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igentIdentlemenlemon I1 have the honor

to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication in which you have
formally notified me of myray nomin-
ation by the national democratic
convention at st louislouls as their
candidate for the office of vice
presidentdentdenb of the united states it
islsla19 a nomination which I1 had neither
expected nor desired and yet I1
recognise and appreciate the high
honorlionor done me by the convention
the choice of such a body and
pronounced with such unusual
unanimity and accompanied with
generous expressions of esteem and
confidence ought to outweigh all
merely personal desires andarid prefer-
ences of my own it is with this
feeling and I1 trust also from the
deep sense of public duty that I1
now accept the nomination and
shall abide the judgment of my
countrymen it would have been
impossible for me to accept the
nomination itif I1 could not heartily
endorse the platform of the con
ventven tionlone I1 am gratified therefore
to be to say that
I1 agree in the principles approve
thetiie policies and sympathize with
the purposes enunciated in that
platform

the institutions of our country
havoha beeh borelymorely tried by the exi
gelgengentesgeniesestes 3 of civil war and since
peate by n selfish and corrupt
managementbeut of public fairsaffairsaf
which has shamed us before civil

by unwise and par-
tial le every industry and

of the people have been
made to suffer and in the executive
department of thetho government dis-
honesty rapacity and venality
have debauched the public service
men known to be unworthy have
been promotepromoteddj whilst othersothera have
been degiadegradeddiddad for fidelity to official
duty public office has been made
the means of private profit and the
country has been offended to see
the class of men who boast the
friendship efof the sworn protectors
of the state amassing fortunes by
dedefraudingfraudin g the public treasury and
by ccorruptingr the servantsgants utof thee
people in suchsuell a crcrisisIs of the his-
torylortor of the country I1 rejoice that
the convention aist louisloulsauls has so
nobly raised the stanstandarddard of re-
form

nothing can bobe well with us or
with our affairs until the public
conscience shocked by the enor-
mous evils and abuses which pre-
vail shall have demanded andarid
compelled an unsparing reforma-
tion of our national administration
in its head and in its members in
such a reformation hefhe removal of a
single officer even ehetaethe president is
comparatively a trifling matter if
the system which he represents
and which has fostered him as he
has fostered it is sunnisufferedered to re-
main the presidentdelitderit alone must not
be made the scapegoat for the enor-
mities otof the system which infects
the jubilepublic service and threatens
the destructionestruction of our institutioninstitutions

in some respects I1 hold th-atthat the
present executive has been the
victim rather than the author of
that vicious system of congression-
al and party leaiealeadersderd who have been
stronger than the president no
oue man could have created it and
the removal of no one man can
amend it it is thoroughly corrupt
aridand must be swept remorselessly
away by a section of0 the govern-
ment composed of elements entire
lyy new and pledged to radical
reform

iliill1I trust the work of reform must
evidently be a restoration of the
nornormal operation of the constitu-
tion of the united states with all
its amendments the necessities
dfwarof war cannot be pleaded in time
of peace the right of local self
government as guaranteed by tho
constitution must be everywhere
restored and the centralized and
almost personal imperialism which
hashag been practicedpractised must bobe done
away or the first principles of the
republic will be lost our financial
system of expedients must be re-
formed gold and silver are tae
real standards ol010 values and our
national currency will not be a per-
fect medium of exchange until it
shall bobe convertible at the pleasure
of the hoiderholder As I1 have heretofore
said no one desires a return to spe-
cie payments more earnestly than

I1 do but I1 do not believe that it
will or can be reached in harmharmonyny
with the interests of the people by
artificial measures for contraction
of the currency any more than I1
believe wealth or permanent pros-
perity can be created by an iffla
tion of thetho currency the laws of
finance cannot bobe disregarded
with impunity the financial
policy of the government if indeed
it deserves the name of policyat all
has been in disregard of these laws
and therefore has disturbed com-
merce and business as well as it has
hindered the return to specie pay-
ments

one feature of thatthai policy was
the resumption of the act of 1875
which has embarrassed the country
by the anticipation of a compul-
sory resumption for which no pre-
parationparation has been made and with-
out any assurance that it would be
practicable the repeal of that
clause is necessary that the natural
operation of financial laws may be
restored that the business of the
country may be relieved from its
disturbing and depressing influ-
ence and that a return to speciaspecie
payments may be facilitated bby the
substitution of moremora prudent legis-
lation which shall mainly rely on
a judicious system of public econo-
mies and of official retrenchmentsretrenchments
andsand above all onou the promotion of
prosperity in all of the industries of
the people

