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... THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

WE DO not intend today to make
‘an  eotire review of President
;{hrrisou’s messnge to Congress, but
-merely to touch on his roference to
.Utab, which.is the subject of great.
'dst import to the people of thi
'i‘égion.

.. As a whole tlie message is .o able
document. reaching the various
poiots considered in a clear and
<omprehensive manner, and giviog
,reasons for the conelusions arrived
at which, if not always convincing.
“'nre at least worthy of reflection and
.are rational from the standpolot of

"_-Lhe_p-\rty that the President repre-
“nonts.

" The principal topice discussed are
‘the silver iasue, the tariiT bill, the
-reciprocity measure, the election
law or *‘force” proposition, aml the

“Mormon?’ question. Of course
these are all handled (rom a partisan
position nnd treated with a view to
the loterests of Republicapism.

The Utah part of the mcesage 1s a8
followe:

H'he increasing oumber wil influa-
~ancu of the non-Mormon population
Ain Utab are ohserved with unt{sfaction.

The reccut leiter of Wilford Woodrafl,
president of the Morinon Church, in
“-whieh he ad vises his people to refimin
from contracting any niarriage forbid-
den by thoe laws of the Iand, has at-
stracted wide attontion, and it is hoped
that its infincnce will be highiy hene-
._;&ej“l in vestraining infractions of
the Ianws of the TUnited Btates.
But the fet shoukl not he over
Ypoked that the doctrine or belief of
the Church that polygamous mar-
Tiages are rightful and supported by
the divine revelation romains un.
ghagged. Presidont Woodrnit' doses
a0t reoounce the doctrine, but re-
_frains from teachiug it, and advises
agalnst the practice of it because the
taw i8 against it. Now it is quits trua
that the law should not attempi to
deal with tha fuith or belief of any
ong, but this ia guite another thing;
and the only mafe thing is to deal wit
, the Territory of Utah so that those
" who baelieve polygamiy t& be rightful
shall oot have the power to make it
lawfnl.'

" There i3 little to find fmult with in
.sthese remarks of the I'resident’s,
-aunless the view that we think will

‘e generally taken of the meaping'mu). posaibly do is a proper subject
of the iast sentence is ecorrect.' It!for legislating against them,  wil)

| lenders apd its people has Leen, all

| rightful purposes of civil govern-
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would appear from it that some-
thlng more than compliance with
the lawe 1s required of the *Mor-
moo* people. It conveys the idea
that the bellef of citizens may form
aproper ground for national legisia-
tion. Itsmacks of interference by |
the Btate with that which beloogs
to the Church. It rpparently en.
aroaches upon the perfect freedom of
faith whieh is guaranteed to all
people under our pational system of
government. Apd It looks as if
doctrines may be attacked hy the
Guvernment when practices are un-
oljectionable.

The demand that has been made
upor the “Mormon* Church, ite

xlong.pince the nation hasattempted
to interfere with them, **Comply
with the laws, with: your falth
Congress has votbing to do; only
signify your intenticn to recogmoize
the law’s supremacy in your prac-
tices, apd you will be perfectly (ree
to believe and worshipas you will.”?
This has been echoed by the press
throughout the land, and the Lat.
teralay Baints have Leen assured
that there was no disposition to io-
terfere with theirereed, Bome have
said “*you may believe it right te
bave 1s meny wivesas Bolomon; so
long ne you do not marry them oo
frult wii] be found with you.”’
Now it seems that the only thiog

that can be slleged by the President
against the “Mormons’’ s that they
have not changed their be-
lief. Whether his view of the
fact be right or wrong, it is
evident that this js a matter
boyond exscutive, judicial or lcgis-
lative control. Indeed it 1+ nften by
yond the mere will of the indi-
vidual. Fnith doers not come aite-
gether by will, Bometimes it enters
the soul against the will; at others
it cannot be evolved no matter how
much will and deslre may be exer-
cised. Faith and doctrine are
properly beyond the domain of gov-
ermnental authority. There is no
national power which has any right
in the premises, Itis notany man’s

or any nation’s business what peo- |
ple or churches believe so that the
law is not viclated. Ae the Bupreme
Court of the United Btates has de-
elared, ‘It js timc enough, fur the

ment, for its officers to interfere
when priooiples breek out intoe
overt ncts against pbace aod good
order.”? ;
The ilen eéxpressed in the Presi-
dent’s message that what people

strike most pecple whose minds are
well-balapced a8 a tremendoils
stretch of governmental theory. It
this meaps thnt the “Mormons?
should bLe sipgled out for prezent
legislative attack because of some-
thing {hey may do in the future,
we consider his dootrine unsound
io pringiple and likely to be very
mischicvous in practice.

Juet what the Presideot doce
menn isscarcely to be learoed from
his words. The cloging eentenco
of the paragraph we have quoted ia
the least perapicuous in the whole
message. Jf it simply means a
gafeguard of some kind against the
future revival of the practice of
pelygamy in  Utah, we pre-
sume the country wiil approve
of his cautlon! But if it means
that the people who have given so
emphatic an cxpression of their
snbmission to natiopal law as the
tMormons® have vecently given,
and that too when, as e views it,
their beliel steod in their way,
shall be deprived of any right, priv.
ilege or immunity, because their
belief may at sonie time ckuse them
to establish an obunoxious practice,
then it is caution exaggerated Into
injusticeand punishoient before un .
offence is committed.

Congress will oo doubt well con-
slder this matter. Some menbers
will construe the President’s utter.
ances on Utabh as favorable to the
passage of the disfranchisement
bills now pending. Others, and we
believe the most conservative niem.
bers of either party, will not take
this extreme view, but will re-
ceive it rather as precautionary
advice to guide Congress when the
future of Utah is taken jute con-
sideration, than as a recommenda-
tion to ignore the declaration con-
eerning future plural marrjnges, and
lpfllct penalties or disabilities upon
a religious body because of & pecu.
liar bellef. We shall continue tu
hope that right and reason wiil pre-

[vaillo Congress and oot Injustice

nnd prejudice io dealing with this
question, so briefly touched uponin
the President’s messnge.

The full text of the message wijl
be found in the DEBERET EVENING
News of December 1st and also in
the DESERET SEMI-WEEKLY NEwWS
of December 2ud.

TuE death occuired yesterday
afterncon at Pleasant Grove, of Mrs,
Maggio Hays, daughter of Blshop
J. Brown, nnd wife-of William
Hays. The decensed was in her,
24th year and was greatly esteemeil

noong & wide otréle ol friemds,



