only lelt sorry that
we hail but one life to give fur so great a
cause We were alterwaids informed
by a ray haired veteran that facilitate
tb fifteen ol the one hundred and filly
men could read and write During the
next week president West was released
and I also to attend hlmn bisnurse and
see him safely in the care of loving
parents and friends in Snowflake
Arizona We enjoyed the trip quite
well under the circumstances Arriving
at the place above menuonecll Decem
ber ijth I returned via San iSanciseo
alter a sojourn of two weeks with L Ider
West and friend in Arizona which was
spent very pleasantly anion the Saints

We bear our testimony to all who read
these wends that Gal lives and that He
hears our prayers and that Ills servants-
are protected by a divine power We
would urge the oung men of Israel to
awake and put on the armor of hunnht-
rsek wisdom m prayer and thus prepare
themselves logo forth as mettorsof
light not in word alone but that their
very appearances will be a testimon ot
the truth they bear Let us sty to the
fathers and mothers In Zion hold on to
your wild wayward boys as we have
seen the power of God made manliest
in healing tile bodies ol the Elders
abroad and have heard the thousand ol
testimonies ot our parents and the
Saints at home so can tile same power
touch the hearts of these thoughtless
boys an J open their eyes that Satan has
blinded

Let our Fathers work go on until it
fils the whole earth until everv son and
daughter of Adam shall have the privil
edge of hearing the true Gospel of
Chtist For tins Gospel of the kingdom
must be preached in all the world for
a witness unto all nations and then shall
the end conic

In praise ol the Southern states peo
ple will say for their kindness and Hos-
pitality their equal would be hard to
find and in behall of Elder Joseph A
West I feel to thank all who have aided
him in any way during his long siege of
sickness Alter one hundred and fifteen
days illness he is now ablate walk
around the yard Respectfully
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Two famous kingii ono day together met
On Time highway and stopped In leave a

chit
They bowed shook hinds and wished each

other well
Then each In turn a direful tile did tlSaid War to llacchus Wend doubt

youlin licard
That ere the earth for man had been prepared

Along the sons of God in yonder world
My cannons boomed my sable flags unfurled
And wllh my rnlcbiy weapons barand bright
Drove train the fed the rebel bSo thus by b the plate ii
The first to speak the place lo hearken thine

Say on Pay BAcchus but bo brief for I
Bake Lt to go and night Is draalg nigh

The King of War Ms knapsack laid aside
And straiRlitribilf up with airs of kingly pride
I to thus began Tula thousand years or more
IIve stalked the earth in quest of human gore
low Ive succeeded let times annals tell

And bloody Id where mangled millions-

fell

Ive dragged the bridegroom from Ins virgin
bride

IIve slam the Infant at its mothers side
Ive made the husband bog losiverelblife
For sake of helpless link ono sad wife

Jvo struck him down till on dreenl sodoe
And staleI his tongtie while I pleading

spoke
I ve swelled the rivers with a crimson flood

And stained old Oceans bicil with human
Wooed

Kings queens And crapr ° train their thrones
Jvo hurled

And spread destruction kleeping world
oo

hlom
In nh it yr I h t cell knelt it to waste

than by centuries could be replaced
1d made fond sons the pride of father

mother
Meet on the battle lid and slay each other
In short tile ball Ivc caused of m6ery
Will ne er be until the Judgment diy

My time Is lip friend Bacchus I im ihrough
So its In order now to heir train you-

Loquacious n icclius row ilia hag4ard werAol blear eyes devoid plly s luce
Down In the that Ins old stand lie threw
And from Ills pouch a big old kladrew

Look here slidt he tun looks a simple thing
But trouble more thin War did ever Itiring
1 his potent Huff h is brought Into the wnil fit

AnilI myriad headlong to destruction hurled
You talk il brother staying brother why

ThaIs nothing to the horrid dds Ih11-

llve done end now tell doina night and day
I < make n SOl Ills mother stay

And Inner too or drag tile wile from bed
And till a htbo delve her tender head
And see her die In ngonv then tike
IHr little ones now startled andakc
And beat Ihelr brains out with a club and then
Go back to toted oer his cups ngln

I doubt rolt King that thou hut done thy
share

To scourge the earth with sorrow and dIrOut no er did cannon boom nor
Make humankind so wretched here below
As I lav done ht been left for me
To eap Ibo clintax of ma misnry

Ihe madhouse midnight orgies I produce
Tu rnurd rcrs doom In pruun cells recluse
Lve daugbers fair t stamp with sin and hhamc
And heap pollution on their honored named
Deed inexpressible base for human

hooCh
To e try age and race my powr his bro cl

As to the haste on sea and land youve slain
I know such claims ire n ther War nor vain
Hut let me here assure you King of War
My list of victims beggars yours by tar

Once In a while ot course you strike n blow
And lay perchance a hundred thousand tow
But my sad havoc steady ns the tide
Goes on orever sweeping ffir and lde
With pestilential keep while thousands sad
Regret that they existence ever lad

