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THE CONFERconferenceenoeENGE

THE conference which closed yes-
terday afternoon was an occasion
of much profit and blessing to the
latter day saints who attended
there isA a gongeneraleralerni feeling of sat-
ie faction with itaits spirit and pro-
ceedingsceeeeece all with whom behavewe have
conversed have expressed them-
selves highly delighted with the
meetings the business and the in-
structions

considerable time was necessarily
consumed in the reading of the va-
rious reports and the details finan-
cial and statistical being numerous
and dry some might consider them
tedious and uninteresting but the
presentation of these reports apart
from the information they contain
which is of great maluevalue and is duly
appreciated by those who closelyeayiy
watch the progress of our abfalaffairsrs
tends to establish a feeling of con-
fidence and security i and confirm
the faith of the people in a glorious
future for the church of which
they form a part the figures show
an increase of numbers a growth
of population a financial condi-
tion and an encouraging pros-
pect which must be truly grati-
fytyinglyinging to rilnil the saints canean
perceive thatbat the affairs of the
church are conducted with econo-
my and integrity and being made
acquainted with itsita minu timytims and
called upon to manifest their ap-
proval or disapproval of the man-
agement of the business the com-
mandmentman dment is carried out which re-
quires that all things in the
church shall be done by common
consent

everything presented to theaon
ference met with the hearty and
united approval of the people the
expenditures of money the ar-
rangementrangement for a6 presidents home
the appointment of missionariesj
the filling of the vacancy in the
council of the twelve and all
other business matters were en-
dorsed with a heartiness and unan-
imity of feeling that was pleasant
to contemplate

the spirit cihat prevailed was
eminently calm peaceful and pro-
phetic of progress and the divine
favor those who imagined that

mormonism was declining in
any sense of the word had only
to losklook upon the vast assemblyfilifill-
ing up even at itaits first meeting thatthai
immense note the ear-
nestnessnestnebsness and satisfaction of the
saints and listen to the firm conti
dent andaad unfaltering tones odtheof the
speakers to seosee that anyauy such idea
was but a vain imagination those
who cannot see in this work the
evidences of vigor vitality growth
progress and the elements of power
yet to be developed must be smit-
ten with delfodeplorablefable mental blind-
ness

considering the tremendous ef-
forts which have beenmade against
us the unparalleled flood of chrischrlschris-
tian petitions poured into con-
gress asking in substance forfoe our
destruction the influences which
have been bbroughtrought to bear to call
down the whole powerpowen of the gov
ornarn wellweil as the wrath of the
great bodybogy of the nation uuponp n us
and then viewing the manmannermannener in
which these thousand and one
shafts have been turned aside with-
out making even a scratch or a
puncture our cadee for gratitude
towards him who has promised to
fight our battles for uaus could but be
deep and universal and establish at
this Coufconfconferenceurence an increase of faith
and reliance upon the lord our
bureeure and only defence

the future seenbeen by tbthe elightlight of
lihopeopeopo and heavenly promise and
warranted by the present sound and
solid state of ounout church affairs Jsis
bright with cheering prospects our
temples are rising rapidly our
meetings are well attended our
tithing payments are swelling our
sundaybunday schools are throngedthronged with
the children of the saints
our young men and women are
becoming devoted to the study
of the principles of the gospel our
schools and seminaries are greatly
improving the sisters are increas-
ing in their usefulness in the great
chusecause vurvueour home industries ara
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multiplying our operativecooperativeco in-
stitutions are established on a firm
basis settlements sue reaching
out to the north and to the south
to the east and to the west
ritsrity crowns the labors of the hus-
bandman our missionaries abroad
feel the power of god in their la-
bors and reapread souls as well as

the seeds of the word conal
benco is increasing ininthethe hearts of
our people the spirit is poured out
from on high the signs of the
coming of the son of man are ap-
pearing the sayings of the prophets
are being fulfilled the work of re-
demptiondemp tion for the dead goes forward
the world is ripening for the angels
to thrust in their sickles I1

gogodd I1isa
working among allalf nations bopreto pre-
pare the way for the grand con-
summation and if we as the chil-
dren of the covenant will but
magnify our calling and live
as taught during the confer-
ence just concludedwe will
the happiest wisest wealthiest
and moat powerful community
upon the face of the globe will
escape the judgments that are
coming on the earth in the great
tribulation which is very near at
hand will triumph overever our toesfoes
will be prepared for the appearing
of the redeemer and with thetho
ransomedransomed of the lord will stand in
holy places and not be moved when
god shake terribly the earth
anandd smite the kingdoms of wicked-
ness with the sword of destruction