1I do not understand the repeal
efof the resumption clause of thuthe act
ol01 1875 to be a backward step in our
return to specie payments but the
recovery of a false step and al-
though the repeal may for a time
be prevented yet the determina-
tion of the democratic party on the
subject basbaa been declared and there
should be no hindrances put in the
way of the return to specie pay-
ments as such hindrance saysgays the
platform of the sstfit louis conven-
tion we denounce the resumption
clause of the act of 1875 andandund de-
mand its repeal I1 thoroughly
believe by public economy by
onnoffofficiallelal and by wise
finance enabling us to accumu-
late the precious metals resumption
at an early day is possible without
producing artificial scarcity occurof cur-
rency or disturbing the public or
commercial credit and that these
reforms together with the restora-
tion of a pure government wiilwill
restoree general confidence encour-
age useful investment of capital
furnish employment to labor and
relieve the country fromirom the para-
lysis of hard times

with the industries of the peo
pie there have baen frequent interf-
erencesferen ces our platform says many
industries have been impoverished
to subsidize a few our commerce
has been degraded to an inferior
position on the high seas manu-
facturesfactures have been diminished
agriculture has been embarrassed
and the distress of the industryindustrialI1ial
classes demands that these things
shall be reformed the burdens of
the people must also be lightened
by a great change in our system of
public expense the profligate ex-
penditurestures which increased the
taxation from five dollars per capita
in 1860 to eighteen0 in 1870 tells its
own story our treaties with
foreign powers should also be revis-
ed and amenamendedaedded in so far as they
leave the citizen of foreign birth in
any particular less secure in any
country on earth than they would
be if they had been born upon our
own soil and the iniquitous coolie
system which through the agency
of wealthy companies imports
chinese bondmenbondeen and establishes
a species of slavery and interferes
with the just rewards of labor on
our pacific coast should be utterly
abolished

in the reform of our civil ser-
vice I1 most heartily endorse that
section of the platform which de-
clares that the civil service
not to be subject to change at every
election and that it ought not to
bobe made the brief reward of party
zeal but it ought to be awarded for
competency and held for fidelity
in the public employ I1 hope
severnever again to see the civil and
remorseless proscription for politi-
cal opinion which has disgraced
he administration of the lastlash eightelght

yearsyeats bad as the civil selvleeservice now
is as all know it has somebome men ofaldaidtried integrity andaud proved ability
such men and such men only
should be retained in office but no
man should be retained on any
consideration who hnshas prostitutedprostitutes
hishia office to the cv
intimidation or concou iliouiliodor or who
has furnished moneymonta to corrupt
elections this is donedoue and ihasihns
been done in almost every coun-
try it is a blight upon thothe moralsmorais

of the country and ought to babe re-
formed

in respect to our common
schools I1I1 have only this tobayto sayeay
that in my judgment the man or
party that would involve our
schools in political or sectarian
controversy is an enemy to the
schools common schools are more
under protecting care of all people
than under control of any party or
sect they must be under no sec-
tarian nor partisan control and
there must be neither division norilor
misappropriation of the funds for
their support likewise I1 would
regard the man who would arouse
or fosterfuster sectional animosities and
antagonisms among his coun-
trymen as a dangerous enemy to
his country all people must be
made to feel and to know that once
more the established purpose and
policy under which all citizens of
every condition race and color will
be secure in the enjoyment of what-
ever rights the constitution and
laws declare or recognize and that
in controversies that may arise the
government is motnot partisan but
within its constitutional authauthoritybrity
Isis the just and powerful guardian
of the rights and safety of all thothe
strife between races and sections
will cease as soon us the power for
evil is taken away from a party
who make political gainain out of
scenes of violence ahland bloodshed
and the constitutional authority is
placed in the hands of men whose
political welfare requires that peace
and good order shall be preserved
everywhere

it will be seen gentlemen that
I1 am in entire accord with thuthi
platform of the convention by
which I1 have been nominated as a
candidate for the office of vice
president of the united states
permit me in conclusion to ex-
press my satisfaction in being as-
sociatedsocia ted with a candidate for the
presidency who iais first among hisbis
equals as a representative of thothe

of the achievements of re-
form in his official career as
executive of the great state of new
york he has in a comparatively
short record reformed public ser-
vice and reduced public burdens so
as to have earned at once the grati-
tude of his state and the admira

of the country people know
him to be thoroughly in earnest
he has shown himself to be pos-
sessed with powers which fit him
in an eminent degree for the great
work of reformation which this
country now needs and if he shall
be chosen by the people to the high
office of president I1 believe that
the day of his inauguration will be
the beginningeginning of a new era of

ce and in all
thetho departments of our govern-
ment

1tI amana gentlemen
your obedient serservantvantvaut

THOMAS A HENDRICJEtS

iiceoto the hon J A McCIernandernand
chairman and others of the
committee ofbf N D C 11

