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which was long delayed in consequence of the
irregularity of the mails, not one fourth of the
mail matter due to this city having arrived for
the last five months, which is owing to some
neglect or derangement, we suppose, of the Post
office department. v

1 have taken coumsiderable pains to answer
(from the best authorilies at hand) as briefly as
<o extensive a subject could well be considered,
I wish you to publish the Hstory entire. If yon
do not choose to vublish it entire and unaltered,
please refurn it to me, as the Editor of the News
has aiready requested me to furnish a copy, which
I refused, as 1 intended it for yourselves.

Be pleased to furnish a couple of copies of the
number in which it is published, one to. Gov.
Young, and one directed to the Histonian’s Office,
and oblige,

| Very reapecifully yours,
GEO. A. SMITH,
Historian of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.

Joseph Smith, jun., was born in Sharon, Wind-

sor county, Vermont, 23d December, 1805; moved |

with his father to Ontario countv, New York,
and in the year 1819 resided in Manchester: he
wzs by occupation a farmer, and his advantages
of education were limited.

At the age of 15 he began fo reflact seriously

on the necessity of being prepared for a future
state of existence. He went among the differ-
ent denominations that existed in that state, and
his mind became perplexed with the clashing and
contention which existed among those who pro-
fessed the name of Christ.

Disgusted with the confusion which his re-
searches disclosed, and encouraged by the pro-
mise of Saint James: “If any of you lack wis-
dom, let him sk of God who giveth unto all men
fiberally and upbraideth rot, and it shall be given
him,™ he retired to a grove, and in earnest prayer

besought the Lord to reveal the way of salvation; | W. W. Phelps, at

and while thus engaged he beheld two glorious
Beings wrapped in a brilliant and glorious light,
who mformed him that all the religions sects of
the present age had departed from the ancient
gospel of Jesus Christ and his apostles, with 1ts
gifts and priesthood, which should be made
known to him in due season: many glorious
things were shown him in this vision.

On the 21st September, 1823, while engaged
in prayer, and striving to exercise faith, the room
was filled with light surpassing that of noon day,
in the midst of which was a person whose coun-
tenance was as lightning, and yet so full of inno-
cence and goodness, and of such a glorious
appearance as to banish all apprehension: he was
an angel commissioned of God to inform him that
the covenants with ancient Israel touching their
posterity should soon be fulfilled, and that the
great work to prepare for the second coming of
Christ should now commence; the fulness of the
gospel be made known to all nations; that the
native inhabitants of America were a remnant of
Israel, who had anciently enjoyed the ministry
of inspired men; that records confaining their
history had been preserved to the period of their
national degeneracy, and that these records had
been concealed in the earth, and the Lord pro-
mised they should soon be revealed. :

On the following day the angel returned and
shewed him the spo* where the sacred record was
deposited, A small rock, projecting a little above
the earth’s surface, covered a stone box; 'he
opened it and beheld the plates.

The angel said, you cannot at this time obtain

them, and when they are obtained, it must be by

prayer and faithfulness in obeying the Lord; they
are not deposited here for the sake of accumula-
ting gain or wealth, or for the glory of this world
they are of no worth to the children of men, only
for the knowledge they coniain, which is the
fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, as it was
given to the aneient people of this land. « The

stature of this personage was a lit'le above the|

common size of mwen in this age; his garments
were perfectly white, and they appeaied to be
without seams.

Much instruction was given by the angel to
Mr. Smith during a period of four Fears, and on
the 22nd September, 1827, the angzel of the Lord
delivered the tecords mmto his hands; they were
engraved on plates which bad the appearance of
gold, each plate was not far from 7 inches by 8
i width and length, not quite ag thick as com-
mon tin, beautifully engraved on both sides in
reformed Egyptian characters, bound together in
a volume as the leaves of a book, fastened at the
edge with three rings running through the book:
with the records was found a eurious instrument
called by the ancients the Urim and Thummim.
By the gift and power of God, thiough its means,
he translated the record, which is the Book of
Mormon. The firs: edition of 5,000 copies was
Qibiﬁshed by Joseph Smith, at Palmyra, New

ork. 1 §a "

The Church of Jesus Christ of ILatter Day
Saints was organized in Manchester, New York,
on the 6th April, 1830, and was then composed of
six members, who were baptized by immersion
under the hands of Joseph Swith and Oliver Cow-
dery, who received the aposileship by command-
ment from God, and the adiministration of heaven-
ly messengers, and were the first elders of the
chnreh.

