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A

A MIMING
ACTOR

AND HOW HE WAS FOUND IN JAPAN

surrounded BY A FAMILY OF

THIRTEENTinETEEN WIVES

bomeborne years ago george
fort was a celebrated actor in tthishis
country and particularly celebrated
as john Mildmildmaymayimays in the play still
waters bunrun deepdeeps and years ago

fort disappeared from the
gaza of the american people and
perhaps nobody that knew him
would ever have known what had
become of him had it not beebeenn for
joseph arthur now in olovolevclevelandeland
as the agent for willie edouineedouina
sparingsparks company

A jyerald xuanzuanun nudbud a uonoon verbaverra
tion with mr arthur in which he
related the singular manner and
thothe singular place in which he
found fort 1I found him
baideaid mr arthur awbyaway back in lethe
interior of beautiful japan he had
thirteen wives nativenativessandand seem-
ed to be happy in the possession of
a charming teaten plantation

how did you discover him ask-
ed thothe reporter

it waswaa purely incidental three
other persons and myself went in-
landJ to visit the celebrated prehis-
toric statue of buddha at diabyDI sta
we traveled by moonlight in the
only conveyance in that countcountryrys a
sort or perambulator hauled by the
nativesnative at midnight the moon
was hidden by clouds in a short
time wetto found ourselves in the
midst of a ststormormandand sought shelter
under the caveseaves of the first house
we came to the climate was llaliaila
and being weary wo fallfell asleep
daylight ra balea a charming scene
tho househoube I1 could liken to nothing
but a large bird cagescage was in the
midst of the undulating rice fields
intersected at regular spaces by lit-
tle narrow streams of water kissed
by the overhanging branches otof
bush and tree and spanned by nu-
merous fairylikefairy like bridges an place
in fact that recalled youthful Fpairyeairyairyalry
land to my mind

thothothe owner of thiathis house and
these landslauds was george
fort the english actor whose play-
ing had been witnessed by audiences
in all the large cities of ththee unitedstates and some of your old theathen
tre goers dioro liim P

andgrand what took this man to ja-
pan i a

inquired the reporter
that salasaid mrmir arthur Is

something of a mystery he IsJs now
an octogenarian and something of a
recluse when I1eisawsawgaw him he step
pedpod to his door in the early morn
clad in a semisomi japjapanesenese garb with
long flowing footing autiand calash
he wore no shoes hishia form was

q erect his hair and mustache snowy
white hishia coun tancetanca of a florid hue

he did not seem to babe either glad
or sorry to eeebee ua and we rather in-
vited ourselves in and aa he stood
so silent and grave I1 mentallymentally baldsaid
bohnohn mildmay behind him stood
his wife you have baked me baidsaidmr arthur owhywhy he wabwaa found in
such an out of the way comer of the
globe I1 cannot answer that direct-
ly but I1 think domestic difficulties
drove him there it was alleged that
he had two bivas previous to going
away one in london and one insan francisco at all events he
was a great admirer of the fair sex
and after disappearing was not
heard oromfrom until I1 found him in
japan

how did he treat you
when we went into the houbehouse he

only uttered three words my
Nwivesvives gentlemen but during our
stay did not in the presence otof the
other parties express an opinion on
any subject or join in the conversa-
tion but subsequently I1 had a pri-
vate conversation withmith him in
which he told me many things re
garding his past life be
cause he was a mason and discover-
ed I1 was one he came to this
country from england in 1857 and
made a great reputation as an actor
when thetho trouble referred to oc-
curred he started for the orient as
chief officer of a merchant vessel
and the vessel waswaa wrecked off the
islandbland of formosa near the north-ern coast of china he was rescued
by thothe natives who were not abso-
lute Cnclineseinese but a sort of hybrid
race a crosaerosa between the chinese
and carcanaCorCoeanacana and were exceedingly
savage soeo much so that had it not
been for a hollander who had lecat
ed there and become friendly with
Patince fort would not have escaped
with hlahia life

this hollander rwagwasaa engaged on
extractingmtracting dyesengagedhromfromromnomj the

