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which drasbraswas long delayed in coconsequencensequence of thetile
of thetho mailsmalls nothot one fourth of the

mail matter diedledie cityeity having arrived for
the last five months which is owing to admelgome
apneglectelectlect or derangement46we suppose of thetosthe postI
office department 1

I1 havellave taken considerable pains to liriiiiianswer
from tilethe best authorities at handband as briefly ala

so extensive a subject could wellwelt be considered
I1 wish youxou0U to publish hehthe astorystory entire ivyonif yonyou
do not 1choosese to publish it entire and eeddededa
please return it to me as the editor of the news
has dilallalreadyead requested memoeroe to furnish a copy which
I1 refused as I1 intended it for yourselves

be pleased to furnish a couplecoupie of copies of the
number in which it is published one tolo gbye
youngyouw anandd one directed to thiethe Histonistohistoriansnans office
and oblige

s very yours
1 GELGEO A SSMITHff

rr historian of the church of jesusjesul christ
t of latter day saints

joseph smith jun ivasikaswas born in sharon wind-
sor county vermont december 1805 moved
with his father to ontario coconconov tv new york
and irrlirm the jearyear 1819 resided iin manchester hebe
ws by occupation a farmer and his advantagesr
of education were limited

at the age of 15 liehe beganbegen to reflect seriously
on the necessity of being preparedprapai ed for a future
state otof existence he went among the differ-
ent denominations that existed in that statestale and
his mind became perplexed with the clclashingashim and
contention which existed among those who pro-
fessed the name of christ

disgusted with the concuconfusionzion which his re-
searches disclosed and encouraged by the pro-
mise of saint james if any of you lack wis-
dom let him asksk of rodgodiod who givejougouunto all men
liberally and upbraideth rot andarid it shall be given
himhirohemoheJ he retired to a grovegroffe and inill earnetearnest prayer
besought the lord to reveal the waylayf cf salvation
and while thus engaged he beheld two gigloriouscoriou s
beings wrapped inin a brilliant and glorious light
whowho informed him that all the religious sects of
the present age had departed from the ancient

I1

gospel of jesus christ and his apostles with its
gifts and priesthood which should be made
known to himhunt inin due season many glorious
things were shown him in this vision

on the Septemseptemberbor 1823 while engaged
in prayer and striving to exercise ffaithfalth the room
was filled with light sursurpassingpasing that of noon day
in the midstmiastdst of which was a person whose coun-
tenance waswag as lightning and yet so full rfef inno
cence and goodness andind of such a glorigloriousoils
appearance as totoi banish all apprehensionapp he was
an angel commissioned of god to inform himhiiri that
the covenants with ancient israel touching their
posterity should soon be fulfilled andarid that the
greatI1 work to prepare for the second coming of
christ should nowDow commence the fonese of the
gospel be made known to all nations that the
native inhabitants of america bereawere a remnant of
israel who had anciently enjoyed the ministry
of inspired men that records concohcontaining their
history had been Trepreservedserved to the period of their
national ddegeneracytberacy and that these records had
been concetaconcealediidlid in the earth and the lord pro-
mised they should soon be revealed

on the followingfollo layday the angel returned and
chewed him the spot where the sacred record was
deposited A small rock projecting a little above
the earthsearthy surface covered a stonestong box hebe
opened it and beheld the plates

the angel said you cannot at this time obtain
them and when they are obtained it mustt be by
prayer and faithfulness inirs obeyingobey ing the lord they
are not deposited here for the saiesake of accumula-
ting gain or wealth or for the glory of histhis world
theythy are of no worth to thetile children btbf men only
for the knowledge they contain which is the
fulness of thethi gospel of jesus christ as it waswag
gigwenV en to the ancient people of this land the
stature of thisthil personage was a little above the
common size of men in this age inshis garments
were perfectly white and theyibey appealed totobelobebe
without seams

much instruction was given by the angel to
mr smitha during a period of four years and on
thetile september 1827 the anangelofel of tilethe lord
delivered the I1 records into hisbig hands they were
engraengravedvedonon plates which hadbad the appearance of
eoldgold each plate was not far from 7 inches by 8
in width and length not quite aas thick as com-
mon tin beautifully engraved on both sides in
reformed egyegyptianwn characters bound together in
a volume as Ethe leaves of a book fasterfastenediiille att ihkthehe
edge with three rings running through the bogk
with the records was found a curious instrument
called by the ancients the arim and Thum maimraim
by the gift and power of god through its means
he translated thehe recordrilrel which is hethe book of
mormon the girsfirsfirst edition of 5 copies was