The Book of Mormon being printed, the chureh
began to atiract the attention of newspaper edi-
tors, who immediately opened their artillery
against Joseph Smith, and the baundful who had
received his testimony. The tocsin of persecu-
tion was immediately sounded, and continued to
increase with scarcely any cessation, during his
whole life.

Through the labors of Joseph Smith, Hyrum
Sinth, Oliver Cowdery, and other elders who had
been ordained, branches were established in New
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, the British Provinces
and New England States.

A large branch of the church was established
in Kirtland, Geauga county, Oho; and the spirit
of persecution pursuing -all the branches to a very

sreal extent, the Saints commenced gathering to
Kirtland;, and soon affer Joseph Smith, with
several of the elders, visited Jackson eounty,
Missouri, and commenced settlements of *tlie
Saints: Upper Missouri being at that time but
thinly inhabited, =~ |

In June, 1831, a conferénce was held at Kirt-

land; a nnmber of the elders were ordained high
| Frieats by Joseph Smith, he being president of the
thigh priesthood and’ of the whole church, beiug
cilled of the Lord. like urito Moses, a Seer, Re-
velator, Translator, and Prophet; and it was his
privilege to have fwo counselors. to act as assist-
~ant Presilents, which form the First Presidency
of the Chur¢h. Bl e g

In' June, 1832, W. W. Phelps & Co. com-
menced printing a'monthly periodical at Indepen-
dence, Missouri, devoted expressly to the spread-
ing of the principles of the gospel, and publ!mhiug
the revelations of God to the Church.

A Mercantile house was established by the
firm of A. S, Gilbert & Co., and severa! hun-
dreds of farms were opened, and mills and many
. extensive improvements commenced.

The elders continued fo preach with unabated
zeal, notwithstanding they were constanily sub-
jected to abuse. |

On March 25, 1832, Joseph Smith and Elder
Sidney Rigdon were dragzed from their beds at
midnight, in the town of Hiram, Portage :uuntf—,
Chio, daubed with tar and featliers, and severely
imjured. Aqua forfis was poured into President
Smith’s mouth, and he was beld by the throat

' until left for dead. One of his children was sick

with the meazles, and bemng in bed with him at
the time of the outrage, was thereby exposed to
the night air, and died almost ymmediately: she
may, therefore, be called the first martyr of this
dispensation.

n June, 1833, a commencement was made for
 the building of a Temple in Kirtland.

On the 22nd J lﬂf’ 1833, the printing office of
ndependence, Missouri, was
surrounded by a mob of about five hundred men;
the press was destroyed, the type pied, and the
house, a itwo story brick building, pulled down.
Loss of property, $6,700. This mob violence con-
tinued from day to day.

Edward Partridge, the prﬁiding'_ bishop of the
Chureh, was publicly stripped, and tarred and

' feathered on the public square, in the presence of
several handred spectators. 0

Mr. Charles Allen, a member of the church,
received the same compliment; the tar was mixed
with some corrosive substance.

The store of Gilbert and Whitney was broken

open, their goods promisenously scattered in the
streets—Ilives threatened, individuals whipped,

ET. NEWS.

The Temple in Kirtland was so far completed
as to be dedicated on the 27th March, 1836, 416
elders being predent in a general council on the
evening of the dedication. This Temple is a
stone building 80 feet by 60, the walls 50 feet

 Soathport, Eceleston, Whittle, and Hunter’s Hill,

Saints. They were soon dispersed by the inter-

high, and the tower 110 feet high. There are
{wo main halls 55 feet by 65 in the inner court,
four vestries in the front, and five sehool rooms in

the attic. The building is well finished, and a
fine specimen of architecture.

In June, 1837, Heber C. Kimball, Orson Hyde,
Willard Richards, and Joseph TFielding, with
three others, started from Kirtland on a mission |
to the British Islands. They arrived in England
on the 20th of July, without a farthing in their
pockets, and on the 23rd commenced preaching
in Preston, At Christmas the chureh had ex-
tended from Preston fo Penwortham, Longton,

the number of members amounting to about one
thousand.

