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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

anulAMUL 1842

saturday 221I1 paid hugh rhodes 1150 for a
farm

the fourth regiment of the second cohort of
the nauvoo legion was organized jonathan
dunham was elected colonel james brown
lieulieutenanttenant colocoiocolonelnelnei and jesse P harmon major
of the samebame consisting of four companies

monday 4 transacted business at my house
with butterfield concerning the lawrence
estates and closed a settlement with william
marks in the counting room and paid him off
principal and interest to the last farthing for all
that myself or the church had had of him

tuesday 5 settled with brother
wednesday 6 of april 18421642 being the first

layday of the year of the rise of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints a special
conference had been appointed at the city of
nauvoo but it was so wet and cold it was not
prudentji for me to go out as my health was not
good and I1 spent the day with my family
brother Hhyrumrum and Eeldersd ers brigham young
heber C cimballkimball and willard richards called on
merne in the morning and I1 gave them instructions
liowilowlow to organize and adjourn the conference
before they left brother hyrum and tilethe twelve
present bore testimony that they had never
heard me teach any principles but those of the
strictest virtue either in public or private

11 conference minutes special conference of
theahe church of jesus christ of latter day saints
city of nauvoo april 6 1842

the day being wet the fiest presidency diddia
notmot attend and elder page addressed those pre-
sent upon the subject of the charges against him
and said lieheI1 would be happy to have allan opportun-
ity of laying his statement before the conference
at a convenient time president william law
general bennettBennettnelt president pro temtern and presi-
dent hyrum smith all spoke upon the subject of
military affairs showing the necessity of a well
organized and efficient force that as we were
bound lo10 serve our country if required ina com-
mon with all good citizens we ought not to be
behind any of our neighbors in point of good
order neat uniforms and equipments and a well
organized and thoroughly disciplined legion

thursday 7 11 met president
joseph smith hadbad the several quorums put inlii
order and seated heile then made some very
appropriate remarks concerning the duties of the
church the necessity of unity of purpose in re-
gard to the building of the houseslioiiouses andaud the bless-
ings connected with doing the will of god and
the inconsistency folly and danger of murmuring
against the dispensations of jehovah

ileha said that the principal object of the meeting
was to bring the case of elder page before them
and that another object was to choose young
men andalid ordain them and send them out to
jipreachreach that they may have an opportunity of
proving and of enduring the tarring
and feathering and such things as those of us
who have gone before them have had to

elder pagepaga having arrived was called upon
and addressed the congregation in relation to the
performancenonperformancenon of his miml gionbion to jerusalem
ilehe said that when liehe started with elder hydende
joy filled their hearts and they were aware of the
responsibility of their mission elder hydeshides
vision was that he should be in jerusalem alone
elder page considered eldereder hyde to be his
father and guidagulda in tiiethe and felt it his
duty to submit to elder hydeshides opinion in all
things no elders ever werewera morewore in concert on a
mission than they were while together they
mader a covenant in quincy to stand by each
other while on the mission that ifit they were inhl
salted or imposed upon theytiley would standstancl by each
other even unto death and not vat parateseparate unless
to go a few miles to preach a sermon that all
moneys should go into one purse and it dil so

elder hyde in indiana first saidbaid liehe would go
to visit brother knight aridnid t at elder page
should stavslay and preach he assented and went
and returned to indianapolisIndialudia eider page had a
cnare given him on account of bothboll elderElde ade
then took the mare went on left hisli s I1 milnith
eldereidex page while away leie sodbodso d the mare for

10 and received 60 more as a donation from
thetile man to whom lieho sold thethermareoare helie returned
they preached atut daytonda ton and received a handborehandgometome
contribution elder pagepaga preached 16 miles off
and raised a branch elder hyde went to cincin-
nati revised the missouri persecutions got
moo copies printed paid for them audand took pirtpart
of them with him and left ait large box fallfiill and
about loose copies with elder page elder
hyde started for piniadelph it durpos eg tod visit
churchechurchess on the way lielle I1lefteft elierliter page 2331
elder page returned to dayton and milton and
soldcold booksbocks with the inteintentionution of following elder
hyde as soon as practicable but he stayedstaved a dayda
or two too long and the river cosedclosed by the frost
from one to twowo weeks earlier thantim usual elder
hyde told him that I1it was possible they might be
from onecne to two years beforebetone they would leave
america as it wouldwon id take upwards of 1000 each
to take them to jerusalem and back that it would

be slowflow gleaning in england and assigned this as
a reason for not irimmediatelymediately following elder
hydeyde thinking that helie would babe sure of seeing
hhim 1in thetile springa elder page accused himself
of not using better economy iuin proceeding on his
journey