letterkletter orof
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gentlemen when I1 had the
horlorhonor to receive the personal deliv-
ery of your letter on behalf of the
democratic convention held on
the of june at st louis ad-
vising me of my nomination as
candidate of the constituency rep-
resented by that body for the office
of president of the united states I1
answered that at my earliest con-
veniencevenience and in conformity with
usage I1 would prepare and trans-
mitliftoto you my acceptance I1 now
avail myself of the first interval in
my unavoidable occupationsionslons to ful
fil that engagement

thothe codcotconventionmention before making
its nominations adopted a declara-
tion of principles which as a whole
seems to mome a wise exposition of
the necessities of our and
the reforms needed to brinbring baekback
the government to its true func-
tions to restore purity of adminis-
trationtra tion and to revive the prosperity
of the people but some of these
reforms are so urgent that they
claim more than a passing approv-
ala tilothe necessity of reform in the
public expenseex federalfederals state and
municipal and the modes of federal
taxation justified allail prominence
given to it in the declaration of the
st louis convention the present
depredepressionslonsion in all thetho business and
industries of the people which is
depriving labor of its employment
undand carrying want into so many
homeshomos hashaa itsita principal cause in
the excessive government con-
sumptionsumbum tion under the illusionsspeciousspeciouselousclous prosperity engendered by
the false policy of thetho federal gov-
ernmentern ment waste of capital hashaa neenbeen

going on ever since 18651665 which
could only end in universal disas-
ter the federal taxes the last
eleven years reach the gigantic sum
of local taxation
has amounted to two thirds as
much more the vast aggregate is
not less than the
enormous taxation followed the
civil conflict that had greatly im-
paired our aggregate wealth and
had made a prompt reduction of
expense impossible it was aggra-
vated by mostmoat unscientific and ill
adjusted methods of taxation that
increased the bacrisacrificesfacesflees of the peo-
ple far beyond the receipts in the
treasury it WAS aggravated by a
financial policy which tended to di-
minish the energy uilullyil andnod eco-
nomy of production and the frugal-
ity of private consumption and in-
duced miscalculation in business
and an use of capi-
tal and labor even in prosperous
times the dallydaily wants of industrious
communities press closely upon
their daily earnings the margin
of possible national savings iaIs at
best a small ierler of the nann

earnings yet now for these
eleven yearsyeara the GoverngovernmentmenamerA con

sumitsumEtluniun has been a larger portion
of tthetho0 national earnings than the
whole people can possibly irveave

even in prosperous times borallfor allali newglew
investments the consequencesconsequenceis of
these errors are the now present
public calamity butt they
never doubtful never invisible
they were necessary and inevitable
and were foreseen and depicteddepleted
when the waves of that fictitious
prosperity rauran highest

in a speech made by me on the
of september 1868 it was said

efof these taxes they bear heavily
on every mansmanamansmand income upon every
industry and upon every busibuslbusinessnets
inilk the country and year by year
they are destined to press
heavily unless they arrest the sys-
tem that gives use toto them it
was comparatively easy when
values were doubling under repeat
ed issues of legal tendertenor paper
money to pay putout of the froth of
our growing and wealth
of thesewese taxes but when values
recede and sink towards heir na-
tional scale the tax gatherer takestakesi
fromfroni us novnotno only our income noonov
only our profits but also a portion
of our capital I1 do not whwish to
exaggerate or alarm I1 simply say
that we cannot afford the costly
polley of the radical majority of
conCODcongressgress wowe cannot ablord that
policy towards the bouthsouth we
cannot aford the magnificent aulland
oppressive centralism into which
our government is being converted
we cannot amfordafford the present mpgipg

off taxation to the
secretary of the treasury I1 saideaid
early in there is not a royal
road for the government more than
for an liiItiindividual or corporation
what youyon wantvyant to do now
iaIs to cut down your expenses
and live within your income
I1 would give all the legerdemain oiof
finance and ninanfinan ciering 1I would
give the whole of at for the old
home made maximimaxim viive within
your income thiatills reform will
be resistedreslareaia ted at everyovery step brtbut it
must be pressed persistently nyevye
see todayto day the immediateimmediato represen-
tatives of the people in oneona branch
of congress while struggling to re-
duce expenditures compelled to
confront the menace of the senate
and executive thathat1 unies athe ob-
jectionablejec tlonationa je aappropriations beh con-
sented to the operations ofbf govern-
ment

r
shall detri-

mentmentoror cease in my judgment
an amendment to the constitution
ought to be devised separating wointo
distine blusbiUs tho appropriations forfw
the various departments ofeeof ahe
public service and excluding from
each bill all appropriations for
other objects and all independent
legislation in that way alone cailcanean
the of odthe two
houses and of the bebo
preserved and exempted from ulether
moral disdistress which often compels
assent to objectionable appropria-
tions rather than atop of
govergovernmentlainlarnent j i ahii

an accessaccessorygry cause enhancing
the distress jpeani businessbubines Isesqto IQ
found in andaudandaud un
supportable AAI1 qgovernMentcut impos-
ed upon thethe tikatesate of the bouthi
besides the ordinary of ig-
norant and dishonest administra-
tion