In 1837 the greater portion of the Saints in
Kirtland, moved to Missouri, and settled in Cald-
well, Daviess, Clinton, Carro'l, and Ray counties. |
The county of Caldwell had been organized, and
the cilli of Far West established.

In December the printing office in Kirtland was
destroyed by fire, the work of an incendiary.

In the spring of 1838, the emigration to Mis-
souri continued, most of the Saiuts leaving Kirt-
land. The foupdation of a town was laid on
Grand River i Daviess county, called Adam-
ondi-ghman. " Several hundred thousand acres of
land had been entered at the land office, and
some two thousand large and flourishing farms
opened thereon. A village was also commenced
in Carroll county, on the Missouri river called,
De Witt,

Caldwell County in three years,from a naked
prairie, had become one ot the most flourishing
counties in the State. A foundation was laid
for a Temple ot Far West, 110 feer long by 80
wide, u printing office established, and a month-
][ypn'per called the ‘Elders Journal’ published.

n August 1838 at an election beld in Galatin,
Daviess County, a barrel of whisky was rolled
out, and the crowd invited to drink heartily, and
prevent the Mormons from voting. A riot en-
sued, which ended in knocking down three
Mormons— (eight only being present)—and in
23 of the mob being carried off in a degree Lelp-
less. One of the Mormons was stabbed, Im.-
mediately the toesin of Mobocracy was again
sounded, and several hundred men assembled
at Millport, swearing extermination against the

ference of Gen. Doniphan, butit was only to

and a great number of houses unroofed by parties
visiting the different settlements: upwards of two

hundred houses were destroved by fire, and 1500 ! robbing them of their property. Many of the

sons driven from their homes and seattered
into the adioining counties, principally into Clay,
without any means of subsistence, a great num-
ber hdving perished from wounds, bruises and
exposure, . J

As the Saints were scattered along the banks
of the Missouri River, a plot was laid by a party
of the mob to murder all who should be left on
the Jackson side., On the morming of the 131h of
October, very early, they beheld the wonderful
meteoric phenomenon of the stars falling from
heaven, which caused the hearts of the Samts to
rejoice, and the mob to abandon their purpose;
some of the mob were so affected by the sight
that they wept, believing the day of judgment at
hand. I am sorry to sav that elergymen of
various denominations sanctified these deeds of
cruelly by their presence and participation.

In the fall of 1833 a printing press was esta-
blished i Kirtland, Olio, where Oliver Cowdery
commenced the republication of the Evening and
Moining Star.

In 1834, Joseph Smith, accompanied by 205
men, visited Clay county, Missouri, and attempted |
to bring about a reconciliation with the people of
Jackson. His Excellency Daniel ‘Dunklin, then |
Governor of Missouri, notified the Legislature in
his annual message, that the means of enforcing
The laws, both civil and military, were so insuf-
ficient that the Mormons could rot be protected
in the state. He had previously written to Col.
J. Thornton, under date of the 6'h June, 1834,
as follows: “I am fully persuaded that the eccen-
tricity of the religious opinions and practices of
the Mormons, is at the botlom of the outrages com-
mitfed against them.”?

By industry, economy, and prudence, the Saints
in Clay and the adjoining ecounties had begnn to
acquire wealth and to enjoy prosperity, and were
enabled to purchase. considerable fracts of landy
this aided the Jackson county mob to raise an
excitement in Clay county. Public meeting-
were held, and the Saints notified by their official
resolutions, that they must cease to make im-

rovements in Clav county, or to purchase other
ands; and required them to leave the eounty of
Clay., A location was accordingly maide in a
new, uninhabited, naked prairie county, desti-
tute ol timber, by the nnanimous coiisent of the
mob, who said it was fit for nothing else but the
Mormons. The Saints of Clay county purchased
the lands of the government, and moved immedi-
ately info Caldwell. - AR

In 1534, Joseph Smith, senior, was set apart as
Patriarch over the whole Church to b the
fatherless. hﬁia. .