there came out a piece in the paper stating the
displeasure of the lord respecting elder hyde
and elder page he sat down and wrote a piece
to put in the paper acknowledging the justice of
the charge but wisdom prevented its beingbaing pub-
lished preached about washington ac gather-
ed funds for the mission in westWeslwestchesterW estchester and inin
philadelphia

elder hyde raised funds on behalf of thetile mis-
sion by applauding elder pages talents wisdom
ac but they were disappointed iala him when
they saw him hebe raised funds for the mission
the most liberal was in philadelphia he intended
to sail onoil the of july but the brethren said
that if lie would remain two weeks they would
raise funds for him they found that it would
take longer and he decided to stay a month liehe
then received a command through a letter from
president hyrum smith to an official character in
philadelphia requesting him to return liehe wrote
to ascertain tilethe reason but did not get allan answer
he answas then called in by president joseph smith
and elder brigham young

elder hydealyd would often renew the covenant
between them to never part with each other in
that mission elder page had no blame to attach
to elder hyde he supposed he had done right
but if liehe had been in his place hebe would have
tarried for him until the spring tile reports of
his having apostatized ac returned even from
this place to new york many reproved him for
leaving cincinnati for dayton

president joseph smith then arose and stated
that it was wrong to make the covenant referred
to by him that it created a lack of confidence
for two men to covenant to reveal all acts of
secrecy or otherwise to each other and elder
page showed a little granngranny ism he said that no
two men when they agreed to go ought
to separate that the prophets of old would not
and quoted the circumstance of elijah and elisha
ad kings geigel chapter when about lo10 go to giggal
also when about to go to jericho ana to jordan
that elisha could not get clear of elijah that he
clung to hisbig garment until liehe was taken to
heaveheavenn and that elder page should have stuck
by elder hyde and he mightmight have gonegona to jeru-
salem that there is nothing very bad in it but
by the experience let us profit again the lord
mademado use of elder page as a goatgoal to pro-
cure funds for elder hyde when elder hyde
returns we will reconsider the matter and per-
haps sendtend them back to jerusalem we will
fellowship elder page until elder hyde comes
and we willwilt then weld them together and make
them one A vote was then put andslid carried that
we hold elder page in fullfall fellowship

voted that elder page be sent to pittsburgh
sang a hymn adjourned for one hour and a

half at one
met agreeable to adjournment choir sung a

hymnhemr prayerfrayer by elder 11 C kimball
elder L wight called to know if there wwereere

any present of the rough and weak things who
wished to bdbe ordained and go and preach who
have not been before ordained elder L wight
tieni naraArcaressedessed those who intended to be ordained
oilon the subject of their duty and requirements to
go and preach

president hyrum smith spoke concerning the
elders who went forth to preach from kirtkirtlandland
and were afterwards called in for the washing and
anointing at the dedication of the house and
those who go now wiw I1 be called in also when
this temple is13 about to be dedicated and will
then be endowed to go forth with mighty power
having the same anointing that all may go forth
and havellave the same power thetho first second and
so on of the seventies and ailall those formerly
ordained this wilwll be an important and bene-
ficial mission and not many years until those
now sent will be called in again ilehe then spoke
in contradiction of a report in circulation ababout
elders 11 C kimball brigham young hims
and tiieithei thetile a of the twelve alleging that a sister
had been shut in a room for several days and
that they had endeavored to induce her to believe
in laving two wives also cautioned thetile sisters
against going to the steamboats

president joseph smith spoke upon the subject
of the stories respecting elders kimball and

showing the folly and inconsistency of
spending any timelime in conversing about such
storiestries or hearkening to them for turere is no
person that is acquainted with our principles
would believe such lies except sharp the editor
of the 11 warsaw signal

baptisms for the dead audand farfor the healingbealing ofor
tilethe body must be in thathe folit those comingcoining into
the church and tethose a iced may be done inia
the river A box shouldd be prepared for the use
cfof the font that the clerk may be paid and a
book procured by thetha moneys to be put therein
by thos baptized the remainder to go to the use
of the temple

sung a hymn
ordinations to take place tomorrow morning

baptisms ina the font alaioaloalsoo
therbthere were ordained to the office of elder

under thetile hands of the twelve the con-
ference

friday 8 conference assembled sung a
byhymn prayer by elder 11 C kimball

eldereiderder page then addressed the assembly upon
several subjects made many interesting remarks
concerning being called to the ministry labor in
the vineyard ac spoke of his own travels and
the fruits of his labors as anall encourageencouragemente men to
the young elders who were going into ttheh e vine-
yard

president joseph smith said the baptisms
would be attended to also the ordinations

sung a hymn
elder john taylor preached a sermon while

the ordinations and baptisms were going 01011 onoil
the subject of infidelity showing that thetile argu-
ments used against the bible were reamonareasonablybly
scientifically and philosophically false I1

the stand wes occupied in the afterafternoonn oan by
elder amasa lyman who was foliofollowedwed bbyy elder
williamWilliarri smith thentheu the conference CIclosedased by
the benediction of president joseph stillsmithti i