different wooda theretheres and intercede

ed for fort when the natives
proposed to killbill him

leaving this inhospitable island
he went to japan and landed there
without money or friends having
no knowledge of the language or the
customs of the country a lone son
of thessis from afar and with his
heart bowed down with a weight of
woe at that time there was no
treaty between the countries and
the japanese took no stock in for-
eigners however fort felt
that he bad come to stay he was
a man of fact and intelligence and
at once setmet about acquiring the lan-
guage

an
in the meantime sustaining

himself by writing sketches of the
europeans and having them trans-
lated subsequently he learned the
language well enough to go through
the country lecturing he knew
something ot medicine and when
lecturing failed him he took to doc-
toring and jestingly said to me that
he believed he had succeeded in his
medical career in japan in killing
threethres or four hundred people final-
ly he joined a band of native actors
assuming with great power some of
the leading roles in the japanese
drama which he pronounces super-
ior in cunning development of
plot and sublimity of language
to either the french orgerman dramas thrice he as-
sumed in the native tongue the role
of yura the hero of the historical
drama of japan a character analo
gous to our hamlet and played be-
fore the mikado As a result of the
performance he received unstinted
praise from the writers and poets of
that country at his Bugsuggestion I1
was led to secure a translation of the
play which is entitled bonina and
it will be produced in this country
next season s

why did he retire to the tea
plantation and get marriedmarbled so multi

asked the herald man
his acting led to an accession of

wealth and fame he then came to
the conclusion to settle down and
sealed to himself a abifewife a beautiful
japanese woman of what is known
as the damiodamlo noble or thetho long
nosed class

thoytheyrethey are as white in
as any european and noted for their
beauty he then bought a teaten and
ricorice plantation andaud when I1 visited
him he waawas employing about or

laborers and living a life of ease
and luxury he accumulated hiehis
other wivesvives by degrees I1 presume
hulubutu to beget-
ting along without domestic jarsat all eventsevento fort hasbus hadan experience few englishmen have
had and what isis moresmore seems in
dined to stay in hishia asiatic home 11

maldMAID OF ALL woreWORK

rachel ramsay looked very pret-
ty indeed as bheshe came down the
narrow wooden staircase in the lit-
tle

ft
brown farm house that afternoon

dressed in a white muslin drobsdross
strewn allailalloveroveroyer with tiny pink roserobe
buds andaud a fresh face frill around
her neck tied with pink ribbon
while her pretty feet were buttoned
into a new pair of boots with high
french heels and her hair was earcarcurl-
ed in loose glossy coilla of shining
bronze

eh saideald granny ramsay look-
ingIngupup from her everlasting knit
ting work over which sheahe wagwas half
asleep goingoin to church heyshey

gritit sunday grandma 2 ex-
plained the girl laughing and color
ing pm going to the tower to
beeeee miss calcaicallhounthoun she ahashas often
invited mome therethertheresaeesheshe and missmies
bell s

Fahawl baidsaid granny ramsay
who was one of those venerable peo-
ple privileged to speak their minds
of all occasions what do the fine
city ladies at the tower want of a
farmenfarmer daughter like you

but grandma invited
me

it reminds me saidbaid grandma
shrewdly of the old story of the
iron pot anandd the china pot swim-ming down stream together andthey dont nowise sultsuit j

rachelbachel said no more but escaped
into the shady lane where themaples were beginning to turn pale
yellow in the first september frostsgrandma is always criticisingcriticizingcritic ising
everybody shesho thought 1I know
the ladies at the tower wirlwillwi 1l bobe glad
to seegee me miss alice wants to
sketch my headbead for elsineelaine 1 and
miss bell asked mome to eing duets
with her she baldsaid I1 had a voice
like a larklarh and perhaps mr
harold haroldson will be there
Fforor I1 know hohe often visits at the
housephouse

andanti rachel emilid to herself as
she crossed the rusticrusle6 bridbridge0 andfind
went through the gadswads lo10to thetha

