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THE presidents MESSAGE
u

witWB DO not intend today to make
aaan entire review of president
garrisons inesmenagesage

I1
to congress but

merely to touch on his reference to
utah whichle the subject of great

isittM import to the people of this
aagregionion

As a whole the message is an able
document reaching the various

ints coIconsidereddered in a clear and
henaive manner and giving
for the conclusions arrived

dabichdWt whichbich if not always convincing
wre at least worthy of reflection and

4 iafe rationallonal from the standpoint of
the sparty that the president depre

ghentstteente
tacletthehe principal topics discussed are
the dilver issue the tariff bill the
reciprocity measure the election
terror force proposition and themoranMormn question of course
thisethese sieare all handledbandied from a partisan
position and treated with a view to
the I1 interests of republicanism
lithe utah part of the message is as

the increasing number and influx
0of thee non mormon population

V utah are observed with satisfaction
a6 recent letter of wilford woodruff

iyeaident of the mormon church in I1

Z whish he advises his people to retrain
adm contracting any marriage forbid-

denden by the laws of the land has at
iracted wide attention and it is hoped
bilatat its influence will be highly bene

in restraining infractions ofY we rawlaws of the united states
brit the fact should not be over

that the doctrine or belief of
H Chi arch that polygamous mar
ages are rightful and supported by

thehe divine revelation remains un
ranged prepresidentadent woodruff ddoes

Z not renouncerenounce the doctrine but re
ciosa from teaching it and adaiadvisessea
enstt the practice of it because the
few fis against it now it is quite true
thatt the law should not attempt to
dealAW with the faith or beliefbelie of anany
we iutbut thisthia is quitealte anotheranotnr thingthin
apfl91 be only safe thinghing is to dealeal withit

ahe territory of utah so that those
who0 nueve polygamy to liebe rightful
ahel hat have the power to make it
larna tl

there la19 tattle to find fault with in
chese of the presidententys
dge the view that we think will
be generally taken of the meaning
OY the testjust iensentencetence is coricorrectbot it

would appear from it that some
thing more than compliance with
the laws is required of the mor-
mon people it conveys the idea
that the belief of citizens may form
a proper ground for national legisla-
tion it smacks of interference by
the state with that which belongs
to the church it apparently en-
croachescrooro aches upon the perfect freedom of
faith which is guaranteed to all
people under our national system of
government and it looks as if
doctrines may be attacked by the
government when practices are un-
objectionable

the demand that has been made
the mormon 1 church its

leaders and its people has been all
slongerslon geince the nation has attempted
to interfere with them comply
with the laws with your faith
congress has nothing to do only
signify your intention to recognize
the lawsawls supremacy in your prac-
tices and you will be perfectly free
to believe and worship as you will
this has been echoed by the press
throughout the land and the latt-
erberdaydayay saints have been assured
that there was no disposition to in-
terfere with their creed some have
said you may believe it right to
have as many wives as solomon so

long as you do not marry them no
fault will be found with you

now it seems that the only thing
that can be alleged by the presidentdept
against the mormonscormonsMormons is that they
have not changed their be-

lief whether his view of the
fact be right or wrong it Isie

evident that this is a matter
beyond executive judicial or lagis
dative control indeed it 14 often beb
yond the mere will of the indi-
vidual faith does not come alto-
gether by will sometimes it enters
the soul against the will at others
it cannot be evolved no matter how
much will and desire may be exer-
cised faith and doctrine are
properly beyond the domain of gov-
ernmentalern mental authority there is no
national power which hashaa auyany right
in the premises it is botanynot any mans
or any nationsnation business what peo-
ple or churches believe so that the
law is not violated As the supreme
bourt of the united states has de-

clared it is time enough for the
rightful purposes of civil govern-
ment for its officers to interfere
when principles breakbielk out into
overt acts against peace and good
order

the idea expressed in the pres-
idents message that what people
may possibly do is a proper subject
for legislating against them will

most people whose minds are
well balanced as a tremendous
stretch of governmental theory itif
this means that the cormonsmormonsMormonsneP
should be singled out for present
legislative attack because of some
thing they may do in the future
we consider his doctrine unbound
in principle and likely to be very
mischievous in practice

just what the president doesdocs
mean is sescarcelyarcely to be learned from
his words the closing sentence
otof the parparagraph we have quoted is18

the least perspicuous in the whole
message if it simply means a
safeguard of some kind against the
future revival of the practice of
polygamy in utah we pre-
sume the country will approve
of his caution but if it means
that the people who have given so
emphatic an expression of their
submission to national law as the

cormonsmormonsMormonsymons have recently given
and that too when as he views it
their belief stood in their way
shall be deprived of any right erivalv
elege or immunity because their
belief may at some time cause them
to establish an obnoxious practice
then it is caution exaggerated into
injustice and punishment before an
offenceoffense is committed

congress will no doubt well con-
sider this matter someborne members
will construe the presidents utter-
ances on utah as favorable to the
passage of the disfranchisement
bills now pending others and we
believe the most conservative mem-
bers of either party will not take
this extreme view but will re-
ceive it rather as precautionary
advice to guide congress when the
future of utah is taken into con-
sideration than as a recommenda-
tion to ignore the declaration con-
cerning future plural marriages and
inflict penalties or disabilities upon
a religious body because of a pecu-
liar belief we shall continue to
hope that right and reason will pre-
vail in congress and not injustice
and prejudice in dealing with this
question so briefly touched upon in
the presidents message

the full text of the message will
be found in the DESERET EVENING
NEWS of december lai and also in
the semiweeklySEMIseiti WEEKLY NEWS
of december adtad

THE death occurred yesterday
afternoon at pleasant grove of mrs
maggieMaggle hayaHays daughter of bishop
J1 brown and wife of william
hays the deceased was in her

year and was greatly esteemed
among a wide circle of friends