JAMES SLOANSWAN clerk
saturday 9 in the morning I1 attended the

funeral of brother ephraim marks and itin tilethe
evening attended city council

the folifollowingoving brief extract is from elder wil-
ford woodruffs journal

the saints in nauvoo assembled at the house
of president marks at an early hour in thetile morn-
ing to pay their last respect to the body of eph
bairn marks son of president william marks
who died on the evening of the ath A large
procession formed and walked to the grove
where a numerous congregation had assembledbledbied
president joseph smith spoke upon the occasion
with much feeling and interest among his
remarks hohe said it is a very solemn and awful
time I1 never felt more solemn it calls to mind
the death of my oldest brother alvin who died
inin new york and my youngest brother don
carlos smith who died in nauvoo it has been
hard for me to live on earth and see these young
men uponepou whom we have leaned for support and
comfort taken from us in the midst of their youth
yes it has been to be reconciled to these
things I1 have sometimes thought that 1 should
have felt more reconciled to have been called
away myself if it had been the will of god yet 1

know we oughtdouht to be still and know it isis of god
and be reconciled to his will all is right it
will be but a short time before we shall altall in like
manner be called it may be the case with me as
well as you some have supposed that brother
joseph could not die but this isis a mistake it isis
true there have been times when I1 havellave hadlied the
promise of my life to accomplish such and such
ahthingsu abutbut having now accomplished those things
I1 have lloilonott at present any lease of my life I1 amam
as liableilabe to die as other men

I1 can say in my heart that I1 have not done
anything against ephraim marks that I1 am sorry
for and I1 would ask any of his companions if
they have done ananythingathing against him that they are
sorry for or that they would not like lo10 meet and
answer for at the baffbar of god if so let it prove as
a warning to all to deal justly before god and
with all mankind then we shall be clear inin the
dadaxday 0of Jjudgment

whenV11eli we lose a near and dear friend upon
whom we have set our heartslieile arts it should be a
caution unto us not to set our affections too
firmly upon others knowing that they may inin
like manner be taken from us our affections
should be placed upon god and hisins workvv ork more
intensely than upon our fellow beings

sunday loi10 I1 preached inin the grovelandgrove and pro-
nouncedliouilou n ced a curse upon all adulterers and fornica-
tor and persons and those who have
made use of my name to carry oilon their iniquitous
designsdes gnsagns

the following brief synopsis Iss from the journal
oiof elder wilford woodruffWoodruffdraff

joseph the seer arose in the power of god
reproved andad rebuked wickednessduess before the
people in the name of thetho lord god ilehe wishedv islieb
to say a fwfaw words to suit the condition of the
general mass and I1 shall speak with autbut bority of
the pristpriesthoodhood inm the name of tilellie lord god
aichwhich shall prove a savor of life unto life or of
death unto death notwithstanding this concongre-
gation

re
profess to be saints yeiyet fI1 stand in tilethe

midst of all characters and classes of men it
you wish to go where god isigoulsonyou must be like
god or possess the principles which god pos-
sesses for if we are not drawingdra ning tovartomarJi13 god inin
principle wewearewearsare going from him and drawing to
vardeward the devil yes I1 am sLasuastanding in tiletiie laidet
of adbil kincskinds of people

search yourour hearts and see if you are lie
god I1 havehive searched mine and feel to repentrepeat
of all my sinsfins

we havehate thieves among us adulterers liars
hypocAtes if god should speak from heaven
bbo would command you not to steal not to com-
mit adultery not to covet nor deceivedeceivetivelveive but btb
faithful over a few thins0 ings As far as we degener
ate from god we descend to the devil and lose
knowledge alliau I1 without knowledge we cannot be
saved and while our hearts boreare filled with evil
and we are studyingstudy ing evil there is no room ia11 our
hearts for good or studying good Is not god
good then you be good if he is faithful then
you be faithful add to yourboar faith virtue lo10 virvir-
tue knowledge and seek for every good thing

the church must bobe cleansed aud I1 proclaim
against all iniquity A man is snedswed aloiio faster
than liebe gets knowledge for if he doeadoes not getzet

knowledge hebe will be broughtbrough intotinto captivity by
some evil powerower in the other world aaas evil
spirits willwil aveabchave more knowledge and conse-
quently more power than many men who breara
on the earth hence it needs revelation to assist
us and give us knowledge of the things of god

