
THE DESERET
the inevitable boys who dive for coins
were waiting the ships arrival and
many of them went away with a mouth
lul of coins As soon as possible we
made our way to the mission house and
met brothers jolley and thompson with
whom we walked around awhile and
looked at the city which to me appeared
prettier than ever gehadwe had the pleas-
ure of witnessing two native baptisms
and got back to our ship a little before
she started after investing in two
bunches of bananas some pineapples
limes etc

after a stay of seven hours we were
soon cutting through the water at the
rate of fourteen knots an hour on our
way to suva the water was very calm
all the way the usual heatbeat of the trop-
ics was moderated by refreshing showers
every morning and cootcool breezes all the
time the very pleasant weather al-
lowed us to read and to think of benjenjoy-
ing

oy
ourselves and it was at this part

of our journey that we were asked to
show our views of utah which were
very much admired many questions
were asked but many of them were in
reference to statehood and the mani-
festo etc some interest seemed to be
taken in the mines and agricultural re-
sources of utah and a few seemed really
desirous of hearing something about the
religious belief of the people who com-
prise the majority of the population

several islands beautiful green spots
were passed before we got to suva
the island seemed to be quite extensive
the hills towered away up into the
clouds which hung over them like a pall
and were covered with green forest
growth to the top the white corrugated
iron of which all the roofs and many of
the houses of suva are built glistened
in the sun and stood out in strong con-
trast with the masses of dark foliage
with which many of them were sur-
rounded As we were drawing along-
side the wharf which by the way we
were compelled to do on account of the
terrible water we were using from
honolulu out so that the tanks might be
filled a long line of dusky faces were to
be seen sitting on shore beneath the
shadow of0 a long ironimn shed it was
amusing to see the half dozen natives
on the wharf who as soon as they had
tied a rope would run to the one bit of
shade that was to be found on the wharf
to escape the burning heat of the sun
this shade in which six or seven natives
were sometimes seen standing was
thrown irom a lamp post about twelve
feet high and six inches through

we walked ashore and looked around
for an hour or so and then strolled
back wet with perspiration and very
much heated there is a bank at suva
and a few stores but the place is dead
now compared with what it once was
the banana trade which was once car
ried on with sydney is nearly a thing of
the past as sydney people find it
cheaper to get their bananas from
queensland A good dealoedeal of coral and
many pretty shells were hawked around
by natives and many of the passengers
invested a smilingshilling in a basket otof whwhiteite
coral after taking on several passen-
gers we started on our journey again
towards the sunny south leaving
mount washington on our lettleit we
steamed on through calm seas for three
days when we encountered a big swell
which increased as we went farther
south until the day before we got to
sydney the water was quite rough but

we had the wind with us which made us
ride along very easily

we sighted the south head light-
house at the entrance to sydney about
madnimidnight9ht and alterafter hanging around just
outside until morning we steamed in and
anchored in watsons bay for the health
officer to pass us which done we
steamed on down the harbor and into
the grafton wharf and our journey was
ended

with the exception of the first six
days our trip was very pleasant the
officers are very good men and are at-
tentive to the wants of the passengers
our food was very good and our sleep-
ing accommodations were not to be
complained of the only ground for
complaint is the deck room the ship
is not made for second class passengers
on a long trip like that across the pa-
cific ane deck room lorfor the saloon
passengers takes up nearly all the ship
and what is left for the second class pas-
sengers is barely enough to swingswing the
proverbial cat around in add to this
the fact that what deck there is is shared
by firemen and crew who use it for ita
mess rroomoom and quite a motley array of
pots and pans and dishes may be seen
spread out every meal time it becomes
quite apparent to everyeveryoneoneasas it was to
adlof us that the company should make
an adjustment in this matter which is
quite easy to do
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thursday december 1895 after
breakfast we elders walked iromfrom grey
town about two miles to thehe villvilgilliseliSee oft
Pa situated nearnear the fuata anga
river in the open WatTa irilvillagelage
here wwe were met by frfriendsi en