vorkgorkyomyoapublisheduba ished by
r joseph smith at palmyra new

the church of jesus christ of batterlatterJLatter day
saints was organized in Mocmanchesterhesterbester new york
on the il 1830 and was then comcomposedased of
six members whowho were baptized by immersiammersonimmersonionkon
undertinder the hands of joseph smith and oliver cow-
dery who received the apostleship by command
mentmeat from god and the pidministrationadministration of beavheatenn
ly messengersmessenger sandand were the ffirst elders of the
charch I1

the book of mormonmornion being printed the church
began to attract the attention of newlnewspaperpaper edi-
tors who immediately opened heirtheir artillery
against joseph smith andawl the handful who hadfiad
received his testimony the tocsin of persecu-
tion was immediately sounded and continued TO

increase with scarcely any cessation during hiihis
whole life

through the laborlaborg of joseph smith avrum
smith oliver cowdery and other elders who had
been ordained branches were established in new
york pennsylvania ohio the british provinces
and new england slates

A large branch of the church was established
inin kirtland geaugageaugh county ohio and the sspirit
of persecution pursuing all the branchesbranchds to a very

areairea I1 extent theibe saints commenced gathering to
kirtland and soon afteraffer Josejosephhr smith ivia
several of the elders visited jackson county
missouri and commenced settlements of thehe
saints upperurner missouri being at that time but
th inhabited I1 I1

in jurijune 1831 iia conference was held at kirtl-
and a number of the elderseiders were orddinordainedea high
priests by joeph smith he being prespresidentdent of the
hhighh priesthood and of the whole churchchuich being
c-

i

calledailed of the lord like untourtounto moses a seer re-
velatorvelator translator andaej prophet and it was hisbig
privilege to have two counselors to actaci as assist-
ant pi 81 lents which form the first presidencydency
of the churchchurell

in juneijune 1832 WV IV phelps co com-
menced printing a monthly periodical at indepen-
denceI1 missouri devoted expressly to the spread-
ingin btof the principles of the gospel aidard publishing
the revelations of godgoa to the church

A mercantile house was established by the
firm of A S gilbert co and several hun-
dreds of farmsfarais were opened and mills and many
extensive I1 improvements commenced

the elderseldera continued to preach with unabated
zealzea notwithstanding they were constandyconstancy sub-
jected to abuse

on Mmarcharch 252 1832 joseph smith and elder
sdney rigdonri dondoh were draggediamralgedeed from their beds at
midnight ll11in the town of hiram portage county
chio daubed with tar and featfeathersliers and severely
insjinjured1 ed aqua fforiorti was poured into president
smiths1 mouth and hebe was heidheld by the throat
until left for dead one of hisbis children was sick
with the and being11 in bed with him at
the time of the outrage was thereby exposed to
the night air and died almost immediately she
may therefore be called thetile first martyr of this
dispensation

in june 1833 a commencement was made for
the building of a temple inill kirtland I1

on the july 1833 the printing office of
W IV phelps at independence 1missourilissourionri was
sitstisurrounded by a mob of about five hundred meninen
thehe press was destroyed the type piedpled and the

house a two story brick building pulled down
loss of property 6 this mob violence con-
tinued from day to lyday

edward partridge the presiding bishop of the
church was publicly stripped alidand tarred andund
feathered on thetile public square in the presence of
several hundred spectators

mr charles alienallen a member of the church
weceCecereceivedived the same gomcomcomplimentciment the tar wiwas mixed
with some corrosive susubstancestance

the store of gilbert and whitney was broken
open thelttheir roodsgoods promiscuously scattered in the
streets ilveslives threatened individuals whipped
and a great number of houses unroofed by parties
visiting the different settlements upwards of two
hundred houses were destroyeddestroyedroved by fire and 1500imo
patpalprisonssons driven from their homesbomes and scatterscattereded
into the adioadloadjoiningining counties principally into clay
without any means of subsistsubsistenceencel a great num-
ber havingbavingr perished from wounds bruises and
exposure