Hut sire see the sun Is getting low
And alie both have many allies to go-

Ill bring my subject to a calc and say
Good bye perhaps well meet some other day

JAMES CRVSTAL-
ANINHICAN FORK Ja nuy 95th 897

JACOITS OP BURMA

HOUGH SOMEWHAT CHANGED THEY
STILL EXIST TO PLUNDER

Aulhort Ave nlllol stop the Thlv
Inc and Xu late Capture One
th DItia1 Somali C 0 or 10 lurt-

frlney ut ilia loleo Umn
IJnrma Is one of tin countries that

are chucking very fast uml ono of thn-

thiiiRS that Ihave changed in Burma Is
thn dacolt The sportive gentlemen de
scribed by Ituilyard Kipling mid others
who crucified villagers Mholejalo mid
filled old ladles withl kerosene were
flourishing in full vigor less than ton
yiurs ago but they already belong ai
completely to the pat as Dick Tiirpiu
mid his colleagues lu England No doubt
u fresh yet or any event BenonslysbaU
Ing tho Dritish power or reputation
might produce u rccrudckcencoot the old
disease hot fit tho meantime the ilncoiti
have entirely changed their habits In-

stead of living together in hands in the
Jungle they are scattered through sepa
role villages In tho guise of peaceful
cultivators Daring tho day each man
attends to Ills Paddy fields just like his
neighbors unit it is only nt night tint
they meet together try the dispatch of
their more important unit literally final
lCb

Dacolty ns defined by law is simply
robbery committed by a band of five
men or more and it is important only
beausof tho Uuriunnn strong natural
propensity toward it and tho great dim
cnltics which lili national character
places in thoway of his detection It
most always bo remembered that Bar
inn being in a transition stago and
ranch less settled than India midI the
government being extremely short land
cd an immense amount of various Linda
of work falls upon each binde English
official Horico Iit is wholly impossible
for him to exercise any cloe or detailed
supervision over any particular part of
his district This of Itself renders tho
detection of criminals I difficult mat-
ter Who Ithe dicoiu were In tho wood
it was simply a cahu of taming out oc-

caMomlly to hunt them down At lpres-
ent the matter must iitcebwrily bo left
chiefly in tho hands of natives

Now tho natives are for Itho most
pat honest and tolerably law abiding
and they burn no sympathy whatever
with a man who goes dacuitmg but tho
dacoit goes armed null tho siiplueuoss
mid cowardice of the Burmun in tho
presence of firms more particularly of
lireamis tire something almost incom-
prehensible to the wuitim mind It Is
quite Bufflcicut n party of half dozen

Ill to Ii wo a gun among them ultcct-
ivo or useless loaded or empty matters
little the mere show iIs enough and
they may to fearlessly to work In tile
midst of n crowd No ono will luterfcro
with them lu mora than ono liiUuco
be robiwrA have milo succoseful at-

tacks when nettled mere with their
dabs tho dagger overIlannan
carries wd with n pretended made
of a ttick with which they frightened
oil nil opposition-

But perhaps the strnngo working of
the iiativo character nro bat exhibited
in tho following case which occurred
quite recently The facts are vouched
for by an EuglUh onicer There was a
bad of five men who wcro lu the habit
of practicing dnooity cocasiomlly Throe
Q1 them came from tbo eauio vlllujg

not n common thing ni It makes 10tlcn tuiir tbo fourth from irothe
village anti m for Iho fifth no JUan
knows whence fie cattle for n Iuun that
will npprnr Ono ulght the Ih a mel
armed with nothing but their knlve
mid Epeurn which sire ud for fishlu
In lower Barmci cntoriil a lioufle led
tip the owner and begun plundering
Now this hou o was in a largo village
containing not only a population of
some 1400 but n police post with 1C

native follcraen nrricd with fnlilcrs-
Tho alarm was givrn and tho house
fimronuded and then there was n Pause
Iho robberi continued theirwork until
turbed within Tho villagers some 200
or 100 nbleboelled men all more or less
hrmed mt around on tho lam which
turroundt mid protects every houso or
tho delta looked down tit tho lionsann-
idlscuwd the question Thoiulico stood
rather nearer tho house mid fired shots
Into it through tho bamboo walls hurt
IIIR no ole

Ono solitnry pallcoman after n time
volnnterrcd lo wlv mce He crept up
finite Claim to tile hotiso and fired in
through an opening In the wall Then
ho went further null actually put his
Ihear and part of his body through tho

apparently to seo what execulol
ho had One of tho prompt
Ij phoned him to tho ground with a fish
spear and killed him lly thU timo they
had completed their prepmtions sn
they Haler forth each lan with his
pick on hig back Though
the house was surrounded they appear
In have tall no difficulty in willnj
their way tiirongh only tile police fired
after them with bucUhot lift tbrcoIInrof them in tile linck seriously
vvonndlnr tbm lint Ono of the band
had the rubtforinno to find fallstomLoInstantly tile crowd rnhetlo him
nnd bofcro lieI rOlll jacket

dll0 pieces to effectively that
slightest clow to Ini identity

rcnnlneil How is absolutely destroyed
No one knows even what was Ills 11-
1tioiulitj Tho other four got clea-
rAwarPablia Opinion