weve congratulate our brethren
and alstets on the happy and peace-
ful gathering in which they have
participated and hope that they
will carry its influence to their
various homes spread it abroad
among their neighbors who were
absent and retain it in their heartsi

as long as they live in this mmortalortal
probation

SOLVING THE PROBLEM 11

againACHIN

UTAH continues to be a subject of
anxiety to many would be states-
men particularly in the western
portion of this republic vieth e editor
of the chicago tribune who re-
cently passed through thisthia terri-
tory on his way to the pacific
coast settled the difficulty of ttheh e

mormon problem at once aaits he
thought by announcing that utah
should be annexed totb nevada this
may bobe consideredconeoneldered a wonderful
stroke of wisdom but there will be
ai variety of opinions upon the sub-
ject the idea is not original it
has been broached several times
before but it was never viewed in
a favorable light by eitherelther of the
parties principally poncereconcerned
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utah did not want to be annexed
nevada did not desire the
tion we do not think time has
changed the wishes iof one or the
other utah ought notno t to be push
ededentointo and swallowed up by a
neighboring state without any
voice in the matter nevada could
not be compelled to receive the un-
welcome addition not likely
therefore that mr medilia eolution
will solve anythingany thingg

the question may be asked why
should nevada refuse the addition
to its territory of a legion rich in
agricultural and mineral resources
and to its population of a people
thrifty industrious and temperate
in their habata we answer be-
cause its leading men per-
ceive in such an amalga-
mation the overturning of its
political affairsafnaaffairB and

i nd the ulti-
mate control thereofthereof by shenewthe new
element introduced the mor
mons would be a unit and that
unit would prove the principal fac-
tor in the sumsumbum of its politics
would be nevada that would find
itself annexed instead of utah
the nevada people understand this
and therefore are not hungry for
annexation

another old project revived
among the who want
to ppulputut a finger in the utah pie is

its partition by a congressional
knife with a slice each for the sur-
rounding Territerritoriestories but this
would only be an enlargement of
the troubles which they imagine
are to arise if utah is left alone
the MorMormonmonsmonasareare as burepure to in-
crease and become a great people asap
a thrifty tree underuderu proper condi-
tions is to bear an abundance of
truitfruit the spirit aich holds them
together and to ac-
tion is nnotot affectedlyaffectaffectededbyudby by distance by
thithe lines and boundaries of states
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and nations nor by any of the phy-
sical obstacles or arbitrary rules that
men may set up divisions effect-
ed in the manner proposed would
be in their effect upon the body of
this people like making marks of
separation upon the massmasa of the
great sea they would still be unit-
ed as they are now wherever they
may be upon the face of the wide
eartearthhIntointo one homogenous whole
with simillar aimsalms objects and in-
terests before them As a religious
body they would notnol be divided in
the least As several politicalicalleal
bodies instead of one each part
growing increasing 3 nourishingflourishing and
spreading abroad they would
eventually control by their unionn
numbers and force all opposing ele-
ments in every commonwealth to
which they had become ittattachedached

the consequence would be the
establishmentent of many states in-
stead of one under mormon in-
fluence if the admission of one
state in which the mormon peo-
ple hold the balance of power is an
evil to be dreaded which we by
no means admit however how
much greater would be the evils of
several states in the same condi-
tion the partition policy would
not accomplish the end desired by
our enemies but on the contrary
would result in its very opposite
will somegome one be kind enough to

suggest a new solution of this
cMmormonormonormen problem all the

old ones have proven insufficient
and radical anti cmorimormons are 1in
a terrible strait for something on
which to pin their hopes which
have been badly shatshattered by past
experience

THE DEAD REVIVED AGAIN

A PEWrew days ago we took occasion
to notice in a general wayVRY an ar-
ticle in sunday afternoon for
april written by T ii rogers
and entitled theithe mormonscormonsMormons
there is one point in itoit onn which
we offer some special remarks nounol
because it concontainstalus anything newnow
or remarkable but because it is be
ing put forth in other quartetsquarters and
is attracting some attention it is

theoldthe old and thorough-
lyy eexploded iafictionetI1on ccalleda 11ed the
spaulding story our apology to
our readers for alluding at any
length to this deadand almost for
gotten issue isig the atteatleattemptap t now
being made to resurrect and fan it
into life asaa a desperate resource of
a few priests antiantland editors to account
for the origin of the book of mor-
mon 1 rogers says