On the 14th February, 1835, Joseph Smith, by
a commandment of God, seleeted and ordained
Twelve Apostles, 10 be special wiinesses in all
the world ‘of the fulness of the gospel®¥nd to
preside ovér the church in all cases when the
Presidency were absent; and during the year
1835, they visited all the; States east of Ohio,
and also the British Prgiihces, comforting the
scatfered branches, preaching the gospel, and
building up new. branches. Many hundreds
were baplized during the season. About the

an earthly tribunal, so help me God?’

same time, he also ordained a quorum of seventy
elders for the same purpose, many of whom
devoted the most of their time to travelling and |
preaching, going forth “without purse or se:ip.”

the American flag, driven across the Mississippi

- during the winter, spring, and summer because

shift their quarters. They removed to De Witt
in Carroll County, and drove out its inhabitants,

Saints periched from want and suffering, and
the remnant eseaped i'ito Cald well.

The mob again renewed their operations in
the County of Daviess, filling the country with
false reports; but finding their undertaking like-
ly to fail, Lilburn W, Boggs, then the Execn-
tive of Missouri, issued an order for the exter-
mination of the Mormons from the free Republic
of Missouri; and ordered Major General Clark,
with 13,000 men to proceed 1mmediately to Far

West, aud put the ernel decree into execution. |

This force immediately proceeded to the settle-
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their over exertion and anxiety, failed first,
leaving widows and orphan children in count-
less numbers, to still suffer.
Notwithstanding the violent feelings of the
' people of Missouri against the Mormons, they
suffered Joseph Smith, and other Elders who
had been in prison for six months (and a past
of the tine fed upon human flesh) to leave the
State as soon as the Mormons had all left.

President Smith immediately went to Wash-
ingfon, and made application to the President of
the United States, and to Cengress for redress;
and the most favorable reply was that of Mr.
Van Buren, then President of the United States:
“Your cause is just, but Government can do no-
thing for you." Senator Clay coldly remarked:
‘You had vetter go to Oregon.? Senator Cal-
hoon said: ‘It involves a nice question, the
question of States rights; it will not do to agi-
tate 1t;” and the committee of Congress reported
it was none of their business.

The scattered remnnant, not disheartened the’
persecuted, clustered round President Smith,
and commenced building the City of Nauvoo,
in Hancock County, Illinois; a point so sickly
that two unsvecessful attempts had been made
to settle it, only a few families living there; yet
their burying yard contained such a number of
graves as might frighten a new settler from the
State of New York,even if there had been three
thousand inhabitants,

On 14 Sep. 1840, the Patriarch Joseph Smith,
Sen., worn ont with exposure and toil, died at
Naavoo, and Hyrum Smith his éldest son, who
had previously reeeived ordination and blessing
under his Father’'s hands, was acknowledged
Patriarch over the whole church. -

The bluffs around were put in cultivation, the
swamps drained, and in a few years it became
as healthy in Nauvoo «s any part of Illinois.

Missouri, however, not content with her
wholesale system of robbery and extermination
against the Soints, commenced a series of vexa-
tious lawsuits against them as soon as they be-
came satisfied that they would not all die on the
Mississippi.

In 1841, Joseph Smith was demanded from
the Governor of lllinois, and a writ issued by
him for his apprehension: a writ of habeas cor-
pus was issued, the case was investigated at
Monmouth before Judge Stephen A. Douglass,
and the arrest declared illegal,

This proceeding, including the expense of
Council, fees of attendants,as witnesses &c,cost
upwards of three thousand dollars; no inconsid-
erable sum for a person who had just been rob-
bed of his all.

Dissatisfied with the result of Jegal proceed-
ings Missouri commenced a system of kidnap-
ping by which means a number of individuals
were carried foreibly without form of law into
that State, whipped, imprisoned, some of them
kung by the neck and otherwise tortured.

The sum of $200,000 was appropriated by
the Legislature of Missouri to defray the expen-
ses of the Mormon massacres, the plundered

property not being considered sufficient to pay
the robbers, '

In 1842, a new demand was made by the Gov-
ernor of Missoari. Joseph Smith was again

ments of the Mormons; who being but few in |
number comparatively, and finding themselves |
opposed by the.executive order of the State, and
consequently by the form of legal proceeding,
made no resistance to this military force, althe’
they would have fought the whole of them had
they continued in their true colors as a mob.—
Under pledges of peace and protection, men,
womeny and children were indiscriminately
massacred, women ravished, houses plundered,
horses stolen, cattle and hogs shot in their pens
tor sport, eorn fields robbed, thousands of acres
of grain destroyed by turning horses into the
fields, and fences burnt up. Several hundred
persons were driven ina defenceless condition
into a hollow square of armed fiends, and com-
pelled to sign away their property to the Repub-
lic of Missouri,to defray the expenses which had
been incurred in committing these erimes —
About seventy of the brethren were selected for
the purpose of exeention: public notice was giv.
en that they would be putto death, and the res-
idue permitted to go home, take their families
and leave the Stateimmediately on pain of death.