As the saints were scattered along the banks
of the missouri river a piotplot waswag laid by a partyparly
of the mob to murder all who should be leffleft on
the jackson side onoa the morninging of the 13 h of
october very early they beheld the wonderful
meteoric phenomenon ofol the stars falling from
heaven which caused the hearts of the saints to
rejoice and the mob to abandon their purpoetpoel
some of the mob were so affected by the sighsiah
that they wept believing thetheuayday of judgment at
hand I1 am sorry to sasayy that clergymen of
various denominations sanctified these deeds of
crueltycruelly by their prepresencesence andsaid participation

in the fall of 1833 a printing presspreas was esta-
blished in kirtland oloolloolio where oliver cowdery
commenced the republication of the evening andan

in 1834 joseph smith accompanied by
men visited clay cou rity missouri and attattemptedIM ted
to bring about a reconciliationionlon with lleiletilelie deprepeople of
jackson hishh excellency danieldahiel dunDandunklinkiinklin then
governor of missouri notified the legislature in
his annual message that the means of enforcing
hethe hwbothbolhbollt civil and military were so insuf-

ficient
ur

that the mormonscormons could rot be protected
in the state ilehe had previously written to colCOI

J thornton under dytedite of fhetheh ah june 1834
asa follows 1 I am fultyfully persuaded thhathitit thetile ccueneccen-
tricity of the religious opinions 4andnd prpracticesartices of
th e mormonscormonsMormons is at tiethe bottom of hethe aoutoutragestajeshages com-
mitted aagainstainest ahem 1

bybv industry economy and prudence the saints
in clyclayoly and uieulehie adjoining counties had begunb gun to
acquireac am wealth and to enienjoyy prosperityity and wee
eiblenabled to considerable tracts of land
this aided ththo jackson county mob to raise allali
excitement in clayclap county public meetingulcciceting4
were beldhild and the saints notified by their afric al
resolutionsois that they must cease to macemakemale im-
provementsprove ments in county oroe to purchase oherohenher
lalandsd and required them to leaveleae the county otof
clayCla A location was accordingly udemidende jnn a
new uninhabiteduninhibited naked prairie countscounty desti
tute of timber by the unanimous cocoracorisent of tht
mob who sallsailsaidsald it was fit fer nothing else but the
mormonscormonsMor mons the saints of clay county purchased
the lands of the government and moved immedi-
ately into caldwell i

in 1133434 joseph smith senior was set apart aia
patriarch over the whole church to blbiessblessss the
fatherless pithi

anthe february 18351833 Jjqsephjoseph S bybi
a of god selected andard ordained
twelve apostles to be special witnesses in all
the world of the falness of the to
preside ovar the church in all cagescases when the
presidency were absent and during thetha year
1835 they visited all the states east of ohio
and also the british Pialicefice comforting the
scattered branches preaching the gospel and
building up new brabranches manymahy hundbundhundredsreels
were baptized during the season about the
same time he also ordained a quorum of seventy
elders for the same purpose many of whom
devoted the most of their time to tratravellingvellingipging and I1

preaching going forth without purse or ssoupsoap

the temple in kirtland was so far completed
asis to be dedicated on the march
elderseiders being present sn a general councilcauncil onoil the
evening of thetah

e dedicationd ed ication this temple is a
stone building 80 feet by 60 the wallswalla 50 feet
high and the tower feet high there are
wo main halls 55 feet by 65 in the inner court

four vestries inin the front and five school roomsr in1I
the attic the building is well finished and a
fine specimen of architecture

in june 1837 heber 0 kimballkidball orson hyde
willard richards and joseph fielding with
three others started from kirtland on a mission
to the british mandshands they arrived in england
on the of july without a farthing in their
pockets and rn the commenced preaching
in prestonnn at christmas the church had eex-
tended

X
from preston to Longlondonlonnontonfon

southportsouthwortSouthport Eccleeccieecclestonstonslon whittle and hunters hill
the number of members amounting to about one
thousand

in 1837 the weaterpeatergreater portion of the saints in
kirtland moved to missouri and settled in cald-
well daviess clinton carrollCarrollandand ray counties
the county of caldwell had been organized and
the city of farpar west establishedestablishd

in december the printing office in kirtland was
destroyed by fire the work of an incendiary

inin the spring of 1838 the emigration to mis-
sourisouriurl continued most of the saintslintsS a leaving kirtl-
and the foundation of a town was laid on
grand river in Daviess county called adam
ondi ahmanabanan several hundred thousand acres of
land had been entered at the land office and
some two thousand large and flourishing farmfarmss
opened thereon A village was also commenced
in carroll county on thethe missouri riverr called
dedd witt

caldellCaldw allail countybouny in three years from a naked
prairie had become one otof the most flourishing
counties in the state A foundation was laid
for a temple at far wetwest liollo feegfeet long by 80
wide a printing office established and a month-
ly paper called the elderseiders journal published
in augaugust 1858 at an election held inin gabatinGa latin
diess county a barrel of whisky was rolled
out and thethie crowd invited to drink and
prevent the mormonscormonsons from votingtotinovoting A riot en-
sued