the evidence is complete that
smith discovereddiscovered only what he
and some associates had hiddenin
a box of their own making in a
hole of their own digging smith
came into possession of a copy of
the work of spaulding made by
sidney rigdon a workman in
Patterrattersonssona printing office rig-
don confconfessedeasedebbed the fact after-
wards when be was cutcutcat off
from the mormon church by brig-
ham ybyoung the three witnesses
also quarreled with joseph and rig-
don and confessed
falsely rigdon on leavileavingng the
work of p a preach-
er 0off peculiar doctrines smith
had quite abarge following in cer-
tain views peculiarly birbis and these
two religious Ishmaelites coming
together setbet to work to give the
world anew bibleb1 e

the above embodies the theory
put forth many yearsyeara ago but
which was fully refuted at the

itsita invention rogers saysays
the evidence iaIs completecompleto 111 1 the

fact is nab A particle bf this 99evi-
dence is offered neither can it be
produced who is the associate
referred to when and where was
the box made and wethe hole dug
sidney rigdon was nevernevers a printer
in pattersonsPattersons printing office he
never confessed the fact amerassertedted
either verbally or in writing neith-
er did the three witnesses or either
of them ever confess to having
sworn falsely not a particle of

to substantiate anyally ofrogers statements can be adduced
on the contrary an abundance of
positivetift proof hadhas been published
repeatedly establishing the maltyfalsity
of suchauch charges

all the absurd accusations
and stupid remarks which have
emanated from the pulpit
and the press in regard totc
this spauldingdink matter aretire based
upon a letter to the boston ROOM
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srer written by one john storrs a
congregational preacher of hollis-
ton massachusetts it waswaa pub-
lished in that paper april 19 1839
and contained an alleged statement
of matilda davieson widow of
solomon spaulding it gives what
purports to be a brief history of

dings life from which it ap-
pears that he was a retired preach-
er who while living in new sa-
lem ohio amused himself in his
latter days by writing a romance
which helie called the manuscript
found in which was a pretended
history of the early inhabitants of
this country which he read from
time to time for the delectation of
his friends about the year 18121512 he
then removed to Ppittsburgatsburg penn
sylvannassylvBylsylaniasvania where he I1 handedbanded the
manuscript to a mr patterson who
edited a paperanderland who would have
published it if mr spaulding had
furnished the title page and preface
which he refused to do for some
cause not mentioned the manu-
script was returned toto the author
who removed to amity pa where
hehb died in 1816 and the manuscript
was preserved by his widow in
the year 1834 extracts from thethib
book of mormon having been read
by va woman preacher at new
salembalem the similarity between it
and the spaulding manuscript was
perceived by persons prespreEpresentent and
oneda Philaiter hurlburt was de-
puted to obtain the original manu
script for the purpose of comparing
it with the Mormon bible and by
exposing the imposture preventing
the spread of the delusion this
letter of mr storrs with the al-
leged statement of mrs Daydaviesonleson
has been reproduced in the pittspitta
burg telegraph and appears I1in itits
issue of march 27 1879 it forms
the entire foundation for the books
articles and sermons that have
been put forth to account for the
book of mormon let us examine
it a little

we willwili admit for argumentsmentle
sake that there was such a abersonperson
as solomon gand that the
pious old gentleman spent his tastjastast
years on earth in composing this
work of fiction also that he made
some attempt to get it printed that
the manuscript fell to his widow
and that she surrendered it to drphilesterPhilaster hurlburt the question
now ibsjosis what became of this valu-
able document ifit it formed the
material from which the book of
mormon was fabricated why was
it not published or portions of it
given side by side with extracts
from the book said to be made up
from it what did mrs davieson
pretend to know about the resem-
blance between the book of mor-
mon and the manuscript found
she knewknow nothing but what
hurlburt toldtold her whawhat aiduld
she know about sidney bgbig
donsdensdonden s residence in pittsburg
or connection with pattersonsPattersons
printing office nothing whatever
kaho wrote the letter signed by mrs
Ddavieson and working up this the-
orybrytt etwasit was plainly theghe work ofjohn storrs theliousthe pious preacher who
was anxious to stop the spread of

mormonism which put his craft
in danger who waswaswms the prime
originator of the spaulding story
thisThlasamesamebame dr 11 philesterPhi laster hurl
hurt whose history iaIs too vile to
present hereinhere in full but we will
give a small chapter from it because
it is connected with the subject

huraburt waswab a 61seventh iungunsonbon J

and hence received his title of
dr a common appellappellationatioahlon for

such he was a mem-
ber of the methodist church but
was expelled for immorality and
afterwards imposed himself upon
the mormonorr church from which
he was excommunicated in the
yearyean 1833 for a similar causecause helr
swore thatthai he would murder josephjoaeph
smith alid for this was bound over
to keep the peace in the sum of
it was after this that he in com-
pany with EB D how of eainspains
ville ohio undertook to overthrow
this church by publishing a booeboos
called mormonism unveiled 212 1 IBin
this work the spaulding story first
appeared and it was claimed that
the itmanuscript found wa