On the Ist of Nov. 1838, Joseph Smith and
his comrades were tried by Court Martial, with-
oul their being present, or allowed to make any
defence, and sentenced to be ghot. The order
lor their execution was given by Major Gener-
al Lucas as follows:—

‘Bmigaptern Gewerar Dowrprav:—8iry yon will
t1ke Joseph Hmith and the other Prisoners into the Pub-

lie fquare of Far West, and Buoor them at 9 o'clock
tomorrow morning.’

Doniphan possessing a knowledge of Law,
and having a good share of humanity, replied—
*itis cool blooded murder! I will not obey your
order; my Diigadeshall march for Liberty to-
morrow moming a* 8o'clock. “ Andif you exe-
ente those men, I’ll hold you responsible before

m—

Thus the lives of the Prisoners were saved.—
The scene that followed beggirs description:
langnage is inadequate to describe it. Imma-
gine fitteen thousand people,embracing all ages,
sexes, and conditions, driven in midwinter from
every thing they possessed; destitute, hungry,
naked, homeless, and friendless, across track.
less prairies, scattered two and three hundred
miles from their homes, which they had eiected
on lands purchased from the Government of
the United States, and under the protection of

River; hundreds—perhaps thousands—nperished |

of this exposure. ' The ygmen in consequence of
™ ' |
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arrested, and an atten pt u ale to kidnap him into
that State. A writ of hubeas corpus was ob-
tained from the U. S. District Court for the
State of Illinois. Judge Pupe heard the ease
inSpringfield, and decid d “the proceedings il-
legal, and Missouri had no ¢him on him, and
ordered it entered on the docket that he should
be troubled no more in the matter,’this proceed-
ing altogether cost &12,000,

A foundation had been Jaid for a. Temple in
the city of Nauvoo. A echarter had been ob.
tained for the city conferring liberal powers up-
on the City Council. A University, and Man-
ufacturing Association incorporated. A Legion
also ehartered. The University organized and
putin operation in several departments. The
Manufacturers  Association commenced the

| erection of large buildings for the manufacture

of poltery. Thousands <f people flocked in
from every part of the United States, and the
British Isles. Sireets were opened, hundreds of
fine buildings erected, a company was incorpo-
rated for the purpose of building an extensive
hotel with a capital of $200,000 A considera.
ble amount of stock was sold and the base-
ment story of the building with 240 feet
front was finished. An extensive prinling es-
tablishment, stereotype foundry, and book bind-
erv, put in operation, two Masonic Lodges es-
tablished, a large and commodious Masonie
Temple was built. Several flourishing villages
of the Saints were establiched in different parts
of Hancock and neighboring counties, as well
as in lowa. Joseph Duncan, an aspiring party
leader, anxious to become Goverpor of IHlinois,
took the stamp at Edwardsville, and from that -
vigited different parts of the State, ruusing ui;
the vile passions and rel'gious prejudices that
conld exist against the Suints, promising thag
if he could be elected Governor of 1llinois he
would exterminate the Mormons, this formed au
extensive anti Mormon party who although un-
successful in the election which elevatedThomas
Ford to the executive chair, continued its Opei-
ations,
In June 1843, Joseph Smith was arrested at
Inlet Grove,l.ee County,llinoigby officersRey-
nolds and Wilson by virtue of a writ from Goy
F'ord, issued on a demand from the Governor of
Missouri, and strenuons atternpls were made Lo
Kidnap him airectly to Missouri, which would
have been done, had not some high-minded ecit.
izens of Dixon and Pawpaw Grove lent theyr
uid & come to his rescue;the news of his arrest
reaching Nauvoo,bundreds of the Saints mount-

ed their horses and started to his assistance (he

being arrested while ona visit 250 miles from