I

it hashaa inflicted onn themahem enorenoi
issuesor fraudulent bondsbonde

the scanty avails of which were
wasted or stolen and the existence
of which is a public discredit tend-
ing to bankruptcy or repudiation
taxes generally oppressive in
some instances have confiscated
the entire income of property and
totally destroyed its market value

it is impossible thalthat these evils
should not reactre act on the prosperity
of the whole country

the nobler motives of humanity
concur with the material interests
of all in requiring every obstacle to
be removed to a complete and dur-
able reconciliation between kin
dred population once unnaturally
estranged on the basis recognized
by the st louislouls platform of tho
constitution of the united states
with its amendments universally

accepted as a final settlement of the
controversies which engendered
the civil war but in aid of a re
suit eoso beneficent the moral influ-
ence of good citizens as well aaas
every governgovernmentment authority ought
to be exerted not alone to maintain
their just equality before the law
buthut likewise to establish a cordial
fraternity and good will among
citizens whatever their race or
color who are now united in methe
one destidestinydy of a common gelfself
government if thothe duty shailshall bobe
assigned to mome I1 should not fail to
exeexercisereigo the powers with which the
laws andarld thethet constitutionlionLIOU of our
country clothe its chief maamalmagistrategistratestrato
and to protect all it citizens what-
ever their former condition iuin
every political and personal right

reform is necessary declares tilethe
st louis convention to establish
sound currency restore public cred-
it and maintain the national honor
and it goes on to demand a judi-
cious system of preparation by pub-
lic economies by official retrench-
ment and by wise finance which
shall enable the nation soon to as-
sure the whole world of itsita perfect
ability and its perfect essesa to
meet any of its promises at
ofor a creditor entitled to paymentpayments
the object demanddemandededbyby thathe con-
tentiongenjen tion is thothe resumption of

on legal tender notes
of the united states that would
not only restore the public credit
and maintain the national honor
badtI1 it would establish a soundssoundsouna cutcurlirlit
rrencyreneycy for the people

by which this object is to be
pursued and the means by which
this object is to be pursued and the
means bybi which it is to

by what tha conven
for the future and

by what it denounced in the past
thothe resumption of specie payments
by the government of the united
states on its legal tender notes
would establish specie payments
by all banks on all their notes the
official statement made on tilethe
of may shows the amount of bank
notes to be less

by themselves against thesa
in votesnotes the banks

heidheld it141 millions legal tender notesnote
or little more than fifty per cent of
their amount but they also held
on deposit in ihotho federal treasury
as security for these notes bonds of
the U BS worthworthwerth in gold about

available and current in all
foreign money markets inila resum-
ing the banks even hitmitif it werewerepospos
sib lefor their notes to be presenteddhundredfor payment would have five hun-
dred

bun-
dred millions of specie flindafund to pay

of notes withoutwithofit cohaohi

tracting their loans to their cus-
tomers or calling on auyany private
director forfoe payment suspended
banks undertaking to
usually beenbeon obliged to collect from
needy borrowers the meansmeana to re-
deem excessive issues and to ajropro-
vide reserves A vague idea of dsdla
tress is therefore often associated
with the process of resumption but
the conditions which caused the
distress in formerformen instances do not
now exist the government habhas
only to make good its own promises
and the banks can taketahe care of
themselves without distressing
anybody the government there
foretfora is thothe sole delinquent the
amount of legal tender notes of the
united states now outstanding is
lessleas than besides

fractional currency
howshallhowHows hallshall the ent makemate
these notes atuelat lail times asgoodis good

pasfasAs the specie it liashas to provide in
reference to the inasa which would
beibe kept in useuso by ther wants of busi
ness a central reserve of0 coin ade-
quate to the ddadjustment of the
temporary fluctuations ofin terna

udads a guarantee
against transient doansjoans artificially
created by panicpaula DOon by speculation
it to provideprovid67 for the pay

in coin of such fractional cur
breneydrency may bebobbebboypreresentedtented forro
demptibri and
portions 0 legal tenders as individ-
uals1 inay from time totiteto time deldredesire
to convert for spi cial use or in odeaorder
to lay by in coin hyby their storesstored of
money to makeinake coin now in the
treasury available for the otdestsjests of
this reberreserveto gradually strengthen
and enlarge that reserve aud to