n
which ended inin knockinknockingknocking9 down three

mormonscormonss eight only being present and in
223 of the mob being carried offinoff in a degree help-
less one of aheifie mormonscormons was stabbedblabbed im-
mediatelyI1 the of was again
sounded and severalbeveral1 hundredlindredli men assembled
at millportMill portbort swearing extermination against the
saints they were soon dispersed baheby the iinter-
ference

riter
of gen doniphan but it was only to

shift their quartersers they removed to de wittwilt
in carroll county and drove out its inhabitants
robbing them of their property many of the
saints periperlperishedhed from want and suffering and
tilethe remnant escaped aitolito caldwell

the mob again renewed their operations in
thetile county of daviess filling the country with
false reports but finding their undertaking like-
ly to failfall lilburn VV boggs then the execl

ammissourMissoun issuedI1aed an orderordrorjorfor the exter-
minationmination of the shefreetlethe free republic
of missouri and ordered major general clark
with men to proceed immediately to far
west audand put the capel decree into execution
this force immediately proceeded to the settle-
ments of the mormonscormonsMormons who beinobeingbeing but few in
number comparatively and findig themselves
opposed by the executive order of the stateslate and
conconsequentlys eatly by theomtheoa of legal proceeding
mademade no resistance to this military force altho
they would havebave fought the whole of them had
they continued in their true colors as a mob

pledges ofafi peace and protection men
wowomenmen aandhidfid children were indiscriminately
mamassacredssacred women ravishedlavishedravished houses plundered
horses stolen cattle and hogsho shot in their pens
far sport corn fields robbedrobbed thousands of acres
of grain destroyed by turning horses into the
fields and fences burnt up several hundred
persons were driven in a defenceless condition
into a hollow square of armed fiends andana com-
pelled to slonsionsign away their property to the repub-
lic debraydefray the expenses which had
beenbe incurred in committing these crimes
about seventy of tililltilo brethren were selected foror
theihei purpose of execution public notice was div
en that they wouldcould be put to death and the res
edwidia permitted to go home take their families
adaida d leave the state immediately on0 tainpainain of death

on the of nov 1838 josephjosep smith and
hirsITSs comrades were tried by court Almartialartial with-
out their beingapin present or allowed to makemake any
dedefencehencefence and sentenced to be bhoeho the order
tontoror theirheir execution was given by major gener
al lucas as follows

GENERAL sir you will
tike Jsjosephepliepil smithsinith aar the other prisoners into the pul
ilclic 1 11 91 farlFarfarbestWest and SHOOT theinibern at 9
ao ta V 0

t lislibyill
possessing a knowknowledgeledeeledge of law

and havinghating a good share
1

J replied
itis coblcobi

i

blobioblooded0ded rr I awillI1 will jibbimbt oleyobey yourjow
order my Brigade shallshail inmarcharah for liberty to-
morrow morning a 8 1 bridif yburat tr exe
cute those men ill hold youre ponrow before
an earthly tribunal so help memb god 1 1

thuthus the lives of the prisoners were saved
the scene that followed beggars description
laplanlanguagegaage is inadequate to debdeedescribecribe it imma
gine fifteen thousand people embracing all ages
sexessezer and conditions duivendriven inin midwinter from
every thing they possessed destitute hungryhunry
naked homeless and friendless across track
lesilesa prairiepiapla iriesirles scattered twowo and three hundred
miles from their homes which they had electedejected
on linds purchased from the government of
the united states and under the protection of
tilethe american flagflog driven across the mississippi
iver hundreds perhaps thousands perished
durinduringI1 the winter springspag and summerbummer because
of this eexposure f the amenanen lalriiiii consequence 0of

1

BT h y
i

theirthelroverover exertion and anxiety failed first
leavingleavi ilgtig widows and orphan children in countcountiI
less numbers to still suffer ss

notwithstanding theilia violent feelings of the
people of missouri against the mormonscormonsMormons they
suffered joseph smith and other elders who
had breenbuen inin prison for sixsix months and apaa patt
of the time fed upon human flesh to leave the
state as soongoon as the mormonscormons had all left

president smith immediately went to washi-
ngton and made application to the president of
the united statesstales and to congress for redress
and the most favorablefavoratfavo rab e reply was that of mr
van buren then president of the united stitesstates
your cause isis justjuitju it but government can do no-

thing forpor gouyou senator Claciaclayy coldly remarked
you had better go to oregon senator cal