tower a fantasticfan wooden cottage
withawith a semiremisemicircularcircular trotnonhif which
was let for the summer the owner
thereof preferring to live in a
square brick structure inla the

the little side door was open and
rachel went in from the left of
the passagewaypassage way a door opened into
the kitchen and there to her infi-
nite amazement shesho saw miss alice
calhoun herself in the tesesthetic
dress of pale sage green and roses
in her hair contemplating a pair of
decapitated fowls which lay on the
table

missmibs alicelalice she exclaimed
Is that you rachelbachel cried the

city young lady pouncing on her
as a drowning man pounces on the
neatest floating straw oh I1 never
was so glad to see anybody in all
my life these horrid henslhenel bridget
has gone away in a rage becausebemuse I1
presumed to find fault with the
coffee this morning and we have
got company to dinner and I1an idea how to getgot the
feathers of these creacreaturestureaturoa but
now that you are hereheres every-
thing will be right

and she shook onnoff the big bib
apron and stepsteppedped back with ait
sigh of relief

I1racheleachen looked perplexed she
had come there not to enact the
roll of the kitchen maid but to
visit missmies calhoun to sit in her
drawing room and enjoy the con-
versation of her guests and she did
not exactly relish this summary
dismissal to the kitchen

there is soup stock s went on
miss alice andgland a balade and a de-
licate piece ofhalibut and with the
fouls roasted and apie or a pudding
or something which I1 daredate stayeay you
can make we shall do very nicely
im particularly anxious about the
dinner because we are to have
company excuse me now
because I1 havehavo to dress

and away tripped amralias alice sel-
fish and smiling as ever was queen
CleopatoleoCleopatrasrapsrals selfpoor rachelrachellEachellcheli she stood a
in the hot kitchen thetho tears spring-
ing to her ayee a pang of dibdisdisap-
pointment

aPat her heart shashe knewew
all about it harold haroldson andmr dallas were to dine there that
day she she was to be cook wait-
ress maid of all work what signi-
fied it what sheehe called herself she
remembered what grandma had saidbald
and for once in her ilfelife gave that
venerable ladylady credit for discrimin-
ation

therethero was no help for it however
she tied on thetho bib apron tucked
the curls back of her ears and wentto work to prepare the chickens for
the roasting pan now and thonthan
pausing to brush away the round
bright tears which rolled down her
cheeks

these young ladiesladles evidently in-tended to make her useful shemight have known that they ddidids
beforehand shebhe could hearbear the
soft sound of bell calhoundCalhouns guitar
the sweet subdued tinkletinkie of aliceslaughter the deep monotonous un
der current of voices
and then she glanced down at herpretty muslin dress and bowabowsbdwa ofpink
ribbon and began to think that miss
calhoun had taken an unfair ad-vantage of her

if she could only havahavo heard
the rapid and energetic colloquy
which transpired between the two
sisters in their dressing room when
first alice came up stairs she would
perhaps have better comprehended
the drift cf things

good news missmisa calhoun hadbad
cried waving her scented pocket
handkerchief in the air ave got
a girl in the kitchekitchellnl

coillno said miesmiss bellabellu fair haired
cream complexion damseldael withpale blue eyes and a perpetual
smile

f rachel ramsey nodded alice
came up in her beat bib and tucker

to spend thothe day of course I1 con-
fiscatedfiscated her at onceones

althethe bold pushing thing said
balnal with a disdainful gesture

shebashes a deal too pretty to bring
into the drawing room for harold-
son and armine dallas to flirt
with added miss alice knowing-
ly and I1 dont see any way that I1
could have avoided it itif it had not
been for those luckyluchy chickenchickenssr andbridgets fortunate fit of temper
make hastebaste now bele herohere in
n minute and I11 know littlelittie ba-chel is lafirsta dirstfirst class cook for iveuve been
there to tentea