rapa
S and con

ducted to the largest dwellingdwellidwelling house inin
the village which was placedplacenjalmostI1 most at
our disposal during our sojourn there
one of the best rooms wirewere assigned to
eldergader gardner and myself in which we
could attend thourto our writing and other
business without being disturbed much
the larlargegie meeda 9 house in the village
was also placed at our disposal for
meeting and sleeping purposes and
nearly all the native visitors slept there
during the conference almost imme-
diately alterafter our arrival I1 commenced
my historical labors the records of the
Waira rapa district and of its respective
branches having being brought here fforor
my perusal after attending an inter-
esting prayer meeting with the natives
in the large meeting house we retired
and enjoyed a good nights rest

fridae DecemdecemberbeT aoth the elders
and native conference visitors began to
arrive some drove up inin fine carriages
others came on horse back and some on
foot whenever a fresh visitor came in
sight it was announced through the
village by some woman calling out

haerehaereinaimai haere mmaiai etcetcatat thetos
of her voice and immediately on their
arrival they were shown theil quarters
of the elders the following arrived
james S abbott edgar 0 bestbeat and
wallace C castleton by train horace
W barton heber C jex john H ellis
and H lee Brabradforddfora on horse back
and george jarvis and john clayson on
foot this increased the number of
elders at kapawai to fifteen I1 spent
the day culling historical matter as-
sisted by elderseiders bowles and bird irlin
the evening after prayer ta

mahau Mahu the head chiefachie
the village who ranks as one of the het
informed maori chiefs living macef A
long speech of welcome it was repa
with fine sentiments and expressexpressionioa 0ofU2
his great friendship to the elder tho
he is not a member of the church balt
an investigator of our principles whealmormonism was first introduced in thetal
Waira rapa village he was one ats Yibitter opponents on one occasion jillaadsaji
gathered all the sick and maimed of Ks
village together and brought

1

to te creore where the elders 5

holding meetings and dedemandedan
them as a sign and a prprooff 0
being sent of god to heal all11 his
when he was questioned in regardaratofc

k

his laith and the nature of the ppromiserowia
these signs shall follow them tha it

lieve etc was explained to hihii nysV d

returned rather crest fallen and aier
that he commenced to grow lesil d
less bitter until he finally became I1aa
admirer of some of the grand
taught by the elders A short time MW
when a sort of testimony meeting9

i

held under the of thithe cb
of england and a number of tlthee aji
bers otoi that church expressed their H

lief in the principles advocated
church mr got up anask
daredblared that he would rotr ot say that ha
did not feel so0 o sure that the cheuu
EnenglandLyland was the true church nar
usits doctrines were correct for hews
investigating mormonism whitingat ja
him seemed more consistent withith
bible elder gardner responded WA
chiefs speech in a manner that plea
him and all present very muan
lowed with a short speech transil
elder gardner and finished up watt
singing a danish song by specialeclalequest I1 afterwards sang the Havi Juill
aloha oi 11 assisted by some

other elders splendid spirit
Ssaturday dec aist in qamiaW

with elder george bowles I1 madej
inin a buggy to Grey town where I1
long conversation with the editor 1

Waira rapa standard afir rer
ing to pakapawaiawai I1 resumed mmy hastj
labors about noonnoon elderteldersrs wilfI1

thomas J Ot ep anandllindsey arrived by rail from the kahy
bay district accompanied by qi

1

number of natives from said ddai
elder william L dimond also 91
during the day we were now uluelders from zion at kapawaiPa
more were expected for the coni
Tthehe day being warmwarin nearly a
elders myself included I1
Ruama hanga riverriver and took a M
ing bath and swim in its cooling loafer8

sunday dec our three alws4
conferenceconterence commenced in th lwft
meeting house at PapPa awal besides a
good representation of saints fromfroin 00he
dindifferneternet branches in the Waira rapa
district there were quite a number so
from the hawkes bay manowayMa taid4
bairan district mindand the bollom14 lippian
elders fromrom zion grdnerrow
president of the australasian
leadand andrew jenson hisbis trivolitravelingdalrlScorn
panion george bowles president
and ki lee bradford george jarvJarviewi I1 ldI1

john claysonCiayson traveling elders 1w we0
Wairarapa district james L ab
president of and heberheber C jex wilyam
L dimond john H ellis andandewflHW
W barton traveling elders igm oketf

district wilford B
president of and thomas J 0 brien and
david lindsey traveling elders wa tbt


