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pressed banishbanisheded from this place
imprisoned in that deprived of their
money deprived of their teeth con-
victed of the most improbable crimes
on the feeblest evievidencedefice dragged at
horses tails hanged tortured burned
alive if when manners became mild-
er they had still been subject to de-
basing restrictions and exposed to
vulgar insults locked up in particular
streets in some countries peltedbelted and
ducked by the rabble in others ex-
cluded everywhere fromma gist
and honors what would be the pa-
triotism of gentlemen with red hair
and if under such circumstances a
proposition were made for admitting
red haired men to office how striking
a speech might an eloquent admirer
of our old institutions deliver against
so revolutionary a measure these
men he might say scarcely con-
sider themselves as englishmen
they think a red haired frenchman
or a red haired german more closely
connected with them than a man
with brown hair born in their own
parish if a foreign sovereign pat-
ronizes red hair they love him better
than their own native king they
are not englishmen they cannot be
englishmen nature has forbidden it
experience proves it to be impossi-
ble right to politicalcal power they
have none for no man has a right to
political power let them enjoy
personal security let their property
be underunder ahrthe protection of the law
but if they iforak tor leave to exercise
power over a community of which
they are only half members a com-
munity tthehe of which is1essentiallyIly dark haired let us answer
them in the words of our wise an-
cestorsZ ce rolumus leges angline

the doctrine of
predestination in the opinion of
many people tends to make those
who hold it utterly immoral and
certainly it would seem that a man
who believes his eternal destiny to be
already irrevocably fixed is likely to
indulge his passions without restraint
and to neglect his religious duties
if he is an heir of wrath his exertions
must be unavailing if he is pre or
dainebained to life they must beeper
flukus but would it be wise to ppun-
ish

un
every man who holds the hihighergher

doctrines of Calvangalvanismism as if he had
actually committed all those crinescrimes
which we know some antinomians
to have committed assuredly not
the fact notoriously is that there are
many calvinists as moral in their
conduct as anyadv and many
Armin ians as loose as anany calvinist

it is altogether inimpossiblepossible to
reason from the opinions which a
man professes to his feelings and his
actions and in facino person ksis ever
such a fool as to reason thus except
when he wants a pretext for perse-
cuting his neighbors A christian is
commanded under the strongest
sanctions to be just in all his deal-
ings yet to how many of the
twenty four millions of professing
christians in these islands would any
man inih his senses lend a thousand
pounds without security A man
who should act for one day on the
supposition that all the people about
him were influenced by the religion
which they professed would find
himself ruined before night and no
man ever does act on that

tion in any of the ordinary concerns
of life in borrowing in lending in
buying or iqin selling but when any
of our fellow creatures are to be op-
pressed the case is different then
we represent those motives which we
know to be so feeble for good as
omnipotent for evil then we lay to
the charge of our victims all the
vices and follies to which their doc
trinesbrines however remotely seem to
tend we forget that the same weak
ness the same laxity the same dis
position to prefer the present to the
future which make men worse than
a good religion make them better
than a bad one

it was in this way that our ances-
tors reasoned and that some people
in our own time still reason about the
catholics A papist believes himself
bound to obey the pope the pope
has issued a bull deposing queen
elizabeth therefore every papist
will treat her grace as an usurper
therefore every papist is a traitor
therefore every papist ought to be
hanged drawn and quartered to
this logic we owe some of the most
hateful laws that ever disgraced our
history surely the answer lies on
the surface the church of rome
may have commanded these mannn n to
treat the queen as an usurper but
she has commanded them to do many
other things which they have never
done she enjoins her priests to ob
perveserve strict you araree always
taunetauntingtAg thethemtrulywil their licentious-
ness she commands all her followers
to fast often to be charitable to the
poor to take no interest for money
to fight no duels to see no plays
do they obey these injunctions if
it be the fact that very few of them
strictly observe her precepts when
her precepts are opposed to their
passions and interests may not lo10loy-
alty

y
may nutnot humanity may not the

love of ease may not the fear of
death be sufficient to prevent them
from executing those wicked orders
which she has issued against the
sovereign of england when we
know that many of these people do
not care enough for their religion to0
go without beef on a friday for

itiit
why should we think that they will
run the risk of being racked and
hanged for it

people are now reasoning about
the jews as our fathers reasoned
about the ts the law which is
inscribed on the walls of the syna-
gogues prohibits but
if we were to say that a jew mort-
gagee would not foreclose because
god had commanded him not to
covet his neighbors house every-
body would think us out of our wits
yet it passes for an argument to say
that a jew will take no interest in the
prosperity of the country in which
he lives that he will nutnot care how
bad its laws and policy may be how
heavily it may be taxed how often it
may be conquered and given up to
spoil because god has promised
that by some unknown means and
at some undetermined time perhaps
ten thousand years hence the jews
shall migrate to palestine Is not
this the most profound ignorance of
human nature do we not krow that
what is remote and indefinite affects
men far less than what is near and
certain the argument too applies

to christians as strongly as to jews
the christian believes as well as the
jew that at some future period the
present order of things will come to
an end nay many christians be-
lieve that the messiah will establish
a kingdom on earth and reign visibly
over all its inhabitants whether this
doctrine be orthodox or not we shall
not here inquire the number of
people who hold it is very much
greater than the number of jews re-
siding in england it is
preached from the pulpits both of
the scottish and olof the english
church noblemen and members of
parliament have written in defence
of it now wherein does this doc-
trine dinerdiffer as far as its political ten
dency is concerned from the doc-
trine of the jews if a jew is unfit
to legislate for us because he believes
that he or his remote descendants

ill be removed to palestine can we
safely open the house of commons
to a fifth monarchy man who expects
that before this generation shall pass
away all the kingdoms of the earth
will be swallowed up in one divine
empire Macau lays assay on the
civil disabilities of the jews

the sphere of government
the object of this esay is to as-

sert one very simple principle as en-
titled to govern absolutely the deal-
ings of society with the haindividual in
the way of compulsion and control
whether the means used be physical
force in the form of legal penalties
or the moral coercion of public
opinion that principle is that the
sole end for which mankind are war
ranted in interfering with the liberty
of action of any ofot their number is
self protection that the only pur-
pose for which power can be right-
fully exercised over any member of
a civilized community against his
will t is to prevent harmbarm to others
his own good either physical or
moral is notnotaaa sufficient warrant
he cannot rightfully be to
do or forbear because it will be bet-
ter for him to do so because it will
make him happier because in the
opinion otof others to do so would
be wise or even right the only
part of the conduct of any one for
which he is amenable to society is
that which concerns others

human liberty demands liberty otol
conscience in the most comprehen-
sive sense liberty of thought and
feeling absolute freedom of opinion
and sentiment on all subjects practi-
cal or speculative scientific moral
or theological thethe liberty of pub-
lishing and expressing opinions may
seem to talifall under a different princi-
ple since it belongs to that part of
the conduct of an individual which
concerns other people but being of
almost as much importance as the
liberty of thought itself and resting
in great part on the same rea ons isis
practically inseparably from it

no society is completely free in
which these liberties do not exist ab-
solutelysol and unqualified

the opinion which it is attempted
to suppress by authority may possi-
bly be true those who desire to
susuppressppress it of course deny its truth
butbut they are not infallible they
have no authority to decide the ques-
tion for all mankind to refuse a