boso the young edies of the towetower
wereveto enjoying the feast ofreason anand
the flow of soul in their cool draw
ing room with books new gathered
roseoroscoross and blue gulguiguitarstarns
whilowhile poor rachel ramsay wagwas
broiling in the kitchen over peach
tarts andbud neapolitan creams
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shebhelladhadbad fargoforgottenttenteu her disappoint-
ment but artistt likeilke she had
thrown herself ntoinfo her occupation
with engrossing interest and she
was stirringg creams with a quick
eneonegertioertic hand when a step crossed
the threshhold

heroherohere are bomesome freehfresh trout brid-
get to Bursurpriseprisaprise your mistress baldsaid
a curcunclear voice

and to her infinite amazement
harold haroldsonHaroldeon stood before her
in his huntingbunting costume with a
fishing rod lightlya balanbaianbalancedcideid on hishibhl
shoulderpm not bridget ealdeaid the girl
laughing but still stirring on pm
rachel

missmibs he exclaimed
lifting his cap how in the name
of all that is wonderful came you
here

and then not without humorhumors
rachel detailed the manner and in
ciocloclientslents of her capture
I1 gil1 am the maid of silniialiallworkwork if you
please bheshaheeaidoaidsaidsald with a curtsy

thenesthen let mome help you 11 said
haroldeanHaroldeon 1 briskly tying a Fsecond
bib apron roundarounda his huntingbunting euitsuit
aci1I used to be a pretty good hand at
spider and gridiron when I1 camped
out on lakolake up in
maine 11

butbat youre not 1engaged caidsaid
eachenrachel half pleased halthalf frighten
ed

K1I can volunteer observed the
young man gilvegive me the oil and
vinegar and you will heeeen what a
dressing a la mayonnaise I1 can
provide for that saladbalad or0 yours

and if ever a pair of cookcooks spentpents a
sortborit of mor-

ning in the kitchen this pair did
they laughed they mademada inno-

cent lokesjokes they behaved jikelike two
school children

and at last when rachel ran out
into thetho garden to gather some
water caressescresses titek deck the newly
roasted fowls mr haroldson heard
the voice of missmies bell calhoun call-
ing down the stairway

rachelbachalBacholchoi bachellchellcheil you may serve
the dinner everyoneevery oneono is here but
that titiresome haroldson

and hehhea here too calmly re-
sponded that gentleman who was
wrewrtwashingahing his hands at the pump

cried bellball ehrshrillylilyilly
thealtho cook and butterbutierbut ler aroarc expect-

ed to take their meals in the kit-
chen said mr haroldson with
commendable gravity candgandandaveivelve
no objection to that arrangement 11

and nothing couldcoald haroldharoid
haroldean to come up to the didiog
room he and rathelrachel together ateaty
their sort ofcf repast and
washed the dishes although the
matter somewhat lost its spice when
the misses calhoun and their com-
pany
ditc

any all adjourned en maesemasse to the
k nennon and persisted in joining
their ranks

and when the purple sunset came
dreamily down over the dark cedars
that overhung the brawling streamstreams
and the gay guests had all departed
alice and bell calhoun gazed dubi-
ously at each other

was ever anything so provok-
ing said bell

he has actually gone home with
herhers baidsaid alicealica bursting into angry
tears

and after all the painspaint we took
to keep them apart sighed bellballit was all your fault petulant-
ly exclaimed alice noticing that
farmers daughter and dragging
her out of her sphere in that eortfort of
wayll

but it was you that plumed
yourself on getting her into the kit-
chen scolded bell and a nice
messmesa youve made of it

but howbow were wowe tototetellteil hatthat itwawat going to enkeendeend so groaned poor
alice

well rachel said granny
ramsay when the girl came injust as the lamplampa were lighted
what sort of a day did you have

humph grunted granny
If a queer way of entertaining
visitors but araps city
manners

berperhapsPerhapshapa it is said bachet de-
murely

who was it carnecame homehomo with
you aked granny who was not
quite deaf or blind as yet and left
you at the garden gategatt

oneirone of the other servants gaideaid
rachel

wellweil I1 never baldasid granny
cWwhereascohereshereshenes all your pride rachelramsay