gAA romanceromonce purporting to have
been translated from the latin
found on twenty four rolls of parch-
ment
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ingink cave but written in mod-
ernern style giving a fabulous account
of a ship being driven upon the
american coast proceeding from
eommeborne totd britain a short time pre-
vious to the christian era thiscountry being inhabited lyby the
Indindianslansians I1

after the publication of thatborkanwork an interview was held withmrs Daviebaviedaviesonboneon and her daughdaughterterimrs MgKinstry a report of whwhichI1 ah

was published in the quincy lilbills1119
whig from which wowe extract thethu
following

0 have you read the book of
mormon

A 1I have a little of it
Q Is18 there any similarity be-

tween mr dings manuscript
and the book of mormon

abnot any
niddid the manuscript describescribade

an idolatrous or a religiousreligions peo-
ple

A an idolatrous
is the manuscript

Aamrmr hurlburtnuniHuriburt came here and
took it away promising to publish
it and said I1 should have half the
proceeds

Q the man-
uscript

A no he informed me by letterlatter
that the manuscript after having
been examined did not randraadIreadlead as they
expected and that they would not
publish itq what is the size of the manu-
script

Aabboutabout the third part of the
book of mormon

mrs mckinstry corroborated
mmmrs DavdaviesonDavielesonleeonsoninin everyovery particular

sidney rigdon wrote to the boa
ton Berecordercorder under date of may

1839 in reply to the storm
letietietterlettertiantiar in which heihelstated that he
had never worked in a printing
office in pittsburg never knew mr
patterson that there was no such
person in that town while he was
there but he had learned that a
man bythanby that name had previouspreviously
owned a printing office in thatthad
place but had failed that hebe never
heard of spaulding or his romance
until hebe saw hurlHurihurlburtburt and nowahowa
book ilehe also related some of
HuriHurlhurlburtburtburts history and character

parley P pratt in llahia autoautibi
gives an account of hishia

own conversion to mormonism
and hiahla figat visit to joseph smith
the prophet who waawas in ontario
county new yorkkandand hishla jour-
ney in october 1830 with others to
ohio as a missionary where hebe
met with sidney bigdon with
whom he had formeformerlyaly been ac-
quaintedquainted wpwe extract the follow-
ing paragraph

we called on mrs rigdonbigdon and
then jorforor the first time his eyes be-
held

be-
hold the book of mormon JI1 mvmy
salteol had uhethe happiness to present it11
to him in person he wasVrasvas much

itwas with much per-
suasion and argument that he wabwaa
prevailed oilon to read it and after he
had read it behe hadmcl a grestgreat struggle
of mind before he fully believed
and embraced it and when finally
convinced of its truth he called
together a large congregation of his
friends neighbors and brethren
and then addressed them very af-
fectionately for nearly two hourst the next morning himself
and wife were baptized by eldercowdery early in 1831
mr bigdonrigdon having been ordained
underunder our handsy visited eldereldenideraJsmith jr in the of newyoborkorkor the first time

now what foundation is there
for this stupid 13pauldingmg story an
elderly retired pipreachereachereachor is said to
have written a romance about an
idolatrous people from rommeborne
records written in latin on awen
ty four rolls ofparchmenti nt were hid
in a cave tillsTWO manuscript was
handed to mr patterson in pittsputs
burg in 1812 for publication buthe did not print it sidney rig-
don who did not live inlia pittsburg
until lafterafter patterson had left sawbawthe work and copied jrit although
it had been returned to thothe widow
and joseph smithysmith many wunhunin dredadrada
of milesmites away I1inA the yearjear 1827
made upaup a bbook0 from it about a re-
ligious peopleveople who left jerusalem
and whoseghose records were ininscribedscribedascribed
in modmodifiedfledfied egyegyptiantjan characters on
plates of goldgod the translation
of which coutacontainedined the fulness of the gospel of jesusjesue
christ bein assisted in thefhe work
by sidney bigdonrigdon whom he never
saw until more than a year after
the book was publishpublishededledi another
account of the same affair says thespaulding atorystory was a history of
the ten tribes thewho book ofot alormon is not a history of the ten
tribes audand makes but one brief
allusion fbro them asus being in a dis-
tant country

any one who has read the book
bfbof mormon can easily see that it is
impossible to eliminate the
0 us from the historical part of theithe
work each being Idenidentifiedtidedtined with
growing out of and essential to the
other formformingfiig one harmonious anuana
consistent whole the witnesses
to the book are unimpeachable
eight testify that they baw and


