720

THE DEBERET WEERLY.

Ang tbat he is really a man of rome
~cuneequence and great poselhilities in
‘an offioisl way, Is practioally “*on the
shelf?’ till by some unforeseen mis-
c¢hance he is called to the head of the
natlon. ~ Fiven as Presldent of the Ben-
ate he is Jess spoken of than any
smember of that body; and there are no
other oflices over whioh he exercises
gontro), Of oourse he ¢an make him-
selfa grand and Imnosing figure by
reason of personal appearavce, com-
manding figure and great and ready

atfinmentary ahility, this baving been
fhu caee with John C. Breckenridge
more lhun any other man Uefore or
since; but eveu with that, he removes
no one and apprints no one—so where-
fore Lhe appropriateness of the lubor
over the grindstone?.

WHAT IS MOREY?

“What Iz money?” i3 n quesllon
quite frcquently appearing in the
columne of newspapers; and suppope

that lhose who read it bere, without
proceeding any further at present, try
to (rame & correot and oomprehensive
answer to it firat and then pronounce
it a fooljsh one, The dictionaries have
good finitions in a general way; so
they have of such words as‘“msla-
phyeical,’? ‘‘metemprychosis,?? “‘pay.

chologiosl,?’ sud ec on; but with-
oul exhauptive reseatrch and
an analytieal mind, bhow very
fow have even n slight compre.

hension of whut such worda are meant
to stand for and convey upon readlug
the tersedescriptions of them contal ned
in the lexicome?

John Btunrt Mill defines money as a
‘‘mere contrivance for faciliiatiug ex-
chaunges,” a defloition followed by
another British writer, Jevous, in his
book, “Money and the Mechaninm of
Ezxchange.’”” A cotemporary gives the
customary Dewspaper anawer, that
money is defined usunlly as a “mea.
gure of value}?? it is something by the
possession or surrender of which.we
mensuls the value to us of other arti-

oles. It need not be gold or allver. In
Homer’s time, oxen were money;
the Abyssinians used sall; the

natives of the west const of Africa nsed
sea-nhellr; the North American Ec-
dian= osed shelle; the early asettlers in
Virgieln used tobmcoo; Marco Pelo
gnys that the Chipess used paper—not
paper redeemable In coln, but paper
made vuluable by ‘the Great Khun's
orders. By, really, money is anything
tbat is generally aocepted as of value,
which serves to do away with trading
<i4in klnd’? or barter; it makes no differ-
ence what its nature Is, so long as jt 1a
something which 18 of value to the
people at lurge.

it wounld thus appesr that what man-
kind is disposed to recognize as money
depends largely If not aitogetber upon
onr oecessities, ciroumstances and sut-
roundiogs, Being gregarious, com-
municative and diversifled as to his
hahite, oocuputions and desires, man
is hy the foroe of such characteristica
disposed to gell, purchase, barter and
trade, and anything representative of
values, if convenlent to handle, if it
acquires ourrency io a glven plaoe, be-
gomes Money g0 faras oustom can @8-
tablish anything. Ta order to prevent
confusion and the clashing of jntereste,
glvilized people give to their respective

governments the power of deolaring
what shall wod what shall Dot be
money, as well as regulate the amonut
thereof and lts proportionr. Our Con-
atitutlon provides that nothling Lut gold
aod silver shall be legal tender
in this country, and yet during
the war we found It Dot only
convenlent but neceesary to confer that
{function upon the government’s prom-
laee to pay. This was ceolared uncon-
stliutions}, whereupon the Bupreme
Court was reatranged with the speulal
view of a declsion the other way,
whioch we got; and finally the green-
baoks ¢came to par without the assjat-
ance of the statute law, and very gond
and handy money it hae always boon,

Congreea ls prone to experimenting
at times, anod it does not always seem
to have the best good of the people In
view elther, Having overridden the
Constitutionr by makiog something
money which was forbldden, it soon
afler proceede: to undo some of that
mnaterial which was allowed; and in
1873 the iofaumous mensurs which
wtruok down moire than halt of the
country’s oireulutiog medium, making
it simply e0 much merchandise whnae
value was to be regulated by gold, was
enacted. There have been subsequent
acis desigred to curtail the evil inflic:-
ed to aome extent, but nDone yet has
proposed to do the proper thing of
plaocing the two metals side by aide ut
a fuir and legml ratio, makiog either
converiible into the other at the will of
the holder and weither regulated an to
walue by that of the other,