oil1I never was prouder in all
I1ilfelifefe than I1 amana tonightto night said eara
chel listenLlsten grandma for I1 have
so much to tell you mr harold
haroldson of new yorkyord walked
home with uve met him ever
so many timestimeo before this bummernterat
picnics and archery parties and
such but I1 never knewfenew that

hebe cared for me arldaridabatoto night he
asked me to marry himyhim and he iaIs to
come herehero tomorrowto morrow morning to
see father

do youyon love him baidbaldbaidsaid granny
ramsay huskily

and rachelbachel answered
yes
then god bless you my child

and give you both a long and happy
life said the old lady softly
smoothing the girla bright head

and every one was satisfied ex-
cept the ladies of the tower
helen forrestfairest graves

A BIGBIO SHRINKAGE

THE following from the boston
alobeglobe refers without doubt to a well
known gentleman of this
city who took a trip to the east
with a friend whose averdupois
was not much different to his own
he was formerformenformerlyy in business not a
hundred miles fromfrond first south
street but has lately sold out and
retired

gentine is largely Ait matter of
babij nonenona of us need more than
half the food we eat the speaker
was a gentleman from salt lakecity now visiting professional
frienda inboston the interviewer
lustjust from the table where he had
dined tcotoo heartily perhaps felt the
force of the remark more just at
that time than he would at mostmoat
uny other no vve no desire to
be interviewed I1 dont carecaro to be
presented to the public as a mon-
strosityst but I1 have been remarkably

in decreasing the amount
of my flesh which had become a
burden to me

something after the banting
system orcr did you take any of the
antiantl fats remedies BO common
I1 discounteddisco banting following a

much more rigid course you see
gaideaid the gentleman with a self
satiasatiesatisfactoryfactory chuckle it came about
thisthil way iamlamI1 am only five feetleet seven
inches high with bones as small Ls
those of a woman and two years
agoacro I1 measured niftyfifty eight inches
about thothethewwaistalstaist twenty four inches
round the neknok 11

Gragraciousciousclous what a collar inter
ejected the interviewer

well it a neck exactlymy head set in a chunk of fat onmy shoulders about all
there was to my neckseek one night
after having surveyed myself in themirror and thinking what an ungainly piece of flesh I1 was 1I wentto bed and had a dream that I1 wassoughtbought for by a circus man whohad been successful inID exhibiting
curlocuriocuriositiesmies in a sideshowside show the nextday I1 thought more about it and de-terminedtermined to get rid of some of thepounds offlesh I1 had just as hardsolid flesh as your ever saw foodassimilated with my system
nicely you see and I1 ateenough for two men at a mealI1 beianbegan at once two mealsa day eight in the morning andfour in thetha afternoonvernoonafteriernoon what did I1eat beefsteak principally six to
eight ounces at a meal with twoounces of bread toasted hard nothing elseolse except an occasionalchange to mutton but no legetableblea no pork no veal s

and for drinksno water except in gipsfelps fleshypersonapersons always are tempted to drinklarge quantities of water nownom letthemsiethem sip their water and it willsoon become insipid no punpus in-
tended and will quench their thirstjusjusttaswellas wellweil I1 usually drank acupa cupcudof teaten without milk or bugarsugar

you growprow hungry at
first

Ighungry well I1 had always
dined with dives on the best I1could get and looked forward to my
dinner csas the great delight of theday now I1 was dining with lazarus yes

3 I1 bufferedsuffered a good deal
from hungerhunger at the outset ahack at the swill barrel would
have brenbeen n luxury you
bebhebheehebPce I1 began by trying my
diet at the family table right at themidst of temptation but I1 soon hadto give that up my wife weighedmy meals every day and servedthem to me in a separate room I1ate what was betset before memes andhadbad to bobe content hungry welliveuve seenbeen thetho time during my dieting that I1 would have robbed thesupport osaof a man with a wife andfourteen children to get a squareequate
meal

what encouragement did youget
weilwells I1 weighed myself every

morning andands now here no one
can successfully diet to reduce flesh
unless he weighs himself regularly
when I1 began to seesoecbeeeeeee that I1 was re