hoon said itkit involves a nice quequestiontrontion ithe
question of states rights it will not do to agi-
tate it and the committee of congress reported
it was none of their business

the scattered remnant not disheartened tho
persecuted clustered round president smith
and commenced building the city of nauvoo
in hancock county illinois a point BOso sickly
that two unsuccessfulsaul attempts had been made
to settlesettie it only a few families living there yet
their burying yard contained suchbuell a number of
graves as might frighten a new settler from the
state of new yorkkeveneven if there had been three
thousand inhabitants

on 14 sep 1840 the patripatriarch1
arch joseph smith

sen worn ontout with exposure and toil died atnauvoo and hyrum smith his eldest son who
hd previously received ordination and blessingblebiesaingilsundernde r his Faifalfathersliers handshinds waswag acknowledgedac knowledged
patriarch overlover the whole church

the bluffs around were put in cultivation the
swamps drained and inin a few years it became
aas healthy in nauvoo as any part of illinois

missouri however not content with her
wholesale system of robbery and extermination
againstgain st the saints commenced a series of vexa-
tious lawsuits them as soon as they be-
came satisfiedatis fied that would not all

Wil
in 1841 Joseph smith was demanded from

the governor of illinois and a writ issued by
him for hishs apprehension a writ of habeas cor-
pus was issued tiiethe case was investigated at
monmouth before judge stephen A douglass
and the arrest declared illegal

this proceeding including the expense ofor
council fees of witnesses accost
upwards of three thousand dollars no inconsid-
erable sum for a person who had just been rob-
bed of his all

dissatisfied with the result of legal proceed-
ings missouri commenced a system of kidnap-
ping by which means a number of individuals
were carried forcibly without form of law into
that state whipped imprisoned some otof them
hung by the neck and otherwise tortured I1

kliefilethe sum of was appropriated by
the legislature of missouri to defray the expen-
seses of the mormon massacres the plundered
property not being considered sufficient to pay
the robbers

in 1842 a new demand was made by the gov-
ernor of missouri joseph smithsinith was again
arrested and an attempt nu aieale to kidnap him into
that state A writ of habeas corpus was ob-
tained fromirom the VU S district court for the
state of illinois judge pepe heard thetile case
in springfield and decided theithe proceedings 11il-
legal and missouri had no eltia onoil him and
ordered it entered on the docket that he should
be troubled no more in the mitter this
ing cost 10aloaio s

i A foundation had been laid for a temple in
the city of nauvoo A charter had been ob-
tained for the city conferring liberal powers up
on the city council A university and man-
ufacturing association incorporated A legion
also chartered the university organized and

i
put in operation in several departments the
Manufacturemanufacturers ists association commenced the
erection of large buildings for the manufacture
of pottery thousandsshousandi cf people flocked in
from every part of the united statesslates and the

isles streets were opened hundreds of
fine buildings erected a company was lneineincorpo-
rated

orpo
forthegorfor the purpose of building an extensive

hotel with a capital of A considera-
ble amount of stock was sold and the base-
ment story of the building with feet
front waswag finished an extensive printing es-
tablishment stereotype foundry and book bind-
ery put inill operation two masciMasrimashinicnicnid lodges es-
tablished a large and commodious masonic
temple was built several flourishingnourishing villages
of the saints were established in different parts

and nelahneighneighboringborino countiescounties as well
as in iowa josejosefjosei h duncan enan aspiringaspiringr party
leanerleader anxious becometo governor of illinois
took the stumpstamp and from thaithat
vvisitedsited diffiedifferentrent parts of the state rousing all
the vile passions ard rgorgiousiouslous prejudices that
could exist against the saints promising that
if hebe could be electedejected governor of illinois he
would exterminate the AMornormormonscormonsarmonsmons this formed ataa
extensive antiantl mormon party who although un-
successfulbucce in the election which
ford to the executive chair continued its oper-
ation

oper-
ations

lilillir june 1843 joseph smith swagwaswag arrested at
inlet gravelee county I1 llinoisbyolsby officer
nolda and wilson by virtue oraofaof a writ from guvgov
foidfold issued on a demand from the governor of
blishiismissouri and strenuous attempts were made to
kidnap him directly to missouri which kv wouldbuld
have been done had not some high minded cit
eizens of dixon andnd pawpaw grove lent their

s

aid conecope to his rescue the news of his arrest
I1

reaching Nauvoo hundreds of the saints momountnt
ed theirtheli horsorieses and startedstarted to his asassistances istance h
being arrested while on a vivisitsit miles from