what is the reason that the priests of the day
do not get revelation they ask only to con-
sume it upon their lust their hearts are ccorrupt
and they cloak their iniquity by saying there argara
no more revelations but if any revelations are
given of god they are universally opposed by thathe
priests audand christendom at large forlor it reveals
their wickednessand abominations

many other remarks of interest were made
Fylonday 11 1I was at the lodge and at hormhorn

fromfrom the westfield messenger

mr horacenorace palmer who was on hishia way
from dunkirk to westfield about three
this morning states that when about three miles
from dunkirk he was suddenly surrounded by a
painful vivid light proceeding from a quantity of
jellylikejelly like substance which fell onoil and about him
producing a sulphurous smell a difficulty of
breathing and ait severe sensation of heat AAs
soon as liehe could so far recover from his aston-
ishment as to look up he saw the body of a ter-
rific meteor passing above him and appearing to
bobe about a mile high its size appeared to bobe
three or four feet in diameter and nearly a mile
in length its dimensions soon varied becoming
at first broader and then diminishing to one fourth
less than its former size when it apparently
separated in pieces and fell to the earth and
immediately after he heard the explosion which
lielio says was tremendous

when mr palmer arrived at westfield hisbis dacefaco
hadllad tilethe appearance of being severely scorched
and his eyes were much affected and he did not
recover for two or three days mr palmer ijis
reputed to be a man of integrity and of temper-
ate habits and his story though marvellousmarcellousmarvellous is
generally believed

the meteor was seen by several other people
who speak of luminous bodies being detached
from it its progress was attended by a noise
similar to that of a train of cars on a railroad

A man who saw it from salem represents it to
have been of dimensionsdi ns much larger than des-
cribed by mr palmer the report ifcf the explo-
sion was heardbeard also at buffalobufeBuffdlodio 11

tuesday 12 I1 attended the meeting of the
lodge the twelve iiamelynamely brigham younayoung
heber C kimball orson pratt willianWilliarp smith
wilford woodruff lohnjolin taylor john E page
and willard richards clerk assembled in the
lodge room at four pm and appointedtedjohnijohn taylor brigham young and heber CG
kimball a committee to make arrangements fotforto
the payments due from president smith as trutrux
tee in trust to vrN r wilkie and voted that ran-
dolph alexander go on a mission south to preach
the gospel also voted that ththee twelve units
theirthein influence to persuade the brethren to conse-
crate all the old notes deeds and nouns
which they hold against each ototherlielle r tot0 tthebe buibulbuild-
ing

I1d
of the temple in nauvoo and that willdredrd

richards write an epistle in the name of thetha
twelve oilon that subject and publish it in tha
times and seasons wiell lie did as follows

AN EPISTLE OF THE TWELVE TO THE
SAINTS IN AMERICA GREETING

BELOVED BRETHREN

we have whereof to congratulate you at thathe
present time as we have the opportunity from
day to dayday to witness the arorprogressPss of tbth building
of thetha temple of thetha lord in this city and shiell
is and must be accomplished by the united exer-
tions of tilethe labotsjaburs of the brethren who reside
lierehere and the ahli and contributions of thekia
whowiio are scattered broad in the differentdiffie rent statesstate

in this glorious object the heartslielle arts of all thetle
faithful are united the hands of the laborer ureuragire
made strong continually and theltha pursepursa strings1

aws of
the more opulent are unloosedunlookedunloosed from time to timetune
to supply those things which are necessary for
up raising thatile mileswiles of thistills nobienoble edifediedificeiselse and it
may truly be said that thetha blessing of tha lo10lordrd is
upon his pepeolepeopleoIeole weive hiveh ivdive peace and
love yitwithinvitbirl the borders of our beau tient city
beautiful indeed for situation is nauva thoido
crown of the great valley of illailia athe
joy of every honest heart

although rilrii11ll things creere more
berning tiletiie temple than at any former period
yet tilethe saints must not suppose that all is done
or that they can relax their exertexertionsdrisbils iiundnd tiletho
work go enoil it is a great work thathati t goddod iraslias
required of his people and it wiwihwillwili3 require ionlonlong
and unwearied to accomplish it aniand
redoubled diligence willwil be necessary with allau toto
zetget thetins building before another winter so
that the joiner cmcan babe employed during tilethe cold
weather anau I1 we would again call upon altall tilatha
saints abroad to unite in makingm aking their deposits in
banki known to be cooj and safee and forward
dwir certificates to tha trustee in trust as
speedily as possible when trusty moenroen are not
comingcomin immediately to this placeplasa who can brinbrino
your offerings all will wantvant thathe privilegeleggiggis aillbill
biesLiesblessingssings of the sanctuary when it is
and all can have their wishes but themthe ccaacana
obtain them oalyoily by faithfulness andaud
striving to build I1

we pram our god for the liberdaliberality1 r ichsch hashaa
i