It s claimed in places ti:at we have
not rauch to look forward to io thls
reapect (rom the Incoming administra-
tion; hut perhaps it would bas just as
well to let that gpenk for iteelf. Itcan
wonroely bo sald of Mr. Cleveland that
e favprs or wlll tolerate the oircula-
tion of dollarr of any eolaage that are
nat receivable for a bhundred cents’
worth of valuer; but let the ratlo be
onoe established and all silver colued
cotrespond wlth that ratio, und we be-
lisve he will be found just »» frieudly
toitas suy of usare. [n other words,
hir opposition to sllver ig not beocauae jt
is ellver, bot because in his judgment
siver coinage Is treatirg the ocuntry
very much as coal dealers do the peo-
ple of Balt Lnake, by givieg short
welght.

TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

The Chamher of Commetoe of this
olity with one dealsive movement upon
the rallwaye bas accomplished more for

the business Interests of the Territory
at Iarge than perbaps anyone realizea.
The roade have been forced to deal
with their patrons on terms approsch-
ing equity; from schedules of freight.
age which in each and almost every
case represented a large proportion of
the valaue of the goods imported and
expnried, they have come dowa to
reasonuble proflts and the people
themselves are tho gainers, becnuse
they, in the end, bad to pay it all.
Having accomplished so muoph, and
thus showu fite capability in the right
direction when onoe it takes hold of &
thing in earpest, why not proceed in
that direction ro long as there ic a oall
for its Iabors? We of Balt Liake are
atill groaning under An exceseive rate
of frelghts for an artiols prodnced st
home, but which by its pature cannot

be trausported profilably otherwisg
than by rail; we referto the duty gp
coal whioh the raliroad uvompanles gy,
act from unwilling bands In thij,
oity. "The rates are  more
grievous than &py with which the
Chamber has yet doalt, and are out of
all proportion with any other Jiue of
business in which such companies Ala
sugaged. There s no lexilimaoy j,
the profita reslized, any more thap in
any other form of enforoced tribute
The roads have uaat their meroy, apng
for years we have heen oonfronted
with » reaiization of what such COTpG.-
ratlons willdo when they get the up-
per hand. Now let the Chamber of
Commerce make its power for goad fe]y
once mote, by forcing or at
lesst causieg  cur (rapeportatipn
lines to aocept of rensonable cumpengas.
tion for eer vices rendered,or lnaugurate
a move for a oompetitive line. If u mgre
feasible plan does nol present jtye)s
why notoall a public meeting for th,
purpose of taking the initiative stepa
the matter? Buch a gatherlng, j§r
called under the suspices of such g
boiy, would mesn business from’ the
word go and would acquire impetys
and power a8 it weut along, We bope
the Chamber will act ppon this Bu.
gestion; it It can egaln lead us out
of the wilderness, all bands
bereapout, a3 Ju  duty Loung
wil) round il8 preises farand wide
besides  which, the individuals oop,’
posing it will share with the reet of us
the benefits resulting from suoh actiop
This latter connlderstion Is Do amaj
matter, as they of course nlready Ynow,
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WILLIAM'S WILL.

The young kuiserof Germany wiy),
it 1s said, make his pet measure—the
military blll—a personal matter, The
representatives of Bouth Germany i
the Relchstag are understood tp he
aloaesk eolluly opposed to it, und ge
there will be unquestionably otherg
who are llkewlse against the Project,
the smperor oan easily foreses s oriajy
unless heroic measures are adopted, Ty
this end he will appear in the parljg.
ment in person and lend a helpip
hand to get the objectlonable pijj
tbrough., It preposes, asmong other
things, to reduce the term of compu]-
sory milltary service from threg
yeats to itwe, but there must he
something more of which we over hepe
are not fully advised,since there woulq
weem to be no reawonable objection
| to the period of enforced mllitary ser-

vice being made lees. Willinm is g
very wolf-contalned sort of persen
alwaysstrong-headed and it may be ai
[times wrong-headed; he has aet his
beart on having the military hill be-
come law, cnd the chnnoes largely
favor the proposition that it will,

By the bye«, what bas becomo of that
Russlan scere oo the frontler? Iis ool-
lapse along with the empsror’s deter-
mipation to reform the natlonnal
armement, makes thioge Teutonlo wear
& sinister aspect.

CoLumBus, Q., Nov, 22.— Al Trinity
church this evening, Virginin A,
Thurman, daughter of Allen W,
Thurman and granddaughter of Judge
Thurman, was married to T. Keily of
New York. .
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